
    
   

Annual Congregational Meeting Sunday 
January 22 at 10:15 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary or via Zoom 

 
This is your opportunity to gather together to review 

reports from 2022, to elect 
Council members for 2023, and 
to approve a budget for 2023.     
 

On December 8, 2020, the Council passed a 
resolution which states:  “This congregation may hold 
meetings by remote communication, including 
electronically and by telephone conference, as long as 
there is an opportunity for simultaneous aural 
communication. To the extent permitted by state law, 
notice of all meetings may be provided electronically.” 
 

According to our Constitution, 10% of voting 
members shall constitute a quorum.  Voting members 
are confirmed members who, during the current or 
preceding calendar year, have communed in this 
congregation and shall have made a contribution of 
record to this congregation.  Coffee will be provided 
in the sanctuary that morning. 
 

 
 January 2023  
Worship Schedule 
 
 

Sunday worship services will continue to be held at 
9:00 a.m.  We are now capable of Live Streaming the 
Sunday worship.  The link to YouTube is emailed 
each week.  Please contact the church office if you 
want to be included in that email!  
(trinity@bevcomm.net).   
The link is also available on Trinity's website 
Betrinity.com. 
Recorded worship from Sunday is shown on 
Bevcomm’s Channel 7 on Wednesdays at 11:00 and 
4:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beginning on January 8th, Sunday School classes will 
be 10:15 - 11:15 a.m. 
 

Worship will be held on New 
Year's Day, January 1, 2023, at 
9:00 a.m.  No Sunday School on 
January 1st.  The worship will 
be scripture readings and hymns.  

 
Holy Communion will be led by Pastor Carol Mapa.     
Pastor Carol and her husband, Pastor John Mapa, 
have recently retired to the Blue Earth area. 
 
Communion at St Luke’s 

Holy Communion with residents of the 
St Luke’s complex is scheduled for the 
second Monday of each month. 
Below is the schedule for January 9th:           
1:30 – Care Center and Moonlight 

     2:00 – Southview Estates 
     3:00 – New Life Manor 
     3:30 – Friendship Court 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday Worship and Confirmation Schedule 
Wednesday evening schedule will continue into 
2023.  Twice a month a light meal will be served at 
5:30.  All are invited to the brief worship service 
from 6:00-6:20, with Confirmation time from 6:30-
7:30 -- all in the Gathering Space. 
  Jan 4 - 5:30 Pizza, 6:00 Worship, 6:30 Confirmation 
  Jan 11 - 6:00 Worship, 6:30 Confirmation 
  Jan 18 - 5:30 Sandwich, 6:00 Worship, 
                6:30 Confirmation class 
  Jan 25 - 6:00 Worship, 6:30 Confirmation 
 

 
Several youth events are scheduled 
for January.  See page 6 
for details! 
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Mission Statement:  As God’s people, we are nurtured by word and 
sacrament to welcome, empower and serve others. 
 



I have to smile when I see 
magazines in January.    
   A significant number of 
magazine articles give a nod 

to New Year’s resolutions.  Most go one of two 
ways, either by encouraging resolutions (e.g. “You 
too can have a healthy new year”) or acknowledging 
New Year’s resolutions will only last a few weeks 
into the new year.  Covers proclaiming ways to get 
healthy, organized, or more financially savvy in the 
New Year abound AND… they come around every 
year.  This is not new news!  I have a feeling, some 
might be around even in January 2024… Their 
existence acknowledges we are truly persons of habit 
as well as people who have rhythms to a year and our 
lives.   
 
   January, for many congregations, is annual meeting 
time.  Of course, there are reports to be written, 
books to be audited, and reminders to send (to ensure 
we have a quorum of course).  But in the midst of 
those nuts and bolts, is the presence of God in this 
community.  Sometimes, I think we sell ourselves 
short by possibly thinking a year can be recapped on 
8 ½ x 11 sheets of paper but I trust you know better.  
You know the ways Trinity has impacted you and 
those you love.  You know the organizations we 
support with our missions and with our time.  You 
know the ways music, young voices, caring notes and 
attention to detail can help make thin places where 
we are reminded that our God is Immanuel, God with 
Us.    
 
   Perhaps, those cycles of the year (we have them in 
the Church as well) are important because we need 
the cycle of reminding and remembering.  Sometimes 
we are the ones who need to hear the Christmas story 
again, hear about Jesus’ healing presence again, hear 
about God’s never ending love for us again, hear 
about how God gives life to you, again and again.    
So perhaps we, as the Church, have our own version 
of repeating articles and announcements because the 
brokenness of the world might just make us forget.  
At some point, we will need to remember who God is 
and we will need reminding.  At times, we will be the 
ones to hear and then with God’s Holy Spirit, fed by 
the ministry of this congregation, and other ways 
God shows us, we will be the ones to do the 
repeating.      
Blessings in 2023 as we celebrate the light of Christ 
in our world!       United in Christ, Pastor Jeanette 

Recap of December Council 
Meeting  
 
Trinity’s Council met on 

December 13, 2022, at the home of Peggy Olson.  
Covenant of Conduct was recited.  Devotions were 
led and ‘God Showing Up’ stories were shared. 
Discussion was held on an article that was co-
developed as part of a community learning journey.  
It was entitled: ‘Why we stopped trying to engage 
passive community members.’   
 
Financial Report was given.  We have submitted our 
pledge to the SE MN Synod through June.  Will 
continue payments as contributions are received.  
Will be disbursing funds from the TLCW (Trinity 
Lutheran Church Women). 
Live Stream Loan: have paid $3360 on Camera loan. 
Endowment Committee made their distribution from 
2021 interest.  $387.80 each was given for Global 
Missions, Lutheran Disaster Response, Pastor’s 
Discretionary Fund, Worship Committee (to support 
Wednesday evening meals) and the Youth General 
Fund. 
Began discussion on the proposed 2023 budget. 
Nominating Committee is contacting members for 
Slate of Officers for 2023. 
 
Staff reports:  Education Committee agreed that 
Sunday School class time will be 10:15 – 11:15, due 
to length of worship services. 
Revised Trinity Scholarship application form is being 
reviewed by Council. 
Will start a 5-year rotation of computers used by 
Staff, beginning with Donna’s office computer. 
Maria Frank and Rachel Kienitz are registered for the 
ELCA Extravaganza Jan 31-Feb 7 in Anaheim, 
California.  Workshops are in preparation for 
National Youth Gathering in July7, 2024. 
Pastor Jeanette encourages Council to attend Council 
as Leaders in Albert Lea on March 19th. 
 

 Complete copy of minutes is available on the display rack  
outside the office or can be emailed by request. 
 

Quilting Begins again! 

The Trinity Women will be quilting 
again on Thursday afternoons at 1:00 
beginning January 12th.   Meet in the 
Quilting Room (basement level across 
from the youth room).  All are welcome! 



 

From Council President 
Michele Stewart 
 

   Greetings to you as I take time to reflect on this 
year as I write my final letter for the Trumpet.  It has 
been a year of blessings and challenges. I am awed 
by how quickly this year has passed!  We, as a 
congregation of Trinity Lutheran, have been resilient 
and hearty in our support and dedication to our faith 
home and faith family.   We have come together and 
made it through the many challenges of Covid, 
purchased and implemented a live stream camera 
system, hired a full time education/youth coordinator. 
We have welcomed many babies into our 
congregation and have the joy of watching them 
grow and flourish in Christ’s care.  We have 
celebrated milestone birthdays, anniversaries and 
come together to celebrate the lives of those who 
have gone before us.   
 
   We have many goals ahead of us in the new year 
and will continue to have many tasks on our Council 
agenda to tackle.  We are making strides on paying 
the loan for our live stream project, as well as the line 
of credit which has not grown in many months’, 
thanks in part to the generous gifting by our 
members.  Our youth program is becoming stronger 
than ever and personally I have so enjoyed seeing the 
little ones and the older youth participating and 
leading during our services.  There are many projects 
we have the privilege to support both in our church 
and in our community, which bring so much joy as 
well as awareness of the diversity we have right in 
front of us.  
   
   I have been honored and humbled to be Council 
President in 2022.  As a council, we stand ready to 
continue to serve and will support our incoming 
President Jim Beattie.  I am very excited to see what 
2023 brings for each of us as God’s children and for 
our church family as a whole.  As always, I look 
forward to hearing from you and seeing you both 
inside our church walls and in our community.  I 
have so enjoyed getting to know many of you better 
while I have been in this position and really enjoy 
seeing my fellow Trinity family supporting the 
various aspects of our community, from school 
events, to shopping locally, working a project 
together on God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday or 
coming together to support those who could use an 

extra boost at this time.  May God Bless you and 
keep you, may his face shine on you and give you 
grace.  Thank you for giving me this opportunity to 
serve as President in 2022. 
Michele Stewart   

 

The Sunday School stewardship project 
for this school year is the Faribault 
County Humane Society.   

On Sunday, December 18th, the Noisy 
Offering collected during worship was designated for 
the Humane Society.  That total was $200!   
The coins the students brought in 2021 were also 
designated for this project.  A check for $445.05 was 
sent to the Humane Society in December! 
Students are encouraged to bring their coins to Music 
Time each Sunday.  After the last class time in May, 
those coins will be counted and also given for their 
new building project in Blue Earth. 
  

 Trinity Scholarship Fund 
A $1000 scholarship shall be 
awarded to a student who has been 
accepted into any post-secondary 

school and/or who is attending as a full-time student.  
Students who apply must be a member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Blue Earth.  Students not 
previously selected may reapply during succeeding 
years in college. 
   Application forms are available in the church 
office.  The application and references must be 
returned to the church office before February 1, 
2023, to be considered for this scholarship. 

 
Sunday, January 8 – Nachos and 
Football party in the Gathering Space. 
 
Vikings vs Bears 
Time TBD (either Noon or 3 pm.) 
 

Come and watch the Vikings/Bears Game,  
Eat Nachos, Play Bingo and Win Prizes!!!! 
White Elephant Football Board! 
Last Year's Bingo Winner was Caden Juba!  
Open to ALL Trinity Members (not just Youth) !!! 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!! Bring Friends!!! 

 



Birthdays of members in the 
church active data base are 
listed below.  If there is an 
addition or correction, please 

call the church office at 526-3463. 

   
January 3 – Justine Hougen, Amy Smith, Todd Smith 
 4 – Lovelyn Fitzgerald, Sharlette Goodrich,  
       Patty Hanson, Jayne Kalis, Paul Knudtson,  
       Erin Nowak, Michele Stewart 
 5 – Mattie Hanson 
 6 – Brad Huse, Bentlee Jones, Jan Sonich,  
       Lisa Wirth 
 7 – Perry Olson 
 8 – Marcus Eckles   
 9 – Todd Levenhagen, Jacob Olson (Dave & Deb) 
10 – Téa Armstrong, Miranda Long 
11 – Jase Juba 
12 – Nathan Eitzmann 
13 – Carol Ruser 
15 – Travis Armstrong, Dave Classon 
16 -  Mark Warmka 
17 – Josh Blair 
18 – Amelia Weerts 
19 – Vanessa Bromeland, Noah Johnson, Mark Loge,  
         Mark Sohn              
20 – Beth Cory, Jen Zierke 
21 – Isaac Evans 
23 – Stacie Hassing, Lauren Koenig,  
        Trenton Stindtman 
24 – Ryan Dutton 
25 – Ray Holland 
26 – Bob Bogan 
27 -  Harrison Hanson      
28 – Lorene Kampf 
29 – Rachel Anderson, Brandi Jacobsen 
30 – Jayden Levenhagen, Nancy Long, 
        Sharon Pausewang, Mark Wickersham 
31 - Vi Evans, John Kuhn, Jim Wagner 
 
 
Congregational Bible Study 

Bible Study will resume January 16 with 
chapter 5 of the David Lose book 
Making Sense of Scripture. This 
chapter, “How can I read the Bible with 
greater understanding?” will be a helpful 

chapter as we move into our next Bible study focused 
on the book of Matthew (dates to be determined).  In 
the meantime, we will wrap up our current study with 
chapters 6 and 7 on February 6 and 20.  

Bible study meets in the Gathering Place at 2:00.      
If you would like to participate by Zoom, call the 
church office for a link. You are welcome to join the 
discussion even if you have missed the earlier 
sessions. Contact Terri Hanson (701-527-0611) if 
you have questions.  
 
Trinity Book Club 

 It’s a new year, and our reading 
schedule is a blank slate!  
On January 23 we will meet to share 
book recommendations and create a 
schedule for 2023. It’s always fun to 
talk about books we’ve enjoyed!  

All are welcome, including friends who are not 
Trinity members.   
Book club meets the fourth Monday of each month, 
January through November, at 2:00 and 7:00 p.m.   
Contact Terri Hanson (701-527-0611) for details! 
 
Grief Support Group 
Interfaith Caregivers is sponsoring a Grief and Loss 
support group at the Interfaith office at 301 North 
Main Street (entrance on north side). The group will 
meet the first and third Thursdays of each month at 
10:00 a.m. As an ongoing support group, participants 
will attend as long as they wish and new participants 
may start at any session. Dr. Terri Hanson will 
facilitate the group. Feel free to contact her if you 
have questions (701-527-0611) or 
tjhanson@bevcomm.net) or call Merry or Sara at the 
Interfaith Office (507-526-4684). 
 

 
Reminder:  Trinity Lutheran 
Church Women (TLCW) will 
not be meeting in January, 
February or March. 
 

 
 

 
Daily Devotionals 

 
 

The Christ in Our Home (regular and large print) and 
Word in Season daily devotionals for January – 
March 2023 are available on the table inside the front 
entry.  These are compliments of the Worship 
Community.  Help Yourself. 
 



In previous years, Trinity 
had an emphasis of signing 
up to share your ‘gifts of 
time and talent’.  There are 
several committees who 
meet on a monthly basis that 

need 2 or 3 new members.   
Below is a list of these committees with a short 
description of their ‘responsibilities’.  If you are 
interested in ways you can serve Trinity, please 
contact the church office and you will be connected 
with the appropriate committee chair. 
 
Education Committee (Birth – 5th Grade) 
Plans the education programs for Pre-K through 5th 
grade for the whole year. Helps recruit teachers. 
Raise money for camperships for young members 
wishing to go to summer camp. 
 
WAM    Worship-Art-Music Committee 
Work with the Pastor and staff to plan worship 
experiences. Plans special services such as Maundy 
Thursday, Senior Recognition and services at the 
fairgrounds. Decorates church for holidays. 
 
Youth Committee (Grades 6 – 12 +) 
Give support and guidance to Youth Coordinator. 
Plan and coordinate events and trips for youth.  
Help with fund raising for youth conventions and 
other trips. 
 
Property Committee 
Focuses on physical maintenance/upkeep needs of 
the church building and grounds, plus the Fair Stand. 
 
God’s Work. Our Hands. Task Force 
Coordinate service activities throughout the year. 
Plan God’s Work Our Hands Sunday in September. 
Keep our church members informed of opportunities 
to serve others in our community, state, country, and 
world.  Plan intergenerational activities for Trinity. 
Meets on an ‘as needed’ basis. 
 
Technology Committee 
Coordinates upgrading computers, software and 
works with Live Stream of worship 
 
Stewardship Committee Task Force 
Responsible for planning and implementing the 
annual stewardship drive. Meets as needed for 
projects. 

Other volunteer opportunities include: 
Sunday School or Release Time Teachers 
Teach a class of students using the curriculum 
provided by the Education Committee. Prepare 
lessons and be there for your students each week.  
Lesson Readers:   Read the Psalm and prayers aloud 
during church services. 
Ushers:  We welcome men, women, and families to 
help as ushers for our services. Serve for one month 
once a year.  

       0-5th Grade 
Sunday School Time Change:      
Due to church getting out later 
than  10 am, the Education 
Committee has changed Sunday 
School time to 10:15 -11:15 am. 
 

Happy New Year to all of you!!  
I hope you all had a great Christmas and a Great start 
on the New Year! 
As we start 2023, I would like to remind you that we 
still have Sunday School and a Youth Led Sunday on 
January 29th.  All the kids will be singing that day.  
 
FYI:  from Jan 31- Feb 6, I will be in California with 
Rachel K. for ELCA Extravaganza. We will still 
have Sunday School and Release Time.  

Upcoming events 
Jan 1st – NO Sunday School 

Jan 8th – Fellowship Day/Fun day 
Jan 15th and 22nd – Sunday School 

Jan 29th – Youth Led Worship / kids sing 
Jan 31st – Feb 6th Maria at Extravaganza 

 
This year the Sunday school offering will be going 
towards the Faribault County Humane Society’s new 
building project. Coins (or paper bills) brought by 
your kid/s, will help out the Humane Society. Every 
bit counts!  I am so happy to share that the Dec 18th 
Noisy Offering was designated for the Humane 
Society.  We raised $200 for them! We also had 
Sunday School offering from 2021 which we have 
included that was $245!! A check is being sent out 
for $445 to the Humane Society from Trinity 
Lutheran Church Sunday School. We will continue to 
raise more for them till the end of Sunday School.  
 
Many Blessings,   Maria Frank 
Education Coordinator       507-525-6680 
betrinity.edu.coordinator@gmail.com  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Led Worship!!!  Sunday January 29th 
A Google Doc will be shared for you to sign up. 
Confirmation Students, make sure to sign up for your 
Acolyte/Tech slots! 
The Sign-up Genius was sent out. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a084cada62ca6f
d0-winterspring#/ 
 

Football, Nachos and Bingo!!!! 
Sunday, January 8th 
Vikings vs Bears 
Time TBD (either Noon or 3 pm.) 
 

Come and watch the Vikings/Bears Game,  
Eat Nachos, Play Bingo and Win Prizes!!!! 
White Elephant Football Board!! 
Last Year's Bingo Winner was Caden Juba!!  
Open to ALL Trinity Members (not just Youth)!!! 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!! Bring Friends!!! 
 
Trinity Confirmed Youth and Young Adults: 
Please come to the Annual Meeting, January 22nd 
and vote on the future of your Church, together. 
We will sit together and be a voice, together. 
Refreshments will be available. 10:15 - 11:15 am 
 
Skiing with Catholic Church Youth 
Sunday, January 22 from 12:15 pm - 9:00 pm 
Cost: Lift Ticket - $22.00,  
Ski/Snowboard Rental - $19.00,  
Snow Tubing (2 hour sessions) - $20 per session 
Helmet Rental - $4.00;  Lessons - $4.00 
For the Skiing:  there are scholarships for students 
who want to go skiing/snowboarding/tubing, and 
maybe not have the funds. Contact Rachel K. 
All forms need to be turned in by Wednesday,  
Jan. 18th.  Forms will be available from Rachel. 
Adult Drivers will be needed.  Friends are welcome! 
 
ELCA Extravaganza:  Rachel Kienitz and Maria 
Frank will be OUT OF THE OFFICE, OUT OF THE 
STATE, and OUT OF THE COLD January 31-Feb 6. 
They will be attending the ELCA Youth Ministry 
Extravaganza in Anaheim, CA.  They will be taking 
classes in Learning Tracks that include: How to 

Build a New Kind of Church Without Getting Fired, 
Making Your Church a Safe Place for Children and 
Youth, Your Story Is Enough: You Can't Fill From 
an Empty Cup, Reclaiming the "E" Word: A New 
Form of Outreach. 
And Intensive Care Courses that include:  
Imagination: The Curiosity Tour, 3 Big Questions,  
and Groups with Gravity. 
They will also be meeting other Children, Youth and 
Family leaders from around the world, and learning 
more about the 2024 Youth Gathering in New 
Orleans! 
Please pray over their trip and learnings! 
 

 
 
 
 

Trinity Church Office Hours are  
Monday – Friday   8:30 – 5:00      
Emails and voice messages will 
be responded to within 24 hours. 

 
General Church contact     507-526-3463   
Trinity@bevcomm.net 
website:  betrinity.com 
Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth 
Instagram:  Trinity_BE_Youth 
Milestones:  Tlcmilestones@gmailcom 
 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne  507-339-1178 
prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
 
Rachel Kienitz, Ministry Support 
Tlcministry235@gmail.com     507-525-2198 
 
Maria Frank, Education Coord. Birth - 5th Grd 
betrinity.edu.coordinator@gmail.com   
507-525-6680 
 
Donna Perryman, Office Administrator 
trinity@bevcomm.net    507-525-2168 
 
 
If you would like to receive your Trumpet newsletter 
electronically, send your request to Donna via email  
at trinity@bevcomm.net 


