
   
Ash Wednesday (February 17) is a solemn day of 
prayer that begins the season of Lent.  On this day we 
may receive the sign of ashes.  This ancient symbol of 
repentance reminds us of our mortality. Returning to 
God’s mercy and grace, marked with the cross of 
Christ, we make our way through Lent, longing for the 
baptismal waters of Easter, our spiritual rebirth. 
                From Lent and the Three Days,  
               Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 
 
 
Recap of Congregational Annual Meeting  

Jan 17, 2021 
 
There were 89 + voting 
members in attendance either 
virtually via Zoom or on a 

phone connection (quorum was 60).   
President Kevin Benson presided from the sanctuary. 
 
Slate of Officers for 2021 was duly elected.  They are:   
President – Gary Holmseth 
Past Pres – Kevin Benson 
Vice President – Michele Stewart 
Secretary – Lisa Kittleson 
Treasurer – Andrew Noll 
Paula Kabe (2021) 
Brian Kokos (2022) 
David Pirsig (2023) 
 
Endowment Committee includes Jack Heinitz and 
Justine Hougen.  St. Luke’s Representative is Mary 
Erichsrud. 
 
Financial Report was given by Donna Perryman, 
Office Administrator.  In 2020, the line of credit was 
paid in full.  The loan for the screens/projector project 
was paid in full.  We have no debt at this time. 
Trinity received $33,724 from the Paycheck 
Protection Program in April.  Funds were used for  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
staff salaries and utilities.  The loan was completely 
forgiven on November 2, 2020.   
Trinity received $3000 from the Faribault County 
CARES Act.  Funds were used for utilities, purchase 
of masks for those who sang on Dec 6th Music Sunday 
and for a software program to assist with online 
worship videos. 
Thank you to everyone who continues to support 
Trinity financially by mailing or dropping off their 
contributions and for those who give electronically! 
 
Pastor Jeanette’s report focused on how we were able 
to welcome, empower and serve in 2020 even in the 
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Newly-elected President Gary Holmseth presented the 
budget.  Total budget is $373,093 which is actually 
LESS than 2020.  This takes into account that our 
operating and maintenance expenses are lower due to 
less use of the building, reduced expense for the 
Release Time bus, and reduced budget for 
Worship/Art/Music related to changes of how we are 
worshipping. 
There was a slight increase in mission support to and 
through the SE MN Synod. 
The 2021 budget was approved with an allowance for 
10% overage. 
 
Congregation approved the following resolution 
reference an Intern:  “The Trinity Lutheran Church 
Council is authorized to move forward with an 
internship program for 2021 after assessing specifics 
of prospective candidates and operating within the 
congregation’s budget guidelines.”   
We will continue to seek a candidate for a Youth 
Coordinator at 75% time (30 hours per week). 
 
Complete copy of minutes is available by request from 
the church office. 
Paper copy of the Annual Report is in the blue cooler 
at Trinity’s front entrance.  Help yourself! 
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empower and serve others.” 
 



  
 
Council President Gary Holmseth 
 
 

I have been a member of Trinity for 35 years.  My 
wife Dar and I have been married for 34 years and we 
have two sons, Grant, 31, and Riley, 27. Dar and I 
have worked as educators in the Blue Earth Area 
school for many years. As members of Trinity we 
have seen many changes over the years but one 
constant has been how welcoming our congregation is 
to everyone!  
 
The pandemic has made “normal” church a challenge. 
In March, our council created a COVID-19 Task 
Force to help guide us with balancing safety with our 
desire to worship together. I believe Pastor Jeanette, 
Donna, and Rachel have worked incredibly hard and 
certainly have performed duties they never thought 
imaginable. Though church services are certainly not 
normal, our staff is creative with delivering many 
different opportunities to worship and serve the Lord. 
 
Unique ways Trinity served our members in 2020: 
 Provided online worship each week beginning 

March 18, 2020 through the present 
 Hosted several in-person services at the high 

school parking lot and at the fairgrounds 
 Encouraged participation by providing many 

opportunities for worship including in person at 
the fairgrounds; live FM transmitter in your car; 
online link shared on social media and the 
betrinity.com website; and televised on Bevcomm 
Wednesdays at 11:00 am and 4:00 pm 

 Increased publication of the Trumpet newsletter 
from monthly to bi-monthly 

 Held a pre-school family event at Putnam Park in 
April 

 Hosted a special Christmas Eve drive-through 
event  

 Arranged a Trinity book study  
 Hosted Saturday morning Trinity parking lot 

gatherings in October called TLC (Tender Loving 
Care) - held to give members a chance to connect 
with others during the pandemic 

 Other statistics - We had 5 baptisms,                        
8 funerals, 9 confirmands, and 15 new members 

 
I am very excited to welcome our new council 
members:  vice president Michelle Stewart, treasurer 

Andrew Noll and at-large member Dave Pirsig.  Both 
Michelle and Dave are long-time members and 
Andrew has recently joined Trinity. 
 
The year 2020 was about adaptation. I believe God 
has a plan for us and we will continue to do His work 
and come back strong.  
 

     
Annual Meeting and Staff Update 
 
In regards to the internship resolution 
brought forth and passed during our 
annual meeting: 

-Trinity has been noted as a healthy congregation and 
was approached to consider assisting as an internship 
site for seminary students, especially for some with 
special circumstances (geographical restrictions and 
specific time elements to their internship). 
 
-We are continuing to search for a ¾ time youth 
director.  An intern who has job experience as a youth 
director may be able to assist us in some ways with 
our youth ministry while we assist the larger church in 
training a pastor. 
 
-Council has received information on an intern who 
may be able to join us soon!  Please let us know if you 
would like more information or have any questions 
about this opportunity for our congregation!  
                                               Pastor Jeanette Bidne 
 

Online worship services will 
continue to be pre-recorded for every 
Sunday.  
 The link will be available on 

Trinity’s website (Betrinity.com) and on 
our Facebook page – Trinity Lutheran Church Blue 
Earth.   
Pre-recorded worship is shown on Bevcomm’s 
Channel 7 on Wednesdays at 11:00 and 4:00. 

 
      Ash Wednesday, Feb 17 
“Ashes To Go” by driving through 
Trinity’s Parking Lot 
4:30 – 6:30 p.m.  Tune your radio     
to 90.3 FM for scripture readings. All 

are welcome! 
There will also be an online Ash Wednesday worship. 
 
Sunday, February 21:  Another drive through Trinity’s 
Parking Lot to receive communion elements and/or a 
blessing.   9:30 – 11:00 a.m.     All are welcome! 



Where will you go when it is easier 
to travel?  This past summer, my 
husband Dan and I cancelled a trip 
to Glacier National Park.  Now we 
have travel credits waiting to be 

used and chat about when and where we would use 
them.  I envision each of us has places we plan or 
perhaps just dream to go.  Some of us reminisce about 
places we’ve been.  Many of us will do some traveling 
when it is safer and it makes me wonder about how 
this pandemic will impact us as a faith community in 
the future.  At this time last year, we were in the midst 
of planning Lenten services, soup suppers, and 
preparing to sing Holden Evening Prayer, one of this 
congregation’s favorites, each week.  Little did we 
know we would not finish the Lent and Easter season 
in-person and we would enter into one of the most 
challenging times many of us have seen. 
 
Now we know a few things we did not know before, 
such as how to put together an online service, how to 
record a group prayer even if you aren’t together, how 
to channel a service through a radio station with a 
transmitter.  These actions have helped lower risk in 
our community but I don’t think some of them are just 
for “Covid-time.”  I envision, people will be looking 
for ways to integrate faith practices into their lives 
whether home or away, in-person or remote after this 
pandemic is (finally!) over. 
 
Folks will travel and join in worship remotely.  Folks 
will still have times when they are unable to make it to 
a particular service or meeting yet perhaps join in 
online or connect in another way. People will still 
enjoy ways to connect with God within their home 
whatever their lives may look like post pandemic.  
How could what we are doing in this time prepare us 
for the hybrid church we may be after the pandemic?  
What have you learned about your faith life in this 
time?  What unique opportunities have you had which 
you will carry into the future?   
 
Lent is a special time for Trinity and although it will 
look different this year in a variety of ways I invite 
you to an intentional Lent where you can explore what 
God may wish for you to learn.  Perhaps travel with 
God and not have to worry about any travel credits at 
all. 
                United in Christ,    Pastor Jeanette 
 
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do 
you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert. –   Isaiah 43:19 

Covid-19 Task Force 
On Monday, January 25th, our Covid-Task Force met 
and discerned the need to still continue worship online 
through the month of February.  Although many 
numbers have improved since November and 
December, we have not yet returned to the numbers 
we had in October and before.   We plan to reconvene 
at the end of February to reassess. 
 
Currently: 
 -Minnesota Department of Health guidance 

strongly encourages virtual services at this time 
per the updated Stay Safe MN plan beginning 
January 10th.  

 -We will resume in-person worship services if the 
positivity rate of Faribault County trends below 
7% positivity for four weeks.  As of this writing 
our county is at 7.4% positivity rate and trending 
down.  Anything above 5% is noted as concerning 
by MDH. 

 -Once we start to see our county go below 7% 
positivity for a few weeks we can set a date for in-
person services and gather the volunteers 
necessary for in-person worship in the midst of 
Covid (e.g. check-in people, communion set-up, 
additional ushers, tech set-up for overflow caused 
by social distancing).   

 -Small group use and rites within the building will 
be discerned on case by case basis 

 
Please feel free to be in touch with the Covid-19 Task 
Force or Trinity Council with any questions, thoughts 
or concerns you may have. 
 
Covid Task Force is:  Council President Gary 
Holmseth, Vice President Michele Stewart,            
Past President Kevin Benson, Secretary Lisa 
Kittleson; Sue Olson, Ann Crofton, Raina Juba and 
Staff – Pastor Jeanette, Donna Perryman, Rachel 
Kienitz and Sheila Hanke. 
 

Trinity has received thank you notes from 
the following: 

Faribault County Food Shelf:  Thank you for 
your gifts of money and food throughout the 2020.  
 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Care Center:  Thank you for your 
most generous support of our “Ministry of Gentle 
Service” here at St. Luke’s.  We treasure your 
partnership in caring for and meeting the emotional 
and spiritual needs.  Your donation makes such a 
profoundly positive impact in the lives of our 
residents.            Pastor Karl Rydholm, Chaplain 



                  
Trinity Lutheran Church Council met January 12th via 
Zoom.   
Affirmation of Baptism was held for Andrew Noll, 
welcoming him as a member of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Blue Earth.   
Devotions, ‘God Showing Up’ stories and discussion 
of the final chapter of We Will Feast was held. 
 
Financial report:  We closed the year quite strong 
considering the drastic changes in the way we do 
ministry at this time. We are up-to-date on Synod 
support and budgeted items. Checks were written for 
all of the $3000 from Faribault County CARES Act. 
TLCW distributed $835 to St. Luke’s for new dining 
room table settings, Synod Missions, and the WELCA 
Thank Offering. 
The stained glass windows that had been stored in The 
Cave (off the Gathering Space) at Trinity have been 
removed and taken to Sleepy Eye Glass. 
Confirmed the Annual Congregational Meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday, January 17, 2021 at 10:30 am 
via Zoom or phone. 
 
Discussed having an Internship at Trinity. Trinity 
would provide this person with a monthly stipend of 
$1800, housing or a housing stipend, continuing 
education funds, and travel reimbursements. This 
position would run from the end of January into 
August, 2021.  Resolution to be presented at the 
Annual Meeting reads:  “The Trinity Lutheran Church 
Council is authorized to move forward with an 
internship program after assessing specifics of 
prospective candidates and operating within the 
congregation’s budget guidelines.” 
 
Wells Fargo Bank, Blue Earth, is closing its building.  
Safe Deposit Box has been emptied.  Items have been 
inventoried and are in a secure location at Trinity. 
After discussion, motion was approved to change the 
Wells Fargo accounts to First Bank. 
(NOTE:  We are not closing the Wells Fargo account 
at this time as we work on the logistics of electronic 
deposits, correct account coding in the church 
database, etc.  Currently, offering deposits will still be 
made at their ATM machine.  Updates will be 
included in future newsletters.) 
 

Slate of Officers was approved for voting the Annual 
Meeting. 
 
Have had two people submit their resume for the 
Youth Coordinator (75% time) position, but both have 
withdrawn their applications.  There will be another 
‘push’ of advertising for this position. 
 
Drive-through luminary event on Christmas Eve in 
partnership with the Presbyterian Church was a great 
success.  Over 170 received communion elements or a 
blessing.  
 
Pastor Jeanette is looking into a collaboration with 
other congregations in the Blue Earth River 
Conference for the Sundays in Lent.  
 
Rachel reported that the Youth and Youth Gathering 
Committee members put together 91 care kits for 
youth and delivered them before Christmas. 
She will be participating in a virtual Extravaganza 
Feb 4-6.  This is for planning the National Youth 
Gathering to be held in Minneapolis in 2022. 
 
Sheila reported about the Snowflake project.  Trinity 
children and others are encouraged to make a paper 
snowflake that will be displayed in Trinity windows.  
She is working on ‘Goosechase’, an online scavenger 
hunt focused on Lent and relationship building. 
 
Kevin reported that Trinity will be receiving funds 
from an estate that is designated for Mission account. 
 
Complete copy of minutes is available by contacting 
the church office 526-3463. 
                                       
A coloring page with the word ‘Alleluia’ is included 
in this newsletter.  You are 
invited to color and ‘hide’ the 
Alleluia during the season of 
Lent.  You are welcome to 
hide it in your home or send it/drop it off at Trinity for 
use in the celebration of Easter on April 4th.  Another 
‘alleluia’ coloring page will be included in the March 
issue of the Trumpet newsletter. 

    
February 17 Ashes To Go in Trinity’s 
Parking Lot from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.  
Tune your vehicle radio to 90.3 FM, 
drive through the parking lot and 
receive ashes.  Communion and 
blessing will also be offered.  There 
will be online Ash Wednesday service. 



  Listed below are birthdays of 
members in the church active data 
base.  If there is an addition or 
correction, please call the church 
office (526-3463). 
 
February 1 – Bohn Oelke 
    Dwight Olson, Kayden Omland 
 3 – Benjamin Backstrom, 
       Kevin Skaare 

 4 – Greta Dahlberg 
 5 – Randy Anderson, Sophia Rotterman,  
       Michele Stindtman 
 6 – Kory Dikken, Merideth Hagedorn 
 7 – Raina Juba 
 9 – Rick Dickman, Harper Stine  
10 – Wiletha Eckhardt, Don Mensing,  
        Josh Nuessmeier 
11 – Karré Skaare 
12 – Dar Holmseth, Suzie Olsen, Karleigh Wolff 
13 – Marshal Bartels 
14 – Krista Blair-Kriener, Brian Kokos, Connie Shure  
15 – Sydney Blagg 
16 – Jim Brooks 
17 – Beth Engeseth 
18 – Ryan Foster, Steve Frederickson, Kaitlin 
        Johnson, Clair Nassen 
19 – Sidney Blair, Karter Foster, Sue Frederickson,   
        Joni Klinder, David Olson 
20 – Maggie Nagel             
21 – Josh Crofton, Whitney Foster, Rhonda Keister,  
        Julie Krosch, Brett Loge 
22 – Kim Jacobson, Justin Skaden 
23 – Ryan Berndt, Chad Blagg, Michelle Meyers 
24 – Jason Lee, Jean Redman, Jody Wirtjes 
25 – Randy Kuechenmeister 
26 – Dennis Ruser 
27 – Julie Blagg, Tyler Stindtman 
28 – Randy Frandle, Jolane Levenhagen,  
        Gabriela Weerts 
29 – Jim Erdahl, Hudson Zierke 
 
 

Thrivent Action Team  
T-Shirts! 
 

Trinity has accumulated quite a selection of Thrivent 
T-shirts.  They are looking for a home and could be 
used as pajamas or ‘paint’ shirts, etc.  Youth and 
Adult sizes are available.  Various colors. 
If you have questions, contact the church office.  Call 
526-3463 to schedule a time to go ‘shopping.’   
 

 
 
Confirmation Class Schedule 
 
 

Confirmation students will continue to meet with their 
mentors.  Feb   3 – Office of the Keys – 8th Grade 
     Feb 10 – Office of the Keys – 7th Grade 
 
Feb 17 – Ash Wednesday Service / Confession 
Feb 24 – Lenten Service / Baptism 
Mar 3 – Lenten Service / Communion 
Mar 10 – Lenten Service / Morning and Evening 
    Blessings 
Mar 17 – Lenten Service / Overview of Apostles’ 
    Creed 
Mar 24 – Lenten Service / Overview of Lord’s Prayer 
Apr 1 – Maundy Thursday Service 
Apr 2 – Good Friday Service 
 

 
Lent Madness is here!!! 
NCAA March Madness meets 
Lent and Saintly Inspiration! 
 
Determine your bracket winners 
from 32 inspiring women and 
men, both known and unknown.  
 

Excerpt from the Guide written by Lent Madness 
Supreme Executive Committee Tim Schenck and 
Scott Gunn and the Company of Celebrity Bloggers:  
‘The entire notion of saints “competing” with one 
another is absurd—each one of them has already 
received his or her “golden halo.”  As long as people 
are learning and having fun in the process, the 
eventual outcome is wholly irrelevant.”    
With a $5 donation to the Faribault County Food 
Shelf, you can receive the 2021 Saintly Scorecard 
Guide.  Brackets are to be submitted to Rachel Kienitz 
by February 15th.  Contact the church office 526-3463 
to receive your Saintly Scorecard 2021 Guide. 

 
 
2020 Contribution Statements 
 
Will be mailed soon.  If you 
haven’t received your statement 

by Feb 15th, contact the church office (526-3463). 
 
   New offering envelope packets were NOT ordered 
for 2021.  If you would like to receive a packet, call 
the church office (526-3463). 



Are you ready for some action 
and friendly competition?    
Are you ready to prepare your 
heart and mind for Lent?   
 

Christian Education is excited to launch an online 
family game that will be a fun way to learn about Lent 
in a safe, socially distanced manner.  Will your 
family/pod/team be the top team?  The winning family 
will be featured in the Trumpet newsletter and receive 
the book "Journey to Easter:  A Play and Learn 
Book".   
 
GooseChase is a fun, interactive scavenger hunt for 
anyone with a smartphone.  Participation and the app 
are FREE. The beauty of GooseChase is found in the 
real-time uploads and points tracker.  Within 
the Mission List, you can see how many questions 
there are and what values have been assigned.  Who 
will have the highest point total in the allotted time?  
There are real-time uploads and points tracker.  
I will be monitoring the game from "home base" and 
watching the activities.  As submissions roll in, I will 
be sharing these images on the children/youth 
Facebook page. TLC Renewal (name of the 
GooseChase game) will be launched on February 3rd 
and run through February 24th.  Each Sunday 
additional missions will be released.  Completing a 
mission helps to earn points and move your team up 
on the leaderboard. Gather your team and get ready to 
have fun!  
 
Participants can join the game by following these 
simple steps: 1. Download the GooseChase iOS or 
Android app. 2. Choose to play as a guest, or register 
for a personal account with a username & password of 
your choice. 3. Search for and select the TLC Renewal 
game, or search by game code VJMRPX. 4. Follow 
the prompts to select or create a team. 5.  Begin 
earning points. 
 
Give this new family activity a go!  I promise that it 
will not disappoint!   
 

Registrations Open for Summer 
Bible Camps 
 
Most camps are planning as if there 

will be in-person camp this summer – knowing there 
may be changes due to the pandemic. 
It may be snowing outside but thoughts are turning 
toward summer.  Are you ready for a fun summer 
camp at Ingham Okoboji, Good Earth Village or 

Green Lake Lutheran Ministries?  Are you ready to be 
with friends and learn about Jesus?  If so, be sure go 
to the Camp website to register by March 1st for 
your student discount.   
Trinity will supplement registration fees.  A full week 
camp will be $100.  A three-day camp will be $75.  
You will be reimbursed after the child has attended 
the camp session. 
                Sheila Hanke, Education Coordinator  
                                  Birth – 5th Grade 
 

Blue Earth River Conference 
Assembly – February 21 
    The B E R C is comprised of the 
ELCA congregations in Faribault and 

Freeborn Counties.  The business 
meeting will be held virtually, beginning at 1:00 p.m.  
Trinity can have two voting members plus the Pastor 
attend this meeting.  The Conference is taking 
nominations for a lay male and lay female to attend 
the 2022 Churchwide Assembly. 
 
Recycle Aluminum! 
Dale Meckes collects aluminum cans and 16 oz plastic 
bottles.  Proceeds from recycling go toward his goal 
of fundraising for Faribault County Relay for Life. 
Call him if you want to donate your pop cans or 
bottles.    526-3007 
 
 

Office Hours are Monday – Thursday 
                8:30 - Noon 
Emails and voice messages will be 
responded to within 24 hours 
 

Church Office e-mail   trinity@bevcomm.net 
507-526-3463 

Website:  betrinity.com 
Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth 

Instagram:  Trinity_BE_Youth 
Milestones:  Tlcmilestones@gmail.com 

 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne     507-339-1178 
prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
 
Rachel Kienitz - Ministry Support Staff 
Tlcministry235@gmail.com 
 
Sheila Hanke – Education Coordinator 
ecfeTLC@gmail.com 
 
Donna Perryman – Office Administrator 
trinity@bevcomm.net 


