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 What was the magnitude of the fall of man as recorded in Genesis 3? We know the serpent tempted Eve and 

she ate, that she gave also to her husband with her and he ate. We also know their eyes were opened, they knew 

they were naked, and they tried to cover themselves. God judged Satan and them for their sin and paradise was 

lost along with a significant portion of our intellect. What was known became hidden, our relationship with God 

drastically changed, and it required an amazing sacrifice to fix. There will come a time of restoration, when all 

things will be restored or reconstructed into the pre-fall condition, until then we live in a world many find 

amazing, confusing and frightening at the same time.  

 As we observe the world we live in and see the shift in what has become normal a question arises, “How did 

we get here?”. To find out what happened, we need to go back to the mid to late 1800’s. Christianity was 

subjected to a rigorous intellectual, social and theological criticism. In the age of enlightenment (or reason), 

truth became something we could investigate, examine and discover for ourselves. A brilliant German 

philosopher named Freidrich Nietzsche used the phrase “god is dead” in a figurative sense to express the idea 

that the Enlightenment had “killed” the possibility of believing any god having ever existed. Traditional beliefs 

concerning creation and the authority of scripture were assaulted by new approaches of science called “higher 

criticism”.  James Strahan, professor of Hebrew at Magee College, Derry, from 1915 to 1926, said textual 

criticism aimed “at ascertaining the genuine text and meaning of an author” while higher “or historical, 

criticism seeks to answer a series of questions affecting the composition, editing and collection of the Sacred 

Books.” In the 19th century, higher criticism focused on the Old Testament resulting in a rejection of Mosaic 

authorship of the Pentateuch saying it was written from fragments after the Babylonian captivity. Higher 

Criticism was extensive promoted first in Germany but quickly permeated the university system resulting in the 

emergence of a “professional intellectual elite” where liberal theologians adapted the Christian faith to the 

needs and values of modern culture, especially in areas of natural science and history. Harvard university’s 

shield and motto are a good example. The motto and shield with this original verbiage can still be found at 

multiple places on Harvard’s campus. Veritas Cristo et Ecclesiae, truth for Christ and church was shortened to 

Veritas (truth) to remove the original religious meaning. It may be difficult to discern from a picture of the 

original shield, but the Harvard Graduate Christian Community website states the following: "Interestingly, the 

top two books on the shield are face up while the bottom book is face down. This symbolizes the limits of 

reason, and the need for God’s revelation." Eventually teachers who held liberal convictions would wait until 

they had tenure to reveal their position knowing that it was to late to stop them. We continue to see the impact 

of such thought in our world. Sin is normalized, the scriptures are marginalized and truth has become a moving 

target defined by the individual or statistical morality.  

  This has been the case for every generation. For example, in Jeremiah 23:16 we read, “Thus says the 

LORD of hosts, “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you. They are leading you 

into futility; They speak a vision of their own imagination, not from the mouth of the LORD.” Jude describes 

them as, “Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed headlong into the 

error of Balaam and perished in the rebellion of Korah. These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love 

feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by 

winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame 

like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever.” Others include Matthew 

24:24, 16:11-12; Luke 6:26 and many others. Paul tells Timothy to remind his congregation not “to wangle 

about words, which is useless, and leads to the ruin of the hearers.” He tells Timothy to diligently, zealously and 

persistently study so that he can accurately present the word of truth to others. The purpose of his diligence is 

not to please people or be self-impressed but to be approved by God. The Greek word for “present yourself” 

means to stand along side and reminds me of standing in ranks for inspection. The goal of all the preparation, 

the commitment to excellence, the studying, praying and teaching is to be unashamed, approved by God, for 

accurately handling the Word of truth. Every Christian bears the responsibility to grow in grace and knowledge, 

to study scripture so they can accurately handle the Word of God, apply it to their lives thereby becoming a 

workman who does not need to be ashamed but approved to God. We need to ensure our beliefs, our doctrine, 

our standards, our interpretations and our applications are based in the Scriptures alone. 



1.  How would you explain the meaning of “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus”? What are the 

“the things which you have heard” and what is he to do with it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What are the characteristics of a “good soldier of Christ Jesus”? Why do you think Paul uses this 

illustration? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What information does Paul give to Timothy in the hard-working farmer illustration? How is the 

soldier and farmer different and alike? What is Timothy to remember? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Who is them in verse 14 and what is Timothy to do for them? What is Timothy to be diligently in and 

what is the reason? How do we do this today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  What does nevertheless mean in verse 19? What is the meaning of seal and what is sealed? What are 

the different types of vessels? From what are they fabricated and what makes one holy and the other 

common? What is Timothy to flee from and what is he to pursue? 


