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 Bob Black wrote an essay entitled “The Abolition of Work”, in it he states, “No one should ever work. Work 

is the source of nearly all the misery in the world. Almost any evil you’d care to name comes from working or 

from living in a world designed for work. In order to stop suffering, we have to stop working.” Many today 

would rally behind this line of thinking. But there is another problem, according to a Salary.com 2014 survey, 

89% of respondents admitted they waste time at work each day. Today, some admitted they waste at least half 

of an eight-hour day on nonwork-related tasks. On average, workers with an internet connection spend around 

21 hours a week online while in the office. Some companies have installed software to curb this epidemic, 

however their employees shifted from their work computer to their smart phone.  
 

 Some creative person took the words from Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs and created a bumper sticker 

which says, “I owe, I owe, so off to work I go”. Throughout history man has denigrated work and it’s value to 

man. Solomon argued, “Thus I considered all my activities which my hands had done and the labor which I 

exerted and behold all was vanity and striving after the wind and there was no profit under the sun.” Many have 

categorized work as superior or inferior. Aristotle said working as a craftsman or trader to be “devoid of 

nobility and hostile to the perfection of character”. Eusebius, the author of the first church history book, 

perception was first class Christians serve God alone; second class Christians engage in secular employment. 

But what does the Bible say about work? 

 

 Work was always a part of God’s plan from the beginning. Even before the fall, “The Lord God took the man 

and put him in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it.” Not only that, God commanded man to work, 

“Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but on the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord your God, in it 

you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male servant or your female servant or your 

cattle or your sojourner who stays with you.” Work is or should be a normal part of life. Psalm 104:14 “He 

causes the grass to grow for the cattle, and vegetation for the labor of man, So that he may bring forth food from 

the earth, And wine which makes man’s heart glad, So that he may make his face glisten with oil, And food 

which sustains man’s heart. The trees of the LORD drink their fill, the cedars of Lebanon which He planted, 

Where the birds build their nests, And the stork, whose home is the fir trees.” Amazing, out of ground that is 

cursed comes oil, wine, and food that sustains a man’s heart. It is work, and God blesses it.  
 

 Another aspect of our work is the manner in which the work is performed, it should be done as to the Lord. 

Paul tells the Ephesians, “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear 

and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as 

slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.” (6:5-7) He tells the Colossians, “Whatever you do, do 

your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward 

of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.” (3:23-24) 

 

 As we come to the closing chapter of 2nd Thessalonians, there are some who were refusing to work. We do 

not know why they would not work. Regardless of their reasons, Paul says, “if anyone will not work, neither let 

him eat.” (10) Solomon said, “A worker’s appetite works for him, for his hunger urges him on” (Prov 16:26). 

To put it another way, if people get hungry enough, they will work in order to eat. A believer who has both the 

opportunity and ability to work for their own food need to be working. If they refuse to work, 1 Timothy 5:8 

says, “But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the 

faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” Neither the world, government nor the church owes a living to anyone 

who is too lazy to work. It is rather amazing, the Park Service posts signs that say, “Please do not feed the 

animals” because the animals may grow dependent and not learn to take care of themselves.” But the same 

department cannot see the wisdom of those words when applied to people.   
 

 Paul and those with him provided the example to follow. (7-9) Paul tells them that if anyone will not obey 

the command to work, they were to take special note of that man, not associate with him so that he may be put 

to shame. He is not to be treated as an enemy but admonished with the goal of repentance and restoration.  



 

1. Paul starts the final chapter of 2 Thessalonians with the word, “Finally”, Why? What does Paul tell 

them to do and what does he specifically request? How would you describe “perverse and evil men.”(3:1-

2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How does Paul describe God’s faithfulness and provision to the Thessalonians? What was the basis for 

Paul’s confidence and what was God going to do to and for the Thessalonians? How would you explain, 

“may the Lord direct your hearts”? How does He do this today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Who did Paul warn the Thessalonian believers to stay away from? Why? How would you define 

“unruly”? Do we need to do the same or is this too harsh a step for today’s world? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What example were the Thessalonians to follow? List some of the characteristics of those who they 

were to follow. Why do you think Paul did not exercise his right to be supported in his ministry? (1 

Corinthians 9:3-14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. “If anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat either.” How does Proverbs 16:26 and 1 Timothy 

describe such a person? What is the result of one living in this fashion? Why does Paul say “Do not grow 

weary of doing good”? If anyone decides not to obey, what does Paul tell the Thessalonians to do?   

 


