
 

       
 

Of patience and pruning 
In many parts of America, Mother’s Day is the 
recommended date for planting flowers outdoors. 
Subjecting blooms to the elements any sooner is risky, 
though sunny spring days sure make waiting tough. 
Perhaps that’s why poet May Sarton calls gardening 
“an instrument of grace,” for it “slows us down and 
forces patience.”  
 
Courage is also required. Gardeners “must be brave 
enough to cut back the old and sit with bare branches, 
awaiting new growth,” writes Cheryl Richardson 
(Waking Up in Winter). “And we must trust that it will 
come.” When God prunes us, we too must trust that 
new growth and new life are in store … and then 
patiently wait. 
    
At the writing of this newsletter, we are following 
CDC and government recommendations to ‘shelter at 
home’ with distance learning and social distancing. 
 
In May, Worship will look, sound and feel different 
from a year ago.  Ministry continues as YOU make 
phone calls and send cards to connect with others in 
our congregation and community.  Church Staff 
continues to monitor emails and phone calls.  
Offerings received in the mail are being deposited.  
Bills are being paid in a timely manner.  Ministry 
happens.  We are people of the resurrection.   
As Easter people we know that God is with us in 
these times.  
 
 

 May 3 
Plans are underway to create an on-line worship 
service featuring the adult choir and handbell choir, 
using previously recorded video.  Links will be 
posted on the Trinity website (Betrinity.com) and on 
Trinity’s Facebook page (Trinity Lutheran Church 
Blue Earth). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 
May 10 is Mother’s Day on the calendar.  
Traditionally, it has been the last Sunday of 
classroom time with our Nursery – 6th grade students.  
Several adults are planning and coordinating a 
worship service (online) that will include our youth 
participating as worship leaders – all done via video.   
Links will be posted on the Trinity website 
(Betrinity.com) and on Trinity’s Facebook page 
(Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth). 
             
       
 

May 17, Recognizing 
Trinity’s High School 
Graduating Seniors 

 
Even though it looks so much different this year, 
Trinity’s graduating seniors will be recognized 
during the online worship service on May 17th.   
Plans are underway to have each BEA graduate 
featured in a video interview. 
We send our congratulations and best wishes to the 
following students: 
Emily Black, Sydney Blagg, Natalie Huse,  
Kohl Jacobsen, Ben Johnson, Kaitlin Johnson, 
Thomas Lindsey, Maddie McCleary,  
Antonio Morales, Owen Naumann, Brady Olsen, 
Caelan Sanders, Grant Strukel. 
 
If you would like to send a personal note to them, 
contact the church office for their mailing address. 

 
Trinity Scholarship 
Congratulations to Grant Strukel who 
was chosen to receive the $1000 

scholarship from Trinity.  This annual award will be 
sent to his post-secondary choice at the completion of 
the first semester. 
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“In you, Father all-mighty, we 
have our preservation and our 
bliss. In you, Christ, we have our 
restoring and our saving. You 
are our mother, brother, and 
savior. In you, our Lord the Holy 
Spirit, is marvelous and 
plenteous grace. You are our 
clothing; for love you wrap us 

and embrace us. You are our maker, our lover, our 
keeper. Teach us to believe that by your grace all 
shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of 
things shall be well. Amen.” 
                                      Prayer of Julian of Norwich  

Included in your newsletter is an assortment of 
prayers and blessings to be used in your home from 
the ELCA, Prayers and Blessings for Daily Use. 
Preparing to write a word for you, I came across the 
above prayer.  The phrase “by your grace all shall be 
well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things 
shall be well” jarred me.  I wish, writing another 
newsletter to you from the table at home, I knew 
what “well” looked like.  I think for many of us, there 
is a longing to return to how things once were and yet 
we know that although our daily lives switched 
drastically, quickly, and tumultuously, we are 
realizing that there is no “light switch” back to the 
time before.  
  
Our governor, health officials, people who know 
much more about the spread of the coronavirus, the 
economy, and the medical field, talk about a dial of 
adjusting to the ebb and flow in the time ahead.  I 
name such a reality because I wonder if there is the 
fear we cannot “be well” in the midst of where we 
find ourselves and just wish to wait for “it to be all 
over.”  Dear people of Trinity, people of the 
resurrection, we can be well in the midst of all that is 
happening.  You have experienced this before in the 
lives of so many people who in the midst of personal 
struggles shared laughter, joy, good times, and God’s 
presence with others.  Live deeply now in these good 
things. 
 
As people of faith our definition of well is broader 
and deeper and may not have anything to do with 
physical symptoms.  God continues to wrap us and 
embrace us with the love of those who care about our 
wellbeing.  The diligence of care and safety surround 
us and can be visibly seen in masks, in six-feet 
distances, in paper hearts taped to windows.  The 
physical space between us is filled with people’s care 

for us.   We can be isolated from other human beings 
and yet the love of God, peace of God, hope of God 
can never be shut out of our rooms, our homes, our 
lives.   
 
I pray that in this time of physical distance you have 
moments of closeness and bliss as you remember 
those who remember you. Know that whether your 
place of sheltering is quiet or bustling you have a 
God who hears you. A God who always has a word 
for you in these days. No matter our circumstance 
may this be a time to know God is indeed close and 
we can be, will be and are well: made by God, loved 
by God, kept by God. 
 
United in Christ,   Pastor Jeanette 
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Gathering Around the Word   
 
Although physically apart you are 
invited to gather with other members 
of Trinity around these readings 

through May, wherever you may be. 
Online services can be found at www.betrinity.com 
and on our Facebook page, additional prayers and 
blessings are included in this newsletter. 
 
Season of Easter - May 3rd: Fourth Sunday of Easter 
with Special Music - Church at Thessalonica: 
Psalm 23 and 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
May 10th: Youth and Children Service Online 
Church in Corinth: Acts 18:1-4 and  
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 
May 17th: Senior Recognition Sunday for Trinity 
Graduates Online.  Faith, Hope, and Love:  
Psalm 66:8-20 and 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 
 
May 24th Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Death Swallowed in Life: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 and 
1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57 

 
May 31st Day of Pentecost 
Filled with the Spirit: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b and Acts 
2:1-21 
 



Trinity’s 5th grade students and 
their parents have been working 
their way through Fed and 
Forgiven, a publication by 
Augsburg Fortress.   

This booklet explores the stories, rituals and images 
surrounding Holy Communion.   
The class at this time includes:  Brooklyn Arends,  
Sullivan Dahlberg, Sidney Eitzmann, Mick Hanson, 
Brody Joel, Caden Juba, Emmalee Laehn,  
Taryn Oswald, Aubrey Skaden, Mataya Weber, 
William Weerts and Traven Zierke. 
They will be welcomed to the communion table at a 
later date. 
 
 

 News from Your Council President 
 
I write this immediately after taking a bike ride on a 
beautiful spring day.  The temp is nearly 80 and I’m 
thankful for a lot of things.  Among them, a chance to 
be in the great outdoors after a long winter and 
having to stay home in light of COVID 19.  
If you are able, I’d encourage you to spend some time 
outdoors each day, walking, biking or doing some- 
thing that gets you out of the house, if your work 
doesn’t get you outside. You could even volunteer in 
the God’s Work Our Hands garden plots that will be 
planted this spring!    
I also write this on the 50th anniversary of Earth Day 
and am reminded of how many times the Bible tells 
us that we are stewards of God’s creation and that we 
need to take care of the planet.  
It was a year ago that I was asking many of you for a 
donation to my ill-fated Habitat 500 bike ride (it was 
one of those things in life that seemed like a good 
idea at the time; in my case, not so much).  Thanks to 
the power of God’s healing and your prayers, I’m 
doing well and want to tell you how grateful I am for 
your generosity.   
That generosity has continued this year as Trinity 
faces some financial uncertainty. Using a baseball 
term, Trinity members have already stepped up to the 
plate in their giving and I’m confident they will 
continue that in the weeks, months and years ahead.   
Again, THANK YOU so much for everything! 
 
              Kevin Benson, Council President   
 

                
           Recap of April 20 Council Meeting 
 
Council met via ZOOM on April 20.  We shared 
stories of ‘God Showing Up’ since our last meeting 
in March.  Book discussion on We Will Feast 
postponed to the May 12th meeting. 
Financial report was given. Encouraged by an 
increase in electronic giving.  Thank you to everyone 
who has been mailing in their offering! 
Screens Loan (First Bank) is down to $3872. 
Line of Credit (Wells Fargo) is at $5713. 
Council approved our application for a loan through 
the CARES Act to receive funds from the Paycheck 
Protection Program.  This will allow us flexibility to 
cover payroll and utility expenses. 
An on-line Day of Prayer is being planned for Apr 29 

Agreed to make a plan for forming the Task Force 
and continue discussion about the Youth and Family 
Ministry position.  More details on page 4. 
The Gathering Space has a fresh coat of paint. 
Rachel has been receiving, editing and uploading 
videos and audio materials for all the online services 
during Holy Week and Easter. 
God’s Work Our Hands Committee has secured two 
plots in the community garden. 
 
Complete copy of minutes is available by emailing 
your request to trinity@bevcomm.net (or call the 
church office 526-3463 to have a copy mailed) 
 

 
No Day Camp in 2020 
 
Ingham Okoboji Summer 
Camps Cancelled 
 

Trinity has received word from Ingham Okoboji 
Lutheran Bible Camps that all on-site and off-site 
youth camps have been cancelled for this summer. 
Sadly, this means Trinity will not have Day Camp 
this summer.  
If you have registered to attend camp at Ingham 
Okoboji for on-site Camp, someone from their staff 
will be contacting you soon about your deposit. 
 
At this time Good Earth Village and Green Lake 
Bible Camps are still in the decision making process 
about summer camps. 



       
Prayers are on-going for those 
who were previously listed in our 
bulletin: 
 
Donna Anderson, Mona 
Anseeuw, Carl Badje, Kevin 

Benson, Kathy Benz, Cheri Brooks, Vi Evans, Eddie 
Ekstrand, Ruthy Johnson, Deb LaMont, Dottie 
Lawson, Virginia Mehrhof, Shirley Mueller, Jane 
Olson, Marilyn Olson, Rodney Peterson,  Connie 
Shure, Harley Skogen, Jenny Passer, Janice Sohn, 
Harley Willmert, Kay Thompson (Becky Keebaugh’s 
sister in-law), Laura Poresky (Greg Keebaugh’s 
niece), Sister Verna Meckes (Dale Meckes’ mother), 
Don Yokiel (Jean Dikken’s dad), Vicki Ryberg (John 
Hansen’s friend), Pamela Anderson (Angela 
Murphy’s Mom/Gracelyn, Camden and Everly’s 
Grandmother), Judith Aakre (Harley Skogen’s 
daughter) 
Additions include: Darlene Redman (Bill’s mom), 
Brian Keebaugh, wife Kathy and son Zach (Greg’s 
Keebaugh’s brother/family) 
 
Christian Condolences to family and friends of: 
Jerry ‘Doc’ Thoreson (94) who died Mar 18 
Scott Larson (66) who died Mar 21 (brother of  
Julie Rhoda) 
Marvis Schipper (75) who died Mar 25 (sister of 
Mavis Holmseth) 
Betty A Kuhn (85) who died Apr 9 
Sharon Erichsrud (79) who died Apr 15 
Jerry Kabe (81) who died Apr 23 (father of Paula) 
 
 
Update in the Open Staff 
Position: 
 
Since our last update, the 
following task force was asked 
and has agreed to serve.   
This group will be gathering information from our 
congregation and discerning the type of position 
Trinity may be seeking and can support in the time 
ahead. 
 
Our current task force includes: 
Terri Hanson (chair) 
Téa Armstrong 
Brian Kokos 
Britt Howard 
Sonja Willmert 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne (advisory role) 

 
Many other individuals were suggested to the 
Personnel committee and those persons may be asked 
to assist the task force in the time ahead.  We are 
thankful for the variety of ages and life experiences 
represented on the current task force and ask for your 
prayers, your participation in assisting them, and your 
support in their work. 
 
Trinity Personnel Committee:  Kevin Benson 
Gary Holmseth, Marc Meier, Pastor Jeanette Bidne 
 
 

Area churches received word that the 
Meals on Wheels program will be 
delivered by Prairie Express through 
the end of the year (Dec 2020). 
Thank you to our volunteers who 
have been the hands and ‘wheels’ on 
a rotating basis. 
 
 

 
 
God’s Work Our Hands 
(GWOH) Committee has 
reserved two community 
garden plots from the city of 
Blue Earth.  
Our goal is to raise some vegetables that we can give 
to Interfaith, the local food shelf, and anyone else in 
need.  We would like to invite anyone who has an 
interest (green thumb or not) to help with this 
project.  There will be many phases of work to see 
this project through.  
If you are interested in anyway, please let Sue Olson 
(464-3491 or dsolson@bevcomm.net) or the church 
office know.  All ages and abilities are welcomed and 
needed!   

 
Faribault County Area 
Food Shelf in Blue Earth 
 

Thank you to those who continue to remember our 
food shelf during this time. Non-perishable food 
items can be placed in the drop-off box by Door A in 
the Ag Center in Blue Earth. Food shelf hours are 
5:30-7:00p.m. at the Ag Center on Highway 169 
every Tuesday.  Our local food shelf can now assist 
via drive-up with minimal contact for those who have 
food needs in Faribault County. If you have 
questions, please feel free to call Marlene Hanson 
(507) 526-5406. 



Book Discussion Group – May 18 
Dear Church by Lenny Duncan 
Contact Terri Hanson about joining the 
ZOOM discussion group on May 18th. 
Terri’s phone # 701-527-0611 or email 
tjhanson@bevcomm.net. 
 

  
Cedar Inn Cards Available  
 
Back by popular demand are the 
ever helpful Cedar Inn punch 
cards.  These wonderful cards are 
only $10 each and provide you 
with $10 of excellent food from 

Marc Meier’s famous Cedar Inn.   
When you purchase and use these cards you also help 
Trinity youth attend Bible camps. For each card sold 
Cedar Inn donates $2.50 to our camp fund. You don’t 
have to spend all $10 on your card at one time.  There 
are 10 cones on the card that each equal $1 so you 
can use the card multiple times and get your card 
punched for each dollar spent.  
These make great social distancing gifts! Drop one in 
a greeting card to a friend or family member. 
To buy some cards send a note to the church with a 
check for the number of cards you’d like.  The 
Education Committee will send the cards to your 
home. Easy! Can’t you smell the burgers and fries? 
And those tasty milkshakes are calling! 
 
 

 
The following May birthday names are 
from the active membership list in the 
church database.  If there are additions 
or corrections, please contact the church 
at 526-3463 or trinity@bevcomm.net.  

  

May 4 – Lenne Holland, Becky Keebaugh, 
       Les Pearson, Jonah Pirsig 
 6 – Linda Beach, Arika Howard, Britt Howard,  
       Will Howard, Kristy Michels 
 7 – Bryan Lopez, Dave Pirsig 
 8 – Jim Beattie, Tara Blair, Presley Campbell 
  9 – Lauren O’Hara, Alex Skaare, Tanner    
        Stindtman, Adam Walker 
10 – Steve Bohling, Butch Erichsrud, Veronica   
        Lopez, Mark Maher   
11 – Ethan Cory, Danielle Garlick, Iain Johnson, 
       Todd Meyers 

13 – Bobby Lindsey, Dale Meckes, James Schug, 
       Amber Vargas 
14 – Rosey Dehmer 
15 – Dawn Siegling 
16 – Bruce Krosch, Maxwell Laehn, Brennen Schug 
17 – Shirley Coombes 
18 – Addison Armstrong 
19 – Lianna Weber 
20 – Darrin Hagedorn, Seth Levenhagen, Shane   
        Levenhagen, Angela Murphy,  
        Paula Nuessmeier   
21 – Beverly Olson 
22 – Pat Campbell, Tyler Long, Maribel Vargas 
23 – Aiden Mutschler, Bill Redman 
24 – Linda Adams, Mackenzie Eckles 
25 – Joe Evans, Jeremy Frank 
26 – Janet Montgomery 
27 – Leatrice Edwards, Dalene Hanson, Patti    
        Lindsey, Brian Wells 
29 – Robyn Beach-Olson, Abram Kokos, Ciarra    
        Olson, Marilyn Stensland 
30 – Clinton Benz, Julia Hanson, Deb Olsen,  
        Rachel Sohn 
31 – Marcus Mutschler, Amy Sohn 
 
 
 

Office Hours are Flexible during 
sheltering at home 
Emails and voice messages will be 
responded to within 24 hours 
 

Church Office e-mail   trinity@bevcomm.net 
507-526-3463 

Website:  betrinity.com 
Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth 

 
Pastor Jeanette J Bidne 

Prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
507-339-1178 

 
Rachel Kienitz, Ministry Support 

Tlcministry235@gmail.com 
507-525-2198 

 
Donna Perryman, Office Admin 

trinity@bevcomm.net   
507-525-2168 

 
If you would like to receive your 

Trumpet newsletter electronically, 
just send Donna an email at 

trinity@bevcomm.net 
        



Upcoming Meetings via ZOOM 
This note is information only -- to let you know that 
committees / groups are still meeting in a safe 
distancing manner: 
 
May 5 – 6:00 pm -Technology Committee ZOOM 
May 6 – 5:30 pm - National Youth Gathering 
Committee ZOOM 
May 6 – 6:00-7:30 pm – Confirmation class ZOOM 
with breakoff group with your Table Mentor 
 
 
 

 
ELCA Draft 
Social Message on 
Government and Civic 
Engagement: 
Discipleship in a 
Democracy 
 
 

In November 2019, the ELCA Church Council 
authorized ‘the development of a social message on 
the vocation of citizenship, civic engagement, and 
church and state”. 
The draft of this Message is now available on line. 
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-
Messages/Government 
The 2 page FAQ has answers to your questions. 
Comments are requested through May 27, 2020. 
 
 

Update on the Church 
Directory:  The proof copy 
was sent the day that their 
plant in Ohio was shuttered 

due to the coronavirus.  We will let you know when 
the new directory finally arrives in Blue Earth!  
 
 
Updates on when we can 
worship together in our 
sanctuary will be 
provided by 
announcement on 
KBEW 1560 AM radio, Faribault County Register, 
Trinity’s website and Facebook. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

                                 
 

Children/Youth and Family -- May 
 
In these days of uncertainty it is difficult to plan for 
the summer. I had the entire Summer Reading 
Program planned for the Blue Earth Library. Now 
I’m starting over planning a program that will be 
online rather than in the library. (Sigh)  
 
Now with the cancellation of Day Camp, this summer 
it is “back to the drawing board” for summer 
activities at Trinity. The Education Committee will 
explore ideas for members of all ages for this 
summer. We don’t yet know what they will be since 
we are just starting out on this path. So, be watching 
the website for news from us about summer 
activities.  
 
In the meantime, here are some ideas you can try out: 
 
Ingham Okoboji Facebook Page   1 Hour of Power   
3:30 each weekday. 
This is a kids’ show inspired by the camp chapel 
service. 
 
ELCA Facebook:   Sparkhouse Family Sunday 
School --  New program each week, any time of day. 
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-
sunday-school/ 
This is a kid friendly family Sunday School with 
Bible stories, songs, Bible verses and activities you 
can do at home. 
 
Check them out. 
 
Shalom, 
Lisa Kittleson  
Education Chair  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


