
What!?  

1 Peter Chapter 3 

     1 Peter 3:18-22 reads, “For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might 

bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; in which also He went and 

made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept 

waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 

brought safely through the water. Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt 

from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is 

at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been 

subjected to Him.”  

     One of the things you learn in a homiletics (how to preach) class or book is the use of illustrations. 

Illustrations should never be so complex you need to explain them since they are used to make something 

clear not more confusing. Peter’s message in verses 18 -22 is clear. Christ unjustly suffered as a witness to a 

lost world, however he was position and purpose was corroborated in His resurrection and ascension. Noah 

was another example of a witness to the lost and God vindicated him by delivering him and his family safely 

through the flood event. Both are reminders that we are also to be a witness in an increasingly hostile world 

knowing God will deliver us. Peter wants his readers to bear witness through baptism, even amid 

persecution, knowing God will deliver them.  

     Even though the point is clear, these verses are among the most difficult in the New Testament to 

interpret. Martyn Luther said this in his commentary, “..a wonderful test is this, and a more obscure passage 

perhaps than any other in the New Testament, so I do not know for certain just what Peter means.” Jesus 

Christ was crucified, died and was buried but Peter reminds us that He was made alive in the spirit. The 

Greek omits the definite article, which suggests Peter is not talking about the Holy Spirit. The Lord was 

spiritually alive. His eternal spirit has been, is and always be alive but He did experience separation from the 

Father when all God’s wrath and the full burden of our iniquities was placed upon Him. We will never be 

able to fully explain or fathom the alienation Christ experienced on the cross.  

     We are then told Christ “made proclamation to the spirits now in prison.” Three popular positions on this 

passage are: 1) Christ went and preached the Gospel to the spirits who were disobedient during the time of 

Noah residing in hell. 2) Christ went and announced his victory and resurrection to the fallen spirit world that 

was defeated by His actions. 3) The Spirit of Christ was in Noah (1Peter 1:10-11) preaching (2 Peter 2:5) to 

the ungodly humans who existed at that time (Genesis 6:9-12) who are now held in prison waiting final 

judgment (2 Peter 2:9). So, what do we know? We know “He went” (πορεύομαι) (poreúomai) from one 

place to another. He went there to (κηρύσσω) (kērússō) proclaim or make a public announcement. He made 

that announcement to “the spirits” () Pneumasin, a word normally used of the angelic realm. 

Peter would have used () psuchai if he was referring to human beings alive or deceased. We also 

know these “spirits” are in prison referring to a place of imprisonment because they “were once disobedient” 

during the days of Noah.  So, we find ourselves in a similar position to Martin Luther, uncertain about what 

Peter means. Does this mean Christ proclaimed triumph to the beings in prison? Are they the angels that 

were not spared the angels when they sinned, who were cast into pits of darkness, reserved for judgment? (2 

Peter 2:4-6) Does 1 Timothy 3:16 possibly bring some clarity to our dillema, “Beyond all question, the 

mystery from which true godliness springs is great: He appeared in the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, 

was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory”? 
Based on Scripture, what do you think?  

     We now come to Peter’s statement, “Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you…”  Some interpret 

Peter’s statement to mean baptism is salvific. But we need to remember, “A text without context is a pretext 

for a proof text.” In other words, we need to examine the context in which something is said or written so we 

do not misuse, misrepresent, misinterpret or misuse it to support a position that it does not support. We know 

from the rest of scripture, and even from this text, Peter does not mean that baptism is the instrument of 

salvation or redeems everyone who receives it. As John MacArthur puts it, “The only baptism that saves is 

dry – the spiritual one unto the death as well as the resurrection of Christ – of those who appeal to God place 

them into the spiritual ark of salvation safety.” Christ’s work is finished. He is at the right hand of God. Have 

you appealed to God for a good conscience? Surrender, safety, security and eternity lie in the balance.  



1. What do the first 6 verses tell us about wives? What are they to be and do? Why? What do these 

verses say about how a wife is to adorn herself? What is the goal and example given? Is this even a 

consideration today? Why or Why not?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What does verse 7 tell us about the duties of a husband? How would you define “weaker vessel”? 

What is your wife’s position in relationship to grace? What happens if husbands do not pay attention 

to this guidance? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. List the characteristics and actions Peter uses to “Sum it up” in verses 8-9 and define each 

characteristic.  How is this guidance viewed today and do we see these characteristics in the church 

today?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What should motivate our pursuit of the characteristics in verses 8-9? What is the desired 

position/condition and what actions would reflect our pursuit of those goals? (10-12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  As you examine verses 13-17, list the things we should remember about suffering, our preparedness 

and the impact of verifiable godly living when we are defamed as evil doers. Do you have any real life 

examples? 

    

 

 

 

 

 

6. Construct a brief outline of verses 18-22. What is clear conclusions can we draw from these verses? 

What makes interpretation of them so difficult?  

 


