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 “Thus says the LORD, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his 

might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows 

Me, that I am the LORD who exercises lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these 

things,” declares the LORD” are words of warning and instruction from the prophet Jeremiah. During his tenure 

as a prophet, Jeremiah saw Assyria fall to the Babylonians (612 BC), Nebuchadnezzar come to power (605 BC), 

Zedekiah become the last king of Judah (598 BC) and Jerusalem fall to the Babylonians. Over and over and 

over again, he warned of God’s impending judgment only to see the leaders and people continue on a path of 

destruction. Why? Because, “… they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels and in 

the stubbornness of their evil heart, and went backward and not forward. Since the day that your fathers came 

out of the land of Egypt until this day, I have sent you all My servants the prophets, daily rising early and 

sending them. Yet they did not listen to Me or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck; they did more evil than 

their fathers.” Jeremiah faced intense opposition, persecution from his own people, and was labeled as a traitor.  

Through it all, he remained steadfast knowing he was on a mission for God and true to his name which means 

“whom Jehovah appoints”. The people worshiped Baal, Ishtar and Molech, sacrificed children (Jer 19:5), 

oppressed the poor and engaged in rituals that satisfied the lust of the eye, lust of the flesh, the boastful pride of 

life and refused to listen not only to Jeremiah but also Zephaniah, Nahum and Habakkuk. They were so blinded 

by sin they didn’t see their pending doom. Professing to be wise they were truly fools and God judged the 

nations and sent them into captivity.  

 Paul warns Timothy that “in the last days difficult (perilous) times will come.” Throughout the ages the 

counsel of God, His prophets and current day preachers have proclaimed the gospel message realizing Christ’s 

message is not readily accepted by most, rejected by others or for a few, repugnant to the point of violence. Add 

to the mix moral decay, shifting social standards and a reality based on emotion and it’s not surprising difficult 

to believe difficult times are on the horizon. In the opening verses of chapter three, Paul lists twenty-two 

different conditions, experienced to varying degrees, by those who “hold to a form of godliness but have denied 

it’s power.” Did you notice the first two items on Paul’s list, “lovers of self, lovers of money”?  What Paul 

identifies as a bad thing psychology refers to as essential. In 2012, according to a psychology today blog, there 

was a “seven step prescription for self-love”. In 2017, the same publication has identified “eight powerful steps 

to self-love”.  Who knows maybe by 2020 there will be 12 steps! The world, devoid of a desire to know or serve 

God claim self-love or the lack there of, to be the root of all man’s problems. Erich Fromm, a German born 

American psychologist says, “Therefore, man is, unlike the Christian paradigm, inherently needed for meaning 

to be given, since it is he who gives meaning to the world. We are, from an evolutionary perspective, the 

universe looking back at itself and meaning follows.” Unfortunately, the present-day church is enthusiastically 

accepting self-love as an essential virtue and honorable goal. After all, if I can’t love myself, how can I love 

others? In contrast, Samuel Johnson, a clergyman, educator, linguist, historian and philosopher said, “He that 

overvalues himself will undervalue others, and he that undervalues others will oppress them.” Scripture 

provides very clear direction, “to do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit but with humility of mind let 

each of you regard one another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for your own personal 

interest but the interest of others.” (Phil 2:3-4).  

  Paul tells Timothy to “avoid such men as these”. Avoid those who have a form of godliness although 

they have denied power.” “You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, 

knowing from whom you have learned them, and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings 

which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All 

Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 

righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”  

  Paul’s words are familiar to those who attend church but do we really believe them. John Wesley said, 

“the Spirit of God not only once inspired those who wrote it, but continually inspires, supernaturally assists, 

those who read it, with earnest prayer. Hence it is profitable for doctrine, for the instruction of the ignorant, for 

the reproof or conviction of them that are in error or sin, for the correction or amendment of whatever is amiss, 

and for instructing or training up the children of God in all righteousness.” How effective is your workout? 



1.   What is the meaning of “these last days” and what will happen when they come?    

 

 

 

 

 

2.  List and define the characteristics for men given in verses 2-5. How does each lead people to do the 

wrong thing? How would you describe “holding to a form of godliness” and “avoid such men as these”?                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What kind of influence do these men have over some women? (3:6) How do they make them captives 

and what are they captive to? How would you explain, “always learning and never able to come to the 

knowledge of the truth”?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Who were Jannes and Jambres? (See Exodus 7:11) and how are they described? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  What does Paul call to Timothy’s attention in verses 10-13? Make a list of from Paul’s description of 

scripture in verse 16 and explain each? How is this being attacked in our current age?  


