
 

 
 
 
 

November 27 – First Sunday of Advent - Hanging of 
the Greens.  During this service, we heard the 
explanation of the many symbols used during the 
Advent and Christmas season. 
If you would like a copy of the Chrismons and their 
explanation, contact the church office 526-3463 or 
send an email to trinity@bevcomm.net. 
 
December 4 – Second Sunday of 
Advent – 9:00 worship will have a 
Blue Christmas focus. 
The holiday season can be tough and 
very busy.  All are welcome to take a 
break and join us for a quiet service of light and 
hope. Those experiencing change, stress or loss 
through the year are especially welcome. 

 
December 11 – Third Sunday of 
Advent – 9:00 worship will be 
led by the Senior Choir and 
Handbells.  Directors for these 

Trinity choirs are Peter Koenig and Karen Dressler.  
Accompanist is Tara Blair.  All are welcome as we 
prepare for Christmas in verse and song. 
 

December 18 – 9:00 Worship 
includes the Children’s Christmas 
Program, with the youngest children 
telling the story of Jesus’ birth. 
After worship, all are welcome to 
stay for ‘coffee and a treat’ at the 
back of the sanctuary. 

December 18 – Third Sunday Noisy Offering is for 
the Faribault County Humane Society, the Sunday 
School Stewardship emphasis this school year  Bring 
your ‘noisy coin’ to fill the galvanized bucket! 
 

 December 24 
 3:00 and 7:00 p.m.  
  

Candlelight Service with Holy 
Communion. 
ALL are welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 25 – Sunday, Christmas Day 

NO worship service 
No Sunday School classes    

 
January 1, 2023 –  
Sunday worship at 9:00. Scripture 
text is the Naming of Jesus.   
Worship will be a hymn sing.  Pastor Carol Mapa 
Will be presiding for Holy Communion. 

Pastor Carol Mapa will be presidingfor Holy  
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Women will meet on Thursday, 
December 1 at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Gathering Place for their annual 
Christmas gathering.  There will 

be a short program followed by a business meeting. 
Please bring a treat to share. 
Remember:  TLCW will not be meeting in January, 
February nor March. 
 

Bible Study based on David Lose’s 
book, Making Sense of Scripture, began 
October 17th.  Pastor Jeanette is 
teaching these classes at 2:00 in the 
Gathering Place and via Zoom.  

Dec 5 –  Where Did the Bible Come From? 
 
If you would like to attend this Bible Study via 
Zoom, please email trinity@bevcomm.net.   
The link will be emailed to you. 
 
The last three sessions will be on January 16, 
February 6 and February 20. The next Bible Study 
will focus on the Gospel of Matthew. 
 
December 12 – Worship with St Luke’s Residents. 
Pastor Jeanette will be serving Holy Communion to 

Trinity residents in the  St Luke’s 
complex.   
    1:30 – St Luke’s and Moonlight 
    2:00 – Friendship Court 
    3:00 – Southview Estates 

                           3:30 – New Life Manor 
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St. Luke’s Lutheran Care Center Annual Meeting, 
is Tuesday, December 6 at 2:00 p.m. in the Chapel at    
St. Luke’s.  Delegates from Trinity are welcome to 
attend this meeting. 
 

              
The Wednesday evening schedule will continue at 
least until the Annual Meeting in January. 
Dec 7 – 5:30 Sandwich (bring your own beverage) 
   6:00-6:20 – Worship in the Gathering Space 
   7:30 – Confirmation – Lord’s Prayer 
Dec 14 – 6:00-6:20 – Worship -- Gathering Space 
      7:30 – Confirmation – Service Project 
 
Dec 21 and Dec 28 – No Release Time  
                No Wednesday Worship 
     No Confirmation 
Schedule returns as listed above on January 4th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following was shared with 
Trinity by David Kittleson: 
 
“As mom [Elsie Kittleson] was 
nearing the end of her life, she 
had periods of confusion and 
times when everything was clear. One thing that 
often surprised us was that she always knew when it 
was Sunday.  We would hook up her iPad and a 
speaker her son, Dale, had rigged up to “turn up the 
sound” and get her ready for church.  Sometimes she 
would come out “dressed for church” and she always 
looked forward to the music and message.  We used 
the “sharing of the peace” time for family members 
in church to wave to the camera and would share the 
peace via text.  It was important to mom and to all of 
us who either sat with mom in her home or attended 
church in person.   
  
My sincere thanks to the members of the tech 
committee and all who are helping make this [live 
streaming] work at Trinity in Blue Earth.   
It is an important ministry.” 

At the end of November, we launched our live 
stream abilities here at Trinity.  Like so many other 
churches (such as the case was with Dave’s mother), 
worship online/remotely touches so many people in 
a variety of circumstances.  This is not just 
something we set up and is then complete.  No, our 
call as the church is to live into reaching people in a 
variety of spaces and places with the Good 
News.  We can and are doing so through our efforts 
with technology.  And by we, I don’t just mean those 
running the technology. You are included as well! 
  
Perhaps you are willing to wave at a camera during 
the sharing of the peace (or even sit further in the 
front for those at home to know they are 
worshipping with others!).  Perhaps you are willing 
to offer your voice in reading or music in 
singing.  Your voice during the Lord’s Prayer may 
support someone who cannot speak the words that 
day.  Maybe you will remind those who cannot make 
it to service that we are available online and on 
Bevcomm if they would like to see the Children’s 
program, Music Sunday, or just check us out.   
 
Covid has taught us there is something irreplaceable 
about gathering together.  We perhaps feel it the 
most during the holiday season and as Christmas 
approaches, especially if something disrupts our 
ability to gather.  But circumstances and technology 
have also given us avenues to support one another 
when scattered, knowing our God works through us 
to bridge that gap.   
  
I do not know if you look forward to this Advent and 
Christmas season or if those words feel heavy for 
you, but know wherever you are, God can and will 
be. God incarnate, God with Us, is what was made 
possible in an unlikely crib, a manger in Bethlehem 
and secured forever at the empty tomb with a stone 
rolled away. May God be with you in the unlikely 
places and continue to raise you up.   
Peace, Pastor Jeanette 

 
   A Thank you for 2022! 
Dear Trinity, thank you so 

much for all the ways you have supported me as 
your pastor in 2022.  Through you words, gifts, and 
time as we welcomed Benjamin into our lives to the 
lovely acts of appreciation in October, I give thanks 
to God for you!   
Peace, Pastor Jeanette 

Donations are being accepted toward the purchase 
of Poinsettias that are on display during the Advent 
and Christmas season.  Your donations can be 
placed in the offering plate, marked ‘poinsettia’. 
 



 
 

From Council President 
Michele Stewart 

 
It’s that weird time in the calendar for me.  
Thanksgiving is just nicely in the books and 
Christmas is right around the corner.  My tree is up 
and decorated (as I have a daughter who is adamant 
this task is done the weekend after Thanksgiving 
celebrations).  I also still have my fall decorations up 
as there just isn’t enough time for everything, it 
seems.  This makes me feel stressed, which is 
something I try to avoid.  When I stress I lose focus 
of joy and focus on just getting through the next 
thing on the list.   
 
This makes me think of the Innkeeper the night Jesus 
was born.  The Innkeeper probably thought he had a 
good excuse for not finding a room for Jesus in his 
Inn and for sending Mary, who was in labor, to go 
into the stable with the animals to have her baby.  At 
least he provided the stable.  And yet, I wonder what 
he thought when he learned the newborn child was 
the Messiah?  He probably regretted he wasn’t more 
hospitable to these parents about to give birth!   
 
This makes me think of me actually, when my 
schedule gets overcrowded and I lose focus of what 
is really important.  Perhaps you find yourself doing 
the same at times, when your schedule is overbooked 
and you don’t have enough room to give the time 
and attention to Christ that he deserves (and we 
know we need!)?   I pray not to be so distracted or 
stressed with Christmas decorating, shopping and 
planning the next event I miss connecting with 
Christ.   
 
Dear Lord:  Help us be more than a spectator of the 
Nativity-   Help us to remember you are the reason 
we gather to celebrate and to come together with joy 
and praise in our hearts.    ~ Amen.   
 
 

Women's Bible Study Circles 
will be reorganized for the 2023 
year.  One group meets the 
second Thursday of the month 

at 9:30 at a member’s home or the Gathering Place.  
Another group meets the third Wednesday of the 
month at McDonald’s at 12:30. 

We (Trinity Women) use the Bible study from the 
‘Gather’ magazine. Both of these groups welcome 
new members.  Other groups are welcome to find a 
day and time that works for them. 
If you are looking for a Circle to join, please contact 
Mary Erichsrud or Marlene Hanson. 
 
 

 
Council Highlights from 
November 
 

   Trinity's Church Council met on Nov 1st (one 
week early due to Nov 8 Election Day).  The 
meeting was opened with devotions, stories of 'God 
Showing Up,' and approval of October minutes. 
   Financial report was approved.  Momentum 
Sunday was discussed.  Members will be receiving 
their 3rd quarter giving statements with a 
commitment card for 2023 budget.  Momentum 
Sunday is scheduled for November 20th. 
   Trinity Lutheran Church Council approved a 
motion and resolution to apply to First Bank, Blue 
Earth, for a loan in the amount of $12,800 for the 
purpose of paying the final invoice for live stream 
cameras.  Council President, Michele Stewart, is 
authorized to sign this loan note. 
   Nominating Committee is being formed for the 
positions of Vice President, Treasurer and a Member 
at Large for 2023 Council. 
   Our building has recently been used for a Red 
Cross blood drive, a school Peer Helping workshop 
and for food preparation for the Day of the Dead 
festival. 
Youth lock-in (grades 6-12) is scheduled for Nov 11. 
   Pastor Jeanette encouraged participation at the 
Wednesday brief worship at 6:00.  We were 
reminded of Nov 6 All Saints Sunday, Nov 20 
Momentum Sunday, Nov 23 Thanksgiving Eve 
Service, Nov 27 Hanging of the Greens Service. 
   Maria noted that she has 49 students attending 
Release Time.  She is working on the Children's 
Christmas program for Dec 18th. 
 
Complete copy of minutes is available on the display rack 
outside the office or via email request to trinity@bevcomm.net 
 
 

The Christ in Our Home and Word In 
Season daily devotionals for January-
March 2023 are available on the table 

near the front entrance.  Help yourself! 



Technology Tidbits –  
 
 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father, the 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit!  
This is the lead sentence to all our Online Worship 
videos that have been created and shared since 
March 18, 2020. Over 150 post-produced Worship 
videos have been created since early 2020 and that is 
a Milestone! Trinity's YouTube channel has been 
viewed 13,500+ times!!! 
And! The ELCA recommends multiplying that 
number by 2 to obtain a true viewership number...  
Our Online ministry is an outreach and is making an 
impact!!! That is a Milestone! 
 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Trinity's online 
presence has been a journey.  On November 23 
(Thanksgiving Eve) we took a turn on our journey, 
down the Live Streaming Path!  Worship was 
recorded, using our previous methods; but in 
addition to that, we accomplished a test run of our 
Live Stream capabilities.  
The Tech Team appreciates all prayers and grace 
during these beginning moments on this part of the 
journey. We are not experts and ask the Lord to help 
and guide us!!! This is a Milestone! 
 
November 27, The First Sunday of Advent, will be 
our official 'Go Live' date. We pray to the Lord and 
ask St. Isidore of Seville, the patron saint of 
technology, to watch over our ministry and continue 
to bless Trinity during this time!  
 
           Trinity Book Club 
We are on hiatus for the Holidays and will meet 
again on January 23 to plan our 2023 schedule.        

If you are interested, bring a book 
or two for us to consider for the 
group to read!  
Book discussion group is offered at 
2:00 and at 7:00 p.m.  Friends who 
are not Trinity members are 

welcome, too, so spread the word!! Contact Terri 
Hanson for more information. 701-527-0611. 
 
Library Project Underway 
Slow but sure, that’s how the library project is 
going! By the time you read this, the children’s 
books and videos will have been culled and 

organized and some displayed on new shelves in The 
Gathering Place.  
We will next be ordering a rug and more furniture 
for a Conversation Corner in the Gathering Space. 
More books will be ordered to fill the gaps in our 
children’s book inventory.  
In the New Year, we will sort through the upper 
elementary, 'tween and teen books that are in the 
current library space on the main level across from 
the bathrooms. Last will come the adult inventory. 
We look forward to being able to showcase books 
for all ages to enjoy in the coming year.  
If you are interested in 'leading' this project of 
making our church library more reader-friendly or if 
you would like to contribute monetarily to this 
project, please contact Terri Hanson or the church 
office. 
 
Trinity Visiting Ministry 

“In joyful service we share 
fellowship and God’s love, helping 
members with less mobility 
maintain their connection to 
Trinity.”  
This is the mission statement that 

describes the work of those who have volunteered to 
visit Trinity members who can no longer attend 
services with the congregation.  
If you are interested in participating in this Visiting 
Ministry, you will be asked to visit one individual 
who resides at one of the four settings at the             
St. Luke’s complex at least occasionally and to call 
or send a note at least monthly. This one individual 
will be your friend to visit on a long-term basis.  
It is a joy to develop relationships through this 
ministry. Contact Terri Hanson for more 
information. 701-527-0611      
 

      Trinity Youth  
      (Grades 6-12)  
We will be going Giving Tree 
Shopping, Sunday, December 
11, to Walmart in Fairmont 
from 3:00-5:00 pm. Students 

should contribute $5.00 towards  a gift. Supper will 
be at Pizza Ranch. 
Parents/Adults/Guardians/Mentors will be needed to 
help Drive. Sign-up on the Google Form: 
https://forms.gle/j7dnFa2hV2upDJmJ9 
Contact Rachel Kienitz for more details. 
(525-2198) 



                
These are birthdays of members listed in the church 
active data base.  If there is an addition or correction, 
please call the church office (526-3463). 
 
Dec 1 – Judy Orvedal, Hudson Stine 
 2 – Troy Stindtman 
 3 – Tom Bromeland, Bonnie Gartzke, Todd        

Hanevik 
 4 – Ann Ekse 
 5 – Scott Determan,  
 6 – Pam Berndt, Deb Olson, Cali Teems, Maria               

Trevino 
 8 – Ray Hornke, Thomas Lindsey  
10 – Phoebe Loge, Louise Martig 
12 – Mary Amundson, Kevin Benson, Karli Sanders 
13 – Emily Stevermer, Barb Rame,     
14 – Ray Rhoda, Jennifer Smith, Rhionna Weerts 
15 – Gavin Hledik, Greg Keebaugh 
16 – Riley Anderson 
17 – Cassandra Hagedorn      
18 – David Amundson, Jan Sohn 
19 – Becky Benson, Sofia Blair, Ella Schmidtke     
21 – Sue Cassens, Jerry Sonich 
22 – Hanna Knudtson, Donna Perryman 
23 – Matthew Meier 
24 – Chandler Kienitz, Stephanie Stine 
26 – Jacob Dikken, Ashley Skaden, Harley Willmert 
27 – Lulu Frank, Shirley Hannaman, Tasha Walker 
28 – Nancy Bohling, Jeff Eckles, Marilyn Olson 
29 – Ryan Bromeland, Martin Kriener, Jared 

Resutek, Carey Weber     
30 – Mark Evans, Craig Hougen, Maria Lindberg,               

Clarann Sayre, Kyle Zierke 
31 – Bryce Wirth     
  

Pre-dated offering envelopes are not 
being ordered for 2023.   
ANY envelope can be used for your 
contribution.  If you put cash in the 
envelope and want it accounted for on 

your contribution statement, please put your name 
on the outside of the envelope.   
The pew rack also has empty envelopes for your use.  
Offering envelopes for seasonal events (Easter, Lent, 
Thanksgiving or Christmas), are available in the 
church office. 

If you currently have automatic giving, there is a 
card in the pew rack that can be placed in the 
offering plate.  The card has a 'Simply Giving' logo. 
 
Reminder: Contributions must be in the church 
office or post- marked before Dec 31 to be included 
on your 2022 statement. 
 

December 18 – Third Sunday Noisy Offering is 
designated for the Faribault County 
Humane Society, the Sunday School 
Stewardship emphasis this school year.  
‘Noisy coin’ and paper currency are 
welcomed to fill the galvanized bucket! 
 
 

Monday – Friday   8:30 – 5:00 
Emails and voice messages will be 
responded to within 24 hours    
       507-526-3463 
Church Office e-mail   

trinity@bevcomm.net 
Website:  betrinity.com 
Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth 
Instagram:  Trinity_BE_Youth 
Milestones:  Tlcmilestones@gmail.com 

 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne     507-339-1178 
   prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
 
Rachel Kienitz - Ministry Support Staff & Youth 
  tlcministry235@gmail.com    525-2198 
 
Maria Frank – Education Coordinator (0-5th Grade) 
  betrinity.edu.coordinator@gmail.com   525-6680 
 
Donna Perryman, Office Admin. 
  trinity@bevcomm.net    507-526-3463 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          

                          
      Pastor Jeanette’s mailing address  
 
   Pr Jeanette Bidne and Pr Dan Foster 
   2586   550th Ave    Kiester MN  56051 



 
 
 

         
Hello Trinity Parents,  
 
December is here and the kids, teachers and I have 
been working hard on the Christmas program.       
We have lots to do and not enough time to do it in. 
The kids are excited about the program and can’t 
wait for the day to arrive! 
 
Dec 18th we would like the kids to be in the music 
room by 8:30 am.  We would appreciate help 
from parents to get the kids into costumes.  
 
Upcoming events 
Dec 4th – 10-11am Practice for Christmas program  
Dec 11th – 10-11am Practice for Christmas program  
Dec 18th – 9:00 am Christmas program  
*Following the program, there will be a time for  
  photos. 
 *Coffee and Donuts will be served in the back of 
the Sanctuary          ALL are Welcome! 
 
Dec 21th – NO Release Time (Christmas Break) 
Dec 25rd - NO Sunday School (Christmas Break) 
Dec 28th - NO Release Time (Christmas Break) 
 
This year the Sunday school offering will be going 
towards the Faribault County Humane Society’s new 
building project. Coins (or paper bills) brought by 
your kid/s, will help out the Humane Society. Every 
bit counts!  
We will have a guest from the Humane Society on 
Dec 4th at 10:30 am to show us a power point about 
what is going on at the new site and also to let us 
know what they may need.  Parents, I encourage you 
to attend, to see how the Sunday School stewardship 
offering can help the Humane Society! 
 
Many Blessings, 
Maria Frank 
Education Coordinator          507-525-6680 
betrinity.edu.coordinator@gmail.com  
 

 
 
 

                    
 
December PM* in the AM - Freshmen will Lead the 
discussions, 8th Grade Parents are needed to 
host/moderate. Contact Rachel for further details. 
*PM = Peer Ministry 
 
Student-Led Youth Committee will meet on 
December 11th at 11:30 am, in the Youth Room. 
Adult Youth Committee will meet at the same time. 
 
Trinity Youth - We will be going Giving Tree 
Shopping, Sunday, December 
11, to Walmart in Fairmont 
from 3:00-5:00 pm. Students 
should contribute $5.00 
towards a gift. Supper will be 
at Pizza Ranch.  

Parents/Adults/Guardians/Mentors will be needed to 
help Drive. Sign-up on the Google Form: 
https://forms.gle/j7dnFa2hV2upDJmJ9 
Contact Rachel for more details. 
--  
In Christ's Service, 
 
Rachel Kienitz 
Ministry Support 
Trinity Lutheran Church       
235 East 7th St. 
Blue Earth, MN 56013 
Office: 507.526.3463 
Cell: 507.525.2198 
Tuesday's are my OFF DAY. 
 

                     
 
Do you need suggestions for gift giving? 
The ELCA Gift Giving catalog is available in the 
display near the church office door or online at 
ELCA.org/goodgifts. 
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Birth – 5th Grade 
 
Maria Frank 


