
  TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH                                                                                                                     
               235 East Seventh Street                                                              

Blue Earth, MN 56013 
         Office Phone (507) 526-3463 

              Pastor Jeanette Bidne 
           JUNE AND A HALF 
Welcome to another mid-month newsletter from Trinity Lutheran 
Church.  This shorter version of the Trinity Trumpet is to keep you up 
to date with decisions made due to the coronavirus and news in the 
Body of Christ. 
 
COVID-19 Task Force update 
Covid-19 continues to spread through Minnesota and cases continue to 
rise in our county.  We are aware that we will continue to be church in 
these realities for some time now and into the next year.  Covid-19 is 
still as contagious to our community and life-threatening to vulnerable 
populations as it was in March when we closed our building. 
After much discussion, Trinity’s Covid-19 Task Force has made the 
following recommendations which were approved by our council in 
accordance with recommendations of the Minnesota Department of 
Health, health professionals and the SEMN Synod of the ELCA. 
 
The current safest way to prevent the transmission of Covid-19 is to 
stay home.   
 
1) We will continue to keep our building locked at this time in order to 
be able to mitigate the spread of Covid-19.  This will also keep staff 
and those who need to be in the building safer.  If you need to use our 
building, we have a protocol that will help lower risk. 
2) We will continue to offer online worship services and have plans to 
place our services on Bevcomm’s Channel 7. 
3) We encourage all committees, Bible studies, church groups to meet 
remotely or outdoors, if at all possible, following the guidelines by the 
state of MN.  Current guidance for in-person meetings as of this 
writing include: meetings under 25 people for outdoors/10 for indoors, 
proper social distancing, and ask that masked be used.  A phone-in or 
Zoom-in option is strongly encouraged for those who are unable to 
attend in person. 

4) We are in the process of preparing our required Covid-19 
Preparedness Plan required by the state of Minnesota and working on 
the logistics for a possible drive-in service in the summer months. 
 
More specifics and ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ will be included in 
the July Trumpet. 

 
In this time of separation and disruption, we all long for 
connection.  Here are two questions which may help in 
conversations with friends, co-workers or others you care 
about during this time. 
1) What surprising thing have you been stocking up on? 

     (that isn’t toilet paper) 
2) What habit have your started – or broken – during the quarantine? 
 
 
Custom-made greeting cards for Trinity members  

We have 27 members on our visiting list in 
residential communities - but of course, we are 
not visiting! We are sending cards monthly.  
 
If any card makers wish to contribute “thinking 

of you” cards, we would send them out in July.   
We hope to send out child-made cards in August. In the fall we’ll go 
back to cards sent by visiting committee volunteers - maybe even 
visits!!  Call or text Terri Hanson at 701-527-0611 (or email her at 
tjhanson@bevcomm.net) if you would like to contribute to this 
outreach.  
 
Faribault County Food Shelf needs 
On June 4, the KBEW/Darling International 
‘Jam the Food Shelf’ event collected 2920 food items and $4000 in 
donations. Thank you for the wonderful and generous response! 
The following are items that are most needed and cannot be bought in 
bulk:  Canned tomatoes (stewed or diced), carrots, cream style corn, 
peas, mixed fruit or fruit cocktail, pears, peaches. Watch for these 
items when they go on sale!  Contact Marlene Hanson (mhanson4@ 
Bevcomm.net) for arrangements to get the items to the Food Shelf. 
 



The SE MN Synod responded to an urgent request from 
ELCA Lutherans in St. Paul and Minneapolis. 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Minneapolis has 
become the local ‘store’/distribution site in the Third 

Precinct since the losses and destructions of many businesses.  On 
June 4 & 5, several community members from this area helped by 
purchasing items that filled 3 cars that were driven directly to Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church. 
 
News in the Body of Christ 

*Ruthy Johnson was admitted to Mayo/Rochester with a 
‘setback’, but has returned home.  Continued prayers for 
Ruthy, Jerry and their families.  Cards can be sent to:  
705 N Main St, Blue Earth 
 

*Hudson Zierke (8 year old son of Kyle and Jennifer Zierke) is 
undergoing tests and upcoming surgery at Mayo, Rochester, for a brain 
tumor.  Cards can be mailed to:  1055 Highland Dr, Blue Earth 
 
*Add to the June birthday list:  June 30 – Peter Crofton 
 
*Congratulations to college graduates!  Quinn Huisman received a 
Master of Arts in Math Education from UM-Missoula, Montana. 
(If you would like your college grad recognized, please send an email 
to trinity@bevcomm.net to be included in the next newsletter.) 
 
*ZOOM ‘Coffee’ on May 31st had 8 participants.  The next ‘Coffee’ 
via ZOOM will be on Sunday, June 21st at 10:30.  The link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85339419432?pwd=b0RJNHd6M0ptNStUa
zhSc2dLcDFKZz09 
You can also call on the phone to hear your friends! 
Dial 312 626 6799 US (Chicago), then Meeting ID: 853 3941 9432 # 
Password is 170621 
 
If you are new to ‘ZOOM’ meetings, you can sign in at 10:15 and      
Pr Jeanette will give you some helpful tips.  She can be reached at 
507-339-1178 
 

*Blue Earth’s Giant Days has been cancelled, however the fireworks 
display will still take place on July 10th. 
*Faribault County Fair Board also made a decision to cancel the Fair. 
There will be no food served from the Trinity Stand this summer. 
 
*Christ in Our Home and Word in Season devotional booklets for the 
3rd Quarter (July – August) have arrived.  Please contact the church 
office to receive your free copy (526-3463). 
 
*2020 Lenten Madness – ‘Golden Halo’ award 
Rachel Kienitz coordinated Lent Madness 2020 (Ash Wednesday was 
Feb 26th).  It was So MUCH FUN!  I learned so much about some 
saints!  The wining Saint was Harriet Tubman.  Recently, Nomination- 
tide, was held, allowing participants to nominate Saints for the 2021 
bracket.  That Nomination time period is now closed... 

 
Trinity held their own bracket challenge and the 
2020 Trinity Inaugural Winner is Ann 
Crofton!  She has won the Golden Halo Coffee 
Mug, and the entry fees ($115) have been 
donated to The Faribault County Food Shelf! 
 

 
*The Youth Position Task Force is meeting June 13 to begin the 
process of reviewing input from the surveys and outlining the tasks 
that will be developed into a job description. Thank you for your 
thoughtful input. We will provide progress reports as we continue our 
work.  
Terri Hanson, Téa Armstrong, Britt Howard, Brian Kokos,  
Sonja Willmert 
 

Gathering Around the Word June 21, June 28 
Although physically apart you are invited to gather 
with other members of Trinity around these readings, 
wherever you may be. 

June 21st    3rd Sunday after Pentecost, The Cost of Discipleship  
Psalm 69:7-18 and Matthew 10:24-39 
June 28th    4th Sunday after Pentecost, Welcome Christ in Those  
Christ Sends: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 and Matthew 10:40-42 



A call to prayer in the time of a pandemic from 
the Women of the ELCA.  It is suggested to use 
this prayer every Tuesday at noon. 
“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”    Romans 8:38-39 
 
Follow each petition by naming specific individuals or needs 

For those who are ill 
For those with little access to healthcare 

For healthcare workers 
For those who feel isolated 

For those who are in unsafe places 
For those who are anxious or worried 
For leaders facing difficult decisions 

For those who continue to work in challenging settings 
For those driven by greed or careless disregard. 

 
Jesus calls us to love our neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 22:39).  
How are you loving yourself today?  What is your self-care strategy?  
How are you loving your neighbor today? 
“For we will rejoice always, pray without ceasing and give thanks in all 
circumstances.”    1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 
 
 
    
 
When was baseball first mentioned in the Bible?   
In Genesis.  It says ‘In the big inning….’ 
 
Bulletin Blooper:   
The audience is asked to remain seated until the end of the recession. 
 
Note to God from a child:   
Dear God. I didn’t think orange went with purple until I saw the sunset 
You made on Tuesday. That was cool. 

 
 

Grant Strukel was the recipient of Trinity’s $1000 
scholarship. 
Printed below is Grant’s thank you note to Trinity 
members. 
 

 
Dear Trinity Lutheran Church Members, 
 Thank you so much for all the memories and lifelong lessons 
over my time at Trinity. I am very sad that my time there is now over 
but the friendships I have made will last a long time.  I am so lucky to 
have had a congregation like you.  I have never felt alone and always 
felt welcomed at Trinity. 
 I am going to miss spending time every Sunday together, 
working on GWOH (God’s Work Our Hands) projects, working at the 
Fair Stand each summer, and enjoying the special services on holidays 
the most.   
 Thank you so much for the gifts over the years from my first 
Bible in 5th grade to the stone and prayer cube at graduation.  I am also 
very blessed to receive the Trinity scholarship. 
 I plan on attending the University of Minnesota, Morris, and 
pursue a degree in secondary education.  I will be running on their 
cross country and track teams while there. 
 Although it has been a difficult last few months, I am very 
proud in the way services have gone on and the work that the staff has 
done to make that happen. I hope that everyone is staying safe and 
doing well and hope to see you soon! 
      Grant Strukel 
 

                    
 
 

Something to make you grin or groan 


