
       
  Summer Worship Schedule 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

 
August 19 – 9:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP AT THE 
TRINITY STAND AT THE 

FAIRGROUNDS 
Bring your lawn chair and a dish 
to pass for meal after worship! 

 
Sunday School classes will resume 
in September. 
======================== 

Women and Justice:  
One in Christ – Draft of Social 

Statement 
August 2 at 6:00 p.m. at the home 
of Theresa Eckles (north of the 
high school)  
   The ELCA Task Force on 
Women and Justice: One in Christ 
has prepared a Draft of a Social 
Statement. On August 2, you are 
invited to the home of Theresa 
Eckles for a conversation about 
this Social Statement.  A light fare 
will be served at 6:00 p.m.  All are 
welcome to attend!   The draft is 
avaiable for download or can be 
printed at the office.         
ELCA.org/womenandjustice 
===================== 
 

Book 
Discussion 
Groups 

 
   Trinity's book discussion groups 
will both meet on August 16 in the 
Gathering Place, one at 2 p.m. and 
the other at 7 p.m. Please consider 
participating in either one! Our  

 
 
 
 
 
 
next read is by Jody Picoult,  
Small Great Things. The Blue 
Earth library has been notified 
and should begin to have copies 
available later this week 
  This group is for everyone 
interested in reading and 
discussing both fiction and 
nonfiction of a spiritual nature or 
dealing with current issues...or 
whatever the group wants to 
read! If you have questions, or if 
you would like to volunteer to 
lead a discussion, call Terri 
Hanson at 701-527-0611.  
    

 
Blood Drive 
August 24 
Noon – 5:00 
At Trinity 
 

     In The Gathering Place 
 
   Save the date! On Friday, 
August 24th from 12:00 PM to 
5:00 PM there will be a Blood 
Drive in the Gathering Place. 
    Did you know every 2 seconds 
someone in the U.S. needs 
blood?  People need this blood 
for treatments, surgeries, and to 
potentially save their life. Blood 
donations have decreased this 
summer and we need your help. 
You can help by donating your 
own blood, encouraging others to 
donate blood, or even volunteer 
at a blood drive. You may start 
donating blood once you turn 16 
with a parent’s permission. We 
are really looking for high school 
students to donate, but the drive 
is open to the public too. 
   If you would like to donate, 
volunteer at this blood drive, or  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
have any questions you can either 
email Serina Wirth directly at 
serinablooddrive@gmail.com or 
contact Red Cross. Serina can sign 
you up to be a donor. 
  You can contact Red Cross for 
signing up to be a donor by either 
calling 1-800-RED CROSS or 
going to their website 
redcrossblood.org.  
   We are also looking for some 
bakers to donate some cookies, 
bars, pies, or whatever kind of 
food you would like to bake. If 
interested please email Serina.  
 
 

Pastor Jeanette  
DMIN Diaries 
 
 

   Several folks have asked if they 
can call me “doctor” yet.  Nope, 
not yet.  Although I am done with 
class I have not yet graduated with 
my Doctorate in Ministry in 
Biblical Preaching.  First, I have to 
complete my thesis, an extensive 
research paper documenting my 
thesis project (our Lenten 
preaching series from 2018) and 
my findings.  I have a chapter due 
every month from now until 
March 2019.  In April of 2019 I 
will go before professors and 
defend of thesis, my project and 
my learnings.  If all goes well I 
will graduate in May of 2019.  
Thank you for your continued 
support of my learning.  If you 
have any thoughts regarding our 
Lenten services this past year 
please let me know!  I look 
forward to continuing to learn 
with you in this last stretch of my 
degree and beyond!  
 

The Trumpet   August, 2018  
 Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA    235 East 7th Street, Blue Earth, MN   

“As God’s people, we are nurtured by word and sacrament to 
welcome, empower and serve others.” 
 



 
Update from the 

Stewardship 
Committee 

 
   Trinity has received over 
$31,000 in donations to the boiler 
fund.  Along with the $8,000 
donation from TLCW, we are half 
way to our goal of paying off the 
loan we took out for the boiler 
project.  Thank you to all who 
have been generous and donated 
so far!  If you haven’t had a 
chance do so, no problem!  Your 
donations are still welcome!!   
Total cost of the boiler and 
installation is estimated to be 
around $107,000.  Once the final 
bill is received, we’ll know our 
exact cost.   
   Summer isn’t really a great time 
to be thinking about a boiler, but 
we’ll be happy we did when it 
comes time to turn it on!  Our goal 
is to have the loan, and the other 
funds used from the building fund 
paid off by the time we need to 
Flip the Switch! 
Renee Beattie, on behalf of the 
Stewardship Committee 
 

 
Tell your 
story. 
Tell God’s 
story. 
 

   I recently officiated a graveside 
service and with many services 
there is often a time of sharing.  
Unless I have specifically worked 
with someone planning to give a 
eulogy, there is usually a brief 
moment of silence when I wonder, 
“Who has a story and is willing to 
share?”  I lean into the moment 
thinking we will just move to the 
next part and then… the stories 
start… like a ball rolling down a 
hill one story leads to the next and 
soon people are smiling, laughing, 
and crying. 

   The people we love and spend 
our time with infuse us with 
stories worth telling, sometimes 
over and over.  We can change 
the tone of a room, the 
expression on people’s faces, 
even people’s hearts and minds 
with stories of those we love and 
those who love us.  Sometimes 
the stories spill out quite easily.  
Sometimes they are even hard to 
contain or stop. 
 
   What about the stories of what 
God is up to?  
   And what God is up to in your 
life this summer? 
 
   As summer approaches it end, 
you may be asked “So what did 
you do this summer?”  You may 
have a story or two to tell about 
vacations and visiting family, 
family reunions, weddings, or 
town festivals.  But I bet, you 
have a few other stories too.  A 
story or two of where you saw 
God’s presence in your summer.  
Make sure to share those stories 
too. They too can evoke change, 
bring joy, hope, and life.   
A blessed rest of summer and 
storytelling to you! 
 
United in Christ, 
Pastor Jeanette 
 

 
Information 
from Your 
Church 
Council 
 

   The TLC Council met again in 
July after our annual summer 
month off.  We welcomed Rachel 
Kienitz as the new Ministry 
Support Staff person.  We are in 
the process of working through 
some of the logistics for the new 
position such as office space, 
computer, etc.  We will also be 
defining goals and objectives that 

will be evaluated on a regular 
basis in the future. 
   Over the last 1+ years, the 
Council has been discussing the 
importance of a Long Range Plan 
for TLC and the importance of 
continuously working towards that 
plan.  We focused our vision for 
the future around the Mission 
Statement and determined in five 
years we want TLC to be known 
as Welcoming, Connected, and 
Serving.  We have passed our 
vision and ideas on to the newly 
formed Long Range Planning 
Committee.  The committee is a 
great group, spanning multiple 
generations, and they are very 
excited for the future of TLC.  
They will reach out to other 
committees and congregational 
members to help accomplish their 
goals. Very soon you will feel 
their influence as they experiment 
with some initiatives to help TLC 
continue to become more 
Welcoming, Connected, and 
Serving. 
 
Take care, Nate Eitzmann 
TLC Council President 
 

August  
Relay for Life 
Cancer Walk 
August 10 at the 
Faribault County 

Fairgrounds.  
   Luminaries are available for $10 
each -- in honor of or in memory 
of someone special to you.  Dale  
Meckes will be at the back of the 
sanctuary on Sundays at 10:30 
a.m. to take your order or your 
donations.   
   Donations can also be dropped 
off in the church office. 
 

 



 
 
Highlights from Council Meeting 
 
   Council met July 10.  We 
continue with our book study 
More Beautiful than Before by 
Steve Leder.  Reviewed financial 
reports and committee minutes.   
   Welcomed Rachel Kienitz as 
new Ministry Support Staff. 
   The Youth Room is being 
painted and a vinyl floor will be 
installed later this summer.  Still 
need to tweak humidity levels 
since the installation of new AHU 
controls and boiler. 
   Long-range task force has begun 
meeting.  Worship/Art/Music 
committee is working with Rachel 
Kienitz for Release Time music 
since Maria Frank and family will 
be moving out of the area.  God’s 
Work Our Hands committee is 
working on service projects for 
September 9th service day. 
   Noted that Southeast Minnesota 
Synod will be electing a new 
bishop in 2019.  We were 
encouraged to participate in The 
Landscape Survey.  Trinity, Blue 
Earth, will host the Blue Earth 
River Conference meeting Feb 10, 
2019, a grassroots meeting with 
those potentially interested in 
becoming the new Synod Bishop 
 
Complete copy of the minutes are 
available on the display near the office 
door. 
 
God’s Work. Our Hands. 
Sunday September 9, 2018  
 
   This day is an opportunity to 
celebrate who we are as the 
ELCA--one church, freed in Christ 
to serve and love our neighbor.  
Trinity has many ongoing service 

projects that happen all year 
long.  Service Sunday is a day to 
celebrate together and help our 
neighbors.  If you are aware of a 
need in the community, please 
bring it forward to the God's 
Work Our Hands committee.  
Help us begin planning for 
September 9th, so we can all 
carry out God's work with our 
hands. We need many hands and 
feet!   
   Contact the church office or 
Sue Olson if you are willing to 
help organize a team of workers 
for Service Sunday.  GWOH 
committee meets the 2nd 
Monday of each month at 5:00 
pm in the church office.  Please 
join us if you have some 
information to share, or would 
like to be a member of the 
committee! 

God’s Work. Our 
Hands T-shirts are 
available for 
purchase - $10.  
Stop into the church 

office! 
   September 9th worship will 
begin with a short ‘sending 
service’ and conclude with a 
meal served at the Trinity Stand 
at the Fairground (approximately 
11:30 a.m.) 
   The planning committee 
includes Sue Olson, Kay Bogan, 
Jim Beattie and Kim Jacobson.   
Trinity members can participate 
in assembling or packing military  
care packages, tie fleece blankets 
for Camp Noah, pack birthday 
bags, school kits, etc.   
 

 
Sunday at 9:30 
a.m. 
Bill Olson 
 
Wednesday at 
6:30 p.m.      

      Harlan Schavey family                    
     

Volunteers are needed for the 
important role of Usher – 
especially Sunday mornings! 
Contact Dale Meckes (526-3007) 
or the church office (526-3463) if 
you can help out. 
   
 

Lutheran 
World Relief  

  School Kits  
 

 
   Do you miss shopping for school 
supplies for yourself or your 
children now that they are grown? 
Once again we will collect school 
supplies now through Labor Day 
and assemble them as Kits for a 
God’s Work Our Hands project.     
   Why do we do this? “School kits 
contain essential supplies to help 
children—and in some cases, 
adults—continue learning in the 
face of serious obstacles.  That 
learning leads to a better life for  
them, their families and their 
communities.” 
LWR Quilt & Kit Ministry Guide  
2017-18 
 
            Each kit contains: 
Three 70 sheet notebooks of wide- 
or college-ruled paper  
One pencil sharpener 
One pair blunt scissors (safety 
scissors with embedded steel 
blades work well) 
Five black or blue ballpoint pens 
(no gel ink) 
One 2 ½ inch eraser 
 
   We have a supply of crayons, 
pencils and rulers from your 
generosity last year. 
         Marlene Hanson  
      TLCW Stewardship  
 
 
    August 24 
   Noon – 5:00 
In the Gathering     
Place at Trinity 



 
Hello Trinity Family!   
   I am excited to be part of the 
Trinity Staff and hope this new 
endeavor with be a great benefit to 
all!  
   A bit about me and my family: 
I grew up in Blue Earth and my 
parents are Tom and Paula 
Kelly.   My Husband, Joel and I 
became members of Trinity and 
were married in 1996.  Our two 
sons, Chandler and Parker, were 
baptized and confirmed at Trinity.  
Chandler is 20 years old and will 
be attending Des Moines Area 
Community College - Ankeny, 
this fall for Diesel Mechanics. 
Parker, 17, will be a Senior at 
Blue Earth Area High School.  We 
have a dog, Charlie, who joined 
our family in May! 
 
   I have been actively involved 
with our Church for many years, 
serving as a Sunday School 
Teacher, Chaperoning for several 
Youth Whitewater (Charlie got to 
go with, this year!) and Winter 
Retreat trips, singing with the 
Adult Choir and working with the 
Education Committee and our 
Church Council.  More recently, I 
had the amazing privilege to teach 
2nd grade Release Time and be an 
Adult Leader for the ELCA Youth 
Gathering Trip to Houston, TX. 
 
  My job scope is Ministry 
Support; supporting Pastor 
Jeanette, Kim and Donna.  Current 
Projects include Curriculum, 
Sunday School Supplies and the 
Youth Room Redecoration.  I am 
looking forward to working 
alongside you, to maintain current 
programs and create opportunities 

that will help Trinity grow and 
prosper. 
               Rachel Kienitz 
    Ministry Support Staff 
 

 
The following names are from 
the active membership list in the 
church database.  If there are 
additions or corrections, please 
contact Donna at 526-3463 or 
email her at 
trinity@bevcomm.net. 
 
August 1 – Alice Odden 
 2 – Russ Erichsrud 
 3 –Malorie Huber, Ava Grant,  
    Dick Mair, Dakota Schug  
 4 – Megan Wirtjes 
 5 – Kobe Anderson, Jerry 
    Johnson 
 6 – Sue Olson, Jessica Skaare 
 9 – Jacob Olivio 
10 – Grace Hanson, Dave  
       Kittleson 
11 – Dona Blom, Jim Ekse 
12 – Theresa Eckles, 
    Nikolas Lopez, Taryn Oswald 
13 – Jean Hougen, Dottie   
    Lawson, Luke Norman,  
    Kris Peterson 
14 – Jana Wickersham, Konny  
     Wolff 
15 – Mona Anseeuw, Orville 
    Frandle, Barbara Jewell, 
    Gracelyn Murphy, Jordan  
    Rosillo 
16 – Dennis Siegling 
17 – Cody Klinksiek, Mike 
    Sohn 
18 – Ron Stensland, Corin 
    Sohn, Todd Stindtman, 
19 – Cody Hledik, Julia Meyer,  
    Rob Norman, Helen Petersen, 
    Vickie Sohn 
20 – Denise Eisenmenger, Mick   
     Hanson, Neil Hougen, 
    Amy Imbery 

22 – Lacey Benz, Madeline 
     Skaden, Bruce Stensland 
23 – Susan Benz, Paula Kabe, 
    Angie Loge, 
    Hayden Weyhrach 
24 – Roscoe Hannaman,  
    Ron Loge, Brian Roverud      
26 –Tucker Kuhn, Denise  
     Schmidtke 
27 – Jaryd Johnson, Marian  
     Kark, Shelby Skaare 
28 – Amber Barnick, Jenna  
     Schmidtke, Hayley Maher 
30 – Bill Hanson, Serina Wirth 
31 – Gina Resutek 
 
 

 
 
Meal Ministry 
volunteer 
coordinator 
needed:   

           
   In the past, we have gathered 
meals for families in our 
congregation who had a need for 
them.  GWOH committee would 
like to see that expanded to 
include not just people from 
Trinity, but for the community at 
large.  
   The meal coordinator would 
receive information from Pastor 
Jeanette or the church staff for an 
identified family in need.  The 
next step would involve getting 
details about any special dietary 
needs or types of meals needed, 
and then get the word out by email 
or an on-line sign-up site (like 
signup genius).  This volunteer 
would coordinate how the meals 
are delivered, when the need has 
ended, and other details to keep 
the ministry going.  
    If this sounds like something 
you (or you and a partner) would 
be interested in doing for a period 
of time, please contact the church 
office, or Sue Olson 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Church family, 
   I want to thank Trinity for 
welcoming us with open arms 
when we were found without a 
church to call home.  
   Kim--thank you for following up 
with me to see if I would take on 
the children's choir.  It was one of 
the best jobs I have had. These 
kids are amazing! I will miss them 
all.  
   Jim--thank you for always 
coming in to play piano for us. 
The kids and I appreciate you so 
much!  I will miss our little 
sessions of me singing and you 
playing to figure out a song.  
   Senior choir--you are so     
awesome that it was my honor to 
sing with you.  
   Donna--thank you for teaching 
me the ropes within the office.  It 
has been my best job yet.  
   Pastor Jeanette--thank you for 
your advice and guidance, and 
answering any questions I had 
from Sunday's sermon on 
Monday!  
   Overall Trinity--thank you for 
being so kind, generous and 
caring. Our decision to move was 
a hard one because of our church 
family. We will miss you all. 
   Thank you to everyone who 
came to my farewell party and for 
the cards, gifts, phone calls and 
text messages. I appreciate it very 
much! 
 
Love always 
Jeremy, Maria, Reyes, Lullianna 
(Lulu), Clarissa, & Isabella Frank 
 

      
 
   Trinity Lutheran Church would 
like to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to Maria Frank, a member of 
our staff, for her ministry among 
us through her work in our 
office, her work with children's 
music, and during worship as a 
member of the senior choir and 
praise band during her time at 
Trinity.   
   Maria, you and your family 
have been a blessing and you will 
be missed.   
   Godspeed and joy to you, 
Jeremy, Reyes, Lullianna (Lulu), 
Clarissa and Isabella in your new 
home in Texas until we meet 
again! 
 

 
   The Education Committee is 
selling Cedar Inn Punch Cards 
for $10 each to raise money to 
help students go to summer 
camp. With each card you have 
10 $1.00 punches to pay for 
purchases at the Cedar Inn this 
season.  They make great gifts or 
stick one in your own wallet. So 
help a camper and fill your 
tummy with delicious eats from 
the Cedar Inn. 
 

 

  
 OFFICE       
   HOURS 
 
(507) 526-3463 
 

Monday thru Friday 8:30 -12:00 
                                 1:00 - 5:00   
                          
General Church e-mail 
Trinity@bevcomm.net 
 
Pastor Jeanette Bidne 
Prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 

 
Kim Jacobson, Children/Youth 
and Family Ministries 
Kimmykimmyj@gmail.com 
 
Rachel Kienitz  
Ministry Support Staff    
tlcministry235@gmail.com 
 
Donna Perryman 
Office Admin 
trinity@bevcomm.net 

 
If you would like to receive your 
Trumpet newsletter electronically, 
please send an e-mail to Donna at 
trinity@bevcomm.net 
 
 

God's Work Our Hands 
Opportunity  

   We are going to put together the 
birthday party bags for the local 
food shelf. They will each include: 
candles/decorations, cake mix, 
frosting, napkins, plates and cups. 
It will be packed in large paper 
bags which will be decorated and 
packed by children and adults on 
September 9, 2018. 
   If you would like to contribute 
to this Thrivent Action Team, 
please put your items in the 
Birthday Party Bag box behind the 
pews in the back of the church.  
Thank you! 
 
 



 

                                                                                                                                                          

      Children Youth and Family Newsletter 
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   It’s funny how many times I’ve heard “where has the summer gone?” No one ever says that about winter! I find 
myself wondering where it went as well. But looking back I know exactly where it went…. 
   As soon as Sunday School and Senior Recognition were done in May, my focus was preparing to take 46 people 
to Whitewater State Park.  
   The 2nd half of June was spent preparing for the Youth Gathering in Houston with 34 youth and adults. It was a 
fantastic trip!!  The group will be sharing about it on Sunday, August 5th.  Hope to see ya’ll there!  
   July was busy with 32 Day Campers and the Fair stand. 
   Whew… what happened to the lazy days of summer? Just kidding… this is what I love, and I wouldn’t want it 
any other way!  
 
       Blessings, Kim Jacobson  Director of Children/Youth and Family Ministries 
                              507-525-0747     Kimmykimmyj@gmail.com 
 

Welcome……….! 

   Rachel Kienitz has officially been hired part-time as our Ministry Support Staff person. Rachel is no stranger to 
Trinity as she and her husband Joel and sons Chandler and Parker have been members for many years.  Rachel has 
volunteered her time in a variety of ways over the years; most recently she was a Release Time teacher, 
Whitewater and Houston chaperone, is a current member of the youth committee, and sings in the senior choir.  
 
   We are excited to have her as part of our staff and know that she has gifts that will be helpful for Donna, Pastor 
Jeanette and I, as well as the congregation!  
 
   We look forward to how Trinity can offer more opportunities with another staff member. If you see Rachel,  
make sure to welcome her.  
 
  

     Looking ahead 

September 9th @ 8:30 a.m.  God’s Work. Our Hands. Lots of projects going on that morning, both at church and 
around the community.  Something for all ages!! Come work together as a family!! The day will end with a potluck 
at the fair stand!!  
 
September 16th @ 9:30 a.m. Sunday School will officially begin. Letters will be mailed out with details about 
teachers and room assignments.  THE Updated Youth Room will also be revealed!!! 
 
 

Kim Jacobson, Director of Children/Youth and Family Ministries   
       507-525-0747 

Kimmykimmyj@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 


