
Warning and Action  

1 Peter Chapter 4 
 

     How many times have you seen, heard or read the Biblical truth “God is love”? Several, I would suspect. 

Even pagans use it thinking this verse as some type of trump card or key thought that supports their position 

as they accuse, attack and ridicule Christians and the Church. Even though the text is obviously true, it does 

not say, “God is only love” or “God is all love”. Satan has been exceptionally successful convincing society 

and even some in the church, “God is (only) love”. I wonder how many people have gone to Hell because 

they believed God’s only attribute, the way he will deal with all things is love. The world does not think or 

want to think about eternal judgment or hell, so it creates god as a loving great grandfather figure, who will 

open the doors of heaven to anyone and everyone. After all, a god who is only love would never punish some 

nor would he send someone to hell for all eternity. Unfortunately, God’s love includes His judgment.  

     We are reminded by Peter, “The end of all things is at hand; therefore” (7). The end (-telos) is not a 

chronological term meaning cessation or conclusion. It means completion, fulfillment or the goal has been 

achieved. As we read this warning, remember, we need to remember Christ’s return has always been 

imminent. It was imminent to Peter’s readers and it is imminent to us today. John Calvin once said, “if we 

could understand the perpetuity of future life, many ages would appear to us like a moment.”  When Christ 

returns, all will be judged starting with the “ …household of God”. (17) Peter than goes on to state, “AND IF 

IT IS WITH DIFFICULTY THAT THE RIGHTEOUS IS SAVED, WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE 

GODLESS MAN AND THE SINNER?” We know our salvation is certain (1 Peter 1:4-5), so Peter is not 

introducing uncertainty about the assurance of salvation, nor is he addressing the initial steps of coming to 

faith, rather he is talking about the process and the difficult road believers must follow to persevere to the 

end. Jesus tells his disciples,  “strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, “I tell you, many will seek to 

enter and will not be able.”  (Luke 13:24)  

     Since the end of things are at hand, Peter provides direction to his readers telling them how they are to 

live in the interim. He tells them to be of sound judgment, which literally means be in our right mind. Since 

we belong to Christ, our minds, thoughts, priorities and emotions should be fixed, under control and focused 

on things above. Spiritual alertness and sound judgment are critical components to effective prayer. We 

cannot pray correctly, be heard or much less expect an answer if our minds are focused on worldly thoughts, 

worldly objectives and selfish purposes. We need to live holy lives, read and meditate upon God’s word, 

daily, so His thoughts become our thoughts and our prayers reflect His desires. Above all, Peter tells them to 

be fervent in love for one another. Fervent ( – ektenes) means to exert maximum effort in your love 

for one another. This love is agape love, sacrificial, volitional love which requires us to stretch ourselves 

even if the result is painful, injurious or causes us to be misunderstood. It is love that forgives others of 

offenses and “covers a multitude of sins”. Some commentators believe it is God’s love covering sins while 

others say it describes believers who are lovingly covering each other’s transgression. Since the text doesn’t 

clearly differentiate between the two, in both cases it seems like a good axiom, love does cover sin. Peter 

goes on to tell them to “be hospitable to one another without complaint”. This hospitality extends to both 

friend and stranger. The word for hospitable (φιλόξενος philóxenos) literally means to love strangers. This is 

both an Old and New testament requirement. Under the Mosaic law Jews were to extend hospitality to 

strangers (Deut. 14:29, Ex.22:21). In the New Testament, it is Jesus commended believers who provided 

food, clothing and shelter to another. (Matt.25:35-40). But the mere act of hospitality not only addresses the 

physical provision, but it is to be accompanied with the right attitude. Regardless of the sacrifice required, 

hospitality is to be done without complaint. It reminds me of a Bedouin who said, “even if my enemy 

appears at this (his) tent, I am bound to feast with him and protect him with my life.” Quite a contrast to 

many who agree with Benjamin Franklin who said, “Guests, like fish, begin to smell after three days.” 

Today, we have hospitality products, experts, organizations, and hospitality flash cards but real hospitality is 

a matter of loving, providing, and caring for one another while considering each opportunity as a privilege. 

Peter then tells them to employ their “special gifts” in serving one another.  

     Isn’t it interesting, Peter feels compelled to remind his readers the end of all things is at hand and to pay 

attention how they are living? Maybe they were not paying attention, maybe their lives were so busy, the 

important things were being ignored. Sound familiar? Maybe we need to listen to Peter’s reminder. 



1. What are the main points of this chapter? (1-6) (7-19) How would you explain the second part of the 

first verse, “…because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin”? List the things that are 

to be avoided (no longer lived in) and how are they avoided? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Who are they, why are they surprise and what do because they are surprised? Have you 

experienced this in your life? Explain. What will happen to them? Why is the gospel preached? How 

would you explain “For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Verse 7 begins, “The end of all things in at hand”. List the things Peter tells his readers to do and/or 

be because of this fact. What is the desired outcome of their actions? What does, “because love covers 

a multitude of sin mean?         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What does Peter tell and explain to his readers in verses 12-16? What should be our reaction to a 

“fiery trial”? Why is one who suffers for Christ blesses? How should Christians react to suffering? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Where will judgment begin and who will face greater judgment? How would you explain the 

statement, “and if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved” and who are they?  What should 

those who suffer according to the will of God do? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


