
MISSION STATEMENT: 
“As God’s people, we are  
nurtured by word and sacrament  
to welcome, empower and 
serve others.” 
 
    This is the mission statement 
that we have been living into the 
past two years. On Jan 6th we 
welcomed new members.  In 
February, we will have several 
opportunities to Welcome and 
Serve by hosting   1) Blue Earth 
River Conference (BERC) 
Pastor’s Meeting on Feb 7,  
2) BERC Conference Meeting on 
Feb 10, and 3) Blue Earth Area 
Ministerial Meeting on Feb 14. 
The Blue Earth River Conference 
Women of the ELCA will be 
gathering here on April 6th.  See 
the article about items being 
collected for Global Heath 
Ministries. 
    Biographies of the new 
members and more details about 
the above meetings are printed in 
this newsletter. 
 

Blue Earth River 
Conference 
Assembly – 
February 10  

    The B E R C is 
comprised of the ELCA 
congregations in Faribault and 
Freeborn Counties.  The business 
meeting will be held at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Blue Earth. 
 
Election of a Bishop for Southeast 
Minnesota Synod 
   Bishop Steve Delzer has 
announced that he will not be on 
the ballot when the Southeastern 
Minnesota Synod meets May 31-
June 2 in Rochester, Minnesota. 
   The process for calling a new 
bishop (6-year term) has been 
underway since July, 2018.   
This will be an agenda item for the 
Feb 10th business meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   Volunteers will be needed on 
February 10th to assist with 
welcoming guests and directing 
them to the Gathering Place for 
light refreshments and/or to the 
sanctuary for the Conference 
meeting.  Please contact Donna 
in the church office if you are 
available to help. 
   Voters from each congregation 
will vote on the names that have 
been previously submitted to the 
Committee on the Election of a 
Bishop.  Each conference can 
bring up to three names for 
consideration during the  
May 31-June 2 Synod Assembly. 
 
   Blue Earth River Conference 
Pastor’s Meeting will be on    
Feb 7th.  This includes a time of 
coffee/fellowship before a 
worship service and business 
meeting with lunch following. 
    Blue Earth Area Pastors are 
included in the local Ministerial 
Association.  Each church takes a 
turn in hosting their monthly 
meeting.  Trinity will host on  
Feb 14th. 
 

 
     New Members Received 
 
   Trinity welcomed several 
family units on January 6 by 
baptism and Affirmation of 
Faith. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*Peter and Jenna Koenig with 
daughters Deliah and Lauren.  
Peter is the BEAHS Orchestra 
teacher and has been singing with 
our Senior Choir.  Jenna is a 
Physical Therapist at United 
Hospital District. 
*Ryan and Whitney Foster with 
Kynlee.  Daughter Kennedy will 
be received by baptism this 
Spring.  Whitney is employed at 
First Bank, Blue Earth.  Ryan is 
employed by Blue Earth Light and 
Water. 
*Krista Blair with son Caelan 
Sanders.  Daughter Maddison 
Dulac is currently in the 
Confirmation class.  Caelan 
attends BEAHS and is actively 
involved in several sports.  Krista 
is employed at Compeer (formerly 
AgStar). 
*Martin Kriener comes from the 
St Lucas, Iowa, area.  He is 
employed at Compeer. 
*Kim Jacobson has been on staff 
as Director of Children/Youth 
Ministries.  Kim has deep roots in 
the Bricelyn area. 
   Please introduce yourself to 
these new members! 
 
    
     
 
      
 
 
 
              Mission Meal –  
           HOLY  HOTDISH 
   Sunday, February 24 at Noon 
This year the annual Mission 
Meal will be served family style. 
After the meal there will be an 
opportunity for some family board 
games and other surprises. 
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Recap of Congregational 
Annual Meeting Jan 20, 2019 
 
   Council Leadership for 2019 
unanimously elected at the Annual 
Congregational Meeting: 
President – Marc Meier 
Past Pres – Nate Eitzmann 
Vice President – Kevin Benson 
Secretary – Lisa Kittleson 
Treasurer – Lori Maher 
Financial Sec’y – Jerry Sonich 
Theresa Eckles (2019) 
Bill Redman (2020) 
Paula Kabe (2021) 
 
   Marc provided a timeline of the 
creation of the Ministry Support 
position.  Discussion of this 
position began with Interim Pastor 
Paul Meierding.  In fall of 2017 
the job description was narrowed 
down to a ½ time trial position.  
After advertising, an offer of that 
position was made to Rachel 
Kienitz with a starting date of  
July 1, 2018.  The Personnel 
Committee met with all staff 
members this fall.  It was 
determined by the committee that 
it should be a full time position. 
   The 2019 budget was adopted 
with an allowance for 10% 
overage. 
   Discussion was held on the 
purchase and installation of 
screens and projectors in our 
sanctuary.  Rachel Kienitz 
provided a recap of the project, 
pointing out that the integrity of 
the sanctuary would be 
maintained.  After questions and 
discussion, a majority voice vote 
was in favor of approving a loan 
for up to $50,000 for this project.  
   Extra copies of the Annual 
Report are available in the office.  

 
     Weather Cancellations 
     Wondering about Sunday 
Worship/Sunday School if we are 
in a winter weather advisory?  
Please listen to KBEW for any 
cancellation announcements of 
church and/or Sunday School.   
If Youth Group or Sunday 7Up 
(grades 7-12) is cancelled, Kim 
will post it on Facebook as well 
as an announcement on KBEW 
and KJLY. 
    If school closes early on 
Wednesday, the Release Time 
afternoon program, 
Confirmation, Handbells and 
Senior Choir will automatically 
be cancelled. 

 
 

               
Introducing Council President 

Marc Meier 
 

   The year 2019 has brought 
many changes for all of us.  As a 
church, we now have a full time 
Ministry Support Staff person, a 
fully functioning boiler (that is 
almost paid off), and new visions 
and projects that will develop 
more this year.  Myself, and a 
handful of others, have new roles 
on church council.  I am both 
nervous and excited to chair the 
council this coming year.  We 
have an extraordinary staff and a 
great group of dedicated council 
members who are ready to serve. 
 
   I want to thank our outgoing 
council members Renee Beattie, 
Ruthy Johnson, Diane Mensing 
and Sue Olson.  Each one of 
them has played a very valuable 
role on council and in our 
church.  We will be welcoming 

new members to Council at our 
February meeting:  Kevin Benson, 
Paula Kabe, Lisa Kittleson and 
Lori Maher.  Thank you in 
advance for your service and 
commitment to our church family. 
 
   Many of you know me, and I, 
many of you, but I’d like to share 
a little about my family and 
myself.  I grew up in 
Bloomington, MN, attending 
parochial grade school, high 
school and college.  I have worked 
in restaurants my entire career, 
and currently operate Cedar Inn 
Drive In and Car Wash.  My wife, 
Molly, is an RN at UHD Clinic.  
We will be celebrating out Silver 
Anniversary next month.  Our two 
boys, Mason (24) and Matthew 
(20), are both enrolled in college, 
seeking nursing degrees.  They 
both live in St. Peter, and join us 
often for family dinners in 
Mankato.  We joined TLC shortly 
after moving here in 1995, 
because we felt very comfortable 
and welcomed.  This is one of our 
congregation’s strengths that we 
will continue to build upon. 
 
   Over the years, I have enjoyed 
serving our church in many 
different ways.  I have a passion 
for cooking and customer service, 
and have used these while serving 
on Council, and the Youth and 
Elegant Dinner committees.  I 
believe everyone in our church 
family has something to give, or a 
way to serve.  When we use our 
gifts and talents, service is easy 
and fun.   
 
   Thank you for your confidence 
and support for me and for all of 
our council members in this New 
Year.  Stay tuned for council 
updates in future Trumpet issues. 
 
Marc Meier 
TLC Council President 



 
“For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also.” 
           -Matthew 6:21 
 
  What pops into your mind when 
you read the following 
questions… What do you love? 
Who do you love? 
 
   I’m sure we each could come up 
with answers to those two 
questions.  As to what I love? The 
answer to that question is a 
multitude of activities.  I love 
cooking, reading, scrapbooking, 
and playing music.  As to who do 
I love?  There are family, friends, 
and many persons in my life now 
and in the past who I treasure 
dearly.  I am sure there are loved 
ones of yours that come to your 
mind with that second question. 
 
   I recently came across an article 
that asked the question, “Is what 
you love on your to-do list?”  
Each of us knows we can fill our 
days with work, chores, activities, 
and places to go.  This article 
pressed, asking in essence, “Are 
we intentional in ensuring that 
what we love and who we love, 
what gives us passion for life, 
what drives us is part of our 
everyday, day-in and day-out?” 
 
   Last night, at our confirmation 
class, I asked our students to 
describe God without using the 
word “God.”  Words like 
“forgiving”, “loving”, “faithful” 
were shared.  Numerous stories in 
the Bible and from life support 
these words.  The same is true 
with us.  With what and with 
whom we spend our time and 
efforts describes a lot about us.  
As we dive into another year we 

are striving to be a more 
welcoming, connecting, and 
serving congregation.  I invite 
you to be on the lookout for 
opportunities to where we, by our 
actions, can bring these goals 
into being.   
 
   Do you know of a need in the 
community?  
Please share it with the God’s 
Work, Our Hands Committee.   
   Do you know of someone with 
a powerful story of perseverance 
in life or who has been impacted 
by the ministry here?  Please 
share it with our stewardship 
group and worship and music 
committee so we can continue to 
describe where God is active 
among us.   
   Have you read something 
moving and important to your 
faith life?  Please share what 
you’ve read with our council 
members and our Christian 
education group.  Perhaps we can 
get a copy on our shelves in the 
library for anyone who is 
interested.   
 
   As we leap into a new year and 
prepare for a season of 
discipleship forthcoming in Lent, 
I hope that you can take a 
moment and reflect on how you 
would like Trinity to be 
described. You, as the hands and 
feet of Christ and a part of 
Trinity’s community, can 
contribute to bringing those 
words into being.  No matter 
what or who we love we know 
first and foremost that God loves 
us and we are called to welcome, 
empower, and serve.  Now the 
question is, what part will you 
play as a member of this 
community, to do that into the 
year ahead? 
 
United in Christ, Pastor Jeanette 
            

         
            DMIN Diaries 
   Just a quick update on Pastor 
Jeanette’s doctoral work and 
project.   
  
   I am currently writing my thesis 
(nearing the halfway point) and 
have taken some days in the Cities 
to work on my thesis draft.  This 
will be turned in to the Luther 
Seminary in early March for 
professors to read. Three 
professors will then question me 
on my findings and project in 
early April at my thesis 
defense.  All are welcome to my 
thesis defense, tentatively 
scheduled around April 8,9,10 at 
Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN.   
   My thesis is focused on 
relational language and its impact 
in a congregation and how biblical 
preaching can help a congregation 
discover this language anew.  I 
hope to present about my thesis 
findings in the coming months at 
Trinity and with its completion 
graduate from Luther Seminary in 
May.  Thank you for all your 
support as I complete this degree, 
especially at this time of intense 
work to finish and prepare my 
thesis. 
                       Pastor Jeanette   
 
 

Recycle 
Aluminum! 
Dale Meckes 
collects 

aluminum cans and 16 oz plastic 
bottles.  Proceeds from recycling 
go toward his goal of fundraising 
for Relay for Life. Call him if you 
want to donate your pop cans or 
bottles.    526-3007 
 



          
           Technology Tidbits 
 
   THANK YOU!!  Thank you for 
asking questions, learning, 
contributing, and supporting our 
discernment about the Sanctuary 
Technology Project.  With the 
projects approval at the annual 
meeting, the Tech Committee will 
be meeting February 10, between 
services, to go through our next 
steps, including contacting the 
Contractors and moving forward 
with the project installation.  
   Thank you for stretching 
through this with us.  Whether or 
not you voted to approve this 
project, we appreciate your 
reflection on this opportunity and 
your support as we implement it.  
We look forward to how it may 
assist members of this 
congregation! 
   Other items on the Tech Agenda 
will include TV/DVD Combo’s 
for Classrooms, Wireless mics, 
and recycling of old media 
equipment. 

 
 
 
 
 
TLC WELCA -- Trinity Lutheran 
Church Women of the ELCA) 
In-Kinds Gifts for Blue Earth 
River Conference 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
April 6, 2019 
 
   On Saturday morning, April 6, 
the Blue Earth River Conference 
of our WELCA will be held from 
8:00-11:30 at Trinity. You will 
receive more information about 
that morning in the March 

Trumpet. I would like to take this 
time to explain about the in-kind 
offerings of that day.  
 
   For the past 6 years, we have 
put together Health Care Kits for 
Lutheran World Relief during the 
season of Lent. This year we will 
vary that by collecting items for 
Global Health Ministries in the 
form of Newborn Kits, Hospice 
Kits, and Rolled Bandages 
during February and March. 
  We would like to have them 
ready to include in the in-kind 
offering for April 6. There will 
be sheets of information on how 
to gather and assemble these kits 
at the back of the church. Would 
your family consider putting one 
of these kits together? If you are 
able to get the items, we can pack 
the kits. If you are a Thrivent 
member, I think one Action 
Team could be done for 
Newborn Kits and one Action 
Team for Hospice Kits. Rolled 
Bandages are done with white 
50-100 % cotton used sheets. 
Please contact Mary Erichsrud or 
Marlene Hanson if you are 
willing to put together a Thrivent 
Action Team. 
 
   The mission of Global Health 
Ministries is:  We continue the 
holistic ministry of Jesus Christ 
by partnering with Lutheran 
efforts to globally enhance and 
sustain the health and well-being 
of those served.  Read more 
about Global Health Ministries at 
www.ghm.org. 
     TLC WELCA Stewardship 
 
Quilting – Thursdays at 1:00  
     If you would 
like to be part of 
the ‘hands-on’ 
ministry of the 
Trinity Lutheran 
Church Women 
and Lutheran World Relief, come 

to Trinity on Thursdays at 1:00 
p.m. to help hand-tie quilts. 
The ‘new’ quilting room is the 
former Centennial Room – 
basement level across from the 
Youth Room.    If you have any 
questions about this project of the 
Trinity Lutheran Women, contact 
Julie Rhoda   (526-3503). 
 
   Rapid Response Team 
   One of the 2019 goals for the 
God’s Work Our Hands 
committee is to actively be 
involved in service work 
throughout the year, not just on 
Service Sunday.  GWOH 
committee would like to begin the 
process of gathering email 
addresses or text numbers from 
Trinity members as an efficient 
way to communicate with many 
people in a short period of time.  
This would help us alert as many 
people as possible in an effort to 
put a team together quickly in 
order to respond to the specific 
needs of the church and the 
community.  We are calling it our 
“Rapid Response Team”.  We 
realize that people are not always 
available, especially on short 
notice.  That is why it is important 
to have a long list of volunteers to 
call on.  Needs and tasks can vary 
greatly from heavy lift, to food 
preparation, to sewing.  The list 
can be endless, so don’t hesitate if 
you think you have nothing to 
offer, because you do.   
   A sign-up sheet will be available 
today in the back of the church 
and one will be left in the office to 
sign up anytime.  Thank you for 
helping! 
 

             
Nursery – 6th Grade students sing 
in during 10:45 worship on Feb 3 
and Feb 24.  All are welcome! 



Mid-Week Worship 
Wednesday, Feb 6 at 

7:00 p.m. in the 
Gathering Place.  

Led by the Confirmation 
students.  Includes Holy 
Communion.  All are welcome! 

 
 
 
February Ushers 
 

Sunday – 8:30 
Mark Mensing Brad Huse 
Jeff Eckles, Corey Survis 
Sunday – 10:45 
Bruce Stensland, Kevin Benson     
Chuck Hunt 
 
We are in need of more Ushers!   
Families are welcome to usher, too 
Please contact Dale Meckes    
(526-3007) to volunteer. 
 

 
  Trinity’s Council met on Jan 8, 
2019.  We concluded More 
Beautiful than Before and will be 
researching our next read. 
   Financial reports were reviewed. 
Trinity was the beneficiary of a 
Veterans Insurance Policy.  That 
$8125 was applied to the loan for 
the boiler replacement.  The 
Hunger Goal challenge of $10,000 
fell short at $7594.81.  
   Council Retreat will be 
Saturday, February 2, 2019 at 
Prairie River Camp from 8:00-
2:00.  
   There will be a bulletin 
announcement to recruit some 
“handymen” who would be 
willing to check in at the office 
during the week and help with 
some things around the building. 
God’s Work. Our Hands 
committee is the contact for 

anyone wishing to help haul out 
and sort items damaged in the 
fire at the parsonage in Frost. 
 
Complete copy of minutes are on the 
bookshelf by the office. 
 

 
  Listed below 
are birthdays 
of members in 
the church 
active data 
base.  If there 
is an addition 
or correction, 
please call the 
church office 

(526-3463). 
 
February 1 – Bohn Oelke 
    Dwight Olson, Kayden   
    Omland 
  2 – Rehgan Broderick, 
    Myrna Olson 
  3 – Benjamin Backstrom, 
     Morris Johanson, 
    Kevin Skaare 
 4 – Greta Dahlberg 
 5 – Randy Anderson, Sophia 
    Rotterman, Michele Stindtman 
 6 – Kory Dikken, Merideth  
    Hagedorn 
 7 – Raina Juba 
 8 – David Beattie,  
    Audrey McDonald 
 9 – Rick Dickman  
10 – Wiletha Eckhardt, Don 
    Mensing, Josh Nuessmeier 
11 – Karré Skaare 
12 – Dar Holmseth, Suzie Olsen,  
     Karleigh Wolff 
13 – Marshal Bartels 
14 – Krista Blair, Brian Kokos,  
     Joe Strukel 
15 – Sydney Blagg 
16 – Jim Brooks, Colan Surratt 
17 – Beth Engeseth 
18 – Ryan Foster, Steve    
    Frederickson, Kaitlin 
    Johnson, Kaye Klinksiek, 
    Clair Nassen 
 

19 – Sidney Blair, Sue     
    Frederickson, Joni Klinder, 
    David Olson 
20 – Tyler Eckhardt 
    Maggie Nagel             
21 – Whitney Foster, Rhonda  
    Keister, Julie Krosch, Brett  
    Loge 
22 – Kim Jacobson, Justin Skaden 
23 – Ryan Berndt, Chad Blagg 
    Michelle Meyers 
24 – Jason Lee, Jean Redman,  
    Jody Wirtjes 
25 – Randy Kuechenmeister 
26 – Dennis Ruser 
27 – Julie Blagg,  
    Tyler Stindtman 
28 – Randy Frandle, Jolane 
    Levenhagen, Gabriela Weerts 
29 – Jim Erdahl, Hudson Zierke 
 

    
Church Contacts  
  507-526-3463 
   Betrinity.com 
   

Trinity@bevcomm.net 
            
   Pastor Jeanette Bidne 
Prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 

 
Kim Jacobson, Children/Youth 

& Family Ministries 
Kimmykimmyj@gmail.com 

 
Rachel Kienitz 

Ministry Support 
Tlcministry235@gmail.com 

 
Donna Perryman 

Office Administrator 
trinity@bevcomm.net 

 
If you would like to receive your 

Trumpet newsletter electronically, 
just send Donna an email at 

trinity@bevcomm.net 
 

 
Like us on 

Facebook at 
Trinity Lutheran 

Church Blue Earth 
 



 
 

 
 
 

                       
     

   
                   
      Kimberly Jacobson, Children/Youth and Family Ministry      507-525-0747      Kimmykimmyj@gmail.com 
 

              Upcoming February Important dates to note 
               Children will be singing on these days:   Feburary  3rd  @ 10:45 and February 24th @ 10:45 
 
              Junior and High:  February 6th: Mid-week worship @ 7:00 p.m. lead by the confirmation students 
                                           February 16-18th Winter Retreat @ Ironwood Christian Ranch 
              February 24 at Noon:  Holy Hotdish Family-style meal.  (Fundraiser details below) 
 
 ================================================================================= 

     MISSION MEAL = Holy Hotdish!                 
A hotdish is a casserole which typically contains a starch, a meat, and a canned or frozen vegetable mixed 
with canned soup. The dish originates in the Upper Midwest region of the United States, where it remains popular, 
particularly in Minnesota, South Dakota, Wisconsin, and North Dakota. Hotdish is cooked in a single baking dish, 
and served hot (per its name). It commonly appears at communal gatherings such as family eunions, potlucks and 
church suppers. 

We hope you and your family will be dining together at Trinity on February 24 following the 10:45 service.  
This year the annual Mission Meal will be served February 24 at 12:00 Noon -- family style.  After the meal there 
will be an opportunity for some board games and other surprises. 
ON THE MENU: TatorTot Hotdish, Bubble Pizza, Scalloped Potatoes and Ham, Jello, peanut butter 
and jelly sandwiches, and ice cream sundaes. 
This will be a free-will offering event.  The proceeds to be used to help offset summer camp registration for 
elementary students and will also be used for a one-time Riley Garvik Memorial Scholarship to be given to a 
graduating senior.  Riley was confirmed at Trinity and passed away 1-½ years ago.  He would have graduated this 
year, so this will be a nice way to honor him. 
 

  Soup Suppers will be starting soon and the way in which they have been done in the 
past will be changing somewhat this year.   Change can be hard…. But change can be GOOD! 
 
Here are the things that will be different  
*This will be a FREE supper and will be open to the community  
*This will be an Inter-generational service opportunity  
*We will also be serving sandwiches  
*There will be a sign up sheet for people to help with a variety of things such as: contributing ingredients for the 
meal, helping prepare the food, helping serve, or helping clean up 
 
Here are the things that will remain the same  
*I will still be involved  
*The confirmation students will still be serving and bringing bars  
*No one should be leaving hungry   
 
 

  February Children/Youth and Family News   
  



 
 

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


