
Uncommon Courage 
Deuteronomy 31 

  
     The world’s oldest profession is not what most people think it is. The world’s 
oldest profession is not prostitution. It is clothier. Adam and Eve were originally 
unemployed. They spent their days eating fruit, sunbathing and taking siestas. Then 
one day, they decided to be in charge. They wanted the Boss’ position. They wanted 
to be like God; the result was that they had to go to work. They became clothiers, as 
they sewed fig leaves together in an attempt to cover their embarrassment.  
     The root problem in the human heart is authority. True joy can never be attained 
until we understand God’s order of authority and submit to it. Authority produces 
peace, purpose and pleasure. The root problem in the human heart is, and always 
has been, the issue of authority. Man was tempted to “be like God” in that he thought 
he would be unrestricted. Man fell for that lie and received the ultimate result of 
being restricted by the curse of sin. We have never gotten over it.  
     Authority still remains our number one problem. Putting God in control, and 
keeping Him there, is life’s greatest challenge. In our text, God predicts that man will 
enter into rebellion against God and that God will respond through judgment. The 
issue of authority holds the secret to life. In our text, Joshua is encouraged to “be 
courageous.”  To step into the shoes [those of Moses] was scary. The enemies 
waiting within the Promised Land almost made the waters of the Red Sea seem 
shallow. Where did his courage come from, and what is the source of ours?  
     If our task on this planet is to reveal the Savior, then we cannot afford to be 
confused with those who rely on common sources of courage and strength. The road 
from Sarah’s laughter at the thought of pregnancy to her baby’s first cry was not a 
short or easy one, but we ought to know the land markers along the way. What was 
it that held high the hand of Moses as he shouted, “Stand still and see the salvation 
of the Lord,” when he was faced with impossible circumstances? What was in the 
heartbeat of David when he walked into the valley to face the giant? What was the 
mood of Daniel when he was dropped into a cave filled with hungry lions? What was 
it that transformed Gideon from a terrified and insecure wheat farmer into man of 
valor? How could an uneducated Galilean fisherman be changed into a 
confrontational evangelist?  
     The subjects of courage and authority are inseparable. John the Baptist is the 
unshaken reed in the wilderness of the New Testament who ends up in prison with 
his knees knocking and doubts hovering over his waiting moments. What transpired 
in John’s life that caused the change, and how did our Lord help him?  If we are to 
look at all like the men and women of faith that are found within the pages of the 
Bible, then we must operate under the same principles that they used. Those 
principles are based on faith and obedience that connect the power of God to the 
willingness of man. There are plenty more Red Seas that need to be parted and 
giants that need to be felled, but nothing much will happen without the willingness of 
God’s people to walk by faith. 

 
 
 
  



1. Who were the Israelites supposed to follow into the Promised Land?  31:3  
  
  
 

2. What is the difference between a person’s office and personal life?  Acts 
23:3-5 / I Timothy 5:19,20  

 
  
  

3. Lack of courage was a great danger for the conquering Israelites. {Deut. 
31:6,7,23} Do we have anything in the Christian experience that is like 
this?  

  
 
  

4. What anticipation did Moses express in 31:27, and what was behind his 
concern?  

 
  
  

5. Where did David get his courage? What elements in his life gave him 
confidence?  I Samuel 17  

 
  
  

6. Even though Job faced bad circumstances and relentless accusations, 
what caused the attitude that is revealed in Job 13:15?  

 
  
  

7. What was behind the centurion’s confidence in Matthew 9?  
  
 
  

8. How do you explain the Gideon described in Judges 6 being included in 
the list of faithful people in Hebrews 11:32?  

 
  
  

9. What caused the difference in Peter in his denial and his courageous style 
in Acts 2?  

  
 
  

10. What is the meaning of the parable of the lamps in Zechariah 4?  
 


