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How to Make Christmas Come Alive for Children 
 
 
When we tell kids Bible “stories,” the line between fact and fiction can sometimes get blurry. Use these 
ideas to emphasize the real-life, real-person aspect of Christmas. 

 
 During Advent (the four weeks leading to Christmas), discuss the exciting anticipation of waiting for a 

special guest.  
 Visit a living nativity scene, complete with farm animals. 
 As a family, create your own interactive nativity scene, using costumes and props to put yourselves 

into the action. 
 Use building blocks and toys to create scenes from the first Christmas (road to Bethlehem, the inn, 

the stable). Take a picture of each scene and then compile a computer slideshow. 
 Create birth announcements for Jesus and include them with your family’s Christmas cards. 
 Make gingerbread nativity scenes. (Marshmallows and stick pretzels make great angels and sheep!) 
 Make ornaments by tying red ribbon to concrete nails. Hang them on your Christmas tree and discuss 

the fact that Jesus was born so he could die on a tree for us. 
 Have young children dictate the Christmas account to you. Each year, re-read them as a family. 

 
The next page contains more ways your family can celebrate the true reason for the Christmas season. 
 

TEACHABLE  
MOMENTS 
 

Although Jesus’ birth marks the beginning of the New Testament, he’s also present throughout the Old 
Testament. In fact, the first promise of a Savior occurs in Genesis 3, before Adam and Eve are sent from 
the Garden of Eden. Throughout the Old Testament, prophets tell of a coming Messiah who will save 
people from their sins. As we look forward to celebrating again the birth of that Messiah, Jesus, we also 
can look forward to the day when he’ll return to take us to live with him in heaven. What an important 
message of Christmas hope to share with our children—and our world! 
 
Jesus’ Family Tree Gather brown bulletin-board paper, construction paper, scissors, markers, and tape. 
Twist and shape the brown paper into a tree trunk and branches. Attach green leaf shapes. Cut 10 ovals 
from construction paper. On each one, write an ancestor of Jesus (see Matthew 1:2-16). Cut a larger 
oval, write “Jesus” on it, and tape it to the center of the tree. Then tape the rest of the names in order from 
the bottom up. To show you’re part of Jesus’ family, write each of your names on a shape and tape those 
above Jesus’ name. Display the tree by your Christmas tree. 

Fear Not! Cover light switch plates with chalkboard spray paint. Talk about times you were scared in the 
dark. Say: “When Jesus’ earthly dad, Joseph, was afraid, an angel visited in the night to tell him that God 
was with him.” Read aloud Matthew 1:18-23. Say: “Joseph heard God was with him. He didn’t need to be 
scared.” With glow-in-the-dark paint, write on your switch plates a short Bible verse about fear (see 
Joshua 1:9; Psalm 23:4; Isaiah 35:4; Matthew 6:34; and John 14:27). Use the switch plates as reminders 
to pray and not be afraid when you turn out the light to go to bed at night. 

Talk to Bethlehem Place signs throughout your home to help retell the Christmas story. As you walk, 
discuss the sounds Mary and Joseph may have heard, how tired they might have felt, where they could 
have stopped for water, and so on. Cut out five identical triangle shapes. On each one, write a Bible 

  How to Keep Christ in Christmas 

“I bring you good news 
that will bring great joy to 
all people. The Savior—

yes, the Messiah, the 
Lord—has been born 

today in Bethlehem, the 
city of David!” 

—Luke 2:10-11, 
 



passage: Luke 1:28; Luke 2:1; Luke 2:7; Luke 2:9-10; and Luke 2:15. Use each triangle to tell about that 
part of Jesus’ birth. At the end of the walk, attach the triangles to form a star. 

Three Gifts for Jesus Read aloud Matthew 2:2. Say: “The wise men gave baby Jesus gold to show he’s 
a king.” Place a gold-colored photo frame or fancy costume jewelry under your Christmas tree. Take turns 
naming things you love about Jesus. Read Revelation 5:8. Say: “The wise men gave Jesus frankincense, 
a spice people used when they worshipped God.” Set an unlit candle or other fragrant item under the 
tree. Take turns offering prayers as a gift to Jesus. Read John 19:39-40. Say: “The wise men brought 
myrrh, an ointment put on bodies that were going to be buried.” Set out lotion or perfume. Take turns 
thanking Jesus for dying for your sins. 
*********************************************************************************************************************** 
I hope you have enjoyed some of these suggestions that this article suggests to do as a 
family. Whether you choose to do these activities or some your family has done traditionally 
every year I hope that Christ is at the center of your conversations and celebrations.  
 
Merry Christmas and God Bless!!   Kimberly Jacobson  ~   Director of Children/Youth & Family Ministries 
                                                             507-525-0747                    Kimmykimmyj@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 

  

 

December 16 – Worship 
at 8:30 and 10:45 led by 
Sunday School Children, 
teens and adults.  Theme 
is Sharing Our Treasures.  
Have you placed an act 
of kindness on the 
Sparkle Tree in the 
sanctuary? 

 
 

 
Inter-generational 

Family Caroling 
Event 

December 2nd,  
1:30 p.m.  

 
************** 

Walk around Blue Earth 
and bring Christmas Joy 

to people in the community 

   Keeping the Community 
 Safe 

 

Come and learn about the steps you can take to 
protect your home and the ones you love from the 

Top 10 Apps and Scams.  
 

Presented by: The Faribault County 
Sheriff’s Department  

 
Trinity Gathering Place 6:00 p.m. 

December 12th 
(Confirmation Class time) 

 
~~~ Open to the Public~~ 

  

          


