
Ash Wednesday 
was February 26, 

2020 
 

LENTEN 
WORSHIP at 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

The five Wednesdays of Lenten 
worship begin March 4 at 7:00 pm 
in the sanctuary.    
 
The Sunday and Wednesday focus 
of this year’s Lenten series will be 
on Spiritual Disciplines.  The 
guide and backbone for this series 
is from Richard Foster’s 
Celebration of Discipline. 
 
Sunday, March 1 – Simplicity 
Wednesday, March 4 – Prayer 
Sunday, March 8 – Submission 
Wednesday, March 11 – Study 
Sunday, March 15 – Fasting 
Wednesday, March 18 – 
Meditation 
Sunday, March 22 – will be   
         Youth-led worship 
Wednesday, March 25 – Service 
Sunday, March 29 – Celebration 
Wednesday, April 1 – Confession 
 
Sunday, April 5 – Passion/Palm 
Sunday is Discipline of Worship 

             
Thursday, April 9 – Maundy 
Thursday worship at 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 10 – Good Friday 
worship at 7:00 p.m. 
 
April 12 is Resurrection of Our 
Lord / Easter.  Worship services 
will be at 8:30 and 10:45 a.m. 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lenten Suppers 
will be 

Wednesdays,  
March 4, 11, 18, 

25 and April 1 
 
Serving from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. in 
the Gathering Place (basement 
level dining area) 
Wednesday suppers will be 
offered as a free meal to every -
one.  The community is invited.   
If you wish to make a donation, 
it will be designated for 
registration fees of students 
attending a summer Bible camp. 
 
Kitchen and Clean-Up Helpers 
are needed!  A sign-up sheet 
will be on the bulletin board by 
the church office.   
Mentors and Confirmation 
students will be helping with 
serving these meals.  
 
If you have questions about the 
Lenten Soup suppers or wish to 
donate a soup, please contact 
Sue Olson at 507-236-7782 or 
at dsolson@bevcomm.net  
 

 
New 
Members will 
be Received 
March 15 
 

Several family units have 
indicated a desire to become 
members of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Blue Earth.  They will 
be received on March 15th.  
Please welcome them! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Communion Classes 

Classes will be 
held during 
Sunday School 
for 5th graders 
or anyone else 

interested in learning about the 
gift of Holy Communion.   
Three sessions will held at 9:30 
a.m. on March 8, March 15 and 
March 29.  Bread baking is 
scheduled for April 8th. 
Parents are asked to attend all 
classes with their students if at all 
possible.  Detailed information has 
been mailed to current 5th grade 
students. 
 
   Anyone who is interested in 
learning more about communion 
or is interested in receiving 
communion is welcome to attend.  
 
 

             
Sunday, March 1 at 9:45 a.m. in 
the Gathering Space 
 
Please join us for conversation, 
coffee and treats!  We will update 
schedules, share some thoughts on 
safety and refresh everyone on 
usher duties. 
This is for all ushers:  head ushers, 
families who usher, anyone who 
wishes to be added to the usher 
rotation and anyone who may be 
asked to usher at the last moment. 
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“As God’s people, we are nurtured by word and sacrament to welcome, 
empower and serve others.” 
 



 
To Make a 
Clean Sweep 
Of Line of 
Credit 
March 15 & 22 
 

Clean Sweep definition:  To 
initiate a large-scale removal of 
unwanted objects; to do something 
completely, thoroughly with no 
exceptions. 
 
Trinity just finished making a 
clean sweep of its unused 
treasures cluttering the church 
storage spaces.  You can help 
Trinity make a clean sweep of 
the unwanted Line of Credit! 
 
Trinity is in a good financial 
position but over the past year 
there have been occasional 
shortfalls in weekly collections 
that necessitated dipping into the 
Line of Credit.  Your Clean Sweep 
gift will also have double the 
power thanks to a Trinity member 
who has generously agreed to 
match gifts. 
Current balance owed on the Line 
of Credit at Wells Fargo Bank is 
$8457.  If each member gave an 
average of $4 more in the offering 
plate each week, our line of credit 
would be gone before Memorial 
Day (and that's without the 
match!) 
 
Contributions from members like 
you help to keep Trinity a vital 
part of our community, so please 
consider making a Clean Sweep 
gift this spring.  Your donation 
helps power Trinity’s mission to 
welcome, empower and serve! 
 

 
Trinity’s church council met 
February 1st for its annual 
retreat. It was led by Cindy 
Halverson, a consultant from 
Leaderwise, a non-profit 
organization assisting 
individuals and groups in leader- 
ship training.  She helped the 
council identify Trinity’s values 
that we hope will help us 
connect and serve the 
congregation and community.  
We were urged to invite others 
(members and non-members) to 
become engaged in the life of 
the church and to discuss how 
we could break down barriers 
that may be keeping others from 
that engagement.   
The council took some time at 
its February 11th meeting to 
discuss ways we could use 
creative thinking and strategic 
planning at 
Trinity and will move forward 
as we invite others to be part of 
God’s mission.   
Speaking of engagement, I 
would 
encourage you, if you are not 
already, to consider being a 
member of a committee at 
Trinity.  Youth, WAM,  
Stewardship, God’s Work Our 
Hands, Education and other 
committees need you to help us 
welcome, empower and serve 
one another.    
           -Kevin Benson,  
         Council President   
 

 
    MARCH 8  

Daylight     
Savings 

Time Begins 

 
In July, 2019, Trinity had guest 
speakers, Cheryl Kyllo and Kathy 
Chatelaine from the Southeast 
Minnesota Synod, who shared 
their experiences after spending a 
week in Las Cruces, New 
Mexico, in collaboration with 
Peace Lutheran Church and 
Border Servant Corps. 
 
In January, Jim Beattie 
participated in this Border 
Immersion Experience.  They met 
with border patrol agents, U.S. 
Federal District Court judges, 
refugees and migrants, local 
business people, naturalized U.S. 
citizens, pastors and lay leaders to 
learn about the current U.S. 
immigration policy and practice 
and its impact on the region’s 
citizens and Central American 
refugees. 
 
Jim will share his story in two 
sessions:  March 8 – on 
AMMPARO (Accompanying 
Migrant Minors with Protection, 
Advocacy, Representation and 
Opportunities) and Border 
Servant Corps, and March 15 on 
his Border Immersion 
Experience. 
Both Sunday sessions will be 
held in the Youth Room 
(basement level) from 9:45 to 
10:30 a.m. 
 
All are welcome to listen to Jim’s 
first-hand experiences involving 
immigrants and migrants on our 
Southern border. 

 

“As God’s people, we are 
nurtured by word and 
sacrament to welcome, 
empower and serve others.” 
 



  “…I am with you 
always, to the end 
of the age.” – 
Matthew 28:20 
 
 

Community as Cathedral 
 
Last year, Trinity Council read 
together the book, The Digital 
Cathedral: Networked Ministry in 
a Wireless World by Keith 
Anderson.  One of the themes 
from this book we continue to lift 
up is to see our community as our 
cathedral.  The bulk of the 
ministry of Trinity happens in our 
interactions with our community, 
formally and perhaps more in 
informal ways.  Your 
conversations with your 
neighbors, your care for people as 
you post on Facebook, your time 
together at a game or concert are 
all opportunities for us to be the 
Church: the love and welcome of 
God.  
Last year, I challenged all 
committees to meet outside of our 
building.  This year, I challenge 
each of us to think “outside the 
box.”  We have an opportunity to 
welcome and invite others who 
we never thought would say 
“yes” to be part of God’s work of 
Trinity in our community.  We 
have the opportunity to 
understand that our church is not 
relegated to a building or a few 
hours on Sunday morning.   
We know we are people of faith 
outside of formal church 
activities.  How can we let that 
show?  How can we let our faith 
wash over all our actions outside 
of formal church activities.?  
 
Curious where to go from here?  
Here are some opportunities! 
*Join in the take-home cards with 
your family (available at church 
and online) with reflections 
during Lent. 

*Invite someone unexpected to 
join you for a project or activity. 
*Join in a community event with 
others, Hymns on Tap, Lenten 
Madness, or worship with others 
in a variety of service offerings 
during Lent. 
*Ask someone if they would 
like prayer this week and what 
you could specifically pray for.  
You may make connections you 
never realized! 
 
Blessings in the season of Lent 
as we explore how God goes 
with us! 
United in Christ, Pastor Jeanette 
 
 

Hymns on Tap 
with Good Earth 
Village, Mar 26th 
at Oswald’s 
Brewery 

 
What: Essentially a hymn-sing 
out in our community led by and 
as a fundraiser for Good Earth 
Village Bible Camp of Spring 
Valley, MN.  Treats and        
non-alcoholic beverages will be 
available.  A free-will donation 
will be taken.  
 
When: March 26th, 2020 
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Where: Oswald’s Brewery  
  Blue Earth 
Who:  Anyone in our 
community who enjoys singing, 
listening to others sing, and 
spending time together 
(especially as winter drags on!). 
Why: Our hope is that this event 
will allow a variety of folks to 
gather and hear God’s Good 
News to them in song and enjoy 
fellowship.  This is also an 
opportunity to have a faith event 
outside of our building and with 
our neighbors. 
 
 

Update on our 
open position at 

Trinity 
 

On February 23rd, Trinity Council 
and Christian education leaders 
met with Pastor Barb Streed from 
the SEMN Synod to have 
conversation about our ministry 
needs and what needs could be 
met through a paid staff position.  
Pastor Barb presented several 
options for consideration 
including rostered (clergy) and 
non-rostered staff options as 
different paths churches can take 
to meet their ministry needs.   
 
Because of the options and 
possible changes in the position’s 
responsibilities, more 
conversation and more 
information from Trinity is 
needed.  At our March council 
meeting, the council intends to 
appoint a task force with specific 
instructions to help us discern 
what gifts are needed in a paid 
staff position and what gifts we 
have within our congregation.  
Essentially looking at the 
question: What needs require a 
paid staff position? We cannot 
move forward with hiring until 
we discern what gifts we are 
seeking from a new addition to 
our staff and recognizing what 
might be best in the long term.  
We also understand the care of 
our children, youth, and family is 
a group effort of relationships, 
volunteers and support from this 
congregation even as we look to 
fill this staff position. 
 
We will be asking for your input 
during the month of March, possibly 
from an informal survey and 
conversations.  We welcome your 
input and thoughts.  Any questions 
about this process can be directed to 
your council members, Council 
President Kevin Benson, or  
Pastor Jeanette. 



COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS – 
FEBRUARY 11, 2020 

           
    
Trinity’s Council met Feb 11th.  
‘God Showing Up’ stories were 
shared.  Will order We Will Feast 
by Kendall Vanderslice as the next 
Council book. 
Financial report:  Trinity and the 
Riley Garvick Scholarships have 
been sent to appropriate colleges. 
Synod support has been paid 
through December.  Two large 
expenditures were winter & spring 
curriculum and January snow 
removal/salting of the parking lot. 
Screens loan = $6500 
Line of Credit = $8457 
Committee Reports include: 
Had a successful week of clearing 
out storage areas and shredding 
old financial records. 
Lenten suppers are being 
organized.  A core group of youth 
is organizing the Youth-led 
worship on March 22.  Beginning 
conversations about National 
Youth Gathering in Minneapolis 
July 2021.  Looking for someone 
to take the lead on Easter 
breakfast.  Stewardship 
Committee is planning an 
emphasis for reducing the Line of 
Credit.  God’s Work Our Hands is 
coordinating rides for residents of 
Crescent Apartments to go to the 
Food Shelf. 
Discussed the Council Retreat and 
where will we go from here? 
All photos and the church roster 
have been sent to Lifetouch 
Directory.  Proof copy will be 
reviewed in early March. 
Tech Assistant and Worship 
Presentation Creation training was 
held in February. 
Pastor Jeanette will contact Good 
Earth Village about ‘Hymns on 
Tap’ to be held in Blue Earth.  

Will be using Spiritual Discipline 
Cards during Lent. 
 
Complete copy of minutes is available 
on the display rack outside the office. 

 
 

  
 
TLC 
WELCA  
 
 

      (Trinity Lutheran Church  
          Women of the ELCA) 

 
Personal Care Kits 
During Lent we will collect the 
items for Lutheran Relief 
Personal Care Kits. These kits 
will go to refugees who have 
traveled many dusty miles 
toward hopeful safety and others 
who have no resources to stay 
clean.  Would your family 
consider putting together the 6 
items during the 6 weeks of 
Lent? A collection box or basket 
will be at the back of the 
sanctuary during Lent.  Thank 
you.  
               TLCW Stewardship 
 
Each kit contains: 
one light-weight bath-size 
towel (between 20x40 inches 
and 27 x 52 inches), dark color 
perferred 
2-3 bath-size bars of soap 
equaling 8-9 ounces, any brand, 
in original packing 
one adult-size toothbrush in its 
original packaging 
one sturdy comb, wide teeth 
perferred 
one nail clippers (attached file 
optional) 
 
WELCA Triennial 
July 16-19, 2020 in Phoenix, AZ 
 
All Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America Women are 

invited to attend the 11th 
Triennial Gathering in Phoenix 
this summer. There is a lot of 
information online.  Marlene 
Hanson is registered to attend and 
can help fill you in on the details. 
Our TLCW has saved money 
during the last 3 years and the 
church council matched the 
amount we saved so we have 
some funds to use for this event. 
Please see Marlene Hanson for 
details.  
 

Hand-Tie Quilts 
Thursdays  
1:00 p.m. in the 
Quilting room in the 
basement level 
hallway near the 
kitchen. 
On March 5th – 

quilting will begin at 10:00 with 
potluck lunch at noon! 
Quilts will be given to Lutheran 
Social Services and Lutheran 
World Relief. 
 
 
Blizzard Boxes 
(emergency food 
supply) were 
distributed to Meals 
on Wheels clients this past fall.  
Since then, we have had a few 
blizzards and these boxes have 
been re-supplied and re-distributed 
to those clients and a few new 
ones.   
The funds for making up the 
Blizzard Boxes is depleted.  If you 
are able, and have a desire to give 
to this ministry, please leave your 
financial donation in the church 
office.  If we don't need to re-
supply again this winter, the funds 
will carry over to this coming fall.  
Recipients greatly appreciate these 
extra meals and the thoughtfulness 
of our congregation! 
 
 
 



 
Book Club 
 
 

 
Trinity's Book Club welcomes 
participants who are "regulars" as 
well as those who want to come 
to a discussion of a particular 
book. We would love to have you 
join us, and invite a friend!  
Two discussion groups are held 
each month on the same day 
discussing the same book: 2:00 in 
the church (usually in the 
Gathering Space) and 7:00 at the 
home of Terri Hanson, 521 South 
Galbraith.  
We are interested in hearing from 
those who might want to suggest 
books for future discussions. You 
can volunteer to lead discussion if 
you would like. Lisa Kittleson 
orders copies of the books from 
the Blue Earth Public Library.  
The schedule for the next few 
months is:   
March 23 - We Fed an Island by 
Jose Andres  
April 27 - Educated by Tara 
Westover  
May 18 - Dear Church by Lenny 
Duncan. 
Copies of the books we have 
already read can be found in the 
church library (Common Grounds 
room). Questions: call Terri at 
701-527-0611. 
 

  Dear Friends,  
Thank you so 
much for the 

generous monetary and 
all the food and personal care 
items donated to the Food Shelf 
during the year! 
All these donations help keep our 
shelves full so we can help those 
families in need. 
We appreciate your support! 
Sincerely, 
Faribault County  
Food Shelf Board 

MARCH 
USHERS 
8:30 –  
Rick Dickman, 
Dale Meckes,  
Ray Hornke, Dan Olsen 
 
10:45 - Clinton Benz,  
Jim Brooks, Mike Jacobson, 
Todd Smith 
 

         
Listed below are birthdays of 
members in the church active 
data base.  If there is an addition 
or correction, please call the 
church office (526-3463). 
March 1 – Lisa Kittleson 
 2 –Parker Kienitz, 
     Addison Smith 
 4 – Carson Strukel 
 5 – Eddie Ekstrand, Carly  
    Passante, Ken Skaare,     
    Mary Jane Taylor,  
    Craig Wells 
 6 – Zaine Stewart 
 7 – Tailor Douglas 
    Colleen Knudtson 
 8 – Marie Northwick 
    Jody Omland 
 9 – Sharon Erichsrud 
    Brandyn Olsen 
11 – John Wagner 
12 – Brooklyn Arends,  
     Jake Berndt, Zack Shure 
13 – Stacy Evans, Soren Fering, 

Cala Nassen 
14 – Emily Black, Ryan     
    Northwick 
15 – Jill Rotterman 
16 – Cheri Brooks, Sarah Fering 
    Allen Nuessmeier,  
    Heidi Schutt 
17 – Virginia Johnson 
18 – Russ Hornke 
19 – Dallas Barslou,  
    Haley Resutek 
20 – Grant Holmseth 
 

22 – Mike Jacobson, Tim Juba 
    Max Rotterman,  
    Tyler Schonrock 
23 – Katelyn Kuechenmeister 
    Jerry Skaare 
24 – Janice DeBoer,  
    Gil Olawsky, Betty Trytten 
25 – Mara Fenske, Brooke 

Frandle, Megan Resutek 
26 – Jeanette Hanson, Stacy  
    Howard, Katie Kuhn,  
    Shelby Rock 
27 – Rachel Roverud 
28 – Carlos Leyva, Linda Sohn 
29 – Abbott Dahlberg,  
    Hans Kittleson, Jacob Olson 
                            (Jason & Robyn) 
30 – Samantha Barslou 
31 – Heidi Fenske, Tristan 
     Mutschler, Darwin Olson 
 

 
   Trinity Staff 
      Contacts  
 

Office Hours are Monday – Friday 
8:30 – 5:00       507-526-3463 
 

General Email: 
trinity@bevcomm.net 

    
           Pr. Jeanette Bidne 

prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
 

Rachel Kienitz 
Ministry Support 

Tlcministry235@gmail.com 
 

Donna Perryman, Office Admin. 
         Trinity@bevcomm.net 

 
 
March 27 
8:30 – 12:00 
at St. Luke’s 
Chapel 
 

St. Luke’s Spring Baked Goods 
and Collective Goods sale in their 
Chapel.  Please bring your baked 
goods to Trinity’s kitchen on 
Thursday, March 26th, for pricing. 
Questions? Contact Dona Blom. 
 



      
 
 
 
 
 

March Children/Youth and Family News 
  

         
 

    March 4, 11, 18, 25 
         and April 1st 
Serving will be from 5:00 to 
6:30 p.m. in the Gathering 
Place.  Free meals – open to 
the community. 
Confirmation mentors and 
students will be assisting with 
these meals. 
Lenten soup suppers are open 
to the community.  If you wish 
to make a donation, it will be 
designated for registration fees 
of youth attending summer 
Bible camp. 
 
If you would like to donate a 
soup or money for ingredients, 
contact Sue Olson. 
 
Lenten Worship is at 7:00 p.m. 
 
A NOTE:  SALSA (7-8th 
Grade Confirmation students) 
will attend Lenten worship 
services.  After School 
devotion/meal will begin  
April 15th. 

 

March 8 and 22 –  
Pre-Kindergarten through 6th Grade 
students sing during the 10:45 worship 

A core group of youth is currently planning the Youth-Led Worship on 
March 22.  There will be a practice on Sunday, March 15 with a light lunch 
served at noon, practice from 12:30-2:30, then baking bread that will be used 
for the March 22 worship services.  Another practice is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 21st at 1:00 p.m. 
There are opportunities for ALL students to be involved with this service.  
Check your emails and Sign-Up Genius for more information! 
======================================================== 
 
The Southwestern Minnesota Synod will be hosting a Senior High Youth 
Gathering March 27-28, 2020 at the Courtyard by Marriott, Mankato, MN, 
for students in Grades 9-12.  
The theme is "Faith Can Move Mountains" based on Matthew 17:20 
Registration is open March 4-25th. Cost: $105 (Trinity will contribute $50). 
Trinity would like to send a Group of Students. 
Event Packet information is hanging on the Resource Garden Wall 
======================================================== 

                                             
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders from across 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for a week of faith 
formation known as the Gathering.  Through days spent in interactive learning, 
worship, Bible study, service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and 
are challenged and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives.   
 
    2021 ELCA Youth Gathering, in Minneapolis, MN, June 29 - July 3.  
        This event is open to Trinity Youth currently in grades 8-11.  
  
    ELCA Youth Gathering Informational Meeting March 22nd, NOON, 
             in the Gathering Place. A light luncheon will be served. 

We ask our Trinity Congregation to pray over these Youth as they discern their 
faith journey and if this opportunity fits into God’s plan for them.   

                              I want you to know all about Christ’s love,  
                              although it is too wonderful to be measured.   
                           Then your lives will be filled with all that God is. 
                                              Ephesians 3:19 CEV 
 

Update on our Open 
Position at Trinity --  
See the article on  
Page 3 


