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                 JULY AND A HALF 
Welcome to another mid-month newsletter from 
Trinity Lutheran Church.  This shorter version of 

the Trinity Trumpet is to keep you up to date with decisions made due 
to the coronavirus and news in the Body of Christ. 
 
 
Greeting Trinity Lutheran Church, 
 
March may have been the first time I had actively told a member not to 
come to worship in our building. The phone conversation felt strange.  
Looking back, I do not think I would have changed what I said.  Since 
then, I have had similar conversations with my parents, weighing risk.  
Although we have sat spaced out on their lawn over the last few 
months I have not sat at their kitchen table since February.  When we 
Zoom video call, I see the familiar pictures on the walls and the spaces 
I know so well and do not know when I will be in that space with them 
again.   
 
Covid-19 is hard.  Interacting with those we love and spaces that bring 
us comfort have been disrupted unlike any other time in our lives.  We 
find ourselves not in a snow storm of disruption but more like a long 
winter.  I’m sure you and your family have had to make decisions in 
these last months about whether or not to go to a family gathering, a 
visitation, or run an errand.  If you go, is a mask required, requested or 
needed?  Did someone pack hand sanitizer?  The blanket of heaviness 
that this pandemic places on so many is heavy and exhausting.  We 
want our healthcare system to be okay, the places of business to 
survive, and those in our community to weather all this physically and 
emotionally.  The losses are so much more than just a chart on the 
Minnesota Department of Heath website. I was shocked to hear that 
Covid-19 has taken more American lives than every American war 
since Korea combined and the number continues to grow.  I know the 

huge impact those experiences have had on families.  Covid-19 will 
change us as well.   
 
Many have asked when we will return to our building to gather for 
worship.  We are working to outline the protocols and procedures to 
do this in the future but even if all guidelines are followed it does not 
make it safe for everyone.  Rules to mitigate risk make it safer but do 
not eliminate risk or the spread of Covid-19.  If my parents or my 
sister asked if they should go to a worship service indoors at this time 
with protocols followed, I would tell them to stay home.  This virus is 
so new and we are still understanding how it spreads and the long-term 
effects.  
 
You may notice we are trying an assortment of different worship 
opportunities so that those who wish to worship can discern what fits 
them.  Online at home is safest.  The hope is that our drive-in worship 
is fairly low-risk, also any opportunity out of the fair stand would 
mitigate risk with protocols followed.  But we know that each time we 
gather as a group we create an opportunity to add more weight to 
pandemic, to extend it longer, to impact our community.  To create an 
illusion of normality is not care of neighbor, we have lost so much 
already.  Trinity’s Covid-19 Task Force and Council continue to 
exercise caution and be creative.  The Holy Spirit in us as Church is 
more agile than we realize.  I thank you for your patience and your 
contribution to caring for our entire community by discerning what 
risks are needed and which do not have to be taken.   
Peace, Pastor Jeanette 
 
God showing up?  Has God shown up in your summer?  Please share a 
sentence or two of where you have seen God in these past months and 
we will share them in our August Newsletter. These can be mailed, 
called-in or emailed to the church office.  
 
Do you have a Milestone event that you would like to share in the 
announcements of an on-line worship or in an up-coming newsletter?  
If so, send an email to:  TLCmilestones@gmail.com. 
Remember that the on-line video is also shown on Bevcomm’s 
Channel 7 and posted on Trinity’s Facebook page. 
 



Screens/Projectors Loan is PAID OFF! 
The final payment for this project was made on 
June 30th.  The original loan maturity date was 
July 10, 2022.  In light of the events since March, 
having the opportunity to produce on-line videos has 
been a blessing for the on-going ministry – being 

church – with our Trinity family.  Thank you for making this possible! 
 

Trinity Worship on Bevcomm Channel 7 
Wednesdays at 11:00 and 4:00 p.m. 
 
Trinity has the opportunity to share our on-line 

worship video on Bevcomm’s Channel 7 on 
Wednesdays.  We also know there have been some technical issues.  
Please be patient as staff learns all the layers of this new process! 
 
Weekly Worship Services will continue to be on our Facebook page 
(Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth) and on our website: 
Betrinity.com.  

 
Students from the Blue Earth Area High School are 
coordinating with Trinity to host an American Red 
Cross blood drive on Friday, July 24 from Noon – 

5:00 p.m.  Appropriate precautions will be in place for staff, volunteers 
and donors.  To make an appointment to donate, call 
1-800-733-2767, or on-line at RedCrossBlood.org and enter: BEAHS 
to schedule an appointment 
 
HIGHLIGHTS of Ministry Events 
 
*Greeting cards for home-bound members:  If you have completed 
cards ready to be mailed, they can be dropped off at the home of Terri 
Hanson (521 South Galbraith).  Give her a call to make sure she can 
meet you at her door:  701-527-0611 
 
* Update from Open Youth Position Task Force:  The Task Force has 
a goal of bringing a staffing proposal to the August meeting of the 
church Council so that candidates may be invited to apply starting in 
August.  

*Habitat 500 Bike Ride Fundraiser:  as of July 14th, Dave Kittleson 
had completed 250 miles in Faribault County towards his goal of 
riding 500 miles.  Donations in support of Habitat for Humanity of 
Martin and Faribault Counties can be mailed to: 
Habitat 500           427 North Holland         Blue Earth MN 56013 
 
*There is still a supply of Cedar Inn Punch Cards in support of 
summer Bible camping experiences for youth in 2021.  Call the church 
office (526-3463) to make arrangements to receive the Punch Cards. 
 
*Thank you for continued financial support of ministries at Trinity 
Lutheran Church.   The carpet in the sanctuary and hallways has been 
shampooed.  Property Committee has two more building-related 
projects in the works:  replacing all of the fluorescent bulbs in the 
Gathering Space with LED lighting and to replace the leaking roof 
above the Chapel.  More details later! 
 

Pastor Jeanette’s Outside Office Hours –  
Mondays 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
 
Weather and schedule permitting, Pastor Jeanette 
will have outside office hours during the month of 
July, near the Chapel entrance.  Stop by or feel free 

to set up a time to meet. 
 

 
ZOOM ‘Coffee’ on July 26 at 10:30 a.m.   
 

The link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85339419432?pwd=b0RJNHd6M0ptNStUa
zhSc2dLcDFKZz09 
You can also call on the phone to hear your friends! 
Dial 312 626 6799 US (Chicago), then Meeting ID: 853 3941 9432 # 
Password is 170621 
 
If you are new to ‘ZOOM’ meetings, you can sign in at 10:15 and      
Pr Jeanette will give you some helpful tips.  She can be reached at 
507-339-1178 
 



During this time of waiting until we can be together 
again, are there things for which you are thankful? 
Our first thoughts may be ones of concern or worry. 
We may have to think harder to find those things for 

which we are thankful.  
To help us in giving thanks to God in the midst of this pandemic, you 
could keep a thanksgiving journal or put a daily slip of paper in a 
container listing something you are thankful for.  When we are able to 
have our WELCA Thank Offering gathering, please bring one idea 
from your journal or container to read at our meeting.  
Thank you. Marlene Hanson 
 

LWR School Kits 
For the past 7 years we have collected items for Lutheran World Relief 
School Kits. We plan to do this again this year.  
These are the items each school kit contains: 

 4 70-80 page notebooks (narrow or wide ruled) (no loose-leaf 
paper) 

 5 unsharpened #2 pencils 
 1 pencil sharpener 
 1 ruler (30 centimeter measure and can include inch measure 

on other side) 
 1 box 16 or 24 crayons (often the 24 count is cheaper) 
 1 2 and1/2 inch eraser 
 1 pair blunt scissors 

The pens are being donated this year. A gift of money is appreciated.  
There are ladies who will shop locally to purchase supplies for these 
kits.  Jan and Marlene will be in front of the church to collect these 
items on Friday, August 14, from 4 – 6 pm.  
 
 

Sunday, September 13 
Tentative plans are being made in an 

effort to celebrate Service Sunday on 
September 13th.  If you know of a project 

that could be done safely, please contact Sue Olson 
(dsolson@bevcomm.net) or the church office (trinity@bevcomm.net).  
Ideas are percolating, so watch for updates in the next month!  

Faribault County Relay for Life 2020 will be a ‘down-sized’ event due 
to the corona virus.  The 2020 T-shirts (aquatic blue) are 
available for order at Heartland Embroidery by Friday, 
July 24th.   Call Lissia at 526-2001.  The website is: 
www.heartlandembroidery.biz.   

Dale Meckes is still collecting aluminum cans and plastic beverage 
bottles as a fundraiser for Relay for Life.  If you have questions about 
what type of plastic bottle to recycle or when/where to drop off these 
items, call him at 526-3007 and leave a message. 
 

Faribault County Food Shelf request 
 
Because of the Covid virus, Channel 1 is bringing 

more fresh produce.  Our local food shelf is in need of these canned or 
boxed items:  canned carrots, Mandarin oranges, stewed tomatoes, 
cream style corn, French green beans, jars of applesauce, 16 oz jars of 
peanut butter or boxes of saltine crackers. 
Items can be left inside the doors at the Ag Center (entry close to the 
daycare center) 
  
 
 
An announcement in a church bulletin for a National Prayer & Fasting 
Conference: “The cost for attending the Fasting & Prayer conference 
includes meals.” 
 

Glory of God to all and peas to his people on earth. 
    
Karen’s beautiful solo: “It is Well with my Solo” 
 

Wheat  
Many of Jesus’ parables liken the kingdom of heaven 
to wheat growing abundantly in a field, as opposed 
to weeds planted by the evil one. When God “sows” 
the gospel broadly, some soil produces great crops 
of wheat (believers, people who become part of 

God’s family); elsewhere, wheat (belief) 
flourishes briefly or not at all. Wheat also 

symbolizes the bread of Holy Communion and 
Christ, the bread of life.  

GRIN OR GROAN    



 


