
        
 ALL SAINTS DAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2020 

 
On November 1, 2020, we remember those in our 
Trinity family who have been baptized or have died 
since November 1, 2019.  Their names will be 
included in the on-line Worship service. 
 
Those baptized include: 
Willa Stindtman, Adeline Hassing  
Karter Foster and Derek Foster. 
 
Those deceased include: 
Berdette Teigland, Richard “Dick” Holmseth,  
Harold “Duane” Gartzke, Ronald Hanevik,  
Ronald Stensland, Jerald Thoreson, Betty A Kuhn, 
Sharon Erichsrud, Ruthy Johnson, Hazel Enger, 
Frederic ‘Frog’ Anderson, Jane Olson 
 
The photo collage on November 1 will also include 
special people who are known to Trinity members. 
 
Worship Options: 
A tentative schedule of Sunday worship services is 

below. A future plan may be to provide 
family Sunday School in the Gathering 
Space on the alternate Sundays of 
worship in the sanctuary. More details 
later! 

Nov 1 – On-line 
Nov 8 – In Person in sanctuary 
Nov 15 – Drive-In (depending on weather!) 
Nov 22 – In Person in sanctuary 
Nov 29 – On-line 
 
On-line worship services will be pre-recorded for 
every Sunday for the remainder of this year.  The link 
is available on Trinity’s website (Betrinity.com) and 
on our Facebook page – Trinity Lutheran Church Blue 
Earth.   
Pre-recorded worship is shown on Bevcomm’s 
Channel 7 on Wednesdays at 11:00 and 4:00. 
 
 
Daylight Savings Time ENDS on Nov. 1st. 
Remember to ‘fall back’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No Release Time at Trinity 
The Christian Education Committee is 
sad to report that there will not be 
Release Time at Trinity Lutheran 
Church at this time.  

 Due to the current situation with COVID-19, we are 
unable to locate the number of adult volunteers 
necessary to hold Release Time classes.  
If the situation should improve this school year, we 
will try again to locate the necessary teachers to hold 
classes. We have every intention to be back holding 
Release Time classes next school year. 
 
The Education Committee has 8 Sunday School-in-a-
Box kits still available. 
If you would like some religious lessons and activities 
for your child to do at home with you, please call the 
church office 526-3463 to make arrangements to pick 
one up. 

 
Confirmation Classes  
Nov  4  – 8th Grade  
Nov 11 – 7th Grade 

       Nov 18 – 8th Grade 
 
Nov 18 – 7th Grade students’ Food Collection in 
Trinity’s parking lot. Members are asked to bring non-
perishable Food Shelf donations to the parking lot in 
your back seat or trunk. The students will unload them 
for you. 
If it is not possible for you to bring a donation, give us 
a call and we will arrange for someone to come and 
pick things up from outside your door. 
 
Items most in need at the Food Shelf: 
Graham crackers, Saltine crackers 
Peanut Butter (16 oz jars – smooth or chunky)  
Tuna in water (5 oz cans)  
CANNED pineapple slices, French cut green beans, 
stewed or diced tomatoes, carrots, cream-style corn, 
and/or peas 
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“Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain 
village, where a woman named Martha welcomed him 
into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at 
the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 
But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came 
to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my 
sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then 
to help me.” But the Lord answered her, 
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many 
things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has 
chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from 
her.”                                            - Luke 10:38-42 
 

Keep the main thing, the main thing. 
This phrase was said to me as I was 
studying to be a pastor. Perhaps 
you’ve heard some form of the phrase 
in aspects of your life. I share the 

words from the Gospel of Luke with you as we look 
towards a holiday season unlike any we have known, 
but such a phrase might be helpful. Keep the main 
thing, the main thing or as Jesus says “the better part.” 
  
As we look towards November and December, we are 
called do look towards the better part. To keep our 
eyes and ears open for what Jesus may be calling us to 
do in order to follow him. In this season, in this 
pandemic, I wonder if it is a call to not be distracted or 
worried by that which is not absolutely essential, to 
actually discern what is essential and then change our 
expectations for everything else. A call to do less so in 
order that we as a body of faith can focus more on 
what we can do. A call to do differently in order to 
lower risk.  
A well-known epidemiologist on a pod-cast I listen to 
weekly called upon his listeners to “give us eight 
months” -- not meaning that the pandemic would be 
over but mitigation in these next months would keep 
thousands safer drawing us closer to a vaccine and 
hopefully its distribution. A reminder to fight against 
the virus and not against one another’s well being 
 
On October 25th, in addition to on-line, we gathered 
for worship in our sanctuary. The Covid Task Force 
recommends that we gather for worship every other 
week as long as Covid positivity rates in our county 
do not go over 7%. We recognize we are not in 
normal times and we must do less to mitigate risk. We 
also recognize the amount of energy, risk, and 
volunteers it takes to host a service and follow Covid-
19 guidance as well as do other parts of ministry in 
this covid time. The Covid-Task force and Council 
also recognize any plans we create may need to 
change quickly. Given current numbers and what may 
lay ahead, we are exploring alternative plans for 

Christmas knowing services in our building may not 
be possible.  
 
So I invite you to wonder about what is the better 
part? We follow a God who built a Church not in a 
building, but of people. We follow a God who gives 
us the power to be connected when we are not 
together through the Holy Spirit and no matter what 
the advent and Christmas season looks like, a God 
who will dwell with us. May we know the better part 
is already in our midst. 
 
                                United in Christ, Pastor Jeanette 
 
 

Prayers are on-going for those 
connected to our Trinity Family: 
 
Donna Anderson, Mona Anseeuw, 
Carl Badje, Kathy Benz, Cheri 
Brooks, Vi Evans, Eddie Ekstrand, 

Karter Foster, Deb LaMont, Dottie Lawson, Virginia 
Mehrhof, Shirley Mueller, Marilyn Olson, Rodney 
Peterson, Connie Shure, Harley Skogen, Janice Sohn, 
Verne Tibbetts, Hudson Zierke, Sister Verna Meckes 
(Dale Meckes’ mother), Don Yokiel (Jean Dikken’s 
dad), Vicki Ryberg (John Hansen’s friend), Pamela 
Anderson (Angela Murphy’s Mom/Gracelyn, Camden 
and Everly’s Grandmother), Judith Aakre (Harley 
Skogen’s daughter); Brian Keebaugh, wife Kathy and 
son Zach (Greg’s Keebaugh’s brother/family), Lewis 
Olson (son of Beverly Olson), Forrest Passer (husband 
of Jenny Smith Passer) currently deployed overseas, 
Jan Bjelland (wife of retired St Luke’s Chaplain Arne 
Bjelland) 
 
Christian Condolences to the family and friends of 
Fred ‘Frog’ Anderson who died on October 26th. 
Christian Condolences to the family and friends of 
Jane Olson who died on October 27th. 
 
Milestones! 
Do you have a ‘milestone’ event that you would like 
to share with our Trinity family?   Milestones would 
be included in the pre-recorded on-line services. 
Please email your event to: Tlcmilestones@gmail.com 
 
Two recent Milestones are. 
*Congratulations to Dick and Darlene Mair who 
celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary on Oct 2nd. 
*Congratulations to Chandler Kienitz and Mariah 
Richter who were married Oct 17th in Blue Earth. 



 
Sheila Hanke 
Education Coordinator 
 
 

 
I am very happy to be Trinity Lutheran Church's plus 
one to the staff.  As the new Education Coordinator  
I am looking forward to working with 
congregational families (birth to 5th grade).  I am 
looking forward to getting to know everyone and 
working on programming options during this unique 
period of time we are experiencing.  I look forward to 
the opportunity to meet each of you in-person or by 
other means.   
I would like to take a moment and share a little bit 
about myself and my family.  I am married to Brent 
Hanke, the youngest son of Ruth and Jerome Hanke, 
of Blue Earth, MN.  We meet at age 17 and have been 
together ever since.  In 2013, we were blessed with 
our son, Andrew.  I love being a mom!  My parents 
are Mike and Juanita Bleess of rural Granada, MN.  
My husband and I both attended the University of 
Minnesota--Mankato.  After college, I interned at the 
National Air and Space Museum, Washington, D.C.    
I later attended graduate school at the University of 
Oklahoma and studied textile conservation with the 
National Museum of Prague.  
I have worked primarily in the museum field since 
graduate school as a field advisor, conservator, 
teacher, and registrar.  I am thankful for the 
opportunity to teach at Museum School to the diverse 
population of Des Moines, Iowa.    
After the birth of our son, Brent and I decided to 
relocate to Minnesota to be closer to family. We 
selected Austin as our new hometown due to its 
proximity to family and it is a small, diverse 
rural city.  Brent is employed in the IT department at 
Hormel Foods and works remotely.  
I spent time raising my son before entering the 
educational field as a substitute teacher (special 
education) and later creating an early childhood and 
family nonprofit.  I spent 5 years developing low-cost 
or free outreach programs that connected 
parents/caregivers and children.  I am very proud of 
the toddler music program partnered with Austin 
Symphony Orchestra members, Flying Through the 
Americas toddler language (Spanish) camp, Culture 
for All that created bridges within the demographics of 
Austin, and Naturegarten that offered purposeful, 
nature-based play that utilized local city and state 
parks.  

Currently, I am closing down my non-profit.  I 
am homeschooling my son.  I enjoy teaching him 
using a nature-themed curriculum.  I have a passion 
for travel, fostering dogs for Veterans, Ghosh yoga, 
baking, meditation, hiking, and swimming.  I love 
working with multi-cultural communities.  
I look forward to integrating into our new community 
and will be looking for recommendations about 
everything from painters to good places to eat. 
I appreciate your warm welcome when I first visited 
your congregation at the invitation of my husband's 
cousin, Paula Nuessmeier, Pastor Jeanette's outreach, 
and thoughtful communication (Facebook, Pandemic 
Family Devotional, website, signage, and newsletter). 
My son and I enjoyed participating in Rachel's 
cooking class this summer and making new friends.   
I feel at home already. 
 
 

 
 
I participated recently in a virtual 
meeting conducted by the SE MN 
Synod and facilitated by Reverend 
Emily Carson.   
At one point during the session 

participants were asked to answer the question, “Why 
does my congregation matter to me?”  I’d encourage 
you in coming days to ask yourself the same question.  
Because it forces us think, the question allows us to 
evaluate our faith and how God is at work in our lives. 
There’s a lot to think about these days.  Rest assured 
God is faithful and continues to work through us.  
Ministry continues at Trinity!  
On a personal note, I’d ask your prayers for the family 
of Carl Enck of New Ulm, a friend to several of us, 
who passed October 16.  Longtime Trinity members 
may remember Carl as the local AAL representative 
and an active member of our congregation in the mid 
to late 1980’s. Let me know if you need contact 
information.   
                   -Kevin Benson, Council President 
 
 
 

 
     Thanksgiving Eve 
 
Worship will be on-line only 
             this year. 

 
 
 



 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Blue Earth, is seeking a 75% 

time (30 hrs. per week) Youth 
Coordinator to work with youth 
grades 6-12. Those interested 
should send a cover letter and 
resume to Trinity Lutheran 

Church, 235 E. 7th St., Blue Earth MN 56013 or email 
to trinity@bevcomm.net   
Questions may be addressed to Terri Hanson, Task 
Force Committee Chair, at tjhanson@bevcomm.net , 
or to Pastor Jeanette Bidne at 507-526-3463.  
 
      

November 29th is the First Sunday 
in Advent.   
 
We acknowledge that the 
Advent / Christmas season will 

look different in 2020. 
The Worship/Art/Music 

Committee is preparing an ‘Advent-
In-A-Bag’ that will be delivered to your home in mid-
November.  The bags will contain Advent devotions 
and items to make your own wreath.  Separate but 
together, the Trinity family will be able to prepare for 
the birth of our Savior. 
On Sunday, November 15 at 10:30 a.m., volunteers 
are needed to help assemble these bags in the 
Gathering Space.  If you are able to help that morning, 
please contact the church office.  Masks will be 
required.  New hand sanitizer stations are on the wall 
at each entrance. 
On November 20, 21 and 22, the Advent-In-A-Bag 
will be delivered to your home.  Please be on the look-
out for this bag.   
 
 

      
Highlights of October 13 Council Meeting  

 

Council met via Zoom on October 13th. 
Devotions and God Showing Up stories were shared.  
Comments from We Will Feast were discussed. 
 
Financial Report:  We are in good financial shape with 
the $33,724 received from the Payroll Protection 
Program Loan in April.  The Forgiveness Application 
has been submitted.  An application for the Faribault 

County CARES Act for Non-Profits for up to $3000 
was submitted on September 24. 
 
Council voted to hire Sheila Hanke as Education 
Coordinator at a compensation of $26,520 annually 
for a ¾ time position.  It is contingent on a successful 
background check.  Start date is being determined as 
she completes projects at her current employment. 
Will continue to advertise for Youth Position. 
 
Working with Covid Task Force to clarify wording in 
Trinity’s Preparedness Plan.  Agreed that in-person 
worship is dependent upon the number of positive 
Covid cases in our county. 
 
Received funds from Debbie Halbakken so the Caring 
Friends Ministry can continue under Trinity’s 501©3 
status.  A new checking account will be opened at 
First Bank, Blue Earth. 
 
*Noted that a Red Cross Blood Drive will be held in 
Trinity’s Gathering Space Nov 18 from 10:00 – 3:00. 
* Council approved giving $150 to the ELCA Fund 
for Leaders in recognition of Rostered Leaders 
Appreciation Month. 
*Will not be ordering offering envelopes for 2021. 
Members will be encouraged to ‘re-use’ what is left in 
your 2020 packet. 
*Property Committee is discussing what type of filters 
to use for most efficient air flow. 
*Mold remediation has been completed at the Fair 
Stand at the fairgrounds. 
*Pastor Jeanette will be attending the SE MN Synod 
Theological Conference Nov 8-10 from a cabin at 
Good Earth Village.  
*Rachel Kienitz will use Instagram (instead of 
Facebook) to connect with high school students. 
 
Complete copy of minutes are available on the bookshelf by the 
office door. 
 

Thank Offering 
 
The Women of the ELCA, our own 
TLCW, will not be able to meet 

together in November for our Thank Offering service. 
We certainly miss being together and long for the time 
when that will once again be possible.  
If you have been setting aside money for your Thank 
Offering, please mail a check to the TLCW Treasurer: 
Jean Hinrichsen, 43097 100th St., Blue Earth, MN 
56013. Please do this by Nov. 15. Thank you! 
Marlene Hanson 



   
BIRTHDAYS 
 

 
Listed below are birthdays of members in the church 
data base.  If there is an addition or correction, please 
call the church office (526-3463). 
 
November 1 – Olivia Dutton 
  2 – Mataya Weber 
  3 – Julienne Teigland 
  4 – Breckett Hassing 
  5 – Chuck Hunt, Merrill Smith 
  6 – Mateja Lane, Sara Wirth 
  7 – Cole Campbell, Carson Meyers 
  8 – Reyes Frank, Brody Hansen   
  9 – McKenna Dutton 
10 – Kim Hagedorn, Brenda Smith 
11 – Tracy Blagg, Gary Holmseth, Jean Spencer 
12 – Ann Crofton, Reegan Howard, Lori Nauman, 
        Jane Resutek            
13 – Hannah Cartwright, Peyton O’Hara 
14 – Brady Bromeland, Mary Erichsrud, 
        Hadley Teems 
15 – Harper Bromeland, Joann Jacobson,  
        Bradley Omland, Gail Pearson   
16 – Renee Beattie, Kohl Jacobsen, Marcus Oelke,  
        Sonja Willmert 
17 – Braden Gudahl 
18 – Wanda Helland 
19 – Don Adams 
20 – Kynlee Foster, Jan Rauenhorst, Kelly Skaden,  
        Tom Sohn 
21 – Bekki Howard 
22 – Gunnar Fering, Bill Olson, Nick Skaden 
24 – Jenna Koenig, Tanner Wickersham 
25 – Eli Blagg, LaDonna Nelson,  
        Nick Schonrock 
26 – Elloyce Queensland, Ron Runge 
27 – Missy Huber, Jean Wagner 
30 – Makayla Grant, Melissa Hagedorn, Becky  
        Hartman, Danielle Mutschler      
 
 Thank You to everyone for the many thoughtful, 

caring and loving words of support I 
have received these past months. 
Through the many beautiful cards, 

gifts, flowers, prayers and food, each 
has been a blessing. I will never forget each 

act of kindness and will be forever grateful to each of 
you. Ren and I feel very blessed to be part of Trinity’s 
family. You have been a blessing to us.  
                                     - Donna and Renny Anderson 

 
The Christmas Season can be tough.  
All are welcome to reflect and hear a 
message of hope in this quiet service. 
The date of Blue Christmas will be 
announced in the December Trumpet 

Newsletter.  Those experiencing any type of loss are 
especially welcome.  

 
 
 

       Community Outreach 
 

The Blue Earth Giving Tree Committee has informed 
us that due to COVID-19 the Giving Tree Program 
has been canceled for this season.  
They are looking for new leadership for the 2021 year.  
This program is very well organized.  They have 
reached many well-deserving recipients over the past 
several years with needed gifts.  The committee 
usually starts its work in September by reaching out to 
different referral sources.  Angel trees have been set 
up in the public library and the Edward Jones office 
for people to select an angel, purchase the gift and 
return it for the committee to wrap and distribute by 
the middle of December (all confidentially).  
If you are interested in taking an active role in this 
much appreciated program for the 2021 season, please 
contact Faye Smith at 526-5494 and leave a message. 
 
Some good news is that there will be an impromptu 
Giving Tree @ Breen’s this year.  If you are aware of 
a need, please contact Pastor Jeanette or the church 
office. 
 
2020 Bundle Up Project WILL be held on Saturday, 
November 7 at the Hope United Methodist Church, 
Blue Earth.  A selection of coats, hats, mittens, snow 
pants will be available for all ages – free of charge.  
Items are in their garage (east end of their parking 
lot).  Open November 7 from 10:00 – Noon.    
 

Weather Cancellations  
 If school closes early on 
Wednesdays, or if BEAS goes to 
distance learning, Wednesday 
activities at Trinity will be  

                                   cancelled.         
For Sunday worship and activities, listen to local radio 
KBEW (1560 AM) or KJLY (104.5 FM) for 
announcements.   
Closures or schedule changes will also be posted on 
Facebook. 



Stories from the Border 
Kathy Chatelain   
Assistant to the Bishop for 
Global Ministry 
 

In January 2018 and 2019, several people from the SE 
MN Synod (including Jim Beattie) traveled to the U.S. 
/ Mexico border.  While there, they interacted with 
asylum seekers, judges, business leaders and border 
patrol agents.  Due to the corona virus, these 
volunteers have been limited in sharing their stories 
within congregation settings.  A 3-part webinar series, 
led by Kathy Chatelain, was presented on August 24, 
September 22 and October 20.   
Below, Jim Beattie, shares from his experiences of 
traveling to the border and becoming a member of the 
SE MN Synod AMMPOARO Ministry Team. 
AMMPARO = Accompanying Migrant Minors through    
Partnership, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities 
 
Attending this webinar series confirmed my 
commitment as a member of the SE MN Synod 
AMMPARO Ministry Team.  
I was a presenter in the first segment of the series, 
giving my impressions of my Border Immersion 
Experience as a member of the Synod delegation in 
late January, 2020. We were hosted by the Border 
Servant Corps, based out of Peace Lutheran Church in 
Las Cruces, New Mexico.  
Kari Lenander, the Executive Director of Border 
Servant Corps, led the second installment of the 
webinar series. She is a tireless advocate for asylum 
seekers. When we asked her what keeps her motivated 
in her work under increasingly difficult conditions, 
her answer was concise and poignant - "my calling to 
mitigate unnecessary suffering."  
The third installment made me think about some 
things that can be done locally to aid asylum seekers 
and refugees in our area. The possibility of Trinity 
becoming a welcoming congregation (not the same as 
a sanctuary congregation), the Conversation with 
Friends Ministry, assisting immigrant children and 
adults with reading and language skills in ELL classes 
here in Blue Earth.  
In spite of the challenges of Covid, many things can 
be done.  The Synod is putting together lists of local 
organizations that are in need of volunteers and other 
assistance should this ministry appeal to you.  
In summation, the series reminded me of Christ's 
teaching to welcome the stranger. 
                                                               -Jim Beattie 
 
 

Election Night Supper Fundraiser – 
Nov 3 
4:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
Blue Earth Senior Center 
 

Meal:  Chicken Noodle or Vegetable Beef Soup, 
Turkey, Ham or Egg Salad Sandwich, bar,  
water or coffee         Free Will donation 
Curbside and To Go Orders only by calling 526-3850 
Proceeds support programs of the Senior Center. 
 
 

 
Office Hours are Monday – Thursday 
                8:30 - Noon 
Emails and voice messages will be 
responded to within 24 hours 
 

Church Office e-mail   trinity@bevcomm.net 
507-526-3463 
Website:  betrinity.com 
Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth 
 
Milestones:  Tlcmilestones@gmail.com 

 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne 
Prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
507-339-1178 
 
Rachel Kienitz, Ministry Support 
Tlcministry235@gmail.com 
 
Donna Perryman, Office Admin. 
trinity@bevcomm.net 
 
If you would like to receive your 
Trumpet newsletter electronically, 
send an email to Donna at 
trinity@bevcomm.net 
     
       
Contact information for Sheila Hanke, newly hired 
Education Coordinator, will be included in the 
December Trumpet newsletter. 
 
 

          


