
      
The word “epiphany” comes from 
the Greek word “ἐπιφάνεια,” 
meaning “appearance” or 
“showing forth.” It names the day 
that the church tells Matthew’s 
story of the magi from foreign 
lands who follow the light of the 
star and thus see Jesus as Christ. 
 

 
 
Recap of Congregational 
Annual Meeting Jan 19, 2020 
There were 64 voting members in 
attendance (quorum was 62).  
President Marc Meier highlighted 
the success stories that were 
shared during Council meetings. 
Rev. Dr. Jeanette Bidne gave a 
pictorial report using the new 
screens in the sanctuary. 
 
Slate of Officers for 2020 was 
duly elected.  They are:   
President – Kevin Benson 
Past Pres – Marc Meier 
Vice President – Gary Holmseth 
Secretary – Lisa Kittleson 
Treasurer – Janet Montgomery 
Bill Redman (2020) 
Paula Kabe (2021) 
Brian Kokos (2022) 
 
Newly elected President Benson 
presented the 2020 budget.  The 
salary of the Children/Youth & 
Family position remained the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
same.  That is an unknown going 
into this calendar year.  A motion 
was made/seconded/carried to 
accept the proposed budget of 
$383,035. 
 
It was noted that the loan for the 
boiler/AHU replacement was 
paid off in 2019.  A loan of 
$23,000 was secured for the 
screens & projectors project.  
Balance on that loan is at $7794. 
There is still a balance of $9732 
on the Line of Credit. 
 
Extra copies of the Annual 
Report are available in the office.  
 
 

 
        Do you see sunshine 
             in your home? 
 
I love having the shades open in 
the winter and allowing bright 
sunshine to come in.  The 
sunshine seems to make winter 
more bearable.  Recently, I read a 
quote from St. Bernardine of 
Siena (an Italian Franciscan 
priest who died in 1444) about 
windows.  To paraphrase the 
preacher and missionary, he 
notes that God’s sunlight shines 
on all windows but some are 
more open to let it in.  
Continuing with that metaphor, 
there are ways that we can 
continue to open ourselves up to 
the light that God gives through  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christ.  No matter who we are or 
what our life looks like we can 
connect to our God and feel 
connected.   
 
You will read in this newsletter 
about Lenten Madness, an 
opportunity to learn about great 
teachers of faith throughout the 
Church’s history.  God gives us 
many ways to make ourselves and 
our lives more open to God’s light 
and presence, through the people 
we encounter and through ways of 
connection.  This Lent, we will be 
learning about the various ways 
the people of God have throughout 
the centuries connected to their 
God, opened their windows in a 
sense to let God’s light shine more 
fully through them.   
Many times these ways are called 
disciplines and the list is 
extensive.  We will be learning 
about several of the following 
during Lent: meditation, prayer, 
fasting, study, simplicity, solitude, 
submission, service, confession, 
worship, guidance, and 
celebration.  
If you would like to learn more,    
I would encourage you to check 
out Richard J. Foster’s 
Celebration of Discipline or 
Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred 
Practices for Everyday Life by 
Tish Harrison Warren. 
 
May our journey through Lent be 
a way for you to see and feel 
God’s light in your life. 
 
United in Christ, 
Pastor Jeanette 
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GLAD YOU ASKED! 
When are we going to hire a new 
youth director? 
 
Children, youth, and families are 
important at Trinity and our 
ministries connected to them are 
one of Trinity’s strengths.  
Relationships are also important.  
In order to fill the position of 
Director of Children, Youth, and 
Family well in the years ahead, 
Trinity needs to enter into a 
process of assessing what gifts are 
needed now and in the future to 
care for this part of our ministry.  
Many things have changed for 
Trinity and for our youth over the 
years. 
 
It is often quoted to pastors that 
the average stay of a youth 
director is about 18 months.   
Burnout, unrealistic expectations, 
and the intensity of the work make 
these positions often difficult to 
fill.  We had the blessing of 15 
years of guidance under the same 
person.  It would not be fair to our 
young people or this congregation 
to fill the position quickly, just to 
have it open again soon.  Trinity 
leadership wishes to go through 
this process thoroughly so that we 
know what gifts we are looking 
for, what personality fits the 
young people connected to our 
programs, and to ensure there is 
space after Kim’s departure to 
welcome someone new well. 
 
Our first step, is having our 
council meet with a synod 
representative in February who 
can share with us what youth 
ministry looks like for churches 
similar to Trinity.   Information 
about compensation, whether 
churches have one or more 
positions to complete this work, 
what type of training would be 
most helpful for the ministry we 
have at Trinity, and what we can 

expect as we put together a task 
force and job description, are 
topics we plan to discuss.  We 
will bring what we learn in this 
meeting to you as a congregation 
and will also be in conversation 
with our youth for their input in 
the midst of this process. 
We seek not only to care for the 
ministries that are happening 
now but also think about what 
gifts we may need in this 
position/s in the years ahead so 
children, youth, and family 
ministries will continue to be a 
gift to those in our community. 
 
Thank you for your continued 
prayers and work as we go 
through this process. 
 
(Check out the youth page for 
more details about volunteers 
who are taking leadership roles 
during this transition.) 
 

          
Worship Tech Assistant Training 
was held January 30th.  
Additional dates for Worship 
Tech Assistants will be  
February 10th @ 6:30 pm and 
February 18th at 10:30 am. 
Worship Tech Presentation and 
Creation Training will be 
February 10th at 10:30 am and 
February 18th at 5:30 pm. 
 

 
February 2 
9:45 
Gathering 
Space 

There are several families who 
have shown interest in becoming 
members of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Blue Earth. A new 

member orientation will be held 
on Sunday, February 2 at 9:45 
a.m. in the Gathering Space 
(basement level).   
Current Trinity members are also 
welcome at the table(s) – to 
introduce yourself and join in the 
informal conversation! 
 
 

     
 
    In Memory of H. Chilstrom 
Herbert W. Chilstrom, 88, the first 
presiding bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), died January 19 
at his home in Green Valley, 
Arizona.  He was born in 
Litchfield, Minnesota on  
October 18, 1931. 
Pastor Chilstrom served Lutheran 
congregations in Pelican Rapids, 
Elizabeth and St. Peter. 
He was professor and dean at 
Luther College, Teaneck, New 
Jersey, from 1962-1970.  In 1976, 
he was elected bishop of the 
Minnesota Synod of the Lutheran 
Church in America (LCA).  At the 
1987 merger that created the 5.2 
million member ELCA, he was 
elected the first presiding bishop. 
Chilstrom served on numerous 
boards of directors, including vice 
president of the Lutheran World 
Federation, Geneva, Switzerland; 
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, 
Minnesota; Lutheran Social 
Service of Minnesota; Gustavus 
Adolphus College, St. Peter, 
Minnesota; the National Council 
of Churches and others. 
He is survived by his wife of 65 
years, Corinne, also a Lutheran 
pastor, a daughter in Mesa and a 
son in Baltimore.   
 
Full obituary is available in the 
church office. 
 
 



BINGO Party for 
Elm Homes 

residents on 
February 8 
1:00 – 2:30 

 
 
Creative Friends will host a 
BINGO party for the Elm Homes 
residents, using Trinity’s 
Gathering Space.  
We will serve snacks and award 
prizes to create a fun event for 
everyone involved. It will be 
February 8th from 1:00 - 2:30. 
This event is foundered through a 
Thrivent Action Team. Come join 
us for the fun. If you have 
questions, contact Kay Bogan  
 
 

 
Trinity Lutheran Church Council 
met January 14, 2020 with 
President Marc Meier presiding. 
Success stories this month 
included the visit by Bishop 
Regina Hassanally, and the great 
response to the photos for the 
pictorial directory. 
Financial reports were given. 
August and September synod 
payments were paid in December. 
October and November Synod 
commitment payments were made 
January 7th.  WAM approved 
paying the music directors for the 
first half of their year. The other 
half will be paid in June. The 
balance on the loan for screens 
and projectors is $7,794. The 
balance on the line of credit at 
Wells Fargo Bank is $9732. 
TLCW distributed funds from 
their account to various causes at 
the end of the year. 
Approved Anderson Electric to 
install 3 LED light fixtures on the 

east side of the Gathering Place 
where the podium now stands. 
A “deep cleaning” of the church 
will take place the week of 
January 27-31.  
Technology - There will be two 
trainings related to the use of 
screens and projectors. One is for 
those who volunteered to help 
with service usage and one for 
those interested in creating the 
presentations 
Kim Jacobson asked the 
committee about the possibility 
of purchasing the laptop she has 
been using.  Motion was made 
that Kim has the option to buy 
the computer she has been using 
for $200, pending the removal 
and cleaning of the laptop.  
Decision to be made by February 
1, 2020. 
The Annual Meeting will take 
place January 19 at 9:45 am in 
the sanctuary. 
On Sunday, February 23, the 
Church Council will be meeting 
with a synod representative about 
our open position in Education 
and Youth ministry.  Discussion 
will include the possibilities for 
our future and how we should 
begin the process. In the interim, 
Lisa Kittleson will help 
coordinate the areas of Education 
and Youth. 
Pastor Jeanette presented 
information on a program for 
pastors’ continuing education 
offered through Gustavus 
Adolphus College.  
President Meier thanked Kim 
Jacobson for her 15 years of 
service to Trinity. Marc and the 
Council wished her well on her 
next ventures.  
Marc also thanked those going 
off Council: Lori Maher, Nate 
Eitzmann and Theresa Eckles. 
 
Complete copy of minutes are on the 
bookshelf by the office. 
 

      
Trinity's Book Club welcomes 
participants who are "regulars" as 
well as those who want to come to 
a discussion of a particular book. 
We would love to have you join 
us, and invite a friend!  
Two discussion groups are held 
each month on the same day 
discussing the same book:  
2:00 in the church (usually in the 
Gathering Space) and 7:00 at the 
home of Terri Hanson, 521 S. 
Galbraith, Blue Earth. 
We are interested in hearing from 
those who might want to suggest 
books for future discussions. You 
can volunteer to lead discussion if 
you would like. Lisa Kittleson 
orders copies of the books to 
borrow from the Blue Earth Public 
Library.  
The schedule for the next few 
months is: February 24 - Scoop by 
Jeff Miller, March 23 - We Fed an 
Island by Jose Andres, April 27 - 
Educated by Tara Westover, and 
May 18 - Dear Church by Lenny 
Duncan. 
Copies of most of the books we 
have already read can be found in 
the church library. Questions: call 
Terri at 701-527-0611. 
 
 
Quilting – Thursdays at 1:00  
Quilting is on 
Thursdays at 1:00 pm 
in the quilting room.  
Plan to meet weekly 
on Thursdays during 
February and March.   Every- one 
is welcome, no sewing experience 
required!   
Great fellowship, great food, great 
fun!  Come and join us. 
 
 



 
Nursery – 6th Grade students sing 
on February 9th during the 10:45 
worship.  We will also be using 
the screens during the entire 
worship service.  
Nursery – 6th Grade will sing 
March 22 and April 26 during the 
10:45 worship service. 
March 22 will be youth-led 
worship during both 8:30 and 
10:45 services. 
All are welcome! 
 

 
 
Ash Wednesday 
is Feb 26 
Worship at  
7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
Lent Madness is coming!!! 
NCAA March Madness meets 
Lent and Saintly Inspiration! 
 
The Trinity Council has been 
reading The Digital Cathedral by 
Keith Anderson this past year.   
In one of the chapters, Faith 
Formation: Visual, Immersive and 
experiential; Lent Madness is an 
example of learning through social 
engagement and play, through the 
use of digital technology. 
 
Embark on a Lenten Devotional 
journey, learning about Saints: 
men and women who have 
inspired generations of Christians. 
32 Saints will match-up in a 
tournament-style, single 
elimination bracket. Pairings are 
voted on for only 24 hours, and 
people vote, online, for their 
favorite saints. 
Get your Lent Madness Booklet 
for $5.00; do your research; turn 
in a bracket by Ash Wednesday. 

The Winner receives a Golden 
Halo Winner Mug! 
All proceeds will be donated to 
the Blue Earth Food Shelf! 
https://www.lentmadness.org/ 
 

Food Shelf 
Transportation 
Needs 
 

GWOH (God’s Work Our Hands 
Committee) would like to put 
together a list of volunteers who 
would be interested in providing 
transportation to the Food Shelf 
for some of the tenants at the 
Crescent Apartments.  
The Food Shelf is open every 
Tuesday from 5-7 pm. We are 
hoping to do this on the  
4th Tuesday of each month.  
If you could help with 
transportation, please leave your 
name and contact information in 
the church office.  If you would 
like more information, contact 
Sue Olson or Kay Bogan. 
 
 

Blue Earth River 
Conference 
Assembly – 
February 9 

    The B E R C is 
comprised of the ELCA 
congregations in Faribault and 
Freeborn Counties.  The business 
meeting will be held at Grace 
utheran Church in Fairmont.  
Registration begins at 1:30, with 
the business meeting starting at 
2:00 p.m. 
 

 
     Weather Cancellations 
Wondering about Sunday 
Worship or Sunday School if we 
are in a winter weather advisory?  
Please listen to KBEW radio 
(1560 AM) – or check out our 
Facebook page (Trinity Lutheran 

Church Blue Earth) for any 
cancellation announcements. 
If school closes early on 
Wednesday, the Release Time 
afternoon program, Confirmation, 
Handbells and Trinity Choir will 
automatically be cancelled. 

 
 
 
            
February Ushers 
 

Sunday – 8:30 
Mark Mensing Brad Huse 
Jeff Eckles, Corey Survis 
Sunday – 10:45 
Bruce Stensland, Kevin Benson     
Chuck Hunt 
 
Usher Refresher Class will be 
held on Sunday, March 1 at 9:45 
a.m. in the Gathering Space.  
This is for all ushers, including 
those who are ‘head usher’ for 
each month.   We will refresh on 
usher duties, share some thoughts 
about safety, and provide treats!  
Anyone who wishes to usher may 
join us!  
 

 
 
Visiting  
Shut-in 
Members 
 
 

Pastor Jeanette leads a worship 
service at the St. Luke’s Chapel 
the 2nd Monday of each month.  
We have a dedicated group of 
Eucharistic Ministers who make 
monthly visits to those confined to 
their homes.   
If you are or know of a Trinity 
member who is unable to attend 
worship at church and would like 
to be visited by a Trinity member, 
please call Terri Hanson at 701-
527-0611 to be included in the 
visitation schedule. 
 



Recycle 
Aluminum! 
Dale Meckes 
collects 

aluminum cans and 16 oz plastic 
bottles.  Proceeds from recycling 
go toward his goal of fundraising 
for Faribault County Relay for 
Life. Call him if you want to 
donate your pop cans or bottles.    
526-3007 
 

   
  Listed below 
are birthdays of 
members in the 
church active 
data base.  If 
there is an 
addition or 
correction, 
please call the 
church office 

(526-3463). 
 
February 1 – Bohn Oelke 
    Dwight Olson, Kayden   
    Omland 
 3 – Benjamin Backstrom, 
     Kevin Skaare 
 4 – Greta Dahlberg 
 5 – Randy Anderson, Sophia 
    Rotterman, Michele Stindtman 
 6 – Kory Dikken, Merideth  
    Hagedorn 
 7 – Raina Juba 
 9 – Rick Dickman, Harper Stine  
10 – Wiletha Eckhardt, Don 
    Mensing, Josh Nuessmeier 
11 – Karré Skaare 
12 – Dar Holmseth, Suzie Olsen,  
     Karleigh Wolff 
13 – Marshal Bartels 
14 – Krista Blair, Brian Kokos,  
     Joe Strukel 
15 – Sydney Blagg 
16 – Jim Brooks 
17 – Beth Engeseth 
18 – Ryan Foster, Steve    
    Frederickson, Kaitlin 
    Johnson, Kaye Klinksiek, 
    Clair Nassen 
 

19 – Sidney Blair, Sue     
    Frederickson, Joni Klinder, 
    David Olson 
20 – Tyler Eckhardt 
    Maggie Nagel             
21 – Whitney Foster, Rhonda  
    Keister, Julie Krosch,  
    Brett Loge 
22 – Kim Jacobson,  
    Justin Skaden 
23 – Ryan Berndt, Chad Blagg 
    Michelle Meyers 
24 – Jason Lee, Jean Redman,  
    Jody Wirtjes 
25 – Randy Kuechenmeister 
26 – Dennis Ruser 
27 – Julie Blagg,  
    Tyler Stindtman 
28 – Randy Frandle, Jolane 
    Levenhagen, Gabriela Weerts 
29 – Jim Erdahl, Hudson Zierke 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Soup Suppers – 
Opportunities to Serve! 

 
March 22nd – Youth-Led 
Services – ALL STUDENTS 
N/PK through 12th Grade are 
asked to be involved.  
Opportunities for Involvement! 
 
March 27-28, 2020 – 
Southwestern Minnesota Synod 
Sr. High (9-12) Youth Gathering, 
Mankato, MN.  Opportunities for 
personal Faith Growth!   
 
2021 ELCA Youth Gathering!!!  
A planning committee is being 
formed!!  Put it on your calendar!  
June 29-July 3, 2021!! 
Opportunities to SERVE, 
INTERACT and GROW!! 
 
Several opportunities for 
Summer Camp: Green Lake, 
Good Earth Village, Okoboji and 
more!   

 
    
Church Contacts  
  507-526-3463 
   Betrinity.com 
   

Trinity@bevcomm.net 
            
   Pastor Jeanette Bidne 
Prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 

 
Rachel Kienitz 

Ministry Support 
Tlcministry235@gmail.com 

 
Donna Perryman 

Office Administrator 
trinity@bevcomm.net 

 
If you would like to receive your 

Trumpet newsletter electronically, 
just send Donna an email at 

trinity@bevcomm.net 
 
 

 
Like us on 

Facebook at 
Trinity Lutheran 

Church Blue Earth 
 

 

 
May 15 – 16 – Southeast 
Minnesota Synod Assembly  
at the Mayo Civic Center in 
Rochester.  Theme is “Poured Out 
– The Promise of the Holy Spirit 
for All”.  Friday will be an all-day 
program.  Saturday will conclude 
about noon.  Registration fee is 
provided through Trinity’s budget. 
If you are interested in being a 
voting member from Trinity (2 
members can attend as Synod 
voting members) or a guest, please 
contact Kevin Benson or the 
church office. 
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Opportunities for Involvement! 
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 Several opportunities for Summer Camp: Green Lake, Good Earth Village, Okoboji and more!   

 
Below are updates regarding several Children, Youth and Family programs and how we intend to continue these 
programs through the rest of the year.  Also, Trinity Council has a meeting with the synod in February regarding next steps 
for the Director of Children, Youth and Family Position.  We thank you for your flexibility and contributions to these 
ministries at Trinity, through this transition time.   
 
Release Time (Grades K-6) - Wednesday Afternoons following the school schedule.  Release time will continue through the 
school year and volunteers will be assisting with opening and closing devotions and prayers.  If you are interested in sharing a 
prayer or devotion during this time please contact the church office or Lisa Kittleson. 
  
SALSA (Grades 7-8) - Wednesday afternoons 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.  Salsa will continue on Wednesday January 22nd and will be 
led by Rachel Kienitz and other volunteers.  This will include a devotion/reflection time as well as making and eating a meal 
together. 
 
Confirmation (Grades 7-8) - Wednesdays 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Following the school schedule. Elloyce Queensland, Pastor 
Jeanette, and Lisa Kittleson will be leading the charge with confirmation classes through the rest of the year.   
Please note students are expected to attend all Lenten services as those services will be our class time.  Please contact Pastor 
Jeanette with any questions prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.comor via phone call or text at 507-339-1178. 
  
7-Up (Grades 7-12) - Sunday Mornings at 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.  We will have adult volunteers who will be leading 7-Up on a 
rotating basis.  This is a time to continue to grow our faith and talk about topics that are important to those in high school. 
  
High School Youth (Grades 9-12) - In the past has met at 7:30 p.m. in the Youth Room following confirmation class but will 
not be doing so in the next weeks. We currently plan to have monthly events for this age group until a more consistent 
meeting time can be set up. We will also be asking for their input regarding filling the position of Director of Children, 
Youth, and Family in the near future.  
 
We are also beginning to prepare for the 2021 ELCA Youth Gathering, June 29-July 3, 2021.  Students eligible to attend are 
this year’s Grades 8-11.  There is a need for a committee/task force for this event.  Those interested can contact Rachel 
Kienitz at tlcministry235@gmail.com or 507-526-3463. 
  
We ask youth, students and parents to respect the completion of Kim's time at Trinity and be in touch with Pastor Jeanette and 
other Trinity leaders if they need support of a trusting adult in this time or are concerned for another student. 
  
There will be opportunities for our youth to participate in a youth led service March 22, Holy Week Services, and some 
fellowship activities in the near future so please watch your emails, newsletters, and listen for announcements at Trinity. 
  
Peace, 
Pastor Jeanette 
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