
The Conditional Love of God 
Deuteronomy 27-30 

 
     When the prophet Micah became frustrated with the sacrificial system and all of its 
requirements, he questioned the desires of God with these words:  “Does the Lord take 
delight in thousands of rams, in ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I present my first-born 
for my rebellious acts, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” [Micah 6:7] In answer 
to the prophet’s questioning is that God has three desires for man: be fair, be merciful 
and be humble.  
     The problem with the prophet’s lesson is that justice and mercy are sometimes as 
odds. To administer justice and to show mercy, at times, may appear contradictory.  For 
this reason, we need humility. We need to walk dependent upon the One who knows the 
end from the beginning. We need to know how to balance mercy and justice. In the 
ancient practice of administering justice, it was traditional to give only thirty-nine lashes 
when forty were required. In this practice, mercy was shown in justice. Mercy and justice 
are not opposites! 
     In our section of Scripture today, we encounter the conditional love of God. We read 
much about His unconditional love and so very little about His conditional love. In fact, 
even the mention of such a concept is offensive to many, but unfortunately for them, 
here it is in the biblical text. Over and over again in the text we have the “if …then” 
conditional pattern repeated. Certain blessings are promised, but they are based on 
certain conditions being met. There is a warning about certain consequences for 
disobedience, if the law is not obeyed.  
      What we have in the Bible is a combination of justice and mercy and conditional and 
unconditional love. Behind all of this, we have an operating Deity that knows everything. 
From His perspective, and His alone, He administers the mysteries of these two truths. 
The truly righteous man lives by faith in the Great Administrator in the sky. Our salvation 
is not found in precepts and principles but rather in a Person.  
     Those who teach a prosperity doctrine [the misguided idea that God causes all of the 
chosen to prosper on this planet] are guilty of the error of making the conditions given 
here absolutes, which are applicable in all generations and circumstances. They forget 
that Jesus and His earthly parents were poor and that the gospel was preached 
predominately to the poor, and that they were instantly made eternally rich while 
remaining in earthly poverty.  
     At times, God responds to our obedience and rewards us. At times, He is merciful to 
us even in our times of disobedience and blesses us. At times, He allows us to 
experience painful consequences for our sinful behavior, and at other times, He 
mercifully protects us even from the temporary consequences of sin. The most important 
fact to remember is that His great desire for us is to be like Him and to walk in daily, 
humble obedience to, and dependence upon, Him. We are saved by His unconditional 
love. This unconditional love, however, does not eliminate the fact and mystery of the 
operation of His conditional love in the daily operations of life.  
     The woman in the New Testament who was found in the act of adultery was told 
simply to “go and sin no more.” The psalm writer of the Old Testament who was found 
guilty of the same infraction was told, “the sword will never leave your house.” The 
difference in these two is not the Testament in which they were written. The difference is 
that in the mystery of God’s wisdom [He alone knows all of the variables], He decided to 
administer a difference set of consequences in each setting. We walk by faith … not just 
in laws and principle but in God alone! 
  



  
1. What was the purpose of the lime-covered stones? 27: 4-8  [Compare 

Joshua 8:30-35]  
 
 
 

2. Is there any way this can, or should be, applied in our world?  
 
 
  
 

3. What is the contrast between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim?   27:11-13 
  
 
 
 

4. How can you explain the “delight of the Lord” in 28:63?  
  
  
 

5. What are the secret things of the Lord mentioned in 29:29?  
  
 
 
 

6. What is conditional grace?   30:1-5  
  
 
 
 

7. What is a circumcised heart, and how does this happen?   30:6  
  
 
 
  

8. What wonderful truth is revealed in 30:11-14?  
  
  
 
 

9. How do you explain the difference between God’s treatment of David’s sin 
in II Sam. 12:10 and the woman found in adultery in John 8:11?  

   


