
 A Shot Across the Bow 
2 Corinthians 13 

 

Sometime around the 18th century a procedure was initiated among mariners to determine the identity of 

a ship. Lacking radars, radios, or powerful binoculars, the captain could order his crew to fire a harmless 

cannon ball in the path of another ship to have her show her colors or identify her nationality. That type 

of shot is known as a “shot across the bow”. It was also used to warn another ship that you were ready, 

willing and able to engage them in combat. This practice continues through today. I remember an 

incident with a Coast Guard cutter along the shores of Cuba. We were given the task of monitoring and 

interdicting suspected drug traffickers in the Caribbean theater. The captain was in pursuit of a faster 

ship suspected of running drugs. Knowing unless he took action quickly the vessel would get away, he 

fired a warning shot across the bow of the ship and transmitted a message to the vessel, “The next one 

will not miss, heave to and prepare to be boarded.” Seeing no change in the target’s course, the Captain 

fired another shot which took out the stern of the vessel, disabled the engine, and the boat started to sink. 

The crew was rescued and confident their cargo could not be retrieved from the sunken vessel. However, 

the next day the ship was recovered, the drugs were confiscated, the crew went to jail and the repaired 

boat was sold at an auction. 
 

As we arrive in the closing chapter of 2nd Corinthians, we find the Apostle Paul firing a “shot over the 

bow” of the wayward Corinthians. The time for grace, mercy and patience was over. He was going to 

deal with their sin directly. Should they repent, mercy and grace would be granted. If they failed to 

repent, they would find Paul’s next visit very unpleasant. Like a loving parent, he did not leave the 

Corinthian believers in a state of disobedience. He was ready, willing and able to address their issues 

head on. His shot over the bow would be followed up by another shot that would not miss the mark. If 

they thought Paul was a people pleaser, weak, ill-equipped for the task at hand, they were about to find 

otherwise.  Paul hopes they will correct the problem, repent and be restored before he arrives thereby 

eliminating the requirement to forcefully use his apostolic authority to correct the problems.   
 

Paul loved the Corinthian church. He preached the gospel of Jesus Christ resulting in many coming to 

the knowledge of the Lord. He stayed and taught them for eighteen months. He sent them 4 letters 

addressing various issues, two of which we studied. He ministered to them in meekness, gentleness and 

humility (2 Cor. 10:1). But unlike many churches today, Paul did not see a conflict between his love for 

them and their need for discipline. We are told in Proverbs 3:11-12, “ My son, do not reject the 

discipline of the LORD Or loathe His reproof, For whom the LORD loves He reproves, Even as a father 

corrects the son in whom he delights.” He is not on a witch hunt, nor is he interested in responding to 

unsubstantiated allegations. Paul uses the standard given to in Deuteronomy 19:15, “A single witness 

shall not rise up against a man on account of any iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the 

evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed.” Paul’s desire was to exhort, edify and 

restore them to fellowship. He is continuing to redirect their hearts from the poisonous lies and self-

serving philosophies of the false teachers to the pure gospel of Christ.  
 

What was Paul about to exercise? Church discipline. Not an acceptable concept in this day and age but 

listen to what J. Carl Laney writes, “The church today is suffering from an infection which has been 

allowed to fester. As a untreated boil oozes germ infested pus and contaminates the whole body, so the 

church has been contaminated by sin and moral compromise. As an infection weakens the body by 

destroying its mechanisms so the church has been weakened by this ugly sore. The church has lost its 

power and effectiveness in serving as a vehicle for social, moral and spiritual change. This illness is due, 

at least in part, to a neglect of spiritual discipline.” Isaiah writes, “But your iniquities have made a 

separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not 

hear”. (59:1-2). 
 

As we complete our study of 2nd Corinthians, if Paul were coming to our town with the same 

admonition, what if anything would we need to change so his next visit would be a joy for both of us? 



1.  How would you describe Paul’s perspective, attitude and actions as indicated in verses 1 and 2? 

Is this church discipline? If so, what model does Paul follow? Is it similar to Matthew 18? If so, 

how? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How is authority viewed in our world? Has the world view of authority permeated the church? 

If so, how? If not, what protected it. How is church to be organized and what is its organizational 

structure according to the Bible? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Paul tells the Corinthian church to “test yourselves” and “examine yourselves!”, what is Paul 

telling them to do? How are they to do it? How does this concept apply to us? What is the only 

remedy for self-deception?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How important is prayer? What are some Bible verses that deal with prayer and its 

importance? How is your prayer life and what actions are you willing to take to improve this 

intimate time with Christ?  

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

5. Paul concludes the main content of 2 Corinthians with one sentence warning or summary. What 

is his message? What was his authority? How would you explain “for building up and not tearing 

down”? Paul visited the Corinthians again (Acts 20:2-3), what was the condition of the church? 

 

 


