
Worship 
Deuteronomy 12-20 

 
     When I entered the ministry, for the most part, pastors lived in a church-
owned parsonage. The congregation delivered food on the pastor’s porch, and 
he was taken care of until he died. As society has developed, the parsonage has 
fallen by the wayside and pastors, generally speaking, now own their own 
homes. There is great confusion about the ministry. In the Roman Catholic faith, 
the priests do not even own their underwear. Everything belongs to the church. 
The priests are separated from the world when they go into the ministry.  All 
economic responsibility for their care is laid upon the church. 
     The Protestant pastor is caught in the middle. He is not to be economically 
driven. He is to take care of his own economic needs [e.g., calling the plumber 
when the sink is backed up], but he is not to ask for a raise or change churches 
looking for a bigger salary. The confusion lies in the relationship between the Old 
and New Testaments, and it does not stop with the ministry. 
     The externals of our expressed love to God are extremely important in the Old 
Testament. In our section of Scripture, the worshippers are instructed that there 
will be a place to worship. Also, there was the time [Sabbath] to worship. The 
church and the Lord’s Day have replaced the Sabbath and the temple. There is 
almost universal confusion about these two new items in our worship expression. 
Only a legalist or a Seventh-day Adventist would attempt to keep a day as rigidly 
as the Old Testament saint. And when it comes to church, your television can 
deliver that to your bedside, and you can worship in your pajamas.  
     When Jesus met a Samaritan woman, she tried to heat up the discussion with 
a debate on worship [always be sure you really know with whom you are 
debating]. She asked Him if worship should be done in Jerusalem or Samaria. 
Most people miss Jesus’ answer. It was “yes.” His point was that the condition of 
the heart was the most important issue; real estate was a distant second. Some 
have read this to mean that a time and place are unimportant. That is not what 
our Lord taught. He was at church every Saturday of every week that He was on 
this planet or His legalistic accusers would have let us know about it.   
     With all of the contemporary debate and confusion, it is somewhat enjoyable 
to step back in time and see how specific God was with His instructions to His 
chosen people. Worship then was a whole lot different than it is now. Rebellious 
members were not disciplined. They were executed! The Superbowl was never 
scheduled on a Saturday, and the church potlucks had a rather restricted menu 
[no BLT sandwiches]. There was no battle over hymns or gospel songs. Nobody 
wore shorts to church in the summer. Everything was more restrictive but a 
whole lot less confusing. 
     Worship has fallen on hard times. We are so strongly opinionated about 
traditions and practices. Maybe this is not as new of a problem as we think. King 
David’s wife despised his worship style when the ark returned to Jerusalem [II 
Samuel 6:16). Our challenge is to throw out the legalistic bath without losing the 
precious baby of genuine expression. 



  
1. How would you compare our common worship experience today with the 

instruction given in 12:5-8?  
  
  

2. What was to be the test of the prophet’s validity in Deuteronomy 13:1-5?  
  
 
 

3. What was God’s purpose in giving the instruction in 13:6-11?  
  
 
 

4. How does 14:22-26 take the edge off of legalism without losing the 
significance of the tithe?  

  
  
 

5. What is the basic requirement for giving in II Corinthians 9:7, and how 
does this relate to Deuteronomy 12:8?  

  
  
  

6. What is the purpose or principal behind the Sabbatical year in chapter 15?  
  
  
  

7. What is the difference between the tithe and the freewill offering? 16:10  
  
  
  

8. How were prophets tested in Deuteronomy 18?  
  
  
  

9. What was the purpose of the cities of refuge? Chapter 19  
  
  
 

10. Even in conflict, God’s name and reputation were to be protected. List 
three “rules for war” given in chapter 20.  

  
 
 
  

11. What would you say would be comparable to 17:1 in our culture?  


