
    
 

   

Annual Congregational Meeting Sunday 
January 23 at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary or via Zoom 

 
This is your opportunity to gather together to review 

reports from 2021, to elect 
Council members for 2022, and 
to approve a budget for 2022.     
 

On December 8, 2020, the Council passed a 
resolution which states:  “This congregation may hold 
meetings by remote communication, including 
electronically and by telephone conference, as long as 
there is an opportunity for simultaneous aural 
communication. To the extent permitted by state law, 
notice of all meetings may be provided electronically.” 
 

According to our Constitution, 10% of voting 
members shall constitute a quorum.  Voting members 
are confirmed members who, during the current or 
preceding calendar year, have communed in this 
congregation and shall have made a contribution of 
record to this congregation.  Coffee will be provided 
in the sanctuary that morning. 
 

 
 January 2022  
Worship Schedule 
 
 

Sunday worship services will continue to be held at 
9:30 a.m. each week.  Pastor Daphne Hamborg from 
Albert Lea will be leading Sunday worship services 
while Pastor Jeanette is on maternity leave. 
Sunday School classes are at 10:30 a.m. 
 

 
As of the printing of this newsletter 
(Wed, Dec 29th), Pr Jeanette and  
Pr Dan’s baby has not arrived into this 
world.  Will keep you posted via 
emails, Facebook and bulletins. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Trinity Members,  
 
Some of you are already acquainted 
with me, but I want to 
introduce myself more thoroughly.   
 

I am Pastor Daphne Hamborg, a retired ELCA 
pastor, and am serving as pulpit supply pastor while 
Pastor Jeanette is on maternity leave. This means I 
will be with you on Sunday mornings, leading 
worship and preaching. 
 
I was ordained in 1982, and served congregations in 
Nebraska and Minnesota. I also spent several years in 
hospital chaplaincy and served as a Hospice chaplain. 
I am a native of Albert Lea, where my mom, sister, 
and brother-in-law also live. I spent my last ten years 
serving at Bear Lake Concordia (Albert Lea) and St. 
Paul (Conger), and had a wonderful time! 
 
I am looking forward to being with you in the 
upcoming weeks--having preached here a couple 
times before, I think we'll have some fun! 
 
Yours in Christ,     Pastor Daphne  
 
While Pastor Jeanette is on maternity leave, Pastor 
Daphne will be attending (via Zoom) the weekly 
check-in with staff.  The office phone is unattended 
during that hour.  Please leave a voice message. 
 
 

Online worship services will 
continue to be pre-recorded for 
every Sunday and for Christmas 
Eve.  The link will be available on 

Trinity’s website (Betrinity.com) and on 
our Facebook page – Trinity Lutheran Church Blue 
Earth.  Pre-recorded worship is shown on 
Bevcomm’s Channel 7 on Wednesdays at 11:00 and 
4:00 
The Christmas Eve worship service will be shown on 
Bevcomm Channel 7 on Wednesday, January 5. 
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Mission Statement:  As God’s people, we are nurtured by word and 
sacrament to welcome, empower and serve others. 
 



 
 
From Council President 
Gary Holmseth 
 

As I sit and think about what to write for my final 
president’s Trumpet article, my mind goes directly to 
gratefulness. So many unexpected things have 
happened this year both good as well as challenging. 
Each day I write down three things for which I am 
grateful. Today, I want to share my gratitudes 
reflecting on this year as the president of Trinity.  
 
Gratitude #1 - I am so thankful and proud of how 
hard our staff has worked through this entire year! 
All of them have had to shift their roles to take on 
both normal duties as well as uncommon tasks. Time 
and again they place the members of our 
congregation first.  
 
Gratitude #2 - I am also extremely fortunate to work 
with our dedicated church council. We had a full 
agenda each month which often included difficult 
issues to address. Just like our staff, they always 
moved forward with decisions they felt were best for 
our congregation. I want to extend special thanks to 
past-president Kevin Benson, secretary Lisa 
Kittleson, member-at-large Paula Kabe, and treasurer 
Andrew Noll, who have served on the council and 
their terms are now ending.   
 
Gratitude #3 - Finally, I want to thank all of you for 
hanging in there as we strive to navigate a tricky time 
in the life of our congregation.  Your continued 
commitment to Trinity provides the hope for a bright 
future as we move forward into a new 
year…embracing all the Lord has to reveal to us. 
 
Communion at St Luke’s 

Holy Communion with residents of the 
St Luke’s complex is scheduled for 
Monday, January 10th.   
Below is the tentative schedule (being 

flexible due to Covid cases).  Pastor Kay Rohloff will 
be leading this time to connect with these members 
of our Trinity family while Pastor Jeanette is on 
maternity leave. 
     1:30 – Care Center and Moonlight 
     2:00 – Southview Estates 
     2:30 – New Life Manor 
     3:00 – Friendship Court 

Recap of Council Meeting held 
December 14, 2021 
 
 

Council members gathered in person or via Zoom.  
Devotions and ‘God Showing Up’ stories were 
shared.  Discussion was held on Chapter nine of 
Liturgy of the Ordinary, entitled ‘Calling a Friend’. 
 
Financial Report.  Expressed appreciation for an 
unexpected contribution that allowed Trinity to stay 
current with payment of invoices, including catching 
up on support commitment to the SE MN Synod. 
 
*Nominating Committee is working to fill positions 
for 2022. 

*Budget Committee is finalizing budget.  This will 
include the housing allowance for Pastor Jeanette 
which follows synod guidelines. 

*One person was interviewed for Education 
Coordinator (Birth – 5th Grade).  This position 
remains open. 

*Pr Jeanette has been in contact with Wartburg 
College for a possible Wind Ensemble concert in 
May, 2022. 

*Remaining $500 from the LaVerne Hamre bequest 
was designated to Riverside Cemetery, Blue Earth. 

*Noisy Offering from Dec 19 will be designated for 
Lutheran Disaster Response / tornado relief. 

     (Note: $415 was collected/sent !) 
*Youth Fundraiser of Cinnamon Rolls will be held 
Dec 19th. 

*Pr Jeanette expressed appreciation for a gift given to 
Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches in honor 
of her birthday and Clergy Appreciation. 

*Council approved direct deposit of Pr Jeanette’s 
checks and use of continuing education funds for   
Pr Jeanette’s membership in Continuous Growth 
Pathways. 

 
Complete copy of minutes is available on the display rack 
outside the office or can be emailed by request. 

 
Visiting Opportunities  

It’s a new year, with new opportunities for 
you to be the church! We have 
approximately 30 members who are unable 
to come to church, members who need our 
outreach. Please let Donna or Terri Hanson 

(701-527-0611) know if you are available to make an 
occasional visit!  



 Trinity Scholarship Fund 
 
   A $1000 scholarship shall be 
awarded to a student who has been 

accepted into any post-secondary school and/or who 
is attending as a full-time student.  Students who 
apply must be a member of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Blue Earth.  Students not previously selected may 
reapply during succeeding years in college. 
   Application forms are available in the church 
office.  The application and references must be 
returned to the church office before February 1, 
2022, to be considered for this scholarship. 
 

     
Tech Tidbits  
From Rachel Kienitz 
 
 
 

In May of 2021, it was asked that Trinity move away 
from pre-recorded/post-produced online worship and 
move to Live Streaming Worship services, which 
would be recorded and shared on Bevcomm and be 
available for future viewing.   
This ask prompted a Congregational Tech Survey in 
June, which 59 responses were received.  With the 
biggest questions being, ‘Would you be willing to 
operate Technical Equipment’ (8 yes responses/43 
No responses) and ‘Would you financially support 
continuing or expanding our online worship 
offerings’ (35 yes responses/12 no responses). 
    
As we have moved to more In-person worship, the 
trackable Online views of post-produced worship 
have continued to be in the 100-120 people views 
range.  We are not able to obtain viewership numbers 
from Bevcomm, but have received many thank you's 
from people who have viewed worship on Bevcomm. 
 
The Tech Committee has researched options, 
requested bids, held many discussions and consulted 
A/V companies.  The Committee has received a 
reasonable bid for the installation of 
video components to allow for live streaming.  This 
bid would include 3 Camera's, Matrix controller, PTZ 
controller, HDMI Receiver & Transmitter, and rack 
mounts/cable/labor.  The dollar amount of this bid is 
$25,408,62.  This project, if approved by Trinity 
Council and Congregation (at the Annual Meeting), 
would be installed around Easter, with a goal of 

being able to live stream May/June 2022, after 
operator trainings are completed. 
 
If there are questions regarding this project, please 
contact any Member of the Tech Committee. 
The Tech Committee includes: Ryan Bromeland, Jeff 
Eckles, Nate Eitzmann, Greg Keebaugh, Rachel 
Kienitz, Chad Schonrock, and Corey Survis. 
The next Tech Committee Meeting will be January 
18th at 6 pm in the Gathering Place. 
 

 
 Birthdays of members in the church active data base 
are listed below.  If there is an addition or correction, 
please call the church office at 526-3463. 
   
January 3 – Justine Hougen, Amy Smith, Todd Smith 
 4 – Sharlette Goodrich, Patty Hanson, Paul    

Knudtson, Erin Nowak, Michele Stewart 
 5 – Mattie Hanson, Nadine Wickersham-Krull 
 6 – Brad Huse, Bentlee Jones, Jan Sonich, Lisa     

Wirth 
 7 – Perry Olson 
 8 – Marcus Eckles   
 9 – Todd Levenhagen, Jacob Olson 
10 – Téa Armstrong, Miranda Long 
11 – Jase Juba, Brady Rauenhorst  
12 – Nathan Eitzmann 
13 – Carol Ruser 
15 – Travis Armstrong, Dave Classon 
17 – Josh Blair, Don Ostberg, Zach Thompson 
18 – Amelia Weerts 
19 – Vanessa Bromeland, Noah Johnson, Mark Loge,  
         Mark Sohn              
20 – Beth Cory, Jen Zierke 
21 – Isaac Evans 
23 – Stacie Hassing, Lauren Koenig, Trenton  
        Stindtman 
24 – Ryan Dutton 
25 – Ray Holland 
26 – Bob Bogan, Verne Tibbetts 
27 -  Harrison Hanson      
28 – Lorene Kampf 
29 – Rachel Anderson, Brandi Jacobsen 
30 – Jayden Levenhagen, Nancy Long, 
        Sharon Pausewang, Mark Wickersham 
31 - Vi Evans, John Kuhn, Jim Wagner 
 



Trinity Book Club 
 It’s a new year, and our reading 
schedule is a blank slate!  
On January 24 we will meet to share 
book recommendations and create a 
schedule for 2022. It’s always fun to 
talk about books we’ve enjoyed! All 
are welcome!  2:00 in the Gathering 
Place or 7:00 at the home of Terri 

Hanson (521 S. Galbraith).  
 

 
In 2017, Trinity had an emphasis of signing up to 
share your ‘gifts of time and talent’.  There are 
several committees who meet on a monthly basis that 
need 2 or 3 new members.   
Below is a list of these committees with a short 
description of their ‘duties’.  If you are interested in 
‘ways you can serve’ Trinity, please contact the 
church office and you will be connected with the 
appropriate committee chair. 
 
Education Committee (Birth – 5th Grade) 
Plans the education programs for Pre-K through 5th 
grade for the whole year. Helps recruit teachers. 
Raise money for camperships for young members 
wishing to go to summer camp. 
 
WAM    Worship-Art-Music Committee 
Work with the Pastor and staff to plan worship 
experiences. Plans special services such as Maundy 
Thursday, Senior Recognition and services at the 
fairgrounds. Decorates church for holidays. 
 
Youth Committee (Grades 6 – 12 +) 
Give support and guidance to Youth Coordinator. 
Plan and coordinate events and trips for youth.  
Help with fund raising for youth conventions and 
other trips. 
 
Property Committee 
Focuses on physical maintenance/upkeep needs of 
the church building and grounds, plus the Fair Stand. 
 
 
 

God’s Work. Our Hands. Committee 
Coordinate service activities throughout the year. 
Plan God’s Work Our Hands Sunday in September 
each year. Keep our church members informed of 
opportunities to serve others in our community, state, 
country, and world. Plan intergenerational activities 
for Trinity. 
 
Technology Committee 
(See ‘Tech Tidbits’ article from Rachel Kienitz) 
 
Other volunteer opportunities include: 
Sunday School or Release Time Teachers 
Teach a class of students using the curriculum 
provided by the Education Committee. Prepare 
lessons and be there for your students each week.  
Stewardship Committee  
Responsible for planning and implementing the 
annual stewardship drive. 
Lesson Readers 
Read the Psalm and prayers aloud during church 
services. 
Ushers 
We welcome men, women, and families to help as 
ushers for our services. Serve for one month once a 
year. You get to ring the bell! 
 
 

Trinity Church Office Hours are  
Monday – Friday   8:30 – 5:00      
Emails and voice messages will 
be responded to within 24 hours. 

 
General Church contact     507-526-3463   
Trinity@bevcomm.net 
 
Rachel Kienitz, Ministry Support 
Tlcministry235@gmail.com     507-525-2198 
Kristine Schuldt – Youth Coordinator 
Betrinity.youth@gmail.com     507-407-2099 
Donna Perryman, Office Administrator 
trinity@bevcomm.net    507-525-2168 
 
During Pastor Jeanette’s maternity leave, there are 
several local clergy who are available for care needs.  
Contact the church office 526-3463 to be connected 
with a pastor.   
 
If you would like to receive your Trumpet newsletter 
electronically, send your request to Donna via email  
at trinity@bevcomm.net 



EXCLUSIVE TALK 
for Blue Earth Area Parents and 

Community 
Monday, January 10th, 2022 

HIGH SCHOOL PERFORMING ARTS 
CENTER 

1125 N Grove St, Blue Earth, MN 56013 

6:00 PM – 7:30 PM* 
*all ages are welcome 

*A free will donation dinner will be served at 
5:30 pm 

 
Nearly two years ago we had an event booked with 
Joe Beckman to come to BEA and speak to our 
community. Joe is an incredible human being who 
has a passion to share joy, human connections, 
kindness, and relationships with everyone he meets. 
He has a unique talent of connecting with each of his 
individual audience members, making everyone feel 
as if he is speaking directly to them.  
After experiencing more than a year and a half of 
masking, social distancing, and separation from one 
another like no other in this lifetime, this is a 
message that EVERYONE in our community needs 
to hear. We know everyone is struggling right now - 
whether it be a financial struggle, feeling 
overwhelmed with family, stress, work, or life - 
which is why you NEED to attend this free event. 
Join us for an unforgettable evening that will leave 
you filled with joy, hope, and a sense of belonging 
and purpose. 
 

#ConnectionOn 
Joe Beckman is a highly sought after international 
speaker. Over the last 18 years he’s spoken in over 
2,000 schools and his messages have impacted over 
one million people. He co-founded TILL360 and 
recently published, Just Look Up-Five Life Saving 
Phases a Every Kid Human Needs to Hear. 

Keynote Speaker Joe Beckman 
TILL360 Co-founder I Speaker I Author 
=================================== 
 

Congregational Bible Study 
The Bible Study that was following 
the Confirmation curriculum is ‘on 
hold’ until after maternity leave. 

 

Sunday School classes 

resume on January 9th at 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Maria Frank   507-525-6680   
MFrank7880@hotmail.com 

Volunteer Interim Christian Education Coordinator 
and Education Committee Chair 

 

 

 
Nachos and Football!  
January 9th at Noon 
 
 

On Sunday, January 9, we will be having a nacho 
bar, starting at noon, along with streaming the 
Vikings/Bears Game in the Gathering Place. All 
youth and families are invited to enjoy the Vikings 
game along with a nacho bar. Please contact Kristine 
Schuldt or Rachel Kienitz with any questions! We 
hope to see you there!  

 

 
January Confirmation at a 
Glance 
 

 
All classes will take place in the Gathering Place 
unless otherwise noted 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.. 
Announcements and any changes will be 
communicated via Remind and email.  
 
-January 5: Exile (Elloyce leading) 
-January 12: Review and Canvas Making 
-January 19: God with Us (Kristine leading) 
-January 26: Miracles (Lisa leading) 
 
Kristine Schuldt, Youth Coordinator. 
She is available between 8am and 8pm via email at 
Betrinity.youth@gmail.com or by text/phone at 
507-407-2099. 

 


