
 
 
 
Recap of Congregational 
Annual Meeting  
January 30, 2022 
 
The Annual Meeting scheduled for January 23, 2022 
was postponed to January 30 due to a lack of quorum. 
 
On January 30th, there were 73 in attendance.  This 
includes those in the sanctuary and six attending via 
Zoom.  Quorum minimum was 64. 
 
Council Leadership for 2022 unanimously elected at 
the Annual Congregational Meeting: 
 President – Michele Stewart 
 Past Pres – Gary Holmseth 
 Vice President – Jim Beattie 
 Secretary – Laurie Oelke 
 Treasurer – Terri Wells 
 At Large - Brian Kokos (2022) 
 At Large - Dave Pirsig (2023) 
 At Large - Peggy Olson (2024) 
 
 Endowment Committee: Jack Heinitz 
        Justine Hougen 
 St Luke's Representative - Mary Erichsrud 
 
Installation of Officers will be held on Sunday, 
February 6, during the 9:30 a.m. worship service. 
 
The budget was introduced by newly-elected 
President Michele Stewart.  She highlighted line items 
that were increased from 2020.  After discussion, the 
following was approved: 
Missions    $24,560 
Program Expenses     32,250 
Staff Expenses    218,227 
Staff-Related Expenses    52,716 
Operating Expenses     73,300 
  2022 budget  401,053 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trinity is once again fully staffed! 
 
Maria Frank will begin her half-time position as 
Education Coordinator for Trinity on February 1, 
bringing the staff to a full complement for the first 
time in two years! 
 
Maria has been serving as Chair of 
the Education Committee, 
voluntarily organizing Sunday 
School and leading the Release 
Time program since the departure 
of Sheila Hanke last fall. We are so grateful for her 
efforts!  Maria now steps into the Coordinator position 
with the support, during the initial months, of a 
mentor, Cheri Brooks, who has many years of 
experience working with the children of Trinity.  
Along with Maria, Cheri is passionate about ensuring 
that our educational program flourishes. 
 
Our children's ministry merits the strong support of 
our members, as Maria pointed out on Sunday, 
January 23.  We continue to need more volunteers to 
lead the opening at Release Time (20-25 minutes).  
Also needed are additional teachers for Sundays and 
Wednesdays.  Please prayerfully consider these 
opportunities. 
Updated contact information for Maria will be 
provided in the Sunday bulletin and the March 
Trumpet newsletter. 
 

 
Update from Pastor Jeanette and 
Family 
 
Benjamin had his one month 

appointment and is gaining weight well.  He has 
grown an inch in length since he was born!  The 
furnace in the parsonage went out and had to be 
replaced, so Benjamin has had his first ‘sleepover’ at 
Grandpa and Grandma’s house.  They are now back  
at home in Vernon Center. 
 
 

The Trumpet   February, 2022  
 Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA    235 East 7th Street, Blue Earth, MN   
“As God’s people, we are nurtured by word and sacrament to welcome, 
empower and serve others.” 
 



 
The Covid Task Force met on January 18, 2022.  The 
following are recommendations from the Task Force: 
 
*Sunday Worship will continue with one service at   

9:30 a.m. 
*Masks will continue to be strongly recommended, 

with surgical masks provided at the church 
entryway. 

*Please sit every other pew to allow for distancing. 
*Communion will be distributed on the 1st and 4th 

Sundays, using pre-packaged communion elements 
taken while seated in the pew.  There will be a 
bulletin insert for you to record your attendance and 
note those receiving communion. 

*Congregation may sing the first verse of the opening 
hymn and Hymn of the Day.  Congregation may 
sing all the verses of the sending hymn. 

 
The Covid Task Force will meet in late February to 
review and update the above recommendations as they 
monitor the Covid positivity rate in Faribault County. 
 
  
Highlights from  
Council Meeting of  
January 11, 2022 
 
Meeting was opened with devotions, sharing of 'God 
Showing Up' stories and Chapter 10 of Liturgy of the 
Ordinary. 
 
Financial Report was given.  TLCW distributes their 
annual income through our general checking account 
(to keep them under the Trinity tax ID).  We are 
current in our support to SE MN Synod and other 
bills.  Donna reviewed list of maintenance and upkeep 
items completed in 2021, with a small balance in the 
Building Fund Savings Account at year end. 
 
Covid Task Force update (see column above). 
 
Annual Meeting scheduled for January 23 at 10:30 in 
the sanctuary with an option to attend via Zoom. 
Accepted Slate of Officers to present to congregation. 
Reviewed budget for 2022 and approved it to be 
forwarded for a congregational vote. 
 

Reviewed recommendation from Search Committee 
on Education Coordinator position.  Motion was made 
to offer a 50% position to Maria Frank with the offer 
of a mentor for a six month period.  The mentor would 
receive a stipend of $100 / month.  Seconded/carried. 
 
Tabled to set date for Council Retreat until Pastor 
Jeanette is able to attend. 
 
Rachel reported Tech Committee has a bid from 
Freedom Security for equipment and installation to 
livestream worship services.  She will present 
information to the WAM (Worship/Art/Music) 
Committee with further action at the February Council 
Meeting. 
 
Kristine updated on youth events, Confirmation 
classes and Youth Gathering. 

 
Complete copy of minutes are available on request to 
trinity@bevcomm.net or on the bookshelf by the office. 
  

 
 
Book Club Selections for 2022 
 

 
You are invited to attend this discussion group once a 
month at 2 p.m. in the Gathering Place or at 7 p.m. at 
Terri Hanson’s home, 521 S. Galbraith.   
          Come and bring a friend! 
February 28 Sooley, John Grisham 
March 28 Flight Behavior, Barbara Kingsolver 
April 25 The Personal Librarian, Marie Benedict  
                            and Victoria Christopher Murray                         
May 23 Home Front, Kristen Hannah 
June 27 Hidden Inheritance, Heidi Neumark 
July 25  Unbroken, Laura Hillenbrand 
August 22 The Bookwoman of Troublesome  
                             Creek, Kim Michele Richardson 
September 26 Cloud Cuckoo Land, Anthony Doerr 
October 24 The 19th Wife, David Ebershoff 
November 28 The Return, Nicholas Sparks 
 

Eddie Ekstrand address update: 
Eddie has moved into the new skilled 
nursing wing at Lakeview Methodist 
Health Care Center in Fairmont.  Her 
new mailing address is:   

610 Summit Dr, Room #232 – Blue Wing     
Fairmont, MN 56031 
 
Eddie will be 100 years young on March 5, 2022! 



   
 
Council President Michele Stewart 
 
 

Here we are a month into 2022 already!  I’d like to 
say what a difference a year makes, but since we are 
still in the middle of a pandemic, are things really all 
that different?   
Well, let’s look back…A year ago we were 
worshiping online, we had the first predominately 
Zoom only congregational meeting, we worshiped in 
parking lots, at the fairgrounds and had drive-through 
communion!  Many adaptations were made to keep 
our health and safety in mind.  There were many 
thoughts and opinions on how we were moving 
forward.  This is good!  This is what keeps us moving 
forward, “We are Church!”    
 
In the last year, we were blessed with an on-line 
worship forum, added back in person worship (with 
safety measures), supported and were blessed with an 
internship of an up and coming Pastor, hired a Youth 
Director, hosted Summer Day Camp, Cooking with 
Jesus, First Communion, Confirmation, Christmas 
programs and worship, and most recently filled our 
Education Coordinator Position completing our staff 
roster for the first time in approximately two years.  
 
I am inspired and a bit in awe of the volunteers, our 
staff, our youth, council members and most 
importantly our congregational members for all the 
creative, mindful, dedicated, purposeful, engaging 
ways we are not just making it, but growing together 
in these times.  We have knocked down barriers to 
keep us from congregating and are allowing for 
outreach and growth to reach as many people as 
possible, both in our congregation and in our 
community.  We continue to offer on-line worship for 
those who are unable to leave their homes, we are 
growing our children’s and youth programming, and 
always discussing how we can safely continue to 
gather, grow and ‘Be Church’.  The church at its best 
has always equipped us to live out our faith in this 
world, and from what I have experienced in this past 
year, we continue to bring our best! 

 
Record of Communion and 
Attendance 
In the annual report to the ELCA, 
there is a space to record the number 

of members who have received communion.  On the 
1st and 4th Sundays, there will be a bulletin insert for 

you to record the name(s) of your family in attendance 
and  those who are receiving Holy Communion.  
 
This will also be a record of our voting members.  
Trinity’s Constitution (Chapter 8, *c.02c): Voting 
members are confirmed members.  Such confirmed 
members, during the current or preceding calendar 
year, shall have communed in this congregation and 
shall have made a contribution of record to this 
congregation. 

 
BOLD Women 
 
Our mission statement calls us to act 

boldly.  Before there was a Lutheran denomination, 
one bold woman was called a "Lutherin", Katherina 
von Bora, born in 1499, consecrated as a nun in 1515, 
and in 1523, leaving the cloister after learning of the 
reforming work of Martin Luther.  Katie and eleven 
other nuns risked their lives (because leaving religious 
life was an offense punishable by death).  Of the 
twelve who escaped, Katie was the last to settle into a 
new life, marrying Martin Luther in 1525.  They 
supported each other in the face of the criticism of 
their marriage, and in the work of the Reformation, 
and they raised six children together, till Martin's 
death in 1546. 
 
Besides raising children, Katie raised and bred cattle, 
ran a brewery, took in students and professors as 
boarders, nurtured several gardens, cared for many 
locals who needed nursing, participated in Luther's 
famous table talks, and assisted a call committee in 
finding a pastor.  Her last words, on December 20, 
1552, were reported to have been, "I will stick to 
Christ as a burr sticks to cloth." 
 
Trinity Lutheran church Women, you, too, are BOLD 
and FAITH-FILLED.  Your efforts help sustain the 
church. Your countless pots of coffee and offerings of 
food, phone calls, and fundraising efforts are 
appreciated.  Your involvements in Eucharistic 
ministry and visits to shut-ins are appreciated.  The 
innumerable ways you contribute to the functioning of 
the church, and your financial contributions which 
have provided so much to Trinity over the years, are 
all appreciated.   
And you are still needed.  We need members for      
St. Luke's auxiliary, quilting chairs, dining room 
hostess chair, historian, Sunday coffee hour chair, 
visiting members and more.  Call Mary Erichsrud or 
Marlene Hanson to volunteer.   
Watch for notice of the next TLCW meeting in April. 



         
Listed below are birthdays of members in the church 
active data base.  If there is an addition or correction, 
please call the church office (526-3463). 
 
February 1 – Bohn Oelke, Dwight Olson, Kayden   
                      Omland     
 3 – Kevin Skaare 
 4 – Greta Dahlberg 
 5 – Randy Anderson, Sophia Rotterman, Michele   
      Stindtman 
 6 – Kory Dikken 
 7 – Raina Juba 
 8 – David Beattie, Isaac Hanson 
 9 – Rick Dickman, Harper Stine  
10 – Wiletha Eckhardt, Don Mensing, Josh  
        Nuessmeier 
11 – Karré Skaare 
12 – Dar Holmseth, Suzie Olsen, Karleigh Wolff 
13 – Marshal Bartels 
14 – Krista Kriener, Brian Kokos  
15 – Sydney Blagg 
16 – Jim Brooks 
17 – Beth Engeseth 
18 – Ryan Foster, Steve Frederickson, Kaitlin 
        Johnson, Clair Nassen 
19 – Sidney Blair, Karter Foster, Sue Frederickson,  
        Joni Klinder, David Olson 
20 – Maggie Nagel             
21 – Josh Crofton, Whitney Foster, Rhonda Keister,  
        Julie Krosch, Brett Loge 
22 – Kim Jacobson, Justin Skaden 
23 – Ryan Berndt, Chad Blagg, Michelle Meyers 
24 – Jason Lee, Jody Wirtjes 
25 – Randy Kuechenmeister 
26 – Dennis Ruser 
27 – Julie Blagg, Tyler Stindtman 
28 – Jolane Levenhagen, Gabriela Weerts 
29 – Jim Erdahl, Hudson Zierke 
 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY / LENTEN 
WORSHIP, March 2 
Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022, is the 
beginning of the 40 days of Lent.  

Plans are being discussed with Pastor Daphne, 
Pastor Jeanette and other ELCA clergy about the 
Wednesday evening worship services.  We will be 
using Holden Evening Prayer for the liturgy.  For 
Confirmation students, Lenten services are considered 
your class time. 

Recycle Plastic Bottles! 
Dale Meckes recycles plastic bottles -- 
especially those with a 5 cent refund from 
Iowa.  Proceeds from his recycling efforts go 
toward his goal of fundraising for the Relay 

for Life event held in August. Call him (526-3007) to 
make arrangements about getting cleaned plastic 
bottles to him. 
 
 
Giant Days Parade -- what a nice thought during 
these cold winter days! 
 
Trinity has had a float (or some 
type of representation) in the 
Giant Days parades sporadically 
in the past.  It can be a fun 
activity to participate in and 
make contact with the 
community.  Rather than waiting until the last minute, 
let's start planning something soon! 
 
One idea is to make a permanent structure and each 
year focus on a different theme, depending on what is 
going on in our church life at that time.  It would be 
great to involve families young and old, as well as 
representation from all committees. 
If you are interested in planning and putting together 
something to represent Trinity Lutheran Church in this 
summer's parade, please contact the church office. 
God's Work. Our Hands Committee 
 
 
Faribault County Food Shelf 
The Food Shelf will be open the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of each month from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
It is located at the Ag Center (415 South Grove Street, 
Blue Earth), south of Kwik Trip, just off of Highway 
169. 
Faribault County residents in need of extra food may 
come one time per month to pick up supplies. 
Any weather closings or schedule changes will be 
posted on our Facebook page and on KBEW radio. 
 
Weather Cancellations 
Wondering about Sunday Worship and/or Sunday 
School if we are in a winter weather advisory?  
Please listen to KBEW for any cancellation 
announcements.   
If school closes early on Wednesday, the Release 
Time afternoon program and Confirmation classes, 
will automatically be cancelled. 
 



 Madness 
Lent Madness began in 2010 as the brainchild of the 
Rev. Tim Schenck. In seeking a fun, engaging way for 
people to learn about the men and women comprising 
the Church’s Calendar of Saints, Tim came up with 
this unique Lenten devotion. Combining his love of 
sports with his passion for the lives of the saints,    
Lent Madness was born on his blog “Clergy Family 
Confidential” which has subsequently moved 
locations and become “Clergy Confidential.” 
 
The format is straightforward:  32 saints are placed 
into a tournament-like single elimination bracket. 
Each pairing remains open for a set period of time 
and people vote for their favorite saint. 16 saints make 
it to the Round of the Saintly Sixteen; eight advance 
to the Round of the Elate Eight; four make it to the 
Faithful Four; two to the Championship; and the 
winner is awarded the coveted Golden Halo.  

Trinity Lutheran Church will have only 20 Lent 
Madness Devotional booklets available for $5.00.  
Proceeds will go to support the Faribault County Food 
Shelf.  Please contact Rachel Kienitz 507.525.2198 or 
TLCMinistry235@gmail.com to get your devotional!! 
 
The Trinity Bracket Winner will receive the 2022 
Golden Halo Mug! 
Previous Golden Halo Mug Winners: 
2020 - Judy Orvedal 
2021 - Ann Crofton 
 
 

 
Blue Earth Senior Center 
 
Valentine’s Day Supper 
February 14, 2022 
 
$10 per person 
Reservation required. 
507-526-3850 
 

Seating at 5:00, 6:00 and 7:00 p.m. 
      
Entrée:  Your choice of Southern Style BBQ Pork 
Ribs or Herb Roasted Beef, Coleslaw, Jello Salad, 
dinner roll, coffee & water.  Dessert is Chocolate or 
Strawberry Swirl Cheesecake. 
 
 

 
Office Hours are Monday – Friday 
                8:30 – 5:00 
Emails and voice messages will be 
responded to within 24 hours 
507-526-3463 

 
Church Office e-mail   trinity@bevcomm.net 
Website:  betrinity.com 
Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth 
Instagram:  Trinity_BE_Youth 
Milestones:  Tlcmilestones@gmail.com 

 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne     507-339-1178 
prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
 
Rachel Kienitz - Ministry Support Staff 
Tlcministry235@gmail.com    507-525-2198 
 
Kristine Schuldt – Youth Coordinator 
Betrinity.youth@gmail.com     507-407-2099 
 
Maria Frank – Education Coordinator (0-5th Grd) 
(new email will be in March newsletter) 
 
Donna Perryman, Office Admin. 
trinity@bevcomm.net    507-526-3463 
 
If you would like to receive your Trumpet newsletter 
electronically, send your request to Donna via email  
at trinity@bevcomm.net 

 
 

Affectionately 
yours 
 
St. Valentine, a 
Roman priest, was 
martyred in 270 
A.D. for loving 
Jesus. Some 
sources say he 

performed weddings after the emperor banned them; 
others say he rescued Christians from Roman prisons.             
Two centuries later, the pope declared February 14           
St. Valentine’s Day. 
 
According to legend, the priest signed his letters 
“Your Valentine.” Later, Christians followed suit to 
honor him. By the mid-1700s, friends and sweethearts 
exchanged heart-shaped trinkets or sent handwritten 
notes of affection on February 14. 
 



 
 

 
 
 

                       

       My name is Maria Frank.  As of February 1, 2022, I will be the 0-5th grade 
coordinator for Trinity Lutheran Church.  I look forward to working with all the families who 
have children in this age range.  

  If you have any questions, please contact me. 
  Maria Frank   0-5th Grade Education Coordinator   507-525-6680 
      (an updated email will be in the March Trumpet newsletter)  
 
 *Release Time needs:   Adults to read the introduction (20-25 minutes) about 
2:15 p.m. on Wednesday afternoons in February and March.  Introduction material will be 
provided.  
 
 *Okoboji Camp Representative:  On February 16, during Release Time, we 
will have a representative from Ingham/Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp come to talk about camp.  
They will do a craft with our Release Time kids. 
 
 *February 20 - No Sunday School due to President's Day weekend. 
  
 

                                
 

Kristine Schuldt, TLC Youth Coordinator, and Rachel Kienitz, Ministry Support, will be 
attending Extravaganza in Minneapolis, February 10-14th, in preparation for the ELCA 
2022 National Youth Gathering.   
The Extravaganza is the annual gathering of children, youth and family ministry leaders  
from across the ELCA. It is so much more than a conference: it’s space to be stretched, 
it’s worship, it’s inspiring speakers, it’s learning from colleagues across the country, it’s 
sharing your insights with others, it’s informative and transformative.  
The Extravaganza is renewing, educational and connects you with others…then sends you 
home strengthened for the ministry to which you have been called. 
 
Kristine and Rachel will be attending General Sessions, Workshops, Intensive Care 
Courses and Learning Tracks.  Please pray over and support this opportunity for them. 
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