
 

 
 
 

November 28 – First Sunday of Advent - Hanging of 
the Greens Worship at 9:30 a.m. 

During these services, we will 
explain the meaning of the many 
symbols used during the Advent 
and Christmas season. 

 
 
December 5 – Second Sunday of Advent –  

Worship at 9:30 a.m. will be “Blue 
Christmas” 
The holiday season can be tough and 
very busy. All are welcome to take a 
break and join us for a quiet service of 

light and hope. Those experiencing change, stress or 
loss through the year are especially welcome. 
 
December 12 – Third Sunday of Advent –  
Worship at 9:30 a.m. to be led by 
vocalists and the Handbell Choir 
 
December 19 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Worship at 9:30 a.m. will be the 
Children’s Christmas Program. 
“Good Tidings We Bring”: 
A Christmas Program of Poetry 
and Carols 
 
 

December 24 - Candlelight Service with Holy 
Communion.3:00 and 7:00 p.m.  
(note time change from previous 
years) 
Please note that we will be asking 
families to contact Trinity about 
which service they plan to attend 
to determine that we have enough 

seating and allow room for guests. 
Drive through Holy Communion with luminaries 
surrounding Trinity Lutheran Church  
5:00 – 5:45 p.m. – Trinity’s Parking Lot 
 
December 26 – First Sunday of Christmas 
Worship at 9:30 in the sanctuary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online worship services will 
continue to be pre-recorded 
for every Sunday and for 

Christmas Eve.  The link will 
be available on Trinity’s 

website (Betrinity.com) and on our 
Facebook page – Trinity Lutheran Church Blue 
Earth.  Pre-recorded worship is shown on 
Bevcomm’s Channel 7 on Wednesdays at 11:00 and 
4:00 
 
Worship/Art/Music Committee has 
decorated the sanctuary.  If you wish to 
donate toward the purchase of Poinsettia 
plants, please write “Poinsettia” on your 
check or envelope, or bring your 
contribution to the church office or contact Marie 
Northwick (525-2107).  Thank you! 
 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church Women will meet on 

Thursday, December 2 at 1:30 
p.m. in the Gathering Place for 
their annual Christmas gathering.   
Remember:  TLCW will not be 

meeting in January, February nor March. 
 
Everyone, young and old, is invited to decorate 
luminary bags to be used in our second annual 

outdoor light display around the 
church exterior on Christmas Eve. 
 Pick up bags from the blue cooler 
outside or on the table inside near 
the front entry.  Decorate however 
you like celebrating the birth of 
Jesus and return to the church by 
December 15. Completed bags will 

be set out on Christmas Eve with lighted battery 
candles inside to glow throughout the night for all to 
enjoy.  Decorate as many as you like! 
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On my dining room table is a legal pad of paper.  
Scribbled at the top is “Before the Baby comes” with 
many details scribbled below the page and onto the 
next.  This list notes all the items I hope to 
accomplish before we expand our family in 
December. Some are checked off and some are not.  
Perhaps you have a list this season?  Perhaps you 
have a “before the semester ends” or “before vacation 
starts” type of list?   
Maybe, your “before the baby comes” list refers to 
the baby we celebrate on December 25 and it is a list 
of what to accomplish prior to Christmas Eve or 
Christmas Day.  I don’t know about you, but my list 
is very task oriented, “Clean this” or “organize that.”  
Preparation is a significant part of the season of 
Advent.  We as a country and faith community give 
thanks in November and then begin a season of 
preparation both liturgically and in our homes for the 
Celebration of Christmas.  I’d like you to think of 

your list, if you have one, and 
wonder this….What part of this 
preparing involves my heart, my 
soul, my connection to God for the 
time ahead?  It is so very easy to 
go through the motions in the busy 
months of November and 
December.  In fact, with so many 

things to do, it is very easy to just do motions without 
pausing and asking the why.   
 
But our God calls us to have our motions connect 
with who we are and whose we are.  Setting out a 
manger does not make you any more of a Christian 
then holding a tool makes you a mechanic.  So why 
do we place them in our home?  Why are we 
wrapping gifts?  Why are we so passionate about 
some of the music of the season?  Perhaps 
preparation this season can include a pause.  A space 
to reflect on our connection to God, a God who is 
with us, so willing to be with us, that God became 
human and showed up as a vulnerable little baby in 
Bethlehem. 
 
May you take time to pause.  May what needs to get 
done be completed and what didn’t really need to 
happen not be fussed over.  May we prepare for 
whatever new life God has in store for us this Advent 
and Christmas season and may it bring us joy! 
 
United in Christ, Pastor Jeanette 
 
 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Maternity/Paternity and Adoptive Leave Policy 
for Rostered Ministers 
 
(The following policy was reviewed and approved by 
the Council at their October 12, 2021 meeting.) 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church provides paid 
maternity/paternity and adoptive leave related to the 
parenting of a newly born or newly adopted child 
within the first three months of the child’s birth or 
placement. This church is receptive to creativity and 
flexibility in granting this leave. Up to eight weeks of 
paid leave is offered to rostered ministers of the 
congregation who have completed six months of full-
time or part-time work with Trinity Lutheran Church 
unless otherwise negotiated. If more time is needed 
beyond paid leave ministers will use either sick or 
vacation pay.  If paid sick and vacation leave have 
been depleted the FMLA (Family and Medical Leave 
Act) allows the employee additional days of unpaid 
leave until a total of 12 weeks of leave has been 
taken.  
Non-rostered staff ministers and office personnel will 
receive six weeks of paid maternity/paternity leave 
and all other benefits, pro-rated, listed in above 
paragraph.  
Trinity Lutheran Church recognizes babies and 
children have their own schedules and needs. If the 
expectant mother’s physician determines that it is 
medically necessary for her to stop working prior to 
the anticipated delivery date, she will be permitted to 
use personal leave, accrued sick time, or accrued 
vacation time to cover the absence. If the expectant 
mother needs to be cared for by her spouse/partner, 
the employee may use accrued time off before the 
birth of the child.  
This church is also receptive to creativity and 
flexibility in returning to regular duties. To facilitate 
a healthy transition for a new parent, the 
Congregation Council is open to conversations about 
a gradual return to work, hours worked from home, 
and/or bringing babies or infants to the office for a 
determined amount of time. These arrangements must 
be open to on-going conversation with monthly 
check-ins of support and expectations of the blending 
of work and family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On a personal note:   
Thank you to all of you for your 
support of Dan and I as we prepare to 
welcome our first child!  Please note 
that I will be officially away and off 
from work once our child is born and 

will not be responding to church matters during 
maternity leave.  Also, know you have our thanks 
ahead of time for the care and flexibility as a 
congregation as we live into not only being pastors 
but parents during maternity leave and when I return 
to work.  During maternity leave we intend to focus 
on our family and enjoy deeply this special time, 
please be in touch with the office or church 
leadership if you have something which needs to be 
addressed. Thank you for supporting families and 
your congregation by supporting your pastor in this 
way! 
 

Baby Shower - Sunday, December 5 
from 2:00 – 4:00.  "Come and go" baby 
shower for Pastor Jeanette and Pastor 
Dan.  The idea is to celebrate together - 

for a brief time! For everyone's safety, masks should 
be worn except while eating.  If you are interested in 
bringing a gift, you can explore this website: 
https://www.babylist.com/Foster-Bidne-Baby.      
They are also registered at Target (search for either 
Jeanette Bidne or Daniel Foster).  Any cash donations 
will be combined into a gift card. 
 

 

                                                 
  We’re Hiring – Christian Education Coordinator 
75% Position (30 hours per week) working with Birth 
through Grade 5 students and their families. 
Interested candidates should send a cover letter and 
resume to:   
         Trinity Lutheran Church     235  E  7th St.                

Blue Earth MN  56013 
If you have questions about the job description for 
this position, contact Open Position Task Force Chair 
Terri Hanson at tjhanson@bevcomm.net or             
701-527-0611 
 
 
 
 

 
 
From Council President  
Gary Holmseth 
 

In my November article I wrote that more 
information about Pastor Jeanette’s 
maternity/paternity leave policy will be further 
detailed in December. 
This is Trinity’s first experience utilizing a parental 
leave policy.  These details have been prepared by 
Trinity’s Council and Pastor Jeanette.  With our 
commitment to children, youth, and families in our 
congregation, we also wish to be creative and flexible 
in granting parental leave to our staff.   
The Trinity council supports and agrees to a leave of 
eight weeks paid leave for a rostered leader, with the 
option to take four more additional weeks using 
vacation or sick leave.  At six weeks, a check-in will 
take place to determine how leave is going and if it 
needs to be extended beyond 8 weeks.                      
While Pastor Jeanette is on leave, Pastor Daphne 
Hamborg (retired pastor living in Albert Lea) will 
lead Sunday worship.  Pastor Jeanette has lined up 
Pastoral Care for coverage for congregational needs 
while she is gone. Contact information for pastoral 
care is available in the office. If anyone has any 
questions or concerns, it can be discussed with the 
council. 
Sue Olson has agreed to be the contact person 
between Pastor Jeanette and family and the 
congregation during Pastor Jeanette’s time away.  
Sue, the church office and council leadership have 
contact information for who will ‘cover’ various 
duties while Pastor Jeanette is on maternity leave. 
Her due date is after Christmas but babies come 
whenever they want! 
 

 
Fundraiser for youth attending 
National Youth Gathering in 
Minneapolis in July 2022:  
Cinnamon Rolls will be available 

for purchase on Sunday, December 19th. 
They can be purchased individually or a package of 
6. Questions?  Contact Rachel Kienitz or Kristine 
Schuldt. 
 
 
 
 
TLCW Greeting Cards 

Trinity Youth attending the 2022 ELCA Gathering are holding an Envelope Fund-raiser.   There are still a few 
envelopes left!!  Please help our Youth attend the Youth Gathering by selecting an envelope or two and fill 
with your financial support!  Help us 'seal up' the envelope fundraiser by 'Close" of the Year!! 
 



New stock! Lots of Christmas cards are 
available with sentiments you are sure to 
appreciate. We also have a large 
selection of birthday and “thinking of 
you” cards on hand. Currently there are 
quite a few types available singly and 

numerous special occasion (e.g., wedding) 
collections. All reasonably priced!  
See Terri Hanson after church any Sunday or stop in 
the church office and Donna can help you find what 
you’re looking for during the week.  
 

 
Trinity Church Council met on Nov 9, 2021, with 
members attending in the Gathering Space or via 
Zoom. Devotions, ‘God Showing Up’, and discussion 
on Liturgy of the Ordinary opened the meeting.  
 
Financial Report:  it helped to have 5 Sundays in 
October.  Council had begun conversation about the 
need for an operating line of credit, but Trinity 
members continue to be very generous!  Commitment 
intent cards will be mailed in November. 
 
COVID Task Force met November 2nd.  Faribault 
County is currently in ‘high’ transmission.  Shared 
concern about lack of ‘back-up’ adults for Release 
Time. Based on our observations, we feel we can 
space 120-125 people in the sanctuary with overflow 
in the Gathering Place for worship. The plan is to 
have people sign up online for the Christmas Eve 
service (3:00 or 7:00 p.m.) they plan to attend. 
 
Nominating Committee and Budget Committee have 
begun their work for 2022. 
 
The Personnel Committee wishes to communicate 
information about Pastor Jeanette’s Maternity Leave 
to the congregation to insure everyone is informed. 
President Holmseth will give a FYI in the near future 
to share this information.  
 
The Education Coordinator Search Committee will 
meet Monday to plan their next steps. Have received 
two applications for this position. Would like to make 
another advertising push to see if we can get more 
applicants. 
 
Pastor Jeanette thanked Trinity for our support of the 
Southeast MN Synod. This support has been 

beneficial to her, and other pastors, during the 
pandemic and while planning her maternity leave. 
She also plans to have a ‘Pastor Book’ at church 
where people can write notes and messages to Pastor 
Jeanette while she is on maternity leave. 
 
There will be a Sign Up Genius for the Tech Team. 
This will be a way for the congregation, grade 6 and 
up, to sign up to help with tech during worship. 
 
Complete copy of minutes is available on the display rack 
outside the office or by request to trinity@bevcomm.net 
 

Offerings must be in the church 
office – or be postmarked on or 
before December Dec 31 -- to be 
included on your 2021 statement.               

 
Annual Congregational Meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday, January 23 
at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.   
This will include Election of 
Officers and a vote on 2022 budget.  
 

The Season of Giving is 
here and the God’s Work 

Our Hands (GWOH) 
committee has several opportunities for needs that are 
ongoing.  Any donations, financial contributions, or 
Thrivent Action Team dollars given toward the 
following ministries will be very helpful. 
The Mitten Tree   Bring gloves, mittens and hats for 
pre-school and school age children. Donated items 
will be given to the school social workers for 
distribution after Christmas. 
Blizzard Boxes have been filled with non-perishable 
food items to use when weather prevents delivery to 
Meals on Wheels recipients.  
Emergency Food Boxes have been assembled and 
are ready to give out to those in crisis.  
Juba’s Gift Cards are kept on hand in the church 
office to help out people in need. 
Personal Care Kits for adults and children in crisis 
who are displaced or going into emergency foster 
care will be assembled soon and taken to the Sheriff’s 
office and local police office. 
We can continue to help meet the basic needs of 
children and adults in crisis.   
If you would like to be involved in the GWOH 
Committee, please contact Sue Olson (236-7782) 
All are welcome! 



              
These are birthdays of members listed in the church 
active data base.  If there is an addition or correction, 
please call the church office (526-3463). 
 
Dec 1 – Judy Orvedal, Hudson Stine 
 2 – Troy Stindtman 
 3 – Tom Bromeland, Bonnie Gartzke, Todd                

Hanevik     
  4 – Ann Ekse 
  5 – Scott Determan  
  6 – Pam Berndt, Deb Olson, Cali Teems 
        Maria Trevino 
  8 – Ray Hornke, Thomas Lindsey, Paul Peterson    
10 – Phoebe Loge, Louise Martig 
11 – Kennedy Foster, Katelyn Greenside  
12 – Mary Amundson, Kevin Benson, Karli Olsen 
13 – Emily Johnson, Barb Rame     
14 – Ray Rhoda, Jennifer Smith, Rhionna Weerts 
15 – Gavin Hledik, Greg Keebaugh 
16 – Riley Anderson 
17 – Cassandra Hagedorn      
18 – David Amundson, Jan Sohn 
19 – Becky Benson, Sofia Blair, Ella Schmidtke     
21 – Sue Cassens, Jerry Sonich 
22 – Hanna Knudtson, Donna Perryman 
23 – Matthew Meier 
24 – Chandler Kienitz, Stephanie Stine 
26 – Jacob Dikken, Rodney Peterson, Ashley Skaden,     
        Harley Willmert 
27 – Lulu Frank, Shirley Hannaman, Tasha Walker 
28 – Nancy Bohling, Jeff Eckles, Marilyn Olson 
29 – Ryan Bromeland, Martin Kriener, Jared 

Resutek, Carey Weber     
30 – Mark Evans, Craig Hougen, Maria Lindberg,    

Clarann Sayre, Kyle Zierke 
31 – Bryce Wirth     
  
 

 
Christ In Our Home and Word 
in Season daily devotionals for 
January – March 2022 are 
available.  They are on the 

table inside the front door, with a few in the blue 
cooler.  (These devotionals will be delivered to our 
members in the St Luke’s complex.) 
 
 

 
In Memory of 
Linda Sohn 
 

Thank you to the family of Linda Sohn for the gift of 
two rocking chairs that are in Trinity’s nursery.  
There are two new maple trees on the 7th Street 
boulevard  that were planted in memory of Linda.    
 
Acolyte and Tech Team Sign-up 
Genius is READY!! 
Confirmation Students and Adults 
who would like to help with Tech 
(Audio/Screens/Video) are 
welcome and encouraged to sign up using this link.  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A084CADA62
CA6FD0-acolyte1 
 
Trinity Book Club 

Everyone is welcome to come to book 
club! We will not meet in December. 
A heads up for January: we will meet 
on the 24th to share favorite books or 

books on our reading lists that we would like 
to put on our discussion calendar for 2022! Always a 
fun meeting! Questions? Contact Terri Hanson at 
701-527-0611 or tjhanson@bevcomm.net.  
 

 
    Trinity Church Office Hours are  
Monday – Friday   8:30 – 5:00      
Emails and voice messages will be 
responded to within 24 hours. 
 

General Church contact     507-526-3463   
Trinity@bevcomm.net 

 

Pastor Jeanette Bidne 
Prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com    507-339-1178 
Rachel Kienitz, Ministry Support 
Tlcministry235@gmail.com     507-526-3463 
Kristine Schuldt – Youth Coordinator 
Betrinity.youth@gmail.com     507-407-2099 
Donna Perryman, Office Admin. 
trinity@bevcomm.net    507-526-3463 
 
If you would like to receive your Trumpet newsletter 
electronically, send your request to Donna via email  
at trinity@bevcomm.net 
 
Mailing address: 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne and Pastor Dan Foster 
      P.O. Box 234     Vernon Center MN 56090 



 
          

 
 

                                                            
 
 
 
 

      Sunday, December 19th at 9:30 a.m. 
                             ‘Good Tidings We Bring” 
                                      A Christmas Program of Poetry and Carols 
 

Mary, Joseph, Gabriel, shepherds and three wise men come together to celebrate the Prince 
of Peace.  Come and hear the story of how baby Jesus was born on Christmas day. 

 
Note to parents: 

We will be having full Christmas program practice on Dec 5th and Dec 12th during Sunday school time.       
We hope that these are times that your child/ren are able to attend. 
 
Clothing for the program: No special clothing is requested to be worn for the program. If your child          
has a special Christmas outfit they would like to wear, that is great.  
All the main speakers are to be at the church by 8:45 a.m. This will help us get you in your costumes and 
ready to go.  Other students can be at church by 9 a.m. Thank you! 
 
Please Note: The Christmas Program will be recorded for later viewing.  In line with our Covid 
precautions, overflow seating will be available in our Gathering Space (basement level).  Please sign-in 
at the front door and wear a face mask to keep our young people safe. 

 
 

Maria Frank       507-525-6680         MFrank7880@hotmail.com 
Volunteer Interim Christian Education Coordinator  

and Education Committee Chair 

 
 

Glory to God in the hiGhest, and on earth peace,                                    
Goodwill towards men. 

luke 2:14 
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