
 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 
2asking, "Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage." 
9When they had heard the king [Herod], 
they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its 
rising, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. 10When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
Matthew 1:1-2, 9-11 

 
    

 
Annual Congregational       

Meeting Sunday 
Jan 20 at 9: 45 a.m.                       

in the Sanctuary 
 

   This is your opportunity to 
gather together to review reports 
from 2018, to elect Council 
members for 2019, and to 
approve a budget for 2019. 
   According to our Constitution, 
10% of voting members shall 
constitute a quorum.  Voting 
members are confirmed 
members who, during the current 
or preceding calendar year, have 
communed in this congregation 
and shall have made a  
contribution of record to this 
congregation.  Coffee will be  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
provided in the sanctuary that 
morning. 
 

 
 ‘Welcome Sunday” January 6   
 
   We, at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, are called to be a 
welcoming community.  How 
would you like to be welcomed to 
a new place?  Have you done 
that for someone else recently?  
In the coming months we will be 
hosting “Welcome Sundays” on 
the first Sunday of each month to 
intentionally welcome, guide, 
teach and get-to-know one 
another.  It’s different, it takes 
time, it takes energy, and it may 
involve (deep breath in) a bit of 
change to step out of our routine.  
But then, as we endeavor to 
strengthen the skills of welcome 
we all have, perhaps we will 
remember when, how, and who 
has welcomed us. 

 
The Trinity 
Family Acts of 
Kindness Tree 
will be in the 
sanctuary through 
January 6. So 

there’s still plenty of time to 
select an item* you would like to 
perform if you haven’t had a 
chance, and there are still sparkle 
boxes available to hang on the 
tree! On January 6th, you are  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
welcome to take your sparkle 
box ornaments home.  
   Rejoice in the spirit of giving 
that is alive and well in our 
church family! 
 

*Medallions include messages 
like:   *Do something my spouse 
has been wanting me to do for a 
long time *Give someone a 
backrub *Call someone who 
appreciates hearing from me 
*Serve as an usher at church 
*Make a gift of food for a friend 
*Listen to someone feeling 
frustrated without giving 
unsolicited advice *Help 
someone in need with chores 
*Visit someone in a care facility 
*Send a cheery or encouraging 
note to someone *Express 
appreciation to my spouse *Do a 
favor for a co-worker *Tell a 
family member or friend 
something I love about him or 
her *Pray for someone I don’t 
like very much  *Take a friend 
out for coffee.   

 
TLCW QUILTING  
Thursdays, 
beginning 
January 3rd at 
1:00 p.m.  The 
quilting frame is 
now set up in the 
former Centennial Room 
(basement level across from the 
youth room).  Coffee and treats 
provided.  Completed quilts are 
donated to Lutheran World 
Relief projects. 
All are welcome to help tie quilts 
and join the fellowship time! 

The Trumpet   January, 2019  
 Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA    235 East 7th Street, Blue Earth, MN   

Mission Statement:  As God’s people, we are nurtured by word and 
sacrament to welcome, empower and serve others. 
 



    
 
             20+CMB+19 
 
   The letters and symbols above 
are not the latest slang or 
computer code.  Instead they 
represent a long tradition in the 
Church regarding the Epiphany 
of our Lord, celebrated on 
January 6th.  Epiphany is the day 
when the many faith 
communities celebrate the 
coming of the magi to a house in 
Bethlehem when Jesus was just a 
child.  This was before the holy 
family was forced to flee to 
Egypt for safety.  Epiphany 
occurs after the 12 days of 
Christmas which begins on 
December 25th (yes, keeping 
Christmas decorations up until 
January 6th isn’t procrastination 
but a nod to the liturgical year!)  
   Regarding Epiphany, one   
resource shared this: “Following 
an eastern European tradition, a 
visual blessing may be inscribed 
in white chalk above the main 
door, for example 20+CMB=19.  
The numbers change with each 
new year.  The three letters 
stand for either the ancient latin 
blessing Christe mansionem 
bendicat, which means, “Christ, 
bless this house,” or the 
legendary names of the magi 
(Caspar, Melchior, and 
Balthasar).”   
 
   Why bless a home?  Because it 
is through one another and our 
lives together, including in our 
homes, that Christ will be most 
seen and welcomed in the 
coming year.  We can sing the 
carols and set out the nativity 

sets but we will tell a more 
lasting picture about Christianity 
and who Jesus is with our lives 
than our seasonal traditions and 
decorations.  What will you tell 
the world about Jesus in the new 
year?  How will you tell the 
world about the Jesus you know 
in the new year? 
 
   A new year brings new hopes, 
new trials, a chance to reflect on 
the past and look to the time 
ahead.  I encourage you, whether 
or not you chalk your main door 
(more on this at our worship on 
January 6th at Trinity), that you 
wonder about how Christ and all 
that Christ represents can be ever 
more seen and welcomed in your 
home and life.  The answer to 
that wondering will last much 
longer than chalk. 
 
Epiphany Blessings! 
United in Christ,  Pastor Jeanette 
 
Quotations from Sundays and Seasons, 
copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress 

 
Thank you to 
all those who 
sent Christmas 
greetings, gifts, and sweet treats 
to Dan and I this Christmas 
season.  It is a blessing and 
privilege to share my third 
Christmas with you and walk 
with you into a new year!   
 

    Trinity 
Scholarship 
Fund 
 

   A $1000 scholarship shall be 
awarded to a student who has 
been accepted into any post-
secondary school and/or who is 
attending as a full-time  

student.  Students who apply 
must be a member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Blue Earth.  
Students not previously selected 
may reapply during succeeding 
years in college. 
   Application forms are 
available in the church office.  
The application and references 
must be returned to the church 
office before February 1, 2019, 
to be considered for this 
scholarship. 
 

Trinity Book 
Club 
 
   The Trinity 
book club will 
gather joyfully 
on January 28 
to discuss 

Lamb: The Gospel According to 
Biff and help Lorene Kampf 
celebrate her birthday! 
Afternoon group meets at 2:00 
and evening group at 7:00 in 
Sunday School Room 102. 
Everyone is welcome.  
   This book is irreverent and 
possibly quite ridiculous in large 
part, but it will provide an 
opportunity for some lively 
discussion and a contrast to the 
heavy fare of the fall.  
 
 

Do you know 
of anyone who 
would 
appreciate a 
ride to Sunday 
church 

services-- especially during the 
winter?  Could you contact that 
person and offer to pick him/her 
up? If you are someone who 
needs transportation to church, 
please contact the church office 
at 526-3463 
 



Wednesday 
Worship 
January 2 
 

We are 
planning to 
have 

worship time, once a month, as 
part of our confirmation class 
time.  This would be open to 
anyone interested in participating 
and would be held in our 
fellowship hall, the Gathering 
Place, at 7:00 p.m. This will be a 
shortened service that 
incorporates Luther’s Small 
Catechism, the focus of our 
confirmation material this year, 
which we will be teaching again 
this fall.    

Dates for Worship on 
Wednesdays are planned for 

7:00 p.m. in the  
Gathering Place on 

        Jan 2nd   and   Feb 6th    
 

   Wednesday, March 6th is Ash 
Wednesday with worship in the 
sanctuary. 
   You are welcome to join us, 
especially if this worship time is 
helpful for you and yours! 

 
 

  
            Happy New Year! 
 
   It has been another wonderful 
and successful year for TLC.  A 
few of the many highlights are a 
new staff position and staff 
member--Rachel Kienitz, nearly 
half of the boiler loan paid off, 
very successful year for the food 
stand, and an increased number 
of kids attending Wednesday 
Release Time.  

   Thank you to everyone for 
donating, sponsoring, teaching, 
coordinating, volunteering, 
proposing, etc., these and all the 
other projects, programs, and 
changes that continue to make 
TLC ministry grounded and 
community involved. 
   The Council has some exciting 
proposals for 2019.  First, we 
have decided to move the 
Ministry Support Staff position, 
held by Rachel Kienitz, from 
part time to full time.  Shortly 
after she started we realized the 
need for more personnel hours to 
help TLC continue to grow both 
internally and externally.  This 
need was confirmed by staff 
during evaluations, so we revised 
the job description and the 
Council voted to approve the job 
description and advance the 
position to full time.   
   The Council has also voted to 
approve the Technology 
Committee’s recommendation 
for screens/projectors in the 
Sanctuary.  We understand there 
will be challenges and a learning 
curve that will take time to fully 
implement and adapt to, but the 
overwhelming sentiment is that 
this will be a positive addition to 
TLC.  There will be another 
opportunity for Q&A with the 
Technology Committee on 
January 13th between services.  
Please bring all questions and 
comments.   
   The Council will be seeking 
congregational approval for 
these two items as well as the 
2019 budget at the annual 
meeting which be held between 
services in the Sanctuary on 
Sunday, January 20th. Hope to 
see you there. 
 
Take Care,   Nate Eitzmann 
TLC Council President  

Fundraiser 
for St. 
Luke’s 
Auxiliary: 

   Sue Cassens and Dona Blom 
will be selling Valentines for $5 
each as a fundraiser for St. 
Luke’s.  Valentine hearts will be 
available during coffee time 
(9:30 – 10:30) in January.  
Contact Dona Blom if you have 
any questions about this project 
526-3494. 
 

 
Update on Loan 
for Boilers and 
Air Handler 
Controls  

                        Replacement 
  On March 27, 2018 Trinity 
secured a loan for $80,000 with a 
monthly minimum payment of 
$638, maturing on April 10, 
2023.  We have consistently 
made monthly payments of 
$1000 or more with a $15,000 
payment on October 29 and a 
$20,000 payment on December 5 
(included $5950 rebate from 
Centerpoint Energy).  Current 
loan balance is $40,151. 
Thank you to all who have 
contributed to this fund.  
Additional donations are still 
welcome! 
 

Trinity 
Lutheran 
Church 
Women 

TLCW will not meet in January, 
February nor March.  The 
women will be busy in April 
with the following events: 
April 4 – 1:30 Business meeting 
April 6 – Host Blue Earth River 
Conference Women of the 
ELCA. 
April 9 – Fair Stand Supper 



 
   Trinity Lutheran Church 
Council met Dec 11, 2018.  The 
meeting started with devotions 
and discussion on the book More 
Beautiful Than Before by Steve 
Leder. 
   Financial reports were handed 
out and reviewed.  We are 
current with support to SE MN 
Synod.  Received a $5950 rebate 
from Centerpoint Energy from 
the new boiler and AHU 
replacements.  Property 
Committee recommended a 
$20,000 payment to reduce the 
boiler loan.  Balance is now at 
$40,151. 
   Worship and Music Committee 
approved purchase of new 
acolyte robes. 
   Technology Committee 
responded to questions about 
potential screens/projector in the 
sanctuary.  Will be included on 
agenda during the Annual 
Meeting January 20th. 
   Proposed 2019 budget was 
presented.  Committee 
recommended that the Ministry 
Support Staff position of Rachel 
Kienitz be increased to fulltime. 
Nominating Committee 
presented the slate of officers for 
2019: 
  Vice President – Kevin Benson 
  At Large Member – Paula Kabe 
  Secretary – Lisa Kittleson 
  Treasurer – Lori Maher 
  Financial Secy – Jerry Sonich 
  Endowment – Jack Heinitz and 
                          Justine Hougen 
  St. Luke’s representative – 
                         Mary Erichsrud  
    

   It was noted that we are in 
need of an accompanist for 
Sunday school music. 
   Confirmation class will go 
Christmas caroling on Dec 19. 
   Council retreat is set for Feb 2 
to include newly elected 
members.  Will review our 
quarterly goals in connection 
with our mission statement and 
progress on those goals.    
 
Complete copy of minutes is available 
on the display rack outside the office. 
 

 
 

    
 

Birthdays of members in the 
church active data base are listed 
below.  If there is an addition or 
correction, please call the church 
office at 526-3463. 
   
January 3 – Justine Hougen,  
    Amy Smith, Todd Smith 
 4 –Sharlette Goodrich, Patty  
    Hanson, Paul Knudtson,  
    Erin Nowak, Michele Stewart 
 5 – Mattie Hanson,  
    Nadine Wickersham-Krull 
 6 – Brad Huse, Bentlee Jones,  
    Jan Sonich, Lisa Wirth 
 7 – Perry Olson 
 8 – Rob Broderick,  
    Marcus Eckles   
 9 – Todd Levenhagen,  
    Jacob Olson 
10 – Téa Armstrong,  
    Miranda Long 
11 – Jase Juba  
12 – Nathan Eitzmann 
13 – Carol Ruser 
15 – Travis Armstrong,  
     Dave Classon 
16 – Shannon Leyva 
17 – Josh Blair, Don Ostberg,  
     Zach Thompson 
18 – Amelia Weerts 

19 – Vanessa Bromeland,  
    Noah Johnson, Mark Loge,  
    Mark Sohn              
20 – Beth Cory, Jen Zierke 
21 – Isaac Evans 
23 – Trenton Stindtman 
24 – Ryan Dutton 
25 – Ray Holland, Sam Ozuna 
26 – Bob Bogan, Verne Tibbetts      
28 – Lorene Kampf 
29 – Rachel Anderson, 
    Brandi Jacobsen 
30 – Jayden Levenhagen, 
    Nancy Long, 
    Sharon Pausewang,  
    Mark Wickersham 
31 - Vi Evans, John Kuhn,  
    Steve Thompson, Jim Wagner 
 
 
 

Now is the 
time to 
update the 
Usher list for 
2019!  If you 
would like to 
add your 

name, add your family for a 
month, or switch to a different 
month, please contact Dale 
Meckes at 526-3007 or leave a 
message in the church office. 
 

January, 2019 
8:30  

 Craig Hougen, Neil Hougen 
Greg Keebaugh  
Ryan Northwick 

 
10:45  

Jim Erdahl, Dwight Olson  
Kalin Skaare, Corey Survis 

 
Men, Women, Youth and 
Families are all encouraged to 
participate in this ministry of 
Trinity Lutheran Church. 



 
Election of a Bishop for 

Southeast Minnesota Synod 
 
   Bishop Steve Delzer has 
announced that he will not be on 
the ballot when the Southeastern 
Minnesota Synod meets May 31-
June 2 in Rochester, Minnesota. 
   The process for calling a new 
bishop (6-year term) has been 
underway since July, 2018.   

 
   Trinity, Blue Earth, is in the 
Blue Earth River Conference 
(4) and will be hosting the 
Conference meeting on Feb 10.  
 
   Volunteers will be needed on 
February 10th to assist with 
welcoming guests and directing 
them to the Gathering Place for 
light refreshments and/or to the 
sanctuary for the Conference 
meeting.  Please contact Donna 
in the church office if you are 
available to help. 
 
   Voters from each congregation 
will vote on the names that have 
been previously submitted to the 
Committee on the Election of a 
Bishop.  Each conference can 
bring up to three names for 
consideration during the  
May 31-June 2 Synod Assembly. 

 
Volunteers in the Classroom 
Blue Earth Area Elementary and 
Middle School are looking for 
volunteers to come into 
classrooms from Kindergarten to 
7th grade. Our goal is to build 
community strength, 
adult/student relationships, and 
aid in academics. You can 
volunteer for anything from 
listening to a student read, 
explaining your career, to simply 
having lunch with our students. 
It is simple to do and makes a 
great impact! Why not? Please 
email hbrower@beas.blueearth.
mn.k12.us or call Blue Earth 
Area School 526-3115. 
Thanks! Hannah Brower 
 

Habitat for 
Humanity 
Father-
Daughter  

                     Dance             
January 26, 2019 

5:00 p.m. 
Frost Viking Community Center 
 
   Habitat for Humanity of 
Martin and Faribault Co8unties 
is again having a fundraiser 
dance at the Viking Community 
Center in Frost. 
   Cost is $50/couple with $10 
for each additional daughter.  
Arrive at your leisure (after 5:00 
p.m.) and eat/dance the night 
away. 
   Tickets are available by calling 
507-526-2500 or stop at the 
Thrivent Financial office in Blue 
Earth.  RVSP by January 17th. 

Office hours 
are Monday 
through Friday, 
8:30 – 5:00 
p.m. 
 
507-526-3463 

 
General Church e-mail 
Trinity@bevcomm.net 
 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne 
Prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
 
Kim Jacobson, Director of 
Children, Youth & Family 
Ministries  
Kimmykimmyj@gmail.com 
 
Rachel Kienitz, Ministry Support 
Tlcministry235@gmail.com 
 
Donna Perryman, Office Admin 
trinity@bevcomm.net 
 
If you would like to receive your 
Trumpet newsletter electronically, 
just send Donna an email at 
trinity@bevcomm.net 
 
 

   On your new 
calendar, be sure 
to mark important 
dates such as 
National Drinking 
Straw Day 

(January 3), National Artichoke 
Hearts Day (March 16) and 
National Crouton Day (May 13). 
Those pseudo-holidays are now 
catalogued as part of the 
National Day Calendar, a venture 
by a North Dakota businessman. 
   Throughout the Bible, God 
instructs people to set aside 
special days for rest and 
remembrance. Yet to him, every 
day is holy — even if it lacks a 
holiday, pseudo or otherwise. 
“This is the day the LORD has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad 
in it” (Psalm 118:24). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       January 2019 Children Youth and Family Newsletter 
 

Kimberly Jacobson, Director of Children/Youth and Family Ministries 
507-525-0747      Kimmykimmyj@gmail.com 

 

 
     I hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas celebration with family and friends  

and are ready to start a new year! 
There is something exciting about a new year…a fresh start. Some people make resolutions, set goals  

or make promises, either for themselves or their families.  
Perhaps for some families attending worship together is something that is set as a goal.  

 
Attending Sunday School and worship with my family when I was growing up was something I really didn’t think 

much of.  Sunday rolled around, and we went to Sunday School and attended worship together. I never 
questioned having to go and it was not because I was scared to, it was just what we did. I didn’t know any 

different.  I also didn’t know that years later I would be grateful to my parents for setting that goal for our family, 
but even more importantly holding onto the promises they made when I was baptized.  

  I hope that your family has the same goals! It can truly be life changing… it certainly was for me! 

 
Because January is a time for new beginnings, let’s go back to the very beginning. Genesis, the Bible’s first 
book, starts with the words “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” Over six days, God 
made the entire world and everything in it.  
  
Young children are usually intrigued by the creatures God fashioned to fill the air, water, and land. Most 
children’s Bibles colorfully depict the variety of marvelous animals God made. Yet it’s also important to 
emphasize God’s final creative act before resting: making people in his own image. 
  
Humans weren’t just God’s grand experiment; instead, our Creator has a specific purpose and plan for  each 
of  his beloved children. As kids grow, they often wonder, “Why am I here?” or “What am I supposed to do 
with my life?” 
  
The main reason God created people is because he wants to have a relationship with us. Our ultimate purpose 
is to love God and to believe in his Son, Jesus. By growing closer to God through his Word and through 
prayer, we can begin discovering what specific plans he has in store for our lives. As Ephesians 2:10 (NLT) 
says, “We are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he 
planned for us long ago.” 
  

Looking ahead:    Winter Retreat at Ironwood Christian Ranch Feb. 16-18th  
                
February 24th:   “HOLY HOTDISH”   Mission Meal… stay tuned for more details  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


