
Ash 
Wednesday 

March 6, 
2019 

 
 

LENTEN 
WORSHIP 

at 
7:00 p.m. 

 
March 6 – 7:00 p.m. - Ash 
Wednesday worship with 
Imposition of Ashes and Holy 
Communion.   
 
‘In Our Own Words’ – Talking 
Shop with God      Lent 2019 
 
   You are invited to join us not 
only for Ash Wednesday, mid-
week worship and soup suppers 
but especially for conversations 
about faith and life from Trinity 
members themselves throughout 
the season of Lent.  We will once 
again use Holden Evening Prayer 
(beginning March 13) during our 
evening worship. With scripture, 
song, and sharing by members of 
our own community we will dive 
into what we can share with one 
another about being people of 
faith when days are busy, there are 
bills to pay, and life is 
complicated.   

 
Soup Suppers are 
March 13 

  March 20  
 March 27 

   April 3 
     April 10 
5:00 – 6:30 p.m. in the Gathering 
Place (basement level dining area) 
 
   This year, our soup suppers will 
be offered as a free meal to 
everyone.  The community is 
invited.  This outreach is a mission 
project of the God’s Work Our 
Hands committee.  Youth groups 
will be involved in serving and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
providing some of the food. This 
multi-generational project not 
only serves the community but 
helps kids develop an attitude of 
a servant heart and begin to 
understand how rewarding it is to  
help and not expect anything in 
return. 
    We are also asking other 
Trinity members to sign up to 
provide additional food items, 
help prepare the food, serve the 
meal, or to help with clean-up.     
Please watch for the sign-up 
poster on the bulletin board by 
the church office.   
   There will also be an 
opportunity to financially support 
a different community outreach 
group each week. If you enjoy 
making soup and would like to 
be a part of the “soup-making”, 
please contact Sue Olson, Kim 
Jacobson, or the church office. 
 

 
New 
Members 
Received 
February 10 
 

  Trinity is happy to welcome 
several new members.  
   The following attended 
sessions on the history of the 
Church, the history of Trinity and 
what membership means: 
*Marcus and Danielle Mutschler 
with sons Tristan and Gavin.  
Marcus is employed at Blue 
Earth Monument.  Danielle is an 
RN at Mayo Clinic Health 
System in Austin. 
*Amanda Rauenhorst has 
transferred from American  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lutheran Church in Gaylord.  She 
is married to Brady and is 
employed at Profinium Bank in 
Fairmont. 
*Emily Black is a BEAHS Junior 
who has reconnected with Trinity 
 

Guest Handbell 
Choir from 
Gustavus 
College 
March 17 
 

   Exciting news in our “winter of 
alternate plans”! Thanks to Karen 
Dressler, 25-30 handbell ringers 
from Gustavus plan to share music 
during the March 17 worship 
services!  The kids will arrive 
Saturday afternoon and will 
practice in the sanctuary followed 
by a soup supper that Karen and 
Sue Ellingsen have planned.  In 
the evening they again will 
rehearse - our hope is that it will 
be an open rehearsal where 
anyone can sit in to watch, listen 
and learn.  These young ringers 
are amazing! 
 
What is needed? 
*Housing for 2 or more students 
the evening of March 16, with a 
bedtime snack or two.   
*Breakfast March 17. FYI: some 
of the kids are vegetarian. One has 
celiac and probably will bring 
munchies. 
*Transportation from and to the 
church Saturday and Sunday.   
 
   Would you be able to help?  If 
so, please let Donna know.  She 
has a signup list started in the 
office at church. 

The Trumpet   March, 2019  
 Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA    235 East 7th Street, Blue Earth, MN   

“As God’s people, we are nurtured by word and sacrament to welcome, 
empower and serve others.” 
 



First Communion Classes 
   Classes will 
be held during 
Sunday School 
for 5th graders 
or anyone else 

interested in learning about the 
gift of Holy Communion.   Three 
sessions will begin on March 24th 
at 9:30 a.m., then March 31st and 
April 14.  Parents are asked to 
attend all classes with their 
students if at all possible.  
Detailed information will be 
mailed to current 5th grade 
students. 
 
   Anyone who is interested in 
learning more about communion 
or is interested in receiving 
communion is welcome to attend.  
 

 
 
Gospel of 
Matthew 
   
 
 

    My first year with you, as your 
pastor, we traveled through 
portions of the Small Catechism of 
Martin Luther as part of our 
Lenten journey together. Last year 
for Lent, we took a journey 
through the relational language of 
Trinity Lutheran Church.  We 
explored terms often seen in 
scripture including “Child of 
God,” terms used in our day-to-
day lives like “Mother” and 
“Father” and terms that we use to 
describe ourselves such as “Trinity 
Family” and “Church Family.” 
We looked at scripture, hymns, 
and ways that God opens these 
terms for us to mean more than 
just one relationship in our lives.  
This was part of my doctoral 
project from which I learned much 
about scripture, preaching, and 
you, as Trinity Lutheran Church.   

   One of the largest learnings 
from last year’s journey together 
was the wealth of knowledge and 
experiences each of us have to 
help one another be people of 
faith here, in this community, 
with each other.  Thomas Long, a 
well-known homiletician 
(professor in preaching) and 
theologian writes that the more 
we talk about our faith the more 
faithful we become. 
 
   Now Lent is upon us again. I 
would like to invite you to join 
us not only for Ash Wednesday 
and soup suppers but for 
conversations about faith and life 
from Trinity members 
themselves throughout the season 
of Lent.  We will once again use 
Holden Evening Prayer during 
our evening worship. With 
scripture, song, and sharing by 
members of our own community 
we will dive into what we can 
share with one another about 
being people of faith when days 
are busy, there are bills to pay, 
and life is complicated.   
 
   At the end of the Gospel of 
Matthew, Jesus shares with his 
disciples, “And remember, I am 
with you always, to the end of 
the age,” so with Lent we 
journey with our own stories to 
see that God indeed is with us, 
shaping us evermore into God’s 
people. 
   So pull up a chair (or a pew) 
and come hear a story about 
being people of faith together, in 
our own words. 
 
United In Christ, Pastor Jeanette 
 
Our Lenten Journey 2019 
 
LENT Wednesday, March 6th  
Ash Wednesday 
Who is the Greatest? 
Matthew 18:1-9 

 
Wednesday, March 13th 
Holden Evening Prayer 
Table Talkers: Pastor Jeanette and 
Elloyce 
 
Wednesdays, March 20th, 27th, 
April 3rd, April 10th 
Holden Evening Prayer 
Table Talkers: TBA 
 
HOLY WEEK 
Sunday April 14th   Palm Sunday  
Triumphal Entry Matthew 21:1-17 
 
Thursday April 18th 
Maundy Thursday / Words of 
Institution / Matthew 26:17-30 
 
Friday, April 19th   Good Friday 
Led by Our Youth 
 Matthew 7:27-61 
 
Sunday April 21st   Easter Sunday 
Resurrection of Our Lord/ 
Matthew 28:1-10 

 
 

Dollar A Day Hunger Challenge 
 
   Your Church 
Council is 
reissuing a 
challenge made 
by Pastor Paul a 

few years ago, to give a dollar a 
day to help fight hunger.  $365 can 
go a long ways to help feed the 
hungry.  
   In the past Trinity has had about 
6 who have met this challenge. 
We think Trinity can improve that. 
If we get 10 donations of $365 
that gets us to $3650 which is a 
giant step towards our $10,000 
goal. Please prayerfully consider 
accepting this challenge and drop 
off your donation in the church 
office or use one of the green 
hunger envelopes in the pew rack 
to give your donation in the 
offering plate. Please help Trinity 
meet our $10,000 goal in 2019.  



 
TLC 
WELCA  
 

 
Blue Earth River Conference 

(BERC) Spring Event 
Saturday, April 6, 2019 

Trinity Lutheran, Blue Earth 
 

   Please come to the WELCA 
Spring Event at our church. 
Registration ($7) and coffee will 
be 8:00-9:00 am. The program 
will begin at 9:00 and end at 
11:30. The theme this year is:  
“All Anew: We Are the Church 
Together”.  
   The Temple Talk will be given 
by Good Earth Village. The 
Message will be given by 
Interfaith Caregivers of Faribault 
County, the Five Sisters Project, 
and Global Health Ministries. Our 
Trinity Bell Choir will provide the 
special music. 
   The in-kind gifts will be the 
Hospice Kits, Newborn Kits, and 
Rolled Bandages for Global 
Health Ministries. We are working 
on these kits instead of the 
Lutheran World Relief Health Kits 
this year. Directions for these gifts 
are located at the back of the 
sanctuary. Old white sheets that 
have been washed are ready to be 
torn and rolled into bandages can 
be found in the coat area directly 
outside the kitchen. 
   Please contact Mary Erichsrud 
or Marlene Hanson with 
questions. 
 
APRIL 9, 2019 

TLCW Fair Stand 
Supper is 
scheduled for Tues, April 9.   

   Chairpersons are needed to roast 
the beef, make potato salad & 
gravy, prepare mashed potatoes, 
pre-bake pies and brownies and 

make coffee.  PLEASE contact 
Mary Erichsrud (526-2394) by    
March 15th if you will ‘chair’ 
one of these responsibilities. 
   It takes the whole Trinity 
Family to make this a successful 
event. 
 

Hand-Tie Quilts 
Thursdays  
1:00 p.m. in the 
new Quilting 
room (former 
Centennial Room) 
in the basement 
level hallway near 
the kitchen) 
 

 
COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS – 

FEBRUARY 13, 2018 

           
   Trinity’s Council met Feb 19 
(postponed one week due to 
weather).  We started by sharing 
‘success stories’ – student who 
has memorized the Lord’s 
Prayer, financial response to 
replenishing ‘blizzard boxes’ for 
those who receive Meals on 
Wheels,  positive influence from 
Welcome Sundays, etc. 
    Council will begin reading The 
Digital Cathedral by Keith 
Anderson for our book study. 
Financial reports were reviewed.  
    Education & Youth 
committees jointly planned for 
the Holy Hotdish family event 
(now postponed to March 3). 
Worship/Art/Music planned for 
Lenten worship.  Property 
Committee will be getting the 
snow mound in the parking lot 
removed.  Technology 
Committee will meet in March to 
work on timeline for the screens 
and projector project. 
   Goals for 2019 were set at the 
Council Retreat.  We will 

continue emphasis on Hunger, 
Domestic Violence and Service 
Projects in our community.  
Agreed to promote the ‘Dollar A 
Day’ challenge for World Hunger. 
   Pastor Jeanette listed names of 
those received as new members on 
Feb 10th and reported on those 
who have requested transfer to 
other congregations. 
   The ‘end is in sight’ for the final 
pages of the thesis Pastor Jeanette 
is writing for her doctorate.  (see 
article below). 

 
Complete copy of minutes is available on 
the display rack outside the office. 
 
 

   
DMIN DIARIES 
 
   So what was learned during Lent 
2018?  I invite you to hear about 
my doctoral thesis on March 17th 
during coffee hour.    I will share 
about my learnings, how Trinity 
responded to the project, as well 
as what this work may mean for 
the larger Church.  A short 
presentation will be followed by a 
time for questions.  Don’t worry I 
will not read all 107 pages of my 
thesis to you (but a draft may be 
there for those who are curious)!  I 
will defend my thesis in front of 
professors during a two hour block 
on either April 8th, 9th, and 10th at 
Luther Seminary.   
 
   I continue to be thankful to 
Trinity and all those who have 
made this Doctorate of Ministry in 
Biblical Preaching possible and 
look forward to a pending 
graduation in May! 
          Pastor Jeanette 
 

 



 
   As a church congregation what 
can we do to help local hungry 
families?   We as a council are 
bringing back our food cart for the 
month of March. We would like to 
challenge you to see how many 
times we can fill it.  Our local 
food shelf is need of these items.  

 Canned fruit 
 Variety of soups 
 Spaghetti Sauce  
 WIC approved Cereal  
 Tuna  
 Personal Care Products 

o Toilet Paper  
o Toothpaste 
o Shampoo 
o Women sanitary 

products 
Diapers (sizes 3 & 4) 

 Money is always a 
welcome gift as they order 
a lot of supplies from a 
Channel 1 food bank 
 

   If you would like to use a 
Thrivent Action Team for this 
project, contact Marlene Hanson 
for assistance in applying for the 
Action Team. 
 

 
   The Book Club has completed 
another book (The Hiding Place 
by Corrie Ten Boom).  The new 
book choice will be listed in the 
bulletin.  This group has been 
meeting at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
on the 4th Monday.   Next group 
meeting will be March 25th. 
 If you have more questions about 
what the group is reading – or 
where to get a copy – contact Terri 

Hanson at 
tjhanson@bevcomm.net or call 
the church office 526-3463. 
 

 MARCH 
USHERS 
      8:30 –  
Rick Dickman, 
Dale Meckes,  

           Ray Hornke, Dan Olsen 
10:45 - Clinton Benz, Jim 
Brooks,  
Mike Jacobson, Todd Smith 
 

         
 
   Listed below are birthdays of 
members in the church active 
data base.  If there is an addition 
or correction, please call the 
church office (526-3463). 
March 1 – Lisa Kittleson 
 2 –Parker Kienitz, 
     Addison Smith 
 4 – Carson Strukel 
 5 – Eddie Ekstrand, Emilie  
    Mahler, Ken Skaare,  
    Mary Jane Taylor,  
    Craig Wells 
 6 – Zaine Stewart 
 7 – Tailor Douglas 
    Colleen Knudtson 
 8 – Marie Northwick 
    Jody Omland 
 9 – Sharon Erichsrud 
    Brandyn Olsen 
10 – Sue Ellingsen,  
11 – John Wagner 
12 – Brooklyn Arends,  
     Jake Berndt, Zack Shure 
13 – Stacy Evans, Soren Fering, 

Cala Nassen 
14 – Barb Anderson, Emily    
     Black, Ryan Northwick 
15 – Jill Rotterman 
16 – Cheri Brooks, Sarah Fering 
    Allen Nuessmeier,  
    Heidi Schutt 
17 – Virginia Johnson 

18 – Russ Hornke 
19 – Dallas Barslou, Haley 
    Resutek, Berdette Teigland 
20 – Grant Holmseth 
22 – Mike Jacobson, Tim Juba 
    Max Rotterman,  
    Tyler Schonrock 
23 – Katelyn Kuechenmeister 
    Jerry Skaare 
24 – Janice DeBoer,  
    Gil Olawsky, Betty Trytten 
25 – Mara Fenske, Brooke 

Frandle, Megan Resutek 
26 – Jeanette Hanson, Stacy  
    Howard, Katie Kuhn, Shelby  
    Rock 
27 – Herman Heupel, 
    Rachel Roverud 
28 – Carlos Leyva, Linda Sohn 
29 – Jase Casey, Abbott 
    Dahlberg, Hans Kittleson, 
    Jacob Olson (Jason & Robyn) 

30 – Samantha Barslou 
31 – Heidi Fenske,  
        Darwin Olson 
 

   Trinity 
    Staff 
 Contacts  
    

           Pr. Jeanette Bidne 
prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 

 
Kim Jacobson, Director  

Children/Youth & Family 
Kimmykimmyj@gmail.com 

 
Rachel Kienitz 

Ministry Support 
Tlcministry235@gmail.com 

 
Donna Perryman, Office Admin. 

         Trinity@bevcomm.net 
 

Office Hours are Monday – Friday 
8:30 – 5:00    507-526-3463 
 

 
MARCH 10,  
2019 Daylight 
Savings 
Time Begins 
 

 



      
   After a week’s postponement, 
council was able to meet in 
February.  Juggling some 
vacations, other postponements 
and other commitments, we were 
able to get most of the council 
together.  We attended to the 
regular business, shared some 
success stories and reviewed our 
council retreat in early February. 
    At our council retreat, we 
identified some main focuses and 
mission goals for 2019.  You will 
see and hear more about these in 
FYIs, bulletins and future 
newsletters.   
    Our Mission Goal for this first 
part of the year is Hunger.  We 
hope to do our part to address 
hunger, discussing many ideas on 
how to do so.  We have dedicated 
March to Faribault County Food 
Shelf, and will be asking for 
donations to feed our local hunger.  
Free Lenten meals are in the 
works, as well as some emergency 
food kits.  I am excited to see the 
passion that our council has for 
our local needs.   
    I pray for March to be a 
successful month for our church 
family and for our local hunger 
needs.  I also hope for warmer 
temps and more sunshine. 

 
Marc Meier, TLC Council 
President 
 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
   The SE MN Blue Earth River 
Conference (BERC) is comprised 
of the ELCA congregations in 
Faribault and Freeborn Counties, 
including Grace Lutheran Church 
in Fairmont.  The March 10th 

business meeting will be held at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Blue 
Earth.  (twice postponed from the 
original date of February 10!) 
 

Blue Earth River 
Conference 
Assembly – 
March 10  

 
   
Election of a Bishop for 
Southeast Minnesota Synod 
   Bishop Steve Delzer has 
announced that he will not be on 
the ballot when the Southeastern 
Minnesota Synod meets May 31-
June 2 in Rochester, Minnesota. 
   The process for calling a new 
bishop (6-year term) has been 
underway since July, 2018.   
This will be an agenda item for 
the Feb 10th business meeting. 
   Volunteers will be needed on 
March 10th to assist with 
welcoming guests and directing 
them to the Gathering Place for 
light refreshments and/or to the 
sanctuary for the Conference 
meeting.  Please contact Donna 
in the church office if you are 
available to help. 
   Voters from each congregation 
will vote on the names that have 
been previously submitted to the 
Committee on the Election of a 
Bishop.  Each conference can 
bring up to three names for 
consideration during the  
May 31-June 2 Synod Assembly. 
    Eleven pastors have indicated 
they wish to be the next SE MN 
Bishop.  Their profiles are 
available in the church office. 
They can also be seen online at: 
 
http://semnsynod.org/candidates2019 
______________________________ 
 
   MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Date: Saturday, April 27, 2019  
Time: 9–11AM  
Location: Cabela’s, Owatonna  

Cost: $10/person  
Speaker: Gary Sloan  
Sponsored by SE MN Synod Men 
in Mission 
 
   Please send reservations and 
checks to: Russell Tesch, 906 4th 
Ave SE, Waseca, MN 56093. 
Questions: Call 507-835-3843 or 
e-mail: marietesch@mchsi.com.  
 
Speaker bio: Gary Sloan has 
worked in the Grand Meadow 
school district for nearly 35 years 
as a teacher of special education 
students. He has coached football 
that entire time, serving as the 
head coach for the past 26 
seasons. Sloan’s coaching record 
is 206 wins and 79 losses. His 
teams have won 4 state 
championships, 7 section 
championships and 10 
conference/district championships. 
He has been the school’s Athletic 
Director and Transportation 
Director for the past 11 years. 
Gary was raised on a dairy farm 
near Ellendale and later moved to 
Ellendale and graduated from 
Ellendale-Geneva High School in 
1980. He graduated from Winona 
State University in 1985 with 
degrees in Special Education, 
Physical Education and Coaching. 
He has 3 college aged children 
that currently attend University of 
Minnesota, St. Cloud State 
University and Minnesota State 
University-Mankato. Gary lives in 
Grand Meadow and is a member 
of Grand Meadow Lutheran 

Church.  
 
   If you are 
interested in 
attending 
and/or 
carpooling, 

please contact Bill Redman or Jim 
Beattie or the church office. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

March Children/Youth and Family News 
              Kimberly Jacobson, Director                507-525-0747                 Kimmykimmyj@gmail.com 
  

  

         
 

    March 13, 20, 27 
      April 3 and 10 
Serving will be from 5:00 to 
6:30 p.m. in the Gathering 
Place.  Free meals – open to 
the community. 
This year the Lenten soup 
suppers are open to the 
community and are FREE of 
charge to EVERYONE. 
 
Lenten Worship is at 7:00 p.m. 
 
If you would like to make a 
soup or provide additional 
items for the meal, please 
contact Kim Jacobson, Sue 
Olson or the church office. 

     

March 31st  
KID SUNDAY  
For the Kid in all of us… 

 
We like to think that EVERY Sunday is KID Sunday……  

But this particular worship service will be led by Kids.  
 

Holy Hotdish 
Mission MEAL   March 3rd: @ Noon  

…Held over from February 24th … Don’t Worry!            The 
Hotdish will be fresh…  The EVENT has been held over! 
 

Holy Hotdish menu:  Tator Tot Hot dish, Scalloped 
Potatoes and Ham, Pizza Hot dish, Peanut Butter and 

Jelly sandwiches, and ice cream sundaes.  
FAITH. FOOD. FUN. FAMILY.  

(What more do you need)  
 

The proceeds of this event will benefit the campership fund (toward 
registration fee of those attending summer Bible camp) as well as the 
Riley Garvick Memorial Scholarship fund.  Riley was confirmed at 
Trinity and would have graduated this spring. This will be a one-time 
scholarship given to High School Senior. 
 

 Side note: Please remember to thank those who 
have worked tirelessly this winter to clean the streets and highways! 

 


