
Test the Spirits 
1 John Chapter 4   

 

     In a BVOV Broadcast in 2004, Gloria Copeland, said to an audience, from the pulpit, “you are supposed 

to control the weather. We don’t fly in bad weather, but we could see the weather over here (pointing to her 

right). And I looked out the window and that tornado came down like this (pointing to the ground) and Ken 

said, “I rebuke you in the name of the name of Jesus, you just get back up there”. And that tornado went 

whoop whoop. (and disappeared)”. Or how about Creflo Dollar and Benny Hinn who say, “As spiritual 

beings who possess the nature of God, we have the ability to speak things into existence just like God”. In 

another instance, Joel Olsteen said, “I know Jesus is Savior and all but I think too, when I spent a lot of time 

in India, you know, I been with a lot of Hindu people. They are nice, kind people who love god as well”. 

Then there is his wife, Victoria, who said from the pulpit, “you see Jesus was man until God touched him 

and put the spirit of the living god on the inside of him. And that’s encouraging today”. Larry Huch said, 

“Jesus is the first born of many. Jesus is not the only begotten Son of God.” Kenneth Copeland said, “I was 

shocked when I found out who the biggest failure in Bible actually is….based on the Bible it’s God”. He 

makes that statement because he says god is a failure because he lost his most anointed angel and when 

Adam and Eve fell, he said god lost the earth”. Creflo Dollar, Pastor of the World Changers Church in 

Atlanta, Georgia said, “I’m gona say to you right now, you are gods, little g, gods. You are gods because you 

came from god and you are gods. You are not just human, the only human part about you is this physical 

body that you live in. The real me is just like god”.  

     Sadly, thousands of people are listening to these heresies, applauding their presentation and buying into 

the doctrines of demons. We live in an age where false teachers claim the Bible is not inspired lowering it to 

the level of the Quran, Bhagavad-Gita or the Book of Mormon. Others say there are many ways to salvation 

embarrassed to say Jesus is, “the way, the truth, and the life, no one comes to the Father, but through Me”. 

Psychology is now the societal authority on human nature. Biblical descriptions of us as sinners by nature, 

selfish, prideful and in need of rescue are not in vogue. Standards of right and wrong shift like the sand on a 

beach in a hurricane. The terms husband and wife are being replaced with partner, viable children are 

euthanized in the name of choice and false theologies are called “diversity awareness. Isn’t it interesting, 

many who have to deal with the often-difficult situations created by giving in to these ideas, who live life 

without god, who are not Christian are prone to pray for relief? 

     John is obviously speaking to specific issues in the church of his day that were calling into question the 

character of Jesus, denying the Trinity, the nature of Christ being fully God and fully man, and the way of 

salvation. Some were following these false teachers and in the first verse John tells them, “do not believe 

every spirit,..” This command could be translated “stop believing”. He wanted his readers to critically 

examine the false teachings and if they had accepted their message, John wanted them to immediately stop it, 

change course and remember “greater is He who is in you, than he who is in the world”. John commands 

them to “test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone into the 

world”. The standard given to his readers include; confessing Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 

those who do not are from the spirit of the antichrist. 

     We need to remember, any teaching that contradicts scripture is not from God. We live in a time when 

“men will not up with sound doctrine, but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for 

themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires and will turn their ears from the truth and will turn 

aside to myths.”. We can only discern erroneous teaching masquerading as Biblical truth if we know and 

compare what we hear, see and read to the Bible. The Berean Christians did not take the Apostle Paul’s word 

as truth until they checked his teaching against the scriptures. ““Now these Jews were more noble than those 

in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these 

things were so.” (Acts 17:11) A discerning heart seeks knowledge, keeps wisdom in view, acquires 

knowledge, preserves sound judgment and discernment and does not let them out of his site. (Pro. 15:14: 

3:21). “Solid food is for the mature, who because practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.” 

C.S. Lewis said, “Consequently, if you do not listen to Theology, that will not mean that you have no ideas 

about God. It will mean that you have a lot of wrong ones – bad, muddled, our of date ideas.” We need to 

test the spirits and the only way to do that is to become meat eaters and not milk drinkers. (Heb 5:12-14) 



1.  What did John command his readers to do? Look up the Greek words for do not believe, what did 

you discover? What did he tell them to do and how were they to do it?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Who have they “overcome”, how did they overcome them? How would you explain verse 5 and how 

does that verse evidenced today? What is another condition of those who are from God and those who 

are not? What does that condition indicate? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What type of love is John telling his readers to exhibit? Why? How would you explain verse 8? 

What are some of evidences of “…love from God”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How is God’s love manifest in us? Define the word “propitiation”, how does it relate to God sending 

His Son? What should verses 9-11 cause believers to do? What is John’s point in verses 12-16?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Verse 17 starts off with the statement, “By this”, what does that mean? What is the result of love 

being perfected in them and how does it manifest itself in action?  

 


