
 

 
 
 

  
Gathering Around the Word   
 
Although physically apart you are 
invited to gather with other members 
of Trinity around these readings 

through June, wherever you may be. 
Online services can be found at www.betrinity.com 
and on our Facebook page. 
 
May 31st   Day of Pentecost 
Filled with the Spirit: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b and  
Acts 2:1-21 
 
June 7th   Holy Trinity Sunday 
Living in the Community of the Trinity: Psalm 8 and 
Matthew 28:16-20 
 
June 14th   2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
The Sending of the Twelve: Psalm 100 and  
Matthew 9:35-10:8-23 
 
June 21st   3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
The Cost of Discipleship: Psalm 69:7-18 and 
Matthew 10:24-39 
 
June 28th   4th Sunday after Pentecost 
Welcome Christ in Those Christ Sends: 
Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 and Matthew 10:40-42 
 

                  
 
Dear Trinity, 
We live in a world of many unknowns.  As rural 
Minnesota approaches its first wave of Covid-19 
cases we grapple with many things.  We know of 
small businesses, friends, and family who need to 
make a living and pay bills.  We know of dear loved 
ones who have underlying conditions for whom a 
case of Covid-19 in their home could be devastating  
not only to their health but to their families well-
being. I don’t know about you, but there are days  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
where I feel pulled and stretched to the point of 
lament about the circumstances of our world.   
We have not seen the full impacts of Covid-19 on our 
community and the worst is not over.  I do not know 
what this will all look like.  But I do know this, 
Trinity can be church in a variety of ways and I am 
committed that our steps moving forward be 
grounded in our values nurtured by Word and 
Sacrament to welcome, empower, and serve our 
community in this time. 
 
I never dreamed that my routine as a pastor would 
now include updates by the Minnesota Department of 
Health (MDH), reading articles and listening to 
podcasts of epidemiologists, and looking at 
documents on how to develop safe protocols for      
in-person activities.  I am having to revisit my own 
theologies of what it is to be a steward of creation 
grappling with the care of bodies, created by God, 
and the importance of in-person worship and the 
sacraments in the midst of a real risk to a 
community’s safety.   
In an online meeting with Bishop Hassanally of the 
SE MN Synod, she stated that these discernments and 
choices will look different for every church.  She also 
asked us to keep in mind Jesus’ central command to 
love God and neighbor and to recognize if something 
is not good for one part of the body of Christ it may 
not be good for the whole.  What does that mean for 
us? I am not sure.  We will proceed with thoughtful 
discussion knowing that God has led this church 
through 125 years of ministry and continues to do so. 
 
In March, Trinity developed a Covid-19 Task Force 
and Trinity will be following the recommendations of 
the governor, MDH, and the SE MN Synod to discern 
how we can continue to be church in the months 
ahead.  The task force will be in conversation with 
our council in leading us forward.  We know our faith 
community will be different.  Worship will be 
different. Pastoral care will be different.  Yet, God is 
with us. 
Trinity’s COVID-19 Task Force members are listed 
on the next page. 
          United in Christ, Pastor Jeanette 
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Trinity’s Covid-19 Task Force currently includes: 
Council Leaders: 
Kevin Benson, Council President 
Gary Holmseth, Vice President 
Marc Meier, Past President 
Lisa Kittleson, Council Secretary 
 
Staff: 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne 
Rachel Kienitz, Ministry Support 
Donna Perryman, Office Administrator 
 
Conversation Partners: 
Raina Juba, Infection Prevention UHD 
Ann Crofton, BEA School Nurse 
Sue Olson, Chair for God's Work, Our Hands 
 
I encourage you to do what you can for others in 
ways that care for the faith of one another and the 
bodies God created.  Please share with your church 
leaders your concerns, insights, and good ideas to 
care for one another in this time. 
 
United in Christ, Pastor Jeanette 
 
 
   News from Your  

Council President 
 
 
It’s difficult to believe we are nearly halfway through 
an eventful 2020. Unknown circumstances will 
continue to alter Trinity’s plans in coming weeks and 
will allow us all to embrace that unsettling word 
among Lutherans: CHANGE. At the time of this 
writing, there appears to be a light at the end of the 
tunnel in dealing with COVID-19; we just don’t 
know how long the tunnel is.  
 
As we approach the middle of the year, I’d encourage 
you to pray for Trinity’s staff and their families who 
now minister to us online, via text, phone, Zoom and 
other ways, rather than in person. The church council 
is facing some challenges that haven’t been 
encountered before.   
We encourage your participation by looking for your 
worship experience on Trinity’s website and to reach 
out if there are questions or concerns.   
Thank you again for your prayers and your continued 
financial support of Trinity’s mission to welcome, 
empower and serve others.   
 
Kevin Benson, Council President   

       Do you wish you had a hymnal at home? 
 
Augsburg Fortress makes a 
pocket edition of Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship (ELW) – 
the main hymnal at Trinity  
(the red one).  
 

Augsburg states “this edition features the 
complete content of the Pew Edition in a 
convenient, reduced size, expertly crafted on 
durable paper with a leather cover, silver 
edging, and ribbon markers.”  
The cost of this pocket edition is $40.  
The cost of the standard size ELW hymnal is $24.50. 
If you are interested in purchasing either of these 
hymnals for your household, please contact the 
church office by July 1st.  A group order will be 
placed. 

 
Update in the Open Staff Position: 
 
The Task Force for the open staff 
position is asking for your input by 
completing a survey.  

Please use this link for your thoughts: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd5k6kUPp_7Vl77
KnNGJuqj_Fa9PoozCy3Qg9MsSaGtIR1Sgw/viewform?usp=sf
_link 

If you wish to fill out a paper copy of the survey, one 
is included in this newsletter.  The paper copy can be 
mailed to the Trinity Lutheran Church office.  If you 
write ‘survey’ on your envelope, it will be given to 
the Task Force (un-opened). 
 

Minnesota State Fair has been 
cancelled due to COVID-19. 
 
Decision about Blue Earth Giant 
Days will be made early in June. 
 

As of this writing, no confirmation about the status of 
the Faribault County Fair 
 

The Trinity Lutheran Church Women 
(TLCW) meeting scheduled for 
June 4 has been cancelled.  There 
will be no TLCW meeting until we 

are back in the building as a church family.   
The June Historical meeting will be rescheduled. 
 



 
Trinity Visiting Committee helps 
maintain contact 
About 25 of Trinity’s members are in 
care settings.  At the current time 

they are not permitted visitors, so we are sending out 
cards at least once a month.  
 
If you enjoy making greeting cards and would like to 
contribute to this monthly ministry, please contact 
Terri Hanson (701-527-0611).  She will coordinate 
with you and the Visiting Committee to get cards in 
the mail to these residents and others who are 
confined to their homes. 

 
                       
Recap of Council Meeting 
 

Trinity’s Council met via ZOOM on May 12.  God 
Showing Up stories were shared.  Discussion was 
held on Chapters 2 & 3 of We Will Feast by Kendall 
Vanderslice. 
Financial report was given. We are using funds from 
the Paycheck Protection Program for staff 
compensation.  Deposits are being made and bills 
paid in a timely manner. 
Trinity’s COVID-19 Task Force met and determined 
that Trinity will continue to follow guidelines from 
the State of Minnesota and from the SE MN Synod. 
Online services will continue.  Rachel has prepared 
12 online worship services since March.  The number 
of views varies week to week.   
The Youth and Family Ministry Position Task Force 
is interviewing the staff and preparing a survey for 
congregation input. 
Pastor Jeanette was given approval to attend an 
online continuing education event: Festival of 
Homiletics. 
Tech Committee is researching security options for 
Trinity entrances. 
 
Complete copy of minutes is available by emailing 
your request to trinity@bevcomm.net (or call the 
church office 526-3463 to have a copy mailed) 

 
God’s Work Our Hands (GWOH) 
Committee has two community garden 
plots on 14th Street, Blue Earth.  

Plot #3 has 10 potato plants. Plot #6 has carrots and 
beets.   Thank you to those who are weeding these 
plots! Our goal is to share the produce through 
Interfaith Caregivers, the local food shelf, and anyone 
else in need.   

  
Prayers are on-going for those 
who were previously listed in our 
bulletin: 
 
Donna Anderson, Mona 
Anseeuw, Carl Badje, Kevin 

Benson, Kathy Benz, Cheri Brooks, Vi Evans, Eddie 
Ekstrand, Ruthy Johnson, Deb LaMont, Dottie 
Lawson, Virginia Mehrhof, Shirley Mueller, Jane 
Olson, Marilyn Olson, Rodney Peterson, Connie 
Shure, Harley Skogen, Jenny Passer, Janice Sohn, 
Harley Willmert, Sister Verna Meckes (Dale Meckes’ 
mother), Don Yokiel (Jean Dikken’s dad), Vicki 
Ryberg (John Hansen’s friend), Pamela Anderson 
(Angela Murphy’s Mom/Gracelyn, Camden and 
Everly’s Grandmother), Judith Aakre (Harley 
Skogen’s daughter); Laura Poresky (Greg 
Keebaugh’s niece), Brian Keebaugh, wife Kathy and 
son Zach (Greg’s Keebaugh’s brother/family) 
 
Christian Condolences to family and friends of 
Darlene Redman (Bill’s Mom) who died April 27. 
 
Christian Condolences to Pastor Dan Foster, husband 
of Pastor Jeanette, at the loss of his aunt, Della 
Sanders who lived in Pathstone in Mankato, MN who 
died May 21st.  Dan's grandparents and parents are 
with the saints so Della was a significant person to 
him being his father's only sister and a connection to 
the generations that have gone before. 
 
Christian Condolences to the Keebaugh family at the 
death of Kay Thompson, Becky’s sister-in-law. 
Dennis Thompson & family live in San Antonio. 
 
 

 
Faribault County Area Food 
Shelf in Blue Earth 
 

Thank you to those who continue to remember our 
food shelf during this time. Non-perishable food 
items can be placed in the drop-off box by Door A in 
the Ag Center in Blue Earth. Food shelf hours are 
5:30-7:00 p.m. every Tuesday at the Ag Center on 
Highway 169.   
Our local food shelf can now assist via drive-up with 
minimal contact for those who have food needs in 
Faribault County. If you have questions, please feel 
free to call Marlene Hanson (507) 526-5406. 
 
 



 
The following names are from the active 
membership list in the church database.  
If there are additions or corrections, 
please contact the church at 526-3463 or 
trinity@bevcomm.net.  

  

June 1 – Gavin Mutschler 
 2 – Chad Cory, Jonas Ekse, Brett Wirth 
 3 – Riley Holmseth, Anne Skaare                  
 4 – Zander Hledik, Peggy Sabin 
 6 – Tabatha Beadle, Quinn Huisman, Dan Olsen 
 7 – Hazel Enger 
 8 – Lisa Erdahl, Ben Johnson, Cindy Shure 
10 – Karelyn Lacher 
11 – Howie Lange, Eileen Mensing, Traven Zierke 
12 – Shanna Gudahl, Lori Maher, Molly Omland 
13 – Terri Hanson, Laura Kokos, Joan Lesch 
14 -  Samantha Hougen 
15 – Carl Badje, Grant Strukel 
16 – Troy Douglas 
17 – Sidney Eitzmann 
18 – Kyle Hagedorn, Evie Hanevik, John Lindsey Jr,   
        Sue Schavey             
19 – Harley Skogen 
20 – Nick Beattie 
21 – Joshua Lopez, Jack Norman, Willa Stindtman 
22 – Kirk Odden, Penny Stevermer, Duane Williams    
23 – Shawn Gudahl 
24 – Ethan Evans, Shirley Mueller 
26 – Isabella Frank, Cassidy Grant 
29 – Nolan Eitzmann 
30 – Maddie Dulac 
 
 
Cedar Inn Cards Available  
Back by popular demand are 
the ever helpful Cedar Inn 
punch cards.  These wonderful 
cards are only $10 each and provide you with $10 of 
excellent food from Marc Meier’s famous Cedar Inn.   
When you purchase and use these cards you also help 
Trinity youth attend Bible camps. For each card sold 
Cedar Inn donates $2.50 to our camp fund.  
These make great social distancing gifts! Drop one in 
a greeting card to a friend or family member. 
To buy Cedar Inn Punch cards, contact the church 
office (526-3463) and arrangements will be made for 
you to receive these cards.  
            Can you smell the burgers and fries?  
           And those tasty milkshakes are calling! 

 
 
Domestic Violence 
Prevention 
 
 
 

In the midst of COVID-19, sometimes home is not 
the safest place to be.  Incidents of domestic violence 
are up.  Many shelters are full.  Using hotel rooms as 
a safety net for victims is costly. 
Southern Minnesota Women of Worth has assisted 
women through professional advocates in 
Worthington, Marshall, Fairmont, Mankato and Blue 
Earth areas -- not limited to just one town or county. 
Trinity’s Council has supported domestic violence 
prevention as one of our Mission Goals. 
If you would like to make a financial contribution to 
assist these victims and their children, donations can 
be made directly to Southern MN Women of Worth 
                          PO Box 471, Blue Earth MN 56013 
 
 
 

Office Hours are Monday – Thursday 
                8:30 - Noon 
Emails and voice messages will be 
responded to within 24 hours 
 

Church Office e-mail   trinity@bevcomm.net 
507-526-3463 

Website:  betrinity.com 
Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth 

 
Pastor Jeanette J Bidne 

Prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
507-339-1178 

 
Rachel Kienitz, Ministry Support 

Tlcministry235@gmail.com 
507-525-2198 

 
Donna Perryman, Office Admin 

trinity@bevcomm.net   
507-526-3463 

 
If you would like to receive your 

Trumpet newsletter electronically, 
 send your request to Donna at 

trinity@bevcomm.net 
        



           
          June and a Half ‘bulletin’ / newsletter 
 
Trinity continues to follow guidance from the ‘Stay 
Safe Minnesota Order’.  This looks to be a marathon 
instead of a sprint. 
In order to keep us all connected in a timely manner, 
a ‘Half’ month bulletin will be published and mailed 
in mid-June, mid-July and mid-August.  It will come 
to your mail box in a regular business-size envelope.    
The ‘June and a Half’ bulletin will be formatted on 
8-1/2x11” paper (not legal size) and is intentionally 
fewer pages and ‘lighter’ content.  
Mid-month newsletters will be emailed to those who 
are already on the email distribution list.   
This is a learning process for all of us – together.  
I appreciate constructive feedback    
Donna Perryman, Office Administrator     
 
 

                    
              

Children/Youth and Family -- June 
 
         
Included in this newsletter is a survey from the 
Youth Position Task Force.  They are asking for your 
input which will help in forming a job description for 
the next ‘youth’ staff person/people.  Please take a 
few minutes to respond to the survey and return it to 
tbetaskforce@gmail.com. 
 
In the meantime, the Education Committee will be 
offering various ways for our children/youth to be 
involved in faith formation at Trinity. 
Check out the information about Cooking With 
Jesus. 
One or two times a month, the students in Nursery – 
6th grade will receive their own mailing with faith  
related activity suggestions.  Watch your mailbox for 
an ivory-colored envelope addressed to our students! 
 

ELCA Facebook:   Sparkhouse Family Sunday 
School -- New program each week, any time of day. 
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-
sunday-school/ 
This is a kid friendly family Sunday School with 
Bible stories, songs, Bible verses and activities you 
can do at home. 
 

 
Day Camp for 2020 has been 
cancelled.  The Education 
Committee has asked that our 
deposit be held for Ingham 

Okoboji Staff to lead Day Camp in July 2021! 
 
 
 

                 
 
Rachel Kienitz will be leading ZOOM classes in 
June for the youth of our congregation. 
It is an opportunity to have a hands-on class in the 
kitchen at your house.  Each class will have a 
scripture theme. 
 
There are age-appropriate tasks and a separate 
meeting time for Grades K-2, Grades 3-5 and  
Grades 6-12. 
For those who pre-register, the cooking box --  
complete with recipe and ingredients – will be 
available to be picked up at Trinity Lutheran Church. 
 
The registration form is included in this Trumpet 
newsletter.  Students will be emailed the registration 
form using email information from the church 
database. 

 
If you have questions about the Cooking 
with Jesus classes or the registration form, 
please contact Rachel Kienitz at 
Tlcministry235@gmail.com or  

                 call her at 507-525-2198. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 


