
To Destroy the Works of the Devil 
1 John Chapter 3   

 

     As believers, we long for the day when we shall be transformed and transfigured into the likeness of 

Christ. A day when we shall be remade incorruptible and stand before the throne of God having no spot or 

blemish because of the blood of our Lord and Savior washes our crimson sin as white as snow. In that day, 

sin, along with all of its nuances, will be abolished, forever. 

     As we read 1 John chapter 3, we can see the obvious contrasts between the children of God and children 

of the devil. Within John’s description of those born of God or minions of Satan we read, “The Son of God 

appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil.” What are the works of the devil? 

Let’s start at the beginning, Genesis 3:1-6. Satan is characterized as “more crafty than any beast of the field 

the Lord had made”. Satan initiates a dialog with Eve, asks leading questions, takes advantage of her 

innocence, and eventually achieves his desired result. Adam and all his seed were now slaves to sin. Man’s 

relationship with God severely damaged. They know the difference between good and evil. Death becomes a 

reality known and experienced by all mankind. We are sinful from the time we are conceived and born in 

iniquity because of Adam. ““Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death 

through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned”. (Rom 5:12).  

     Jesus in 2 Corinthians 11:14 says, “Whatever he (Satan) speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for 

he is a liar and the father of lies.” The first lie recorded in the Bible is told by Satan who said, “You surely 

not die.” Lying, including telling half-truths, is the primary weapon in Satan’s arsenal. Jesus destroys the lies 

of His adversary with truth. Other things we know of Satan are; he is the god of this world (2 Cor 4:4) but 

not for long; he is the tempter who purposefully leads others astray (1 Thes 3:5); he is the “…the great 

dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole 

world - when was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.” His talents include 

but are not limited to deception, temptation, corruption, thievery, murder, distortion, redirection, division and 

death, just to mention a few.     

     So how did Jesus destroy the works of devil? First by becoming a man. 1:1 “In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 

things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 

4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. 5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not comprehend it”. Hebrews 2:14-15 tells us He came to render powerless the devil and his power of death, 

“Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that 

through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and might free 

those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives”.  

     In our text we see sin, lawlessness and deception along side purification, rejection of sin, love, keeping 

His commandments and abiding in Him. The works of the devil are sin, sin is lawlessness and lawlessness 

replaces the truths and requirements of God with the things we would prefer or want to do (lust of the eyes, 

lust of the flesh and boastful pride of life). Satan cultivates within us a desire to rebel and put our desires 

above His desires. Jesus destroys all of these through his birth, life, example, death, burrial and resurrection.  

     The work Satan began against those created in the image of God in the garden of Eden was only the 

beginning. Satan’s goal of deception, division, destruction and dominion have been, are and will be 

experienced by all who live on this planet up to the time of the God calls His own home, returns as He 

promised, and “renders to every man according to what he has done” (Rev 22:12). Until then, we need to 

“hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful”. We need to show 

“our love not with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth”.  

     In the words of Spurgeon, “the great Father has put His mark on the lump of clay and we can see from the 

rough draft that He will fashion it and form it into the perfect image of his dear Son. After that image we are 

struggling. It is begun in us and the power of the Spirit of God, and he will not fail nor be discouraged till the 

purpose of God shall be accomplished, and all the works of Satan in us shall be destroyed. This robs death of 

all dread; the prospect of being totally free from sin makes us welcome even the grave, if by that road we are 

to come to the home of the perfect.”  As we evaluate our lives and look into the mirror, whose fatherly image 

to we see? 



1.  Look up the Greek words for the opening words of 1 John 3:1. What did you discover and is it 

important? Why or Why not?  How will we be like Him and what will we notice? (1 Corinthians 

15:49-53 may help) How do verses 3-6 characterize the pure and the sinner? Explain? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What does John warn his readers to observe in verses 7-8  and why was that warning necessary? 

What did the “Son of God” appear for and what was the result? How should that have impacted 

John’s readers? How should this warning be a wake-up call for us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What does it mean to be born of God and how does that relate to sin? How would you explain the 

statement, “and he cannot sin”? Explain your answer. (1 John 1:8, 9, 10; Rom 16:17; 1 Cor 5:11; 2 

Thes. 3:6, 14-15; Titus 3:10 and 1 Tim 6:3-5 may help) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. List the things that identify “the children of God and the children of the devil”. What did you learn 

from making the list? Why did Cain kill Abel and why is that important?  Is the same standard viable 

today? Why or why not? (10-18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  How do we know we “are of the truth”? How does our heart impact our behavior and confidence 

before God? Does it impact our prayer life? How? What do the closing verses tell us about “His 

commandments”? 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 


