
 
 

Ash Wednesday 
 March 2, 2022 

 
Wednesday LENTEN WORSHIP 

 at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary 
 

Lent 2022- Making Sense of the Cross and  
Cross Conversations 
 
Our theme for Lent 2022 is Making Sense of the 
Cross drawn from the book Making Sense of the Cross  
by David Lose.  We will learn the many ways we can 
understand what happened on the cross. 
 
Do you have a cross in your home which is significant 
to you?  Have you seen a depiction of the cross that 
has stood out in your memory?  We are looking for 
people to share their cross stories and memories in a 
show and tell portion prior to our Lenten Services as 
we use Holden Evening Prayer to gather in this 
season!  Please share your stories with Pastor Daphne 
or Pastor Jeanette and perhaps they can be shared 
during our Lenten season.   
 
Holden Evening Prayer with a Cross Conversation 
 
Wednesday, Mar 9 at 6:30 p.m. 
Dialogue Theme: Cross Confusion 
Theme Verse: 1 Corinthians 1:27 – 31  
 
Wednesday, Mar 16 at 6:30 p.m. 
Dialogue Theme: The Cross According to Mark 
Theme Verse: Mark 15:16-20 
 
Wednesday Mar 23 at 6:30 p.m.  
Dialogue Theme: The Cross According to Luke 
Theme Verse: Luke 23:42-43 
 
Wednesday, Mar 30 at 6:30 p.m. 
Dialogue Theme: The Cross According to Matthew 
Theme Verse: Matthew 27:11-14 
 
Wednesday April 6 at 6:30 p.m. 
Dialogue Theme: The Cross According to John 
Theme Verse: John 19:3-5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
 
Sunday, April 10- Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 
Thursday, April 14, Maundy Thursday with   

Celebration of First Communion 
Friday, April 15, Good Friday 
Sunday, April 17, Easter 
 
 
Covid Task Force Recommendations 
Trinity's Covid Task Force met on Feb 22nd.  These 
are the recommendations from the Task Force: 
*Continue to wear face mask and distancing as you 
feel comfortable. 

*All entrances will be open for worship services. 
*Congregation may sing all verses of all hymns. 
  Cantors will lead Holden Evening Prayer, with  
  congregational singing. 
*Choirs may reconvene when members are ready. 
*Ash Wednesday – Imposition of Ashes at the altar 
  as you feel comfortable.  ‘Ashes to Go’ will be  
  available as option to take home. 
*Coffee will be served in the Gathering Space after 
  Sunday worship. 
*Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) to be held 
  April 24th at 9:30, during worship. 
*No soup suppers this year.  Discussing possibility of 
  some form of Easter Breakfast. 
 
 
Lenten Services - Confirmation Students 

 
Lenten worship services will be at 
6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.  For 
Confirmation students, attendance at 
Lenten worship is considered class 
time.  There are opportunities for 

these youth to acolyte, usher and be a tech assistant.  
Please check with Lisa Kittleson about schedule, if 
needed. 
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“As God’s people, we are nurtured by word and sacrament to welcome, 
empower and serve others.” 
 



 
 
February 14, 2022 
 
Outfit and toy was a 
Valentine's Day 
present from the 
grandparents!   
The outfit is a 3-6 
month and won't fit 
him long! 
 
 
 

Dear Trinity, 
Thank you so much for your support and care of 
Benjamin, Dan, and myself during  my maternity 
leave.  I appreciate Trinity's flexibility and grace as     
I return to work at the end of March and integrate two 
full-time calls, being a pastor and being a parent.  We 
are so thankful for your understanding, patience, and 
shared joy!  I am recovering from my labor and          
c-section and Benjamin is growing fast!   
Please know we will continue to be cautious in the 
midst of covid as parents of a little one who is not yet 
eligible for a vaccine.  I thank you for your 
understanding and care in this. 
 
Looking forward to introducing you to Benjamin. 
Pastor Jeanette 
 
Update on Maternity Leave 

     
Pastor Jeanette will be utilizing her 8 
week paid leave along with up to 4 
weeks of unpaid leave utilizing 
accrued sick and vacation leave.  
Pastor Jeanette will return to pastoral 

duties the week of March 27th.   
We recognize Pastor Jeanette will need flexibility as 
she returns. 
During her time away, Pastor Daphne Hamborg will 
continue with pulpit supply, including Lenten 
services.   
Pastoral care is available if the need should arise.  
Please contact the church office (526-3463) or council 
leaders to be connected with those who can assist. 
Any questions, please contact Michele Stewart, 
Council President, at 507-525-1145.  If Michele is 
unavailable, please leave her a message with a number 
for a return phone call. 
 
   

 
 
Eddie Ekstrand (Mom of Liz Boettcher) has moved 
into the new skilled nursing wing at Lakeview 
Methodist Health Care Center in Fairmont.   
Eddie will be 100 years young on March 5th!   
Cards can reach her at:    
Lakeview Methodist HC Center 
Room 232 - Blue Wing 
610 Summit Dr 
Fairmont, MN  56031 

 
Council Highlights – February 8, 2022 

 
Trinity's Council met on 
February 8th in person and via 
Zoom.  Newly-elected 

members were welcomed.  The meeting was opened 
with devotions.  Contact information was updated. 
 
Financial Report.   Donna gave an overview of the 
Income and Expense report, including the highlights 
of what invoices are applied to various budget account 
codes.  We are current on all bills.  Will be updating 
bank signature cards with our new Treasurer. 
 
Several items were discussed, but tabled at this time.  
This included a Council retreat, library proposal, 
security cameras for church building and live-
streaming of worship services.  
 
Maria Frank, newly hired Education Coordinator, 
reported that a representative from Ingham Okoboji 
Bible Camp came to Release Time to share 
information about summer camp opportunities. 
 
Meeting was adjourned and closed with the Lord's 
Prayer. 
   
Complete copy of minutes is available via email by request 
and are on the display rack outside the office. 
 
First Communion Classes for 5th Grade Students 
 
Students in 5th Grade will be 
receiving instruction on the sacrament 
of Holy Communion and will be 
painting their individual chalice on Sunday,         
March 20th at 1:00 p.m.  We plan to wrap up by 3:30.   
Paula Nuessmeier will be leading the painting/glazing 
of the chalice. 
In case of a snow storm, March 27 is back-up date. 
 

A time line -- from birth to 100 years!   
 



 
Michele Stewart, TLC Council 
President 
 
It is cold, overcast and windy as I 

write this.  I don’t know about you, but I am growing 
weary of winter.  It is beginning to feel as though 
spring will never get here, even though I know clearly 
it will.  The weather is different now than it was when 
I was a child.  And as I write that sentence, it makes 
me think of how Trinity is different now than when I 
was a child.  Did you know I was baptized, confirmed 
and married as a member of Trinity?  And I have also 
come and gone as a member of Trinity.  My family 
moved from Blue Earth when I was very young.  We 
returned when I was 9.  We picked right back up with 
Trinity as that was our ‘home church’.  I was active in 
Sunday school, confirmation and the coveted “High 
Choir”.  Those were the days!!  We had two services, 
full pews, two pastors and lots of activity!  We also 
had some bumps that, as a young person I was mostly 
shielded from. And from those bumps we adapted.  
 
I have been giving a lot of thought since being on 
Council, and now as President, what it means to be a 
part of Trinity.  The one word I keep coming to is 
‘Community’.   I googled ‘Community’ and found this 
definition at the top of my screen: “A feeling of 
fellowship with others, as a result of sharing common 
attitudes, interests, and goals”. This definition has me 
further thinking of Trinity in relation to attitudes, 
interests and goals.  Trinity is not the church of my 
youth and I have come to realize that is okay, as a 
church we are constantly evolving and adapting.   
We are evolving as a Council too in working through 
a pandemic/endemic, a first time ever in the history of 
Trinity having a female pastor on Parental Leave and 
what worship and Trinity will look and feel like as we 
move forward from all these firsts.  There is a lot to 
think about, a lot to explore and a lot to debate!   
So, I ask you to think about what your goals are for 
Trinity.  Where are your interests?  How does your 
current attitude affect your goals and interests?  What 
does Community mean to you?  There is no “I” in 
“Team”. But, there is “I” in “Community”.   
 
We are moving towards spring, I felt it in the air on 
Sunday.  The sun was out and the air was warm(ish).  
I love spring!  The colors of nature start to pop, the 
days are longer and there is an energy I feel when we 
can shed the weight of winter off and look at the 
newness developing around us.  I am excited (and 
maybe a bit anxious) to think of Trinity in the Spring.  

I’m hopeful we can move forward in a way that brings 
hope, inspiration and a feeling of community to our 
beloved Trinity.  As a part of this “Community” “I” 
am interested in “you”; your attitudes, interests and 
goals.  We can stand stagnant, (which I also googled 
to find): showing no activity; dull and sluggish or we 
can move to flourish (which when I googled  states: 
grow or develop in a healthy or vigorous way, 
especially as the result of a particularly favorable 
environment).   
 
Respectfully Submitted; Michele Stewart.  
Church Council President.  Phone: 507-525-1145.  
I am only one, but together we are Community.   
 
     Council Elected in January, 2022 

Council President – Michele Stewart   
Vice President – Jim Beattie   
Past President – Gary Holmseth   
Secretary – Laurie Oelke   
Treasurer – Terri Wells   
At Large – Brian Kokos   
At Large – Dave Pirsig  
At Large – Peggy Olson   

 
 
Prayers are on-going for those connected to our 
Trinity Family:   
 

Kathy Benz, Don Coombes, Janice DeBoer, 
Vi Evans, Eddie Ekstrand, Karter Foster, 
Missey Meyer, Al and Paula Nuessmeier, 
Marilyn Olson, Roger Shure, Harley 

Skogen, Janice Sohn, Hudson Zierke, Bonita Zimmer, 
Sister Verna Meckes (Dale Meckes’ mother), Vicki 
Ryberg (John Hansen’s friend), Judith Aakre (Harley 
Skogen’s daughter); Dennis Thompson (Becky 
Keebaugh’s brother), Brian Keebaugh, wife Kathy 
and son Zach (Greg’s Keebaugh’s brother/family),  
Petra Steinke (daughter-in-law of Greg and Becky 
Keebaugh), Ava Terfehr (granddaughter of Darwin 
and Sue Olson), Juan Sanchez (brother-in-law of 
Michele Stewart), Elsie Kittleson (Dave’s mom) 
 
Christian Condolences to the family and friends of: 
Connie Shure who died on January 19, 2022 
Mona Anseeuw who died on February 2, 2022 
Ron Nesbit who died on February 11, 2022 
 

                           
 



Affirmation of Baptism 
(Confirmation) is scheduled for 
Sunday, April 24 during the 9:30 
a.m. worship service.  All are 
welcome!  Wearing of face masks is 
encouraged. 

 
Trinity Book Club for 2022  
This book discussion group meets on the 4th Monday 
of each month at 2:00 in the Gathering Space and at 
7:00 p.m. at the home of Terri Hanson 
 (521 So Galbraith, Blue Earth).   
 If you have questions about this discussion group or 
how to obtain a copy of a book, contact Terri at 
tjhanson@bevcomm.net or 701-527-0611. 
Come and bring a friend! 
 
March selection is Flight Behavior 
by Barbara Kingsolver.  This award-
winning novel is the story of Dellarobia Turnbos, a 
farm wife who discovers what appears to be a lake of 
fire. The bewildering emergency draws rural farmers 
into unexpected acquaintance with urbane journalists, 
opportunists, sightseers, and a striking biologist with 
his own stake in the outcome. Dellarobia has to 
confront her family, church, town, and the larger 
world in a flight toward truth that could undo 
everything she has ever believed.  Discussion leader 
Marlene Hanson. 
 
Hand-Tie Quilts 
While we are unable to quilt at church due to Covid 

restrictions, those who know how to sew 
could make quilt tops which will be quilted 
later on when we are able to gather. If you 
do not have fabric, you can choose fabric 
from the quilting room.  

Cut squares 11 inches by 11 inches.     You will need 
48 such squares to sew a quilt top. Stitch 6 squares 
across by 8 squares down, using a  1/2 inch seam. You 
will have a quilt top measuring  60 by 80 inches.  
TLCW Stewardship 
 
 
During the season of Lent we will collect items for 
Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits.  
Each kit contains: 

One light-weight bath-size towel; 
dark color recommended 
Two or three bath-size bars of soap 
equaling 8 to 9 ounces, any brand in 
original packaging 

 

One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging  
One sturdy comb (no picks or fine-toothed combs) 
One  metal nail clippers (attached file optional) 
 
"Cleanliness may not actually be next to godliness, 
but it certainly helps a person feel more human. When 
families find their homes destroyed, or must flee for 
their safety, soap and a towel rarely make the cut for 
what they can carry. Arriving in a refugee camp or 
other place of safety, they are scared, vulnerable and 
dirty from the travel. The simple items included in a 
Personal Care Kit provide much needed self-care, 
critical germ fighting, and the chance to regain dignity 
amidst situations of fear and uncertainty."  
Lutheran World Relief 
 
Would your family consider contributing the items for 
one Personal Care Kit during Lent? A collection box 
will be found at the back of the sanctuary.  
TLCW Stewardship 
 
Faribault County Food Shelf 
The Food Shelf will be open the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of each month from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
It is located at the Ag Center (415 South Grove Street, 
Blue Earth), south of Kwik Trip, off of Highway 169. 
Faribault County residents in need of extra food may 
come one time per month to pick up supplies. 
Any weather closings or schedule changes will be 
posted on our Facebook page and on KBEW radio  

 
Weather Cancellations 
Wondering about Sunday Worship and/or Sunday 
School if we are in a winter weather advisory?  
Please listen to KBEW (1560 AM0 or check out 
Facebook page (Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth)  
for cancellation announcements.   
 
If school closes early on Wednesday, the Release 
Time afternoon program and Confirmation classes, 
will automatically be cancelled. 
 
 
Offering Envelopes 
There are Lenten (purple edge) 
offering envelopes on the table 
near the back pew in the sanctuary.  
They can be used for Lenten worship services – or 
other offerings.  
If you would like a full-year set of offering envelopes, 
there are a few on the table from 2019 and 2020, or 
contact the church office 526-3463 
 



           
Listed below are birthdays of 
members in the church data 
base.  If there is an addition 
or correction, please call the 
church office  
(526-3463). 
 
 
 

 
March 1 – Lisa Kittleson 
 2 – Parker Kienitz, Addison Smith 
 5 – Eddie Ekstrand, Carly Passante, Ken Skaare,           
       Mary Jane Taylor, Craig Wells 
 6 – Zaine Stewart 
 7 – Tailor Douglas, Colleen Knudtson 
 8 – Marie Northwick, Jody Omland 
 9 – Brandyn Olsen 
11 – John Wagner 
12 – Brooklyn Arends, Jake Berndt, Zack Shure 
13 – Stacy Evans, Soren Fering, Cala Nassen 
14 – Emily Black, Ryan Northwick 
15 – Jill Rotterman 
16 – Cheri Brooks, Sarah Fering, Allen Nuessmeier,  
        Heidi Schutt 
17 – Virginia Johnson 
19 – Dallas Barslou, Haley Resutek 
20 – Grant Holmseth 
21 - Mylo Passante 
22 – Mike Jacobson, Tim Juba, Max Rotterman,  
        Tyler Schonrock 
23 – Katelyn Kuechenmeister, Jerry Skaare 
24 – Janice DeBoer, Gil Olawsky, Betty Trytten 
25 – Mara Fenske, Megan Resutek 
26 – Jeanette Hanson, Stacy Howard, Katie Kuhn,      
        Shelby Rock 
27 – Rachel Roverud 
28 – Kennedy Bonin 
29 – Abbott Dahlberg, Hans Kittleson, 
        Jacob Olson (Jason & Robyn) 

30 – Samantha Barslou 
31 – Heidi Fenske, Tristan Mutschler, Darwin Olson 
 
 
Updated contact for Education Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
MARCH 13, 2022  
Daylight Savings 
Time Begins   “Spring Ahead” 

 
      
 
Giant Days Parade.....what a nice thought during these 
cold winter days!   
Trinity has had a float or some type of representation 
in Giant Days parades sporadically in the past.  Rather 
than waiting until the last minute, let's start planning 
something soon. 
One idea is to make a permanent 
structure and each year focus on a 
different theme depending on what is 
going on in our church life at that 
time.     
If you are interested in planning and putting together 
something to represent Trinity Lutheran Church in this 
summer's parade, please contact the church office.  
God's Work Our Hands Committee 
 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday   8:30 – 5:00 
Emails and voice messages will be 
responded to within 24 hours    

507-526-3463 
Church Office e-mail   trinity@bevcomm.net 
Website:  betrinity.com 
Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth 
Instagram:  Trinity_BE_Youth 
Milestones:  Tlcmilestones@gmail.com 

 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne     507-339-1178 
prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
 
Rachel Kienitz - Ministry Support Staff 
Tlcministry235@gmail.com    507-525-2198 
 
Kristine Schuldt – Youth Coordinator (6-12th Grade) 
Betrinity.youth@gmail.com     507-407-2099 
 
Maria Frank – Education Coordinator (0-5th Grade) 
betrinity.0-5th@hotmail.com   507-525-6680 
 
Donna Perryman, Office Admin. 
trinity@bevcomm.net    507-526-3463 
 
If you would like to receive your Trumpet newsletter 
electronically, send your request to Donna via email  
at trinity@bevcomm.net 
 

Maria Frank   0-5th Grade Education 
Coordinator 

507-525-6680 
betrinity.0-5th@hotmail.com 

 



 
 
 
 
 

March Children/Youth and Family News 
               
  

Kristine Schuldt – Youth Coordinator (6-12th Grade) 
Betrinity.youth@gmail.com     507-407-2099 

 

Extravaganza 2022 was a very busy and inspiring weekend.  I attended sessions on the track of 
youth ministry leaders in their first few years and learned a lot!  We also were fortunate to 
partake in a Blanket Ceremony session, led by Vance Blackfox.  This session showed us the 
injustices that indigenous people have faced from the time of Columbus until the present day.  
It was a very powerful and emotional ceremony.  
 
Since the 2022 Gathering has been canceled, the focus has changed to the 2024 Gathering. 
During the month of March, there will be a March Madness bracket style City Challenge to 
narrow down which city will be hosting in 2024!  We will keep you posted as we find out more! 
If any youth are interested in completing a bracket, please see Kristine and she will get you one.  
 

Maria Frank   0-5th Grade Education Coordinator    
507-525-6680 

betrinity.0-5th@hotmail.com 

 Now that we are seeing the snow starting to melt, some of us are 
starting to think of summer - and summer Bible Camps!  
Staff from Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp came to Release Time to share with the 
kids what their camp has to offer. Camp brochures will be in the church office for you to 
pick up. The early bird deadline for their camp is March 1st. 
Camp brochures for Green Lake (Spicer) and Good Earth Village (Spring Valley) are also 
available in the church office. 
Trinity will supplement registration fee for students who attend summer Bible camp: 
$100 for a full week and $75 for 3 day camp.  Come pick up a brochure and check out the 
camps that are being offered. 
 


