
Anti-Christ 
2 Thessalonians 2 

  

There are two types of anti-Christ’s, the capital “A” variety and the little “a” variety. The little a variety is 

anyone who manifests the character traits of their capital “A” father. Our desire to figure who the Antichrist will 

be has resulted in several people throughout history being falsely accused of being the Antichrist. Among them 

are Nero, Caligula, Domitian, Hitler, the Pope, various Presidents of the United States, Saddam Hussein, Osama 

bin Laden and many others. All of which turned out to be the little “a” variety.  In 1 John 2:18 we read, 

“Children it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have 

come.” Therefore, we know that it is the last hour.” John goes on to describe them as the one that denies that 

Jesus is the Christ, “this is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son.” Based on that definition, 

there are millions of antichrists roaming the planet today. But we should not be surprised, this has been the case 

since the fall of Satan (Lucifer) (Isa 14; Exek 28) and the fall of humanity in the garden of Eden (Gen 3:14-15). 

At every turn, Satan and his minions were, are and will continue to actively attempt to thwart the work of God. 

When Jesus was born, Herod killed all the children in Bethlehem under the age of two to protect his throne 

thereby fulfilling the prophecy in Jeremiah 31:15. Satan’s temptation of Jesus failed (Mat 4:1-11), his attempt to 

use Peter to keep Jesus from the cross (Mat 16:21-23) failed. He even used the Romans and the Jews to crucify 

Jesus but his satisfaction was brief as Jesus arose from the grave, alive, taking away the sin of the world and 

providing the way to restore man to a right relationship with God which was God’s plan all along.  
 

Paul writes the second chapter of second Thessalonians to deal with the confusion, fear and potential loss of 

hope created by a misunderstanding of the end times. In 1 Thessalonians, Paul explained the Rapture (1 Thes 

4:13-18) and the Day of the Lord (1 Thes 5:1-11). They knew the Day of the Lord would be the day when the 

Lord’s final judgment of the world would take place. Just a few months from writing his first letter to the 

Thessalonian church, Paul now requests they “…. not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed 

either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.” (2 Thes 

2:1-2). An influential false teacher or teachers were deliberately misleading the church claiming to be Paul’s 

associate while teaching the day of the Lord had come. Influenced by the onslaught of false teaching that 

reinforced their concerns and appeared to be authentic was having its desired effect. John MacArthur New 

Testament commentary explains it this way, “The young believers had been shaken loose from their mental 

moorings and were adrift on a tossing sea of anxiety and fear, their faith, hope, and joy devastated by 

deception.” Paul tells them, “Let no one, in any way, deceive you..”. Jesus provided the same warning, “See to 

it that no one misleads you.” (Matt 24:4; Mark 13:5; Luke 21:8).  
 

Without getting into the eschatological arguments, let’s just look at Paul’s instruction to the Thessalonians. The 

day of the Lord will come after the apostasy (apostasia – revolt or rebellion). It will come after the man of 

lawlessness is revealed. This man is described as; the son of destruction, the opposer, the one who exalts 

himself above every god or object of worship and takes his seat in the temple of God claiming to be God. His 

coming is in accord to the activity of Satan. He will come with all power, signs, false wonders and all deception 

of wickedness. Then Paul writes, “for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as 

to be saved. For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is 

false, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.”  

God hardening the hearts of those who harden their hearts against Him or causing some to listen and not 

perceive (Isa. 6:9) occurs several times in scripture and the consequences are eternal. Right now, there is one 

who restrains it, however, one day the restrainer will be taken away and the lawless one will be revealed. (2:7) 

Satan continues to plan, manipulate (where he is permitted) and prepare for the appointed day. But we need to 

pay attention, Sir Isaac Newton warned, “If God was so angry at the Jews for not searching more diligently into 

the prophecies which He had given to them to know Christ by, why should think He will excuse us for not 

searching the prophecies which He hath given us to know Antichrist by?” We need to listen to the Word of God 

and disregard the voices of those who are in opposition to it and stand firm in the truth. Those in Christ will not 

experience the terrible judgment on the Day of the Lord because their salvation is sure, therefore, let us look, 

“…forward for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus.” 

(Titus 2:13) Until then, we need to proclaim the gospel to a lost world and pray for the salvation of the lost.  



1.  What effect were the false teachers having on the Thessalonian’s? Why? What is Paul’s requesting 

and why is he requesting it? What is the spirit, message and letter Paul is talking about? Is this 

happening today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Describe what must come first? Is this addressed anywhere else in scripture?  

 

 

 

 

 

3. What comes after/with the apostasy and how does Paul describe him? What were the Thessalonians 

supposed to remember? Who is the only other person identified as the son of destruction in scripture? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

4. Who is “he who now restrains” and what happens when he is taken out of the way? When will the man 

of lawlessness be revealed? What is the “lawlessness already at work”? What happens to the man of 

lawlessness in the end? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What happens to those who do not receive the love of the truth as to be saved? What will God do and 

why will He do it? Has He done the same thing in the past? What was their focus, and can you see the 

same thing happening today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What did Paul want the Thessalonians to do and what does he remind them of in verses 13-14? What 

were they to do and what were they told to hold on to in verses 15-17? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


