
 
 

December 2 - Family Caroling at 
1:30.  Meet at Trinity to select and 
rehearse a few hymns/songs.  
Dress for walking!  All ages 
welcome! Return to Trinity for hot 
cocoa and popcorn.   
 
December 9 – ‘Lessons and 
Carols’ -- 8:30 and 10:45 worship. 
Led by the Senior Choir and 
Handbells.  Directors for these 
Trinity choirs are Maggie Ragan 
and Sue Ellingsen.  Accompanist 
is Tara Blair. 
All are welcome as the Advent 
message is shared in verse and 
song. 
 

    December 16 
8:30 and 10:45 

Worship 
 

Christmas  
        Program 

      
 

This year’s program will be on 
Sunday, December 16th at both 
the 8:30 and the 10:45 services. 
“Sharing Our Treasures” will be 
an intergenerational program led 
by students, teens and adults. 
We ask that children arrive at  
8 a.m. that morning and head to 
their classrooms.    
 
Have your placed your ‘act of 
kindness’ medallion on the 
Sparkle Tree? 
These acts of kindness are still on 
the tree!! One of them could be 
yours!  
*Do something my spouse has 
been wanting me to do for a long  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
time *Give someone a backrub 
*Call someone who appreciates 
hearing from me *Offer a ride 
somewhere to someone  *Serve 
as an usher at church *Make a 
gift of food for a friend *Listen 
to someone feeling  
frustrated without giving 
unsolicited advice *Help 
someone in need with chores 
*Visit someone in a care facility 
*Send a cheery or encouraging 
note to someone *Express 
appreciation to my spouse *Do a 
favor for a co-worker *Do a 
chore my spouse will appreciate 
*Tell a family member or friend 
something I love about him or 
her *Pray for someone I don’t 
like very much *Take a friend 
out for coffee *blanks for writing 
your own 
 
Please consider taking a 
medallion from the tree and 
bringing it back to attach to a 
sparkle box ornament after you 
have done it. Make our tree 
sparkle! 
 

 
 Sunday, 
 December 16  
 at 5:00 p.m.  
 

 
The holiday season can be tough 
and very busy. 
All are welcome to take a break 
and join us for a quiet service of 
light and hope. Those 
experiencing change, stress or 
loss through the year are 
especially welcome. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advent Worship   
Sunday, December 23  
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Worship at 9:30 a.m. only. 
No Sunday School classes. 

 
 
December 24  
Candlelight Service 
with Holy 
Communion. 
 
4:00 and 9:00 p.m.  
 
         

 
Sunday, December 30 
First Sunday of Christmas 
Worship at 9:30 a.m. only. 
No Sunday School classes. 
 

 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church Women 
will meet on 
Thursday,  
Dec 6 at 1:30 
p.m. in the 
Gathering Place for their annual 
Christmas gathering.  Please bring 
a treat to share. 
 
Remember:  TLCW will not be 
meeting in January, February nor 
March. 
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Mission Statement:  As God’s people, we are nurtured by word 
and sacrament to welcome, empower and serve others. 
 



Do you know 
someone who 
has musical 
gifts with the 

piano or the organ?  Trinity has 
and continues to be well served by 
those who help us praise God 
through music. To keep this 
strength of Trinity into the 
future, Worship and Music 
(WAM) Committee would like to 
bolster our list of musicians who 
are available on our accompanist 
rotation and substitute list.  
Flexibility with music and 
schedules is possible! Please let 
Marie Northwick or the church 
office know if you or someone 
you know may be able to play for 
services and share their gifts. 
 

 
 
Advent and the preparations for 
Christmas are a season of 
welcome.  We welcome family 
and friends into our homes.  We 
welcome new members to our 
gatherings whether through 
marriage, friendship or simply 
because they needed a place to go 
and someone who loved them 
brought them along. 
 
Trinity’s Mission Statement is as 
follows, “As God’s people, we are 
nurtured by word and sacrament 
to welcome, empower, and serve 
others.” 
 
Whether it is a welcome at a 
holiday gathering, preparing our 
home as a welcoming place for all 
who will visit, or preparing our 
hearts and minds for the reflection 
and experiences of the next few 

weeks (musical experiences 
come to mind here), we welcome 
because God welcomed us first.  
The season of Advent gives us a 
time of waiting and preparation 
to think about how to welcome 
the Christ child once again into 
our lives and homes. 
 
Yes, we have four weeks to 
prepare for family gatherings, to 
decorate our homes, to 
participate in the traditions we 
wish to continue, but we do these 
welcoming things in recognition 
of the occasion when we were 
welcomed by our God.  Our God 
so loved us that our God became 
flesh and blood- came into the 
world, fully human, to show us 
how much we are loved and how 
to love one another.   
 
Christ welcomes us with 
forgiveness and healing when we 
are broken, presence when we 
feel alone, endurance and life 
when the road gets long.  There 
were no trimmed Christmas trees 
or sparkly Christmas dresses on 
that first Christmas.  No recipes 
carefully crafted in a full kitchen 
with a bursting pantry.  I even 
doubt that any gifts presented 
were wrapped with bows.  Much 
of what we associate with 
Christmas or its preparations is 
just icing on something much 
more foundational, much more 
substantial, and much more 
enduring.  That our God loved us 
so much that God sent God’s Son 
into the world to show us how to 
love, to live, how to become and 
be children of God. 
 
Books upon books, carols upon 
carols work to grapple with the 
mystery that is the open arm 
welcome God gives us through 
the arms of a tiny babe in 
Bethlehem.  A tiny babe that 
would grow into the Savior of the 

world who would hold the dying, 
the ill, and the outcast, in his arms.  
Whose arms would be fixed to a 
cross because his outlandish 
welcome outraged so many and 
when death seemingly won, again 
raises his arms in the resurrection 
with a sign of peace.  All so that 
we too might welcome.  May this 
season of preparation be one of 
welcome for you as we remember 
who has and continues to welcome 
us. 
 
United in Christ, 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A heartfelt thank you for the 
cards, gifts, and kind words for 
Pastor Appreciation in October.    
I was encouraged by your words 
and strengthened by all the nice 
notes as I read them together with 
my family.  It is a privilege to 
serve as your pastor and I am 
continually thankful to God for 
my call to serve alongside you at 
Trinity.  
           With a grateful heart, 
 Pastor Jeanette 
 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Care Center 
Annual Meeting, is Tuesday, 
December 4 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Chapel at St. Luke’s.  Delegates 
from Trinity are welcome to 
attend this meeting. 
 

If you wish participate in an 
Advent devotional series, these 
are available in the office or via 
the links below or search ELCA 
Advent devotional in your 
internet browser: 
 
http://download.elca.org/ELCA
%20Resource%20Repository/A
dvent_Devotions.pdf  
 
https://www.luthersem.edu/adv
ent/2018_Advent_Devotional_
hi_res.pdf 



 
 
I hope you all had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving and were able to 
spend some time with family and 
friends.   
 
The Council has been busy 
planning for 2019.  A Nominating 
Committee has been formed and 
are seeking people to fill several 
Council positions.  The Personnel 
Committee has performed annual 
evaluations with staff members.  
The Budget Committee is 
finalizing the 2019 budget.  It has 
been a busy year and gets even 
busier as we close out the year and 
start the next.  Thank you to all the 
many volunteers for the countless 
hours provided throughout the 
year to help TLC to continue to 
run strong.  
 
On behalf of the Council, I would 
also like to recognize and thank 
the TLC Staff:  Pastor Jeanette, 
Kim, Donna, Kevin, and Rachel.  
They all do a wonderful job and so 
much of what they do “behind the 
scenes” goes unrecognized.  Next 
time you see any of them, please 
thank them for all they do. 
 
Merry Christmas, 
Nate Eitzmann 
TLC Council President 
 
  

Have You Ever ? 
 
 

 
-felt lonely and detached from 
your Trinity family? 

-missed receiving Communion 
because you were unable to 
attend worship? 
-wanted to do more outreach as 
an active Christian? 
-wondered what it is like to give 
Communion in addition to 
receiving it? 
 
If you reacted positively to any 
or all of these questions – do we 
have a deal for you!  For several 
years now, Trinity has had a 
small but active group of 
volunteers who have served as 
Eucharistic Ministers.  These 
folks make periodic visits to 
members of the Trinity family 
who can no longer receive 
Communion at regular worship 
services. 
This effort started as a way to 
take some pressure off our 
Trinity pastor who couldn’t make 
these visits as often as they 
would like.  The visits take place 
at private homes, nursing homes, 
assisted living facilities or local 
hospitals.  The frequency and 
duration of the visits are left up 
to those involved, with no set 
schedule.   
This experience has proven to be 
popular, and those making the 
visits and providing Communion 
agree that the givers benefit at 
least as much as the receivers. 
We are always looking for new 
members to serve in this capacity 
and to broaden Trinity’s outreach 
to others.  Some of the present 
Eucharistic Ministers who could 
give you more details include:  
Julie Blagg, Cheri Brooks, 
Shannon Dickman, Steve 
Frederickson and Elloyce 
Queensland. 
Please consider serving in this 
capacity.  If interested, contact 
any of us or the church office! 
Thank you – Steve Frederickson 
 
 

Stewardship 
Update 
For 2019 
 
 

Thank you to the 67 family units 
who have turned in pledges for the 
coming year!  The total pledged to 
the General Fund and the 
Building/Boiler Fund for 2019 at 
this time is $192,190.    
The total intents received for 2018 
were 124, for a total of $271,060.  
Can you help us surpass these 
numbers?  Trinity has over 225 
family units donating throughout 
the year.   
If you are one of the 100 who 
hasn’t pledged in the past, please 
know that a pledge is not an 
obligation, but states our 
intentions about our offerings for 
the coming year.  All amounts are 
appreciated, and you can change 
your intent, up or down, at any 
time during the year by notifying 
the church office.   
We encourage you to turn in an 
intent card before the end of the 
year.  If you have not yet had a 
chance to turn in your card, you 
may drop it off at the church 
office, or put it in the offering 
plate during worship.   Cards are 
available at the back of the 
sanctuary, and will also be sent in 
the mail. 
We are thankful for all gifts that 
help us to do God’s work.  May 
we celebrate the beauty and 
mystery of God’s gift of Jesus 
Christ to and the world as the new 
year approaches. 
TLC Stewardship Committee 

 
Sunday, 
January 20 at 
9:45 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
between services! Election of 
Officers and vote on 2019 budget.  



Update on Loan for 
Boilers and Air 
Handler Controls 
Replacement 
 

On March 27, 2018 Trinity 
secured a loan for $80,000 with a 
monthly minimum payment of 
$638, maturing on April 10, 2023.  
We have consistently made 
monthly payments of $1000 or 
more with a $15,000 payment to 
principal on October 29th.  Current 
loan balance is $59,896.   
Thank you to everyone who has 
made a designated contribution or 
given a memorial to reduce this 
debt! 
Donations given at Sunday 
morning coffee have been 
designated toward boiler loan 
payments also. 
 
 

For 2019 are 
available in the 
back of the 
sanctuary. 
 
 

If you have elected to make a 
Trinity contribution via electric 
giving – thank you!  This helps 
ensure a steady income for 
monthly expenses!   
But, if you miss placing a 
contribution in the offering plate 
during seasonal events (Easter, 
Lent, Thanksgiving or Christmas), 
there are packets available with 
only those designated events.  
They are also in the back of the 
sanctuary.   
Don’t worry about your envelope 
‘number’.  As long as your name 
is on the envelope, your gift will 
be recorded to your statement! 
 
Dec 2 – Family Christmas 
Caroling.  Meet at Trinity at 1:30.  
Dress for walking.  Hot cocoa and 
popcorn after caroling. 

 
Trinity Church Council met on 
Nov 13, 2018.   
After opening devotions and 
discussion on More Beautiful 
than Before, Council meeting 
was opened by President Nate 
Eitzmann. 
Financial reports were reviewed 
and approved.  Update on boiler 
loan ** see article to the left** 
Committee reports: Worship/Art 
/Music reports a shortage of 
worship accompanists.  
Education is planning a family 
caroling event on Dec 2. 
Property:  Breen’s will re-screen 
20+ window screens that were 
damages by hail on July 25. 
Stewardship reported on the 
number of intent cards returned. 
Have planned a Council Retreat 
for Feb 2nd, after new members 
have been elected at Annual 
Meeting. 
Talked about responses from the 
Technology Committee proposed 
project.  Staff evaluations will be 
held prior to the December 
Council meeting. 
Pastor Jeanette shared some 
thoughts about the Cultural 
Diversity Training at the 
Theological Conference.  Blue 
Earth River Conference meeting 
will be at Trinity on February 10 
– grassroots process of electing 
the next Bishop for the Southeast 
Minnesota Synod.  Pr. Jeanette 
has set dates for new member 
classes. 
 
Complete copy of minutes is available 
on the display rack outside the office. 
 
Dec 16 – Intergenerational 
Christmas Program at 8:30 and 
10:45 worship.  All are welcome! 
 

      Technology Committee    
    
Thank you Trinity Family for sharing 
your thoughts and concerns regarding 
the potential Screens/Projector 
Project.  From these conversations, 
there were several questions, 
comments and concerns that were 
presented.  Here are a few questions. 
 
Question: How are we going to use 
the screens during worship? 
 There are many ways to 
utilize screens/projectors during 
worship.  Sermon Illustrations: 
Pictures/Art described by a Preacher; 
short video clips; streaming of events 
such as National Youth Gathering, 
Synod Events, ELCA Gathering; 
Messages from National/Regional 
and/or Synod Bishops; Utilizing 
visual learning in sermons: posting 
quotes used in sermons; book 
references; websites; presenting 
Service Liturgy. 
 
Question: Why do we need/want 
them (screens/projectors)? 
 Screens/Projectors would 
help support our overall Church 
Family Mission Statement: "As God's 
people, we are nurtured by word and 
sacrament to welcome, empower and 
serve others."  The opportunity for 
text and music projection can free 
hands to tend to youngsters in 
worship or allow easier access to 
words when use of a hymnal is 
difficult.  This can also assist those 
who are visual learners to perhaps 
participate more deeply in worship. 
 
Question: Who will run the system?  
 Those involved with the 
service creation would include the 
Pastor, and/or Music Leader and 
Service Leader.  Creation of the 
projected portion of the service would 
be a Technical Support Coordinator 
and the service would be run by a 
Tech Usher/Volunteer. At least three 
individuals have expressed interest in 
assisting running the tech in worship. 
 
The full report can be found on the 
Church Website and the Project 
Board at the back of the Sanctuary.   



    
Pastor Jeanette’s 
mailing address: 
 

          Pr Jeanette Bidne and 
                  Pr Dan Foster 
                  P.O. Box 234 
       Vernon Center, MN 56090 
 
 
Endowment Committee 2017 
 
In 2000, the Faith in Action 
Trinity Endowment Fund was 
created for the purpose of: 
Providing an opportunity to 
receive gifts from Trinity Lutheran 
members and friends in order that 
their Christian stewardship may 
continue into perpetuity. 
 
It is a permanent fund where the 
interest is distributed annually to 
include each of the following three 
areas: 
1) a mission outreach to our 
community, immediate area or 
Synod where it is determined that 
a need exists 
2)ELCA mission projects, such as 
helping a new mission 
congregation, World Hunger, 
Lutheran World Action, global 
missions and others 
3)Trinity capital improvements 
which could include major 
equipment replacement, 
remodeling, parking space, etc. 
 
Since 2009, the interest 
distribution has been $12,621. 
 
In November, the Endowment 
Committee designated the 
following to receive the 2017 
interest of $1455: 
$291 each to Lutheran Disaster 
Response, ELCA Global Missions 
and Youth Fund/National Youth 
Gathering; $194 each to St. Luke’s 
Foundation, camper registration 
feeds and the Riverside Cemetery 
Association. 

 
If you would like more 
information about the Faith in 
Action Endowment Fund, contact 
the church office or Jack Heinitz. 
 

       
 
Are you concerned about scams, 
credit card security, and/or 
internet safety for you and/or 
your children? 
Representatives from the 
Faribault County Sheriff’s 
Department will be making a 
presentation to the Confirmation 
class on Dec. 12 at 6:00 p.m.  
Anyone else interested in these 
issues are invited to attend!  Just 
come to the Gathering Place at 
6:00 p.m.  There is no cost to 
attend. 

 
 
December 
       8:30 
Tom Bromeland 
Darwin Olson 
Perry Olson 
Matt Dikken 
                                                   
    10:45 

Dave Pirsig, Bill Rotterman 
Harley Willmert 

 
 

Reminder: 
Contributions must 
be postmarked 
before Dec 31 to be included on 
your 2018 statement. 
 
Offering envelopes for 2019 are 
in the back of the sanctuary. 
If you would like a packet of 
only Lent/Easter/Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, they are also 
available in the back of the 

sanctuary.  If you write your name 
on the envelope, it will be 
recorded to your statement. 
 
 
MITTEN TREE 

Dec 1 – 30th 
 
New mittens, 
gloves, hats 
and/or scarfs to 
be placed on the 
tall tree in the 
foyer.  Items are 

being collected for Blue Earth 
elementary children and those at 
Little Giants. 
 

 
 

December 9 – ‘Lessons and 
Carols’ -- 8:30 and 10:45 worship. 
Led by the Senior Choir and 
Handbells.  Directors for these 
Trinity choirs are Maggie Ragan 
and Sue Ellingsen.  Accompanist 
is Tara Blair. 
All are welcome as the Advent 
message is shared in verse and 
song. 

 
Recording of the December 9 
Carols will also be included in the 
Cavalcade of Christmas Choirs on 
KBEW 1560 AM and 98.1 FM. on 
either Christmas Eve or Christmas 
Day.  Date and time will be posted 
later. 

 
 
 
Blue Christmas 

service 
December 16 at 
5:00 p.m.  Open 

to the public.  All are welcome! 
 
 



       
 
These are birthdays of members 
listed in the church active data 
base.  If there is an addition or 
correction, please call the church 
office (526-3463). 
 
Dec 1 – Judy Orvedal,  
     Hudson Stine 
 2 – Troy Stindtman 
 3 – Tom Bromeland, Bonnie 
    Gartzke, Todd Hanevik, 
    Peggy Surratt 
  4 – Ann Ekse 
  5 – Scott Determan,  
    Bud Schwab 
 6 – Pam Berndt, Kathy Johnson 
    Deb Olson, Cali Teems 
 8 – Lane Casey, Ray Hornke,  
    Thomas Lindsey, Paul   
     Peterson    
 9 – Kendall Surratt 
10 – Phoebe Loge, Louise Martig 
11 – Katelyn Frahm  
12 – Mary Amundson, Kevin 
    Benson, Karli Olsen 
13 – Emily Johnson, Barb Rame,     
14 – Ray Rhoda, Jennifer Smith, 
    Rhionna Weerts 
15 – Donna Anderson, Carole  
    Haugen, Gavin Hledik, Greg 
    Keebaugh 
16 – Riley Anderson 
17 – Cassandra Hagedorn      
18 – David Amundson,   
    Jan Baker, Jan Sohn 
19 – Becky Benson, Sofia Blair,    
    Lauren Schavey, Ella 
    Schmidtke     
21 – Sue Cassens, Jerry Sonich 
22 – Travis Hagedorn, Hanna  
    Knudtson, Donna Perryman 
23 – Matthew Meier 
24 – Chandler Kienitz,  
    Stephanie Stine 
26 – Jacob Dikken, Rodney 
    Peterson, Ashley Skaden,     

    Harley Willmert 
27 – Shirley Hannaman,  
    Tasha Walker 
28 – Nancy Bohling, Jeff Eckles,  
     Marilyn Olson 
29 – Ryan Bromeland, Jared  
     Resutek, Carey Weber 
30 – Mark Evans, Craig Hougen,  

Maria Lindberg, Clarann    
Sayre, Les Wiborg, Kyle 
Zierke 

31 – Cristine Schug, Bryce Wirth     
 

 
Office hours are 
Monday through 
Friday           
8:30 – 5:00  
  
507-526-3463 

 
General Church e-mail 
Trinity@bevcomm.net 
 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne 
prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
 
Kim Jacobson, Children/Youth 
and Families Ministry  
KimmyKimmyj@gmail.com 
 
Rachel Kienitz - Ministry 
Support Staff 
Tlcministry235@gmail.com 
 
Donna Perryman – Office 
Administrator 
trinity@bevcomm.net 
 
If you would like to receive your 
Trumpet newsletter 
electronically, just send Donna 
an email at 
trinity@bevcomm.net 
 
 
 

Happy New Year! 
January 6, 2019 

Worship at 8:30 and 10:45 
Sunday School classes resume  

for this term 
 

 
 

Trinity has sent/taken students to 
Bible Camps at Green Lake 
(Spicer), Good Earth Village 
(Spring Valley) or Ingham 
Okoboji (rural Milford, Iowa) for 
many years.   
Would you like to support the cost 
of registration fees for these 
students?  The punch cards for 
Cedar Inn were a good fundraiser 
last year.  There will be more 
opportunities to support these 
youth as early bird registration is 
in early March! 
 

Some statistics from Ingham 
Okoboji 2018 Bible Camp: 

 
766 summer youth campers 

411 recharge campers 
159 families (750 campers) 
1800 summer retreat groups 

1310 day camp attendees 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

 
 
Pax  
This Latin word for peace is 
frequently seen in Christmas art 
and decorations, reminding us that 
Jesus came as the Prince of Peace 
(Isaiah 9:6).  
After announcing the Savior's 
birth to the shepherds, the angels 
sang, "Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace ..." (Luke 2:14, 
NKJV). 
 
 



ke to present one to someone 
special in your life. 
  
 
 
 
 

The Children’s Christmas 
program will be Sunday, 

December 18th, at the 8:30 
and 10:45 services 

 
 
 

                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       

Intergenerational Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 16th at 8:30 and 10:45 

Led by Sunday School Children, Teens and Adults 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                    
 

Keeping the Community Safe 
 

              Come and learn about the steps you can take to protect your home 
 and the ones you love from the Top 10 Apps and Scams.  

 
Presented by: The Faribault County Sheriff’s Department  

 
Trinity Gathering Place 6:00 p.m. December 12th 

This is Confirmation class time 
 

~~~ Open to the Public~~ 
 
 
 
                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December Children/Youth and Family Newsletter 
  

 Kimberly Jacobson, Director of Children/Youth and Family Ministries  
507-525-0747      Kimmykimmyj@gmail.com 

 

Inter-generational Family Caroling Event 
December 2nd, 1:30 p.m.  

 

Walk around Blue Earth and bring Christmas Joy to 
people in the community 

 


