
Reminders of Purity 
Deuteronomy 5-11 

  
     In studying the Old Testament, it is very easy for the untrained mind to fall into legalism, 
because there are so many instructions given. These instructions, however, must never be 
viewed as roads to merit but rather as opportunities of expression. God is unchanging. The 
theological term is “immutable.” God is no different today than He was when He gave the Ten 
Commandments. He is no different today than when He determined to incarnate Himself into 
the world to pay for man’s sin than He is when He mysteriously allows us to feel the temporary 
pain of injustices in the trials of our life. He does not change. His desire for us today is not new, 
or different from, His desire for the Old Testament believers. 
     The prophet Micah [Micah 6:8,9] became confused almost to the point of bitterness, as he 
viewed the sacrificial system. From a distance, the purpose is obvious. The sacrificial system 
provided God with nothing. The hearts driven to participate in and obey the regulations gave 
God exactly what He still is looking for on this side of the cross. The nearness that God spoke 
about in our last study is the Old Testament version of the intimate relationship that God offers 
to believers.  
     On the other extreme from legalism, the modern believer is threatened by the subtle error 
that God’s grace is permissiveness. It is a false message to hear that God does not care how 
we live. He has called us to holiness, “like the Holy One who called you, be holy 
yourselves…”[I Peter 1:15,16]. God has not changed; His desires for His people have not 
changed. We are not saved in order to get to heaven. We are saved so that once our sin has 
been paid for we can draw close to Him without fear.  
     On the one hand, we do not have ten suggestions. These are commands. On the other 
hand, they are not “or-else” commandments. The Bible is not about a salvation by works, 
which would not work so the requirements were lessened. The message has not changed. 
Salvation comes by faith; faith results in altered conduct. The difference is in knowledge and 
power. We possess more knowledge than the Old Testament saint had, and because sin’s 
payment is no longer a future hope but a past reality, we now have access to the power and 
presence of the Holy Spirit, which is different from that of the Old Testament saint.  
      Before Israel ever entered into the Promised Land and subsequently went into captivity, 
before their sacrificial system went dormant because of their captivity life style, God revealed 
the meaning behind the regulations. The issue of circumcision was given with a twofold 
purpose to protect Israel in an arid land and give opportunity to express trust and uniqueness. 
In Deuteronomy 10:16, the faithful were called to “circumcise [their] hearts.” Just as God told 
Samuel that He looked not at the appearance as man did but rather, He looked at the heart so 
the Old Testament saint who was taught rather early that the outside was insufficient. There 
needed to be a new heart [Ezekiel 36:26]. Salvation by faith is not new to the New Testament. 
Faith that is genuine produces works in both Testaments.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1. If we keep God’s greatest commandment to us, what will be the practical result in our 
lives? 6:4-9  

  
 
 
  

2. Why did the Lord choose Israel from among all of the nations 7:7-11? [compare John 
15:16]  

  
 
 
  

3. How are true believers to respond to genuine fears? 7:17-24  
  
 
 
  

4. God did not allow the older generation to enter the land because of their unbelief. What 
was another reason why Israel wandered in the wilderness?  8:1-5  

  
  
  

5. What danger comes with God’s blessing, and how can it be prevented?  8:11-17  
  
  
 
 

6. Why was it “OK” for Moses to smash the Ten Commandments but not “OK” to strike the 
rock twice?  

  
 
 

7. On what basis did Moses intercede for the people to stave off the anger of God for their 
rebellious hearts? ch.9  

  
  
  

8. What does it mean to “circumcise your heart?” 10:16-22  
  
 
 
  

9. To whom, specifically, were the Ten Commandments given, and what promise came 
with them? 11:1-17  

  
 
 

10. Whose responsibility is it to teach the children and why?  


