
Turn of Events 
Acts Chapter 16 

  

 After a significant disagreement, Paul and Barnabas part their ways with Barnabas taking Mark with him 

to Cyprus while Paul’s takes Silas with him to Syria and Cilicia to strengthen the churches, he established on 

his first missionary journey. When Paul came to Derbe and Lystra, a young man named Timothy joins their 

group. Because Timothy’s father was a Greek and the locals knew it, Paul had Timothy circumcised so he 

would be more readily accepted by the Jews and able to enter the synagogues they would visit. They traveled 

from city to city checking on progress of the church, delivering the decrees which had been decided, 

strengthening the faith of those who believed and increasing their numbers.  

 They passed through the regions Phrygia and Galatia but the Holy Spirit forbade them to speak the word 

in Asia. So, they tried to go to Bithynia but the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them to continue. Therefore, 

they traveled by Mysia, arrived in Troas where Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and 

appealing to him, “come help us”. Paul concluded that God wanted them to preach the gospel to him, so they 

put to sea in Troas and travel to Samothrace. The next day they go to Neapolis and proceed to Philippi. On 

the Sabbath, the group goes outside the gate, alongside the river, supposing there would be a place pf prayer, 

sit down and began to speak to the women who had assembled. Usually, Paul would go to the local 

synagogue, but the community must not have had ten Jewish men who were the heads of households needed 

to start one. As Paul spoke to the women assembled by the river, the Lord opens the heart of a woman named 

Lydia from Thyatira a seller of purple fabrics. Lydia and her household were baptized, she convinced Paul 

and his entourage to stay with in her house. 

 One day, when they were going to the place of prayer, a slave girl with “a spirit of divination” met them. 

To her masters, she was a gold mine. They used her as a fortune teller selling her service to the highest 

bidder. This slave girl followed Paul and company for many days constantly crying out, “these men are 

bond-servants of the Most High God, wo are proclaiming to you the way of salvation”. I wonder how many 

days she followed the group and how many times she cried out to the crowd. Obviously, she cried out 

enough for Paul to become “greatly” annoyed. It reminds me of children going by car on vacation. Not long 

after departing the house the parents frequently hear the dreaded question, “are we there yet” usually 

followed by “how much longer”. No matter how many times you answer the question, they still continue to 

periodically ask those questions until they fall asleep, or you arrive at your destination. Paul had enough, he 

turns to the slave-girl and says to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” 

Suddenly, the slave-girl is of no value to her masters, her abilities left with the spirit Paul cast out and so did 

the slave masters’ profit.  

 Her masters are so irritated they seize Paul and Silas and drag them into the marketplace before the local 

authorities. A crowd rose up against Paul and Silas, so the chief magistrates tear their robes off them, have 

them beaten, throw them into jail and commanded the jailer to “guard them securely”. The jailer takes them 

into the inner part of the prison and fastened their feet into the stocks. What do Paul and Silas do? They sang 

hymns of praise to God as the rest of the prisoners listened. Suddenly, an earthquake opens all the prison 

doors, and everyone’s chains were unfastened. The jailer wakes up, sees the prison doors open, draws his 

sword and prepared to die but Paul cries out to him, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here”. The jailer 

has the lights ignited, rushes into the prison, falls at Paul and Silas’s feet and asks, “Sirs, what must I do to 

be saved?” The jailer takes them to his house, washes their wounds, gives them a meal and they all rejoice! 

 In the morning the chief magistrates send their policemen to release Paul and Silas, but Paul tells them to 

have the magistrates come to bring us out. We are Roman citizens. We have been beaten and placed in prison 

without a trial. Go tell them to let us out themselves. No one could inflict punishment on a Roman citizen 

without a trial. The magistrates could have faced serious charges, been removed from office and put 

Philippi’s privileged status as a colony in jeopardy. Fear struck the magistrates as they learn the prisoners are 

Roman citizens. They came to the prison, appeal to Paul and Silas, escort them out of the city and beg them 

to leave town. 

 They go to Lydia’s house, see the brethren, encourage them and depart. What a great lesson to stay the 

course no matter the obstacles Satan may place in our path because God stands ready to take the persecution 

of the day and turn it into an amazing, finished product that glorifies Him and causes others to be amazed.  



1.Where did Paul find Timothy? What do we know about Timothy and why did Paul have him 

circumcised, especially after the conclusion of the Jerusalem council? What was Paul and company 

doing? (1-5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How many regions did Paul and company travel through in verses 6-12? How many times were they 

diverted? By whom? Why? What route did they take to get to Philippi? Where did they go on the 

Sabbath? Why didn’t they go to the synagogue? What happens while Paul is speaking? (13-15) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. List the events recorded in verses 16 – 18? Why was Paul “greatly annoyed”? What did he do 

because he was frustrated? What happened to the slave-girl? (19) 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What did the slave-girls masters do to Paul and Silas? What actions did the chief magistrates take? 

What does the Jailer do in response? What happens about midnight? Why is the jailer ready to kill 

himself? Why doesn’t he carry out his plan? List the events in verses 29-34. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

5. What happens in the morning? Who does the chief magistrates send to release Paul and Silas and 

how doe the disciples respond? Why? What do the magistrates do? Where do Paul and Silas go after 

their release and what do they do? 

 

 

 

 

 


