
    
 
The Covid-19 Task Force met on May 17th to discern 
how to wade into summer as Covid restrictions lift 
while still caring for those vulnerable among us.   
 
Currently... 
-Please continue to enter in the front door, sign-in and 
sanitize 

-Masks will be strongly encouraged when at all 
possible, as well as distancing 

-Pews will be roped off every   other (instead of every 
two) 

-Small groups will discern mask usage as they feel 
comfortable.   If someone is unvaccinated, all are 
asked to mask. 

-Serving of food (catered for funerals) will be allowed 
up to 50 persons at one time 

-All outdoor services will now include corporate 
speaking and singing 

-Mask usage and Covid numbers will dictate how 
much corporate speaking and singing will occur 
indoors and will be added in incrementally over the 
summer. 

 
We ask you to be aware that your neighbor's comfort 
level may be different than yours.  When in doubt, let 
us default to care and caution.  We wish to continue to 
protect those under 12, not yet eligible for 
vaccination, and those still discerning or working to 
receive their vaccination and those who are immune 
compromised.   
We wish to be grace-filled and kind in how we are 
church in this time of transition so we may  
continue to be connected as one body of Christ.  
Thank you for "being church" in this way. 
 

      
June 6   – 9:30 in the Sanctuary 
June 13 – 9:30 in the Sanctuary 
June 20 – 9:30 at the Fair Stand 
June 27 – 9:30 in the Sanctuary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Summer worship services are 
scheduled to be held at 9:30 

a.m. at the Trinity Stand, 
Fairgrounds on the 3rd Sunday:  June 20, July 18 and 
August 15. 
Family Sunday School will follow worship on July 18 
and August 15 – at the Fairgrounds. 
 

Worship/Art/Music Committee 
determined that Communion 
elements will be available at all 
worship services as summer 

schedules are very fluid.  It will be your choice to 
receive communion, whichever worship service you 
are able to attend. 
 

Wednesday Evening Worship 
 

This summer we plan to resume 
Wednesday evening summer worship 
at 6:30 p.m.  Please note this service 

will look different than previous years.   
In order to continue our online/Bevcomm worship 
ministry, Wednesday services will: 
-preview the following Sunday which allow us to 
record clips for Sunday online worship 

-Reflections on the scripture will be offered, shorter 
service in general 

-equipment will be present to assist in recording 
-bulletins may not be available for the service. 
  
Thank you for flexibility as seek to have an additional 
option for in-person worship for those who may travel 
on weekends this summer. 
 
Outdoor Office Hours 

Beginning Monday, June 7th 

Pastor Jeanette will have outdoor 
office hours Mondays 9 - 12 p.m., 
weather and schedule permitting this 
summer.   

Please know you can always set up a time to meet 
with her indoors or outdoors via phone 507-339-1178 
or email prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
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“As God’s people, we are nurtured by word and sacrament to welcome, 
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Trinity Scholarship 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church has funded a 
scholarship for a high school graduate 

since 2002.  The scholarship committee looks for 
activity in worship as well as other church and/or 
community involvement.   
Téa Armstrong is the recipient of the 2021 Scholar- 
ship.  The award was presented to her on May 16 
during worship at the Fairgrounds.   
  
 

 
 
“Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. Live 
in harmony with one another…”  
                                                          
Romans 12:15-16 
 
 
 

I read that verse several times over the last year as it 
was the intro to a weekly post on a clergy forum of 
which I am a part.  Each week the joys or sorrows of 
someone’s encounter with Covid-19 was shared, their 
story, their struggle and the outcome.  Some stories 
brought rejoicing and some brought tears.   
We continue in a time of transition and there is much 
about which to rejoice.  For our lives together, 
vaccines and lower case numbers have made it 
possible to gather more regularly to sing together and 
see one another.  We have been able to spend time 
with loved ones we have not connected with for over a 
year.  We are planning to have the fair stand this year!  
It feels like a corner is being turned in a pandemic we 
never would have guessed we would experience. 
 
In light of that, I commend this verse to you.  That 
with grace and care, acknowledging not only the 
physical impacts but also the emotional impacts of the 
last year we do our best to “rejoice with those who 
rejoice, and weep with those who weep.”  Some may 
feel set aside given the year we have had.  Some have 
experienced deep pain and anxiety.  Some have 
weathered it well and are ready for all the new 
opportunities.  The next person may feel scared to 
venture out, exhausted by all the calculating of what is 
worth the risk after being cautious for so long. All are 
beloved by God and part of who we are as the Church. 
 
Chapter 12 of Paul’s letter to the Roman’s encourages 
the church to use their gifts into the time ahead, and 

that new things are in store.  Trinity, I sense the same 
for us.  We need the time to grieve all the change of 
the last year and a half, time to lean into the joy of 
what now can happen, and time to remember that God 
will sustain us and work through us in times of 
weeping and rejoicing.   
 
I thank you for continuing to have grace as we 
navigate this transitional time. 
United in Christ, Pastor Jeanette 
 
 

Prayers are on-going for those connected 
to our Trinity Family: 
 

Mona Anseeuw, Kathy Benz, Don 
Coombes, Vi Evans, Eddie Ekstrand, , 

Karter Foster, Deb LaMont, Virginia Mehrhof, 
Marilyn Olson, Roger and Connie Shure, Harley 
Skogen, Janice Sohn, Hudson Zierke, Sister Verna 
Meckes (Dale Meckes’ mother), Don Yokiel (Jean 
Dikken’s dad), Vicki Ryberg (John Hansen’s friend), 
Pamela Anderson (Angela Murphy’s Mom/Gracelyn, 
Camden and Everly’s Grandmother), Judith Aakre 
(Harley Skogen’s daughter); Dennis Thompson 
(Becky Keebaugh’s brother), Brian Keebaugh, wife 
Kathy and son Zach (Greg’s Keebaugh’s 
brother/family), Lewis Olson (son of Beverly Olson), 
Jan Bjelland (wife of retired St Luke’s Chaplain Arne 
Bjelland) 
 
 
The Trinity Lutheran Church Women’s historical 

meeting will be held the first 
Thursday of September.  
We will not be meeting in June. 
 
On July 10 - during Giant Days - 
coffee and caramel rolls will be 

offered for free will donation at the Trinity fair stand. 
There will be no bake sale and no indoor seating. We 
will be at the Fair Stand from 8:30 until the rolls are 
gone.                                     Marlene Hanson 
 
Boxed Greeting Cards are available through the 
TLCW. Greeting cards for sale include birthday, 
sympathy, get well and thinking of you -- in a variety 
of styles.  Encouragement cards, designed and crafted 
by Rachel Roverud, are also available. 
Contact the church office  
526-3463 for access to these cards. 
 
 



                                    
Trinity Church Council  
met on May 11, 2021 with 
several in person in the 
Gathering Space and others 

via Zoom. The meeting began with devotions, sharing 
of “God Showing Up’ stories and discussion on 
Liturgy of the Ordinary by Tish Harrison Warren 
 
Council accepted a donation of $5000 that was split 
$1000 to TLCW, $2000 to National Youth Gathering 
expenses and $2000 for Birth-5th Grade fall expenses. 
 
The Youth Coordinator position (Grades 6 – 12+) has 
been offered to a candidate.  Waiting for response, 
then background check. 
 
A Council subcommittee presented a list of charitable 
organizations to receive funds that were given to 
Trinity, designated for missions.   
                                   (See separate article)   
Council approved the recommendations. 
 
Council approved the Child Protection Policy as 
written and reviewed. 
 
Pastor Jeanette is working with Worship Committee 
regarding Covid restriction changes.  She is also 
working with Worship and Technology Committees 
around providing online worship options and summer 
worship schedule. 
 
Rachel Kienitz will be leading a ‘Cooking with Jesus’ 
program June 14-18th in Trinity’s kitchen.  Meals will 
be eaten outside, weather permitted. 
The final Devo night with high school students will be 
May 26th.  There are 18 youth and 2 adults who have 
indicated they plan to attend the National Youth 
Gathering in Minneapolis, 2022. 
 
Intern Pastor Sarah spoke about her Internship Project 
entitled “Where the Spirit Leads Us: Exploring 
Spiritual Renewal.”  She is working with a group of 
lay members. 
 
Sheila Hanke has plans for Family Sunday School 
June 6, July 18 and August 15.  Day Camp is 
scheduled for July 12-15 which is led by college-age 
staff from Ingham Okoboji. 
 
Complete copy of minutes is available upon request.at 
trinity@bevcomm.net or by calling 526-3463. 

                      
In late 2020, former Council President Kevin Benson 
was contacted with news that Trinity would be 
receiving funds from an estate.  In March, 2021, a 
check for $10,000 was hand-delivered to Trinity 
Lutheran Church from the LaVern Hamre Trust, 
designated for ‘missions’. 
 
Keeping Trinity’s mission in mind, “As God’s people, 
we are nurtured by word and sacrament to welcome, 
empower and serve others,” a subcommittee 
researched various mission organizations and 
submitted a list for distribution of these funds.   
The Council approved distribution as follows: 
$567 – Meals on Wheels, Blue Earth 
  567 - Senior Center, Blue Earth 
  866 – National Youth Gathering (Trinity students) 
  500 – Lutheran Campus Ministry in Winona 
1500 – Crossroads Campus Ministry & Campus  

Cupboard in Mankato 
   500 – Connections Shelter in Mankato 
 1000 – CADA in Mankato 
 1000 – ELCA World Hunger 
 1000 – ELCA Covid Response 
 1000 – ELCA Disability Ministry 
 1000 – SE MN Synod Lenten Emphasis  
 9500   
 
$500 remains for an undesignated mission in the 
future 
 
Members who have a product with Thrivent have 
chosen to designate their Thrivent Choice Dollars to 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Blue Earth.  These donations 
have accumulated so that $3402 of those undesignated 
funds were also distributed to missions: 
  
$567 each to St Luke’s Auxiliary, St Luke’s Adult 
Day Care, Five Sisters Project in Wells, Blue Earth 
Area Mentors, Interfaith Caregivers; and $567 split 
between Faribault County Food Shelf Blue Earth and 
Wells Area Food Shelf.      
 
                  Faribault County Food Shelf –  
                       2021Summer Schedule: 
June 8 and 22, July 13 and 27, August 10 and 24 
Food Shelf Hours:  5:30 – 7:00 p.m.  Families may 
come for groceries one time per month. 



 
From Council President 
Gary Holmseth 
 
 
 

On Tuesday, May 25th, our Southeast Minnesota 
Synod had a class called “Constitution 101”. Pastor 
Jeanette, Intern Sarah Krolak, Donna Perryman, 
Sheila Hanke, Lisa Kittleson, Michelle Stewart, and I 
attended. The class, led by Pastor Barb Steed, assistant 
to the Bishop, was very good and reinforced how 
lucky we are to belong to the SE MN Synod. They 
oversee 168 church congregations and provide a 
model constitution to guide us with changes to follow. 
That is just one of many benefits we receive from our 
SE MN Synod.  
 
The day following our class, Donna sent out a feel-
good email to the congregation council reminding us 
how fortunate we were to have had Interim Pastor 
Paul Meierding lead us through an update of our 
constitution that was ratified by our congregation in 
2016. As a result, the number of changes we will be 
working on to update our Trinity constitution pales in 
comparison to many congregations. The Synod 
recommends we update our constitution every 3-5 
years.  
 
The Trinity congregation should be proud that we had 
the most attendees of all the churches represented.  
The dedication of our staff and council is clear. 

 
“Cooking with Jesus” 

June 14-18 at Trinity 
10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
 

An In-Person Devotional Cooking Class, will be held 
June 14-18, 2021, 10:30 - 1 pm.  Open to any and all 
students, Grades K-12th, regardless of church 
affiliation.   
 
Students will be making their own lunch and 
participating in a bible study that ties in to what is 
being cooked that day.  For example, Monday the 
theme of the day is Fruit of the Spirit and Lunch 
would be Make your own Pizza and Fruit Pizza.  In 
addition to all of this, students will become familiar 
with a kitchen and cooking processes and 
terminology.  Students will be using a variety of heat 
sources, including but not limited to microwave, gas 
stove, and convection oven.  Students will be 

receiving an apron, cutting board and age appropriate 
cutting utensil. 
Students will hand wash frequently, and mask during 
food preparation.  Meals will be served outside, 
weather permitting.  In the event of inclement 
weather, meals will be served in The Gathering Place, 
physically spaced. 
 
To register for this class, please complete the 
registration form on Trinity’s Facebook page..  If 
there are questions, please contact Rachel Kienitz: 
507.525.2198 or tlcministry235@gmail.com 
 
 

Devotionals for 3rd Quarter 
The July/August/September Christ in 
Our Home and Word in Season 
devotionals have arrived.  They will 
be on the table inside the front doors 

– to pick up at your convenience.   
If you would like your copy left the in the blue cooler, 
call the church office so they can be set out. 
 

Trinity Book Club Updates 
 
4th Mondays at 2:00 and 7:00 
  

We have a diverse and inspiring catalog of books on 
our 2021 agenda!  All are welcome to participate 
whenever your schedule permits.  
We will meet in the Gathering Place.  Please wear 
your mask and we will be physically distanced.  No 
food or beverages.  
If someone wishes to participate by Zoom, let Terri 
Hanson know (701-527-0611) or email her at 
tjhanson@bevcomm.net). She will email you a Zoom 
link. 
June 28  Where the Crawdads Sing, 124 weeks on the 
New York Times best seller list as this is written. Any 
volunteers for discussion leader? 
 
July 26 The Four Winds, 2:00 discussion to be led by 
Kay Bogan. (Note change from previously announced 
selection.) 
August 23 Liturgy of the Ordinary, discussion to be 
led by a member of the church council. 
September 27 Love Thy Neighbor, discussion to be 
led by Marlene Hanson. 
October 25 Why the Sky is Blue.  
November 22 Book of Lost Friends.   
Volunteer discussion leader needed for October and 
November 



                    
The following names are from the active membership 
list in the church database.  If there are  
additions or corrections, please contact the church at 
526-3463.   
 
June 1 – Gavin Mutschler 
 2 – Chad Cory, Jonas Ekse, Brett Wirth 
 3 – MacKenzie Carey, Riley Holmseth, Anne Skaare 
 4 – Zander Hledik, Peggy Sabin 
 6 – Tabatha Beadle, Quinn Huisman, Dan Olsen 
 7 – Maija Brown 
 8 – Lisa Erdahl, Ben Johnson, Cindy Shure 
10 – Karelyn Lacher 
11 – Howie Lange, Eileen Mensing, Traven Zierke 
12 – Shanna Gudahl, Lori Maher, Molly Omland-  

Saxton 
13 – Terri Hanson, Laura Kokos, JoAn Lesch 
14 - Samantha Hougen 
16 – Troy Douglas  
17 – Sidney Eitzmann 
18 – Kyle Hagedorn, John Lindsey, Jr. 
19 – Harley Skogen 
20 – Nick Beattie 
21 – Joshua Lopez, Jack Norman, Willa Stindtman 
22 – Kirk Odden, Penny Stevermer, Duane Williams    
23 – Shawn Gudahl 
24 – Ethan Evans 
26 – Isabella Frank, Cassidy Grant 
29 – Nolan Eitzmann 
30 – Peter Crofton, Maddie Blair 
 
            
 

Community Garden 
 
God's Work Our Hands committee has 
reserved 3 raised garden beds for this 
year's growing season. They are located 
at the western edge of the fairgrounds. 

Produce that is raised will be donated to a variety of 
organizations and individuals.  There was a bountiful 
harvest last year and produce recipients were very 
appreciative!   
If you are planting a garden this year, would you 
consider planting a little extra to be donated to others 
who enjoy fresh garden vegetables but are unable to 
grow their own.  
              

 Reel Hope Project Bike Ride. 
                               The Reel Hope Project 

Creating videos of Minnesota kids who 
are waiting to be adopted. 
 
The Reel Hope Project was selected as 

the beneficiary for the Fathers for the 
Fatherless Bike-a-thon in Minneapolis August 28th. 
The challenge is to cycle 100 miles. Their mission is 
“to ignite a father’s calling by connecting him 
physically and spiritually with the cause of the 
fatherless and the heart of the Father.’  
 
If you are interested in participating in this Bike-a-
thon, contact the church office for registration 
information.  
 
 

Office Hours are  
Monday – Friday   8:30 – 5:00      
Emails and voice messages will be 
responded to within 24 hours. 

 
The front door is now unlocked, but please let the 
office know when you are in the building (for security 
and safety reasons!) 
 
Church Office e-mail   trinity@bevcomm.net 
       507-526-3463 
Website:  betrinity.com 
Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth 
Instagram:  Trinity_BE_Youth 
Milestones:  Tlcmilestones@gmail.com 

 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne     507-339-1178 
           prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
 
Intern Pastor Sarah Krolak   507-951-0831 
          skrolaktlc@gmail.com 
 
Rachel Kienitz - Ministry Support Staff 
          Tlcministry235@gmail.com 
 
Sheila Hanke – Education Coordinator 
           ecfeTLC@gmail.com  507-399-1924 
 
Donna Perryman – Office Administrator 
            trinity@bevcomm.net 

 
If you would like to receive your Trumpet newsletter 
electronically, just send Donna an email at 

trinity@bevcomm.net 
 



   

 

  
 
 
 

                                      

     Cooking with Jesus”   June 14-18th      10:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.    In the Gathering Place 
An In-Person Devotional Cooking Class, will be held June 14-18, 2021, 10:30 – 1:00 pm.  Open to any and all 
students, Grades K-12th, regardless of church affiliation.   
 
Students will be making their own lunch and participating in a bible study that ties in to what is being cooked 
that day.  For example, if Monday’s theme is Fruit of the Spirit then Lunch would be Make your own Pizza and  
Fruit Pizza.  In addition to all of this, students will become familiar with a kitchen and cooking processes and 
terminology.  Students may be using the microwave, gas stove, and convection oven in Trinity’s kitchen.  
Students will be receiving an apron, cutting board and age appropriate cutting utensil. 
 
Students will hand wash frequently, and mask during food preparation.  Meals will be served outside, weather 
permitting.  In the event of inclement weather, meals will be served in The Gathering Place, physically spaced. 
 
To register for this class, check out the information on Trinity’s Facebook page.  If there are questions, please 
contact Rachel Kienitz: 507.525.2198 or tlcministry235@gmail.com 
 
          

  Family Sunday School - June 6 at 10:30 at the Trinity Stand at the Fairgrounds.   
   Theme:  God the Sower.   

Summer Sunday School is an opportunity to meet Education Coordinator Sheila Hanke at the Trinity Stand.  
The lesson includes planting in the community garden boxes at the western edge of the fairgrounds.   
               Another Adult Helper is needed.   
Summer Sunday School is scheduled for June 6, July 18 and August 15 at the Fairgrounds.  Contact Sheila at 
507-399-1924 or ecfeTLC@gmail.com if you can help. 
 

  
Pick up your form from the Blue Cooler at the church main entrance. 

Volunteers are needed to assist the staff from Ingham Okoboji during Day Camp to be held  
July 12-15, 9:00 to 2:00 in Trinity’s Gathering Space.  Call Sheila at 507.399.1924 to sign up. 
 
Supplies needed for Day Camp:  newspapers, bottle caps, shoe box-size boxes, old magazines.   
Drop any of these items off in the front entry – marked ‘Day Camp’. 
 
 
                 

Sheila Hanke, Education Coordinator for Birth – 5th Grade 
ecfeTLC@gmail.com or 507-399-1924 

Day Camp July 12-15 from 9:00 – 2:00 pm.  Registration is Open!  
 
Theme:  Brand New 


