
Worldliness  

1 John Chapter 2   

   

     “Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 

in him.”  The verse begins with a command, “Do not love the world”, the other parts of the text are a 

presentation of position, argument and incentive for why we should not love the world. How do we avoid it?  

     Maybe we should follow the example of a person in the 5th century named Simeon the Stylite, who 

attempted to escape worldliness by living perched on a platform on top of a pillar. Over the 37 years he lived 

there, thousands flocked to see him and listen to his preaching. For 500 years, others followed his example 

and became pillar dwellers. If that is too drastic, we could follow the example of the Amish or certain sects 

of the Mennonites. We could paint our cars black, so they are plain, dress in plain black and white clothing, 

make sure we don’t have any modern comforts like indoor plumbing, electricity and attempt to isolate 

ourselves from the world as much as possible. When I was growing up in Pennsylvania you were worldly if 

you smoked, drank, danced, went to movies or play cards.  

     If we are not to love the world or the things in the world, we need to determine what the word world 

means. It is one of John’s favorite words. He uses it 78 times in the Gospel According to John, 24 times in 

his epistles or letters, and 3 times in Revelation. The word translated world in the Greek is kosmos () 

literally means “something ordered” or a properly ordered system (like the universe). It may refer to the 

physical world  as in John 1:10, “He was in the world, and the world was created by Him, but the world did 

not recognize Him”; or people in the world as in John 3:16, ““For God so loved the world, that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. “For God did not 

send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.” He also uses 

the word to refer to organized evil under control of Satan, 1 John 5:19, “We know that we are from God, and 

the whole world lies in the power of the evil one”.  

     So, what are we to do? First, understand isolation is not contained in the text. Jesus, in John 17:15-16 

states, “I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. “They are not of 

the world, even as I am not of the world. “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.” In other words, we 

are to be in the world but not of the world. Jesus prayed for protection from a world that lies in the power of 

Satan. We can not be lights in the midst of darkness or impact the world with the gospel message and not be 

in the world.  

     Second, we have to continually evaluate ourselves to see if we have compromised God’s standard for the 

cultural standard. There is no middle ground, either the love of God will push out the world or the love of the 

world will push out God. Jesus said in Matthew 6:24, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate 

the one and love the other or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 

wealth”. As we look at our perspective on life, are those perspectives grounded in Biblical truth or are they 

based on what is trendy for the day, or what we choose to believe. The first position requires Biblical 

evaluation. The second is influenced by the information continually presented on line, in various television 

shows, and movies. Their goal is desensitization. When we are repeatedly presented with a thing the Bible 

calls sin in a fashion that presents it as normal, we begin to minimize or even miss the danger of redefining 

sin as normal. “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their 

ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires and will turn 

away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.” (2 Timothy 4:3–4) 

     Third, we need to pay attention to “all that is in the world.” John gives three categories of sin which are 

“not from the Father but is from the world”. The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride 

of life. You are either going to pursue God’s will and live or you will pursue the things of the world and 

thereby receive justice. Pursuing the lust of the flesh will results in the deeds of the flesh. (Gal. 5:19-21; Rom 

1:24). The lust of the eyes started David’s sin with Bathsheba and caused Saul to react and be condemned. 

Jesus emphasizes the lust of the eyes when he raises the standard of adultery to include “looking at a woman 

with lust”. Sight is an amazing gift from God, but sin perverts it into covetousness and dissatisfaction 

moving us to sin. The boastful pride of life results in arrogance, self-elevation and seeks to glorify self. Many 

don’t see pride in themselves or their pursuits as being prideful. We are either humbly grateful to God or 

seeking the things that glorify self instead of glorifying God. Be on guard, these three things are relentless.  



1.  Why did John write his letter? What is the word for “Advocate” and what does it mean? Define the 

word “Propitiation” how does it apply to a Christian? How do we know if we have “come to know 

Him” or not. How should the love of God manifested in our life? (1-6)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is John saying in verses 7-11? What does he contrast in these verses and how does it describe 

who they (or we) really are?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Verses 12-14 begin with the statement, “I am writing to….” Who is he writing to in these verses and 

what how does he describe each group of people? What is John’s point in these verses? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. John warns his readers, “Do not love the world or the things in the world”? Make a list of John’s 

warnings in verses 15-24. How does he describe the worldly and what does he expect from those who 

are believers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Make a list of the things John writes about in the closing verses of chapter 2. (25-29). How would 

you explain, “and you have no need for anyone to teach you”? What does it mean to abide in Him? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


