
 
 
In October, Trinity’s COVID-19 Task Force agreed 
that a positivity rate of greater than 7% would be the 
marker to suspend in-person worship.  Under 
guidance and recommendations from the Minnesota 
Department of Health, Center for Disease Control, the 
SE MN Synod office and Trinity’s Council, worship 
will continue to be offered online only with a drive-
through in the church parking lot for Christmas Eve. 
 
Dec 6   – Music Sunday Online Service  
                with watch party 
Dec 13 – Blue Christmas Online Service  
Dec 20 – Children’s Christmas Program Online  
               with watch party 
Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Worship Online  
                with Drive-Through Light of Christ   
                Luminary Lights at Trinity and distribution 
                of Holy Communion        
Dec 27 -  First Sunday of Christmas Online Service 
     
                                
Worship services are posted on Trinity’s website at 
Betrinity.com, on our Facebook page Trinity Lutheran 
Church Blue Earth and on Instagram at 
trinity_be_youth. 
Services can also be viewed on Bevcomm Channel 7 
on Wednesdays at 11:00 and 4:00  
 

 Sunday, December 13  
  
The holiday season can be tough and 
very busy.  All are welcome to take a 
break and join us online for a quiet 

service of light and hope.  
Clergy from other ELCA congregations in the SE MN 
Synod will participate in this service.  Members of 
their congregations will also be able to view this  
online service.  Those experiencing change, stress or 
loss through the year are especially welcome. 
 
Although we have suspended in-person worship 
indoors at this time, we still hope to host a Blue  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Drive-in service at the Blue Earth Area 
High School on December 13th which is open to all. 
 

Please decorate and return your white 
paper luminary by December 13th for 
use in our Christmas Eve Luminary 
Drive-Through to celebrate the Light 
of the World coming into the world! 

 
On Christmas Eve, a Light of Christ drive-through 
experience will be offered at Trinity.  Drive around 
Trinity Lutheran Church to view the luminaries, 
decorations, and hear the sounds of the season.  There 
will be an opportunity to receive communion in a  
low-contact way at this event.  More details will be in 
our December-and-a-half-Newsletter. 
 

 
 
From Council President  
 
 
 

This is being written a few days before Thanksgiving, 
so I’m thinking about what I am thankful for.  
One of the things I am most grateful for is the 
generosity of this congregation is the midst of 
uncertain times.  Even though we’ve not worshipped 
in person and experienced other church activities as 
much since March, Trinity members have continued 
to show their faithfulness in sharing time, talents and 
treasures.  
So if you’ve not been thanked for what you do 
recently, I want to express a deep appreciation to you 
on behalf of the church council and staff. THANK 
YOU!  
I’d also like to welcome our newest staff member, 
Sheila Hanke, Trinity’s education coordinator.  You 
can learn more about her visually by watching the 
online worship service from November 22nd.  I’m 
sure Sheila will be a great addition to the Trinity staff. 
                    Kevin Benson 
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Mission Statement:  As God’s people, we are nurtured by word 
and sacrament to welcome, empower and serve others. 
 



Dear Trinity Family, 
 
There are no words.  No words to describe the daily 
work schedules of healthcare workers, teachers, 
business owners, parents, and professionals who have 
all seen life turned upside down and inside out in the 
midst of this year.  No words can describe the 
weirdness of this year, the strangeness of what it has 
done to relationships and calendars, to gatherings and 
everyday errands or even what an everyday meal 
looks like for each of us.  No words can quite describe 
how we have felt or what we have done or all the 
things we have not been able to do.  We each have our 
own story of what we have experienced since March 
and no words I could type here would quite cover it.  
We just see glimpses of each other’s stories and 
hopefully have the ability to hold them for each other, 
witness them for each other when we share pieces of 
our own experience. 
 

  I truly hope each of you is able to 
mark the weeks as we approach 

Christmas.  It will be different 
for sure, just like everything 
else, but Christ will indeed 
come.  Christmas will be 

experienced.  God will be with us.  
Many of you have heard of our Blue Christmas 
Service which we hope to hold again this year, usually 
held during Advent.  This is a quiet contemplative 
service for anyone experiencing loss, grief, or in need 
of a break from the expectations of the holidays.   
The first time I attended one was around Alexandria, 
MN.  I was asked to be a worship assistant.                  
I discovered and realized as I read the liturgy, sang the 
hymns, and helped others light candles, “Wait a 
second…this service is for me?!”  There in a service 
carefully prepared for others I too had found comfort 
and strength as it connected with my own sense of 
longing.   
As we approach Christmas and the celebration of 
Christ’s birth we may feel like this joyous celebration 
is for someone else, for another year when things are 
different, for another family who has it more together, 
for a heart that isn’t aching, however, this is not the 
case.  Christ comes for us this Christmas.  Luke 2:10-
11 reads “…Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 
 
Unusual and unexpected was Christ’s first appearance 
on earth and perhaps this is how Christ will appear 

and be present with us in this Christmas. Still, whether 
usual, unexpected, or even unnoticed, God is indeed 
with us.  May you experience God’s peace and 
unending love in Christmas this year. 
 
United in Christ, Pastor Jeanette 
 
Know someone in need of help? 
During this Advent and Christmas season, if you are 
aware of someone who is struggling to provide for 
their family, please let Pastor Jeanette know.   
With the community angel tree program discontinued 
for this year, there are some other opportunities where 
persons could receive help.  There are also resources 
available to help with those who are struggling with 
the stress of this time. 
 

 
 
 Confirmation Distance Learning 
 
 

 
Student/Mentor conversation sheets will be emailed 
per week. 
Dec  2 – 7th Grade Apostles’ Creed - Creator 
Dec  9 -  8th Grade Apostles’ Creed – Son 
Dec 16 – 7th Grade Apostles’ Creed – Son 
      Class vacations until January 6th 
 

 
Stewardship Update 
 
Trinity Members, please watch 
your mail for our 2021 
Stewardship brochure.  

Your generous support continues to be very important 
as Trinity continues its mission into next year.   
Trinity was blessed with many accomplishments this 
year despite the challenges, and we plan to add to 
these as we dive into 2021.  
  

Offering envelopes dated for 2021 
were NOT ordered this year.  Please 
continue to use the pre-dated 
envelopes from the 2020 pack – or 
simply put your donation in any 

envelope with your name written on it.  Any 
questions, contact the church office 526-3463. 
 
Reminder: Contributions must be in the church office 
or post- marked before Dec 31 to be included on your 
2020 statement. 



    Sheila Hanke 
Education Coordinator 
Birth – 5th Grade 
 
ecfeTLC@gmail.com 
 
507-399-1924 

 
 

There are some exciting offerings emerging for our 
children and families.  I can see and hear the grief 
some of you have expressed to me about the losses 
and changes to programs during the pandemic.  I 
wanted to let you know I am working hard to preserve 
and translate experiences and to celebrate our 
children. 
 
1.  Thank you for taking time out of your busy 
schedule to sign up now for the Virtual Christmas 
program.  You can register at  
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a084cada62ca
6fd0-trinity 
 
2.  Costume and script pick-up is December 4 between 
9:00 am and 4:30 pm. Let me know when you arrive 
(507.399.1924) and I will bring your materials out.   
 
In the spirit of keeping everyone as healthy and as 
safe as possible, please wait by the main entrance and 
wear a mask.  I look forward to meeting you! 
 
3.  Are you curious about who I am or have 
questions/concerns/ideas for education?  I would love 
to chat with you on December 9 at 6:30 p.m. via 
ZOOM.  This will be an informal gathering designed 
to help us get to know one another.   
 
Login: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81046428143?pw
d=WEgxdDFhREVTMjVWRWR1cXVBT1RNUT
09 
  Mtg. ID:  810 4642 8143   
 
4:  A family Christmas trivia will be uploaded on 
December 16.  It is a family-friendly, trivia game 
designed to test your knowledge of the Bible and the 
Christmas Story.   
 
5.  December 20 is the virtual Christmas Program 
 

 
 

 

 
Trinity Church Council met on November 20, 2020 
via Zoom.  Devotions were shared and God Showing 
Up stores were given. 
Trinity qualified for the Faribault County CARES Act 
and received $3000 that will be used for utility 
expenses through December.  Received official notice 
that the Paycheck Protection Program loan of $33,724 
received in April was totally forgiven!  All bills are 
current.  Sent $4000 to the SE MN Synod towards our 
budgeted Mission Intent of $18,316 (we are caught up 
through October). 
The mold extraction at the Trinity Fair Stand 
(fairgrounds) is completed.  Property Committee is 
looking into an LP heat source to keep the humidity in 
the stand more stable. 
Stewardship Committee is working on a letter and 
commitment card for 2021. 
President Benson welcomed Sheila Hanke as our new 
Education Coordinator. An interview is scheduled for 
an applicant for the Youth Director position. 
The COVID-19 Task Force met Oct 26th.  They set a 
marker for determining cancellation of in-person 
indoor services at above 7% positivity. 
Red Cross Blood Drive is scheduled at Trinity for 
November 18th. 
Pastor Jeanette attended Theological Conference   
Nov 8-10 remotely.  Theme was “Ministry in a 
Fractured Culture.”  She has made personal contact 
with 27 of our 30 homebound members.  Working 
with Worship/Music Committee to complete Advent 
in a Bag project, a Blue Christmas service and 
Christmas Eve experience out of doors as well as 
virtual. Working with Property Committee on air 
filtration system in our building. 
President Kevin has been contacted about Trinity 
being named a beneficiary in a will.  Making contacts 
for legal paperwork. 
 
Complete copy of minutes is available on the display rack outside 
the office. 
 

Youth Christmas Care Kits 
*All Youth Grades 6 – 12 
 
Watch your doorstep for a Christmas 

Care Kit!  Jesus loves you! 
 
Volunteers needed to assembly kits.  Contact Rachel 
at tlcministry235@gmail.com if you can help! 



 
 Greeting Card Ministry 
 
Spread a little Christmas cheer! 
 
 

There are 29 Trinity members in various home-bound 
settings, and they would love to receive a special 
holiday message from you! Terri Hanson is looking 
for those who are willing to do any one of the 
following in December: make a phone call, write a 
note, make a window visit (if weather and COVID 
circumstances permit) to ONE person ONE time.  
We know that lots of you are already in contact with 
some of these members; God bless you! We want to 
make sure each person is contacted, so feel free to 
volunteer to contact two!  Please call or text Terri at 
701-527-0611 or email her at 
tjhanson@bevcomm.net. 
 
Pastor Jeanette’s mail:  
Pr Jeanette Bidne and Pr Dan Foster 
P.O. Box 234 
Vernon Center, MN  56090 
 
 Pastor Jeanette will be taking vacation from 

December 25th until January 4th.  The 
church office and council members 
will have information on pastoral care   
coverage if any needs arise. 

 

                             
These are birthdays of members listed in the church 
active data base.  If there is an addition or correction, 
please call the church office (526-3463). 
 
Dec 1 – Judy Orvedal, Hudson Stine 
 2 – Troy Stindtman 
 3 – Tom Bromeland, Bonnie Gartzke, Todd Hanevik, 
 4 – Ann Ekse 
 5 – Scott Determan, Bud Schwab 
 6 – Pam Berndt, Kathy Johnson, Deb Olson, Cali   
       Teems, Maria Trevino 
 8 – Ray Hornke, Thomas Lindsey, Paul Peterson    
10 – Phoebe Loge, Louise Martig 
11 – Kennedy Foster, Katelyn Greenside  
12 – Mary Amundson, Kevin Benson, Karli Olsen 
13 – Emily Johnson, Barb Rame    
14 – Ray Rhoda, Jennifer Passer, Rhionna Weerts 
15 – Donna Anderson, Gavin Hledik, Greg Keebaugh 

16 – Riley Anderson 
17 – Cassandra Hagedorn      
18 – David Amundson, Jan Sohn 
19 – Becky Benson, Sofia Blair, Ella Schmidtke  
        Danika Stindtman    
21 – Sue Cassens, Jerry Sonich 
22 – Travis Hagedorn, Hanna Knudtson,  
        Donna Perryman 
23 – Matthew Meier 
24 – Chandler Kienitz, Stephanie Stine 
26 – Jacob Dikken, Rodney Peterson, Ashley Skaden,     
        Harley Willmert 
27 – Lulu Frank, Shirley Hannaman, Tasha Walker 
28 – Nancy Bohling, Jeff Eckles, Marilyn Olson 
29 – Ryan Bromeland, Martin Kriener, Jared Resutek,   
        Carey Weber     
30 – Mark Evans, Craig Hougen, Maria Lindberg,           
        Clarann Sayre, Kyle Zierke 
31 – Cristine Schug, Bryce Wirth  
    

Youth Group Zoom Devo Dec 2 
and Dec 16 
Check-in for an online Zoom 
Devotional time for students 
grades 6-12.  Zoom link will be 

emailed and shared on Instagram Page:   
                        Trinity_BE-Youth  
 
 

Office Hours are Monday – Thursday 
                8:30 - Noon 
Emails and voice messages will be 
responded to within 24 hours 
 

Church Office e-mail   trinity@bevcomm.net 
507-526-3463 

Website:  betrinity.com 
Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth 

Instagram:  Trinity_BE_Youth 
Milestones:  Tlcmilestones@gmail.com 

 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne     507-339-1178 
prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
 
Rachel Kienitz - Ministry Support Staff 
Tlcministry235@gmail.com 
 
Sheila Hanke – Education Coordinator 
ecfeTLC@gmail.com 
 
Donna Perryman – Office Administrator 
trinity@bevcomm.net 
 


