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Drive-In Worship at BEA High School 
               August 2 at 9:30 a.m. 
 

   The July 19th Driven-In worship at the Blue Earth 
High School went well!  We’ll do it again on Aug 2nd.   
Wear a mask, please.  Bring the Aug 2 bulletin 
included with this newsletter.  Stay in your vehicle. 
Tune your radio to 90.3 FM. 
 
Enter at the northeast side of the school (drive past the 

McDonald’s entry!), receive pre-filled 
communion cup and wafer, a bucket 
will be available to deposit your 
offering.  A parking attendant will 
direct you to a parking place. 

 
 

Worship Schedule for August: 
 
Aug 2 – Drive-In at High School 
                   9:30 a.m. 
 
Aug 9 – Outdoor worship at the 
Trinity Stand, Fairgrounds 

 
                           9:30 a.m.    

 
 
   Instructions will be given when you arrive at the 
Fairgrounds.  Wear your mask.  Bring your own lawn 
chair.  The plan is to also have the FM transmitter, so 
you could sit in your vehicle and tune in 90.3 FM.  
 
August 16 and 23 – Pastor Jeanette will be on 
vacation.  On-line video will be recorded by  
Pastor Kay Rohloff, pulpit supply 
 
August 30 – On-line video by Pastor Jeanette 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Wednesday Worship! 
BEVCOMM  

Channel 7  
      11:00 a.m. & 4:00 p.m. 

   This is another worship option! 
   There have been some technical difficulties that are 
being addressed!  Please give everyone some Grace.  
We are learning something new every day! 
 

 
From Trinity’s Council 
President, Kevin Benson 
 
It’s historic!  We’ve had the first 
ever drive-in worship at  
Trinity.  

   Those who attended July 19th had a unique 
experience that many churches are now trying as they 
adapt to COVID 19.  Even though it’s not the same as 
in-person worship, it’s a way of gathering that may 
have to be an alternative for a while.   
One thing to keep in mind is that we can still “be 
church” in these difficult times.  There are many ways 
to minister to one another by communicating and 
finding ways to help others outside the church 
building. Perhaps we can all think about that as we 
move through the weeks and months ahead.  We have 
a group of faithful members in this congregation who 
continue to support its mission.  
I again thank you for your continued support of 
Trinity. 
 
 

Pastor Jeanette’s  
Outside Office Hours –  
Mondays 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Weather and schedule permitting, 
 
 

   Pastor Jeanette will have outside office hours during 
the month of August, near the Chapel entrance.   
Stop by or feel free to set up a time to meet. 
 
 
 

The Trumpet   August, 2020  
 Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA    235 East 7th Street, Blue Earth, MN  
Our Mission Statement:  “As God’s people, we are nurtured by word 
and sacrament to welcome, empower and serve others.” 
 



   Trinity, I am proud of you. I am proud of this 
congregation, with all the newness and unknowns we 
have experienced in the last five months, of how we 
are being church. Like a mom who has witnessed their 
child accomplish something they haven’t before,  
I give thanks to God for your flexibility and 
adaptability in this time.  We have not let Covid-19 
stop us from being children of God and being Trinity 
in our community.  From donations to places we have 
never been, to learning to pray together via online 
worship or services on television, to navigating 
Zooms, creating recordings, driving-in to worship, and 
having the courage to pick up the phone and call, 
I give thanks to God for your ability to be church.   

   In this pandemic, who Christ is 
does not change and the values 
we are committed to welcome, 
empower, and serve remain but 
so many others things have 
changed and will. I think of the 
verse in Matthew chapter 6:  
“Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moths 
and vermin destroy, and where 

thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and 
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break 
in and steal.”  Our circumstances lay bare what 
heavenly treasure remains, what can change rapidly 
and what will need to change in the midst of Covid-
19.  We will have to hold some earthly things, 
expectations, preferences, habits loosely and hold 
tightly to a God promises to be with us wherever we 
are and promises to lead us into the time ahead. 
 
   Within this newsletter you will find a Q&A 
regarding our Covid-19 response.  These are hard 
words to type in a time that is hard already for so 
many. None of these decisions and conversations are 
easy.  I realize each family is having similar 
conversations about risk and safety.  Still, we know 
God cares for God’s Church and will sustain us in this 
time. May God help us to be open to whatever that 
may look like in the time ahead. 
 
United in Christ, Pastor Jeanette 
 

From August 13th to the 23rd Pastor 
Jeanette will be taking vacation time 
and a few continuing education days.  
Although it won’t be the trip to 

Glacier National Park Dan and she began planning in 
January, they both intend to still unplug and recharge.  

Please contact the church office or council president 
with church matters and Pastor Kay Rohloff for 
pastoral care matters.  
Pastor Kay’s cell:   507-339-7947. 
 

 
Prayers are on-going for those 
connected to our Trinity Family: 
 
Donna Anderson, Mona Anseeuw, 
Carl Badje, Kathy Benz, Cheri 
Brooks, Vi Evans, Eddie Ekstrand, 

Karter Foster, Katie Hanson, Mavis Holmseth, Deb 
LaMont, Dottie Lawson, Virginia Mehrhof, Shirley 
Mueller, Jane Olson, Marilyn Olson, Rodney 
Peterson, Connie Shure, Harley Skogen, Jenny Passer, 
Janice Sohn, Harley Willmert, Hudson Zierke, Sister 
Verna Meckes (Dale Meckes’ mother), Don Yokiel 
(Jean Dikken’s dad), Vicki Ryberg (John Hansen’s 
friend), Pamela Anderson (Angela Murphy’s 
Mom/Gracelyn, Camden and Everly’s Grandmother), 
Judith Aakre (Harley Skogen’s daughter); Laura 
Poresky (Greg Keebaugh’s niece), Brian Keebaugh, 
wife Kathy and son Zach (Greg’s Keebaugh’s 
brother/family)  
 
Prayers for Mavis Holmseth who had surgery in 
Rochester and is recovering at home. 
 

 

   
   Tentative plans are being made in an effort to 
celebrate Service Sunday on September 13th.  
If you know of a project that could be done safely on 
this day, please let Sue Olson or the church office 
know. We can be spread out throughout the church 
possibly and also set-up outside if weather permits.  
Masks and physical distancing will most likely be 
required.  
   Trinity has been involved in several service projects 
throughout the year. This is an opportunity to reflect 
on how God’s work gets done with our Hands.  Ideas 
are percolating, so watch for updates in the next 
month!  

                       



Covid-19 Q&A                                      July 2020 
 
Who makes the decisions on how we worship? 
Decisions about worship are made by congregation 
leaders in conversation with the pastor.  In our polity, 
bishops of ELCA can provide guidelines and 
recommendations for how to proceed with worship.  
The Minnesota Department of Health also has strong 
recommendations and some hard and fast rules (like 
occupancy limits) because of the risk to the public a 
worship setting can create.  See 
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/g
uidefaith.pdf 
These recommendations are shared with the Trinity 
Covid-19 Task Force which includes members who 
serve in healthcare, education, and as elected leaders 
of the congregation.  They make a recommendation 
and send it to the Trinity council where it is discussed 
and voted on.   
 
Why haven’t we had worship in our building yet? 
Covid-19 will be with us for some time.  We have to 
be prepared to mitigate risk for Covid-19 into the next 
year.  Our bishop asked all church leaders to consider 
the following: what may be good for some, may not 
be good for the whole.  We need to consider the whole 
body of faith when making our choices. In-person 
worship is a higher risk activity and could greatly 
impact our community if not done with proper 
protocols. Legally, we must have a detailed 
preparedness plan of how we will mitigate risk in our 
building. It must address everything from how we will 
screen people for Covid-19 to addressing how 
bathrooms will be cleaned. Since this plan will be 
used into the coming year through the ups and downs 
of Covid spread we are working on this thoughtfully 
while providing other means of worship that are lower 
risk. It will take a willing team to prepare our building 
for worship which will still carry risk. The number of 
cases may be lower in our county but the rate of 
infection per 100,000 has been comparable to counties 
with many more cases depending on the week. See 
https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-
suppression/ 
 
Why all the types of worship (online, drive-in etc)? 
Shouldn’t we just work on one? 
One of our values at Trinity is to welcome and we do 
not wish to create a congregation of those who can 
take risks and those who cannot. A robust online 
worship and drive-in service allow those with health 
concerns to attend, lead via recording, and allow 
singing!  This will be much more limited in our 

sanctuary and so will the amount of people we will be 
allowed to have in our building due to physical 
distancing.  Like school systems we are working to 
create a variety of types of worship that we can flip 
between depending on the Covid risk in the 
community knowing that there will be a constant 
online/on television option throughout. 
 
Covid-19 isn’t really prevalent here.  Isn’t this overly 
cautious? 
I would invite you to chat with your neighbors and 
family.  In one week, the amount of contact people 
can have can be staggering.  Someone has primarily 
been at home, but did sit in restaurant with a variety of 
people.  Someone hasn’t really left town but they did 
go to one wedding and people kinda distanced.  We 
are a mobile society.  Even around home we also have 
grocery lists, doctor appointments, and loved ones to 
care for and tend.  Mitigation strategies have kept 
numbers lower but they will only continue to do so if 
we keep them up and help them become more natural 
behaviors for us. 
 
What’s worship going to look like at the Fair Stand or 
in the sanctuary? 
We are still working on these protocols and deciding 
what risk and consequences Trinity as an organization 
could sustain and tolerate.  This will be determined by 
the Covid-19 Task Force and Council.  Based on the 
guidelines we have received these are a few things 
you can most likely expect: 
-Masks at both indoor and outdoor services 
-Limited corporate speaking or singing to limit droplet 
spread 
-Recorded music, a solo cantor, or bell/percussion 
music encouraged 
-Shorter worship services to reduce contact time 
-No scheduled fellowship time in-person – the ability 
to be open is primarily for rites 
-Physical distancing of 6ft or greater 
-Assigned seating or possible reservations of the 
seating available 
-Hymnals, pens, paper removed from pews 
-Portions of the building blocked off to reduce the 
amount of space needed to be cleaned 
Still, even in the midst of all this God will be present 
and nurture us. We will be church because the Church 
is the people.  May we be open to God’s leading. 
 
Please feel free to ask questions, share concerns, thoughts 
of what is going well and your encouragement with our 
Covid-19 Task Force, Church Council and Trinity Staff.  
We are all in this together. 



 
Trinity Council Highlights 
       July 14, 2020 
 
 

   Trinity’s Council met via Zoom on July 14th.  
Stories of ‘God Showing Up’ were shared.  Discussed 
Chapters 4-6 of We Will Feast by Kendall 
Vanderslice. 
   Financial report was given.  Average income has 
been greater than expenses in our current situation.  
We, thankfully, applied for and received funds from 
the Paycheck Protection Program that covered salaries 
and utilities from April 30 to June 29. 
Screens and Projector loan was Paid In Full on  
June 30th (original maturity date was July 2022). 
Installed a new WatchGuard Firewall for computers. 
   Property Committee recommended, and Council 
approved, to removed stained glass window that has 
been in The Cave since 1997.  Frame is rotting due to 
moisture in that area of the basement. 
   A draft of the Preparedness Plan was presented.  
Seeking more input from ELCA churches in the Blue 
Earth River Conference. 
   Youth and Family Ministry Task Force presented 
results from on-line survey and interviews.  Council 
instructed Task Force to define job description(s) 
options prior to August Council meeting. 
   Pastor Jeanette requested vacation days August 13-
21 and Continuing Education Days August 22-23.  
Requested to use continuing education funds to 
purchase “Teaching the Bible, Hosting the 
Conversation” from Select Learnings.  Approved by 
Council. 
  Rachel Kienitz reported that the ELCA will be 
making a decision soon about the 2021 National 
Youth Gathering in Minneapolis.  Youth Committee is 
working on a summer event. 
   Council approved an outdoor worship at the Fair 
Stand on Sunday, August 9.  Tech Committee will 
work on being able to use the FM transmitter 
(90.3 FM) while at the Fairgrounds. 
 

   
Cedar Inn Cards Still Available  

Cedar Inn punch cards are still 
available!  These wonderful cards 
are only $10 each and provide you 

with $10 of hot or cold treats from the menu at Cedar 
Inn Drive In, located on Highway 169, Blue Earth.  
When you purchase and use these cards you also help 
Trinity youth attend Bible camps. For each card sold, 
Cedar Inn donates $2.50 to our camp fund.  

Contact the church office (526-3463) to make 
arrangements to pick up or have cards mailed to you. 
These make great social distancing gifts! Drop one in 
a greeting card to a friend or family member. 
 

 
July, 2020 
 Habitat for Humanity 500 Bike Ride. 
 

Dave Kittleson has been participating in the 
28th Annual Habitat 500 Bike Ride: Bike @ Home. 
   Here are some statistics:  Almost 40 people have 
donated towards the Habitat 500, which benefits 
Habitat for Humanity in Faribault and Martin 
counties. (100% of the proceeds benefit our projects) 
A little over $4000 has been collected so far with a 
new goal of $5000 before September 15.  I thank 
everyone who has supported me on this ride and for 
supporting Habitat for Humanity.  
   Kevin Benson and I rode the last mile together, so 
he was able to cross the finish line with me. The ride 
itself was 500 miles, and I completed that in 11 days.  
I have also set a goal for myself to ride 1000 miles in 
the month of July and should complete it by July 31.  
 
Checks can be made out to Habitat 500 and mailed to 
David Kittleson, 427 North Holland, Blue Earth, Mn 
56013. My website is: 
https://p2p.onecause.com/habitat500/david-kittleson-2 
 
 
 
Faribault County Relay for Life 
August 14, 2020 
Faribault County Fairgrounds 
 
Dale Meckes (526-3007) is collecting for Trinity’s 
Team.  Your donation can be mailed to Trinity 
Lutheran Church 235 East 7th Street, Blue Earth.   
Luminaries are $10 each. 
New plan for 2020:  Enter the Fairgrounds by 
Bomgaars. There will be only 2 rows of luminaries.  
STAY IN YOUR VEHICLE, drive by grand stand, 
then circle around in front of 4-H building and Fitness 
Center. 
The P-Pod will serve (hand to you) a $5.00 meal near 
the horse barns.  Exit on the gravel road by the Green 
Giant Park. 
 
Dale collects and recycles plastic beverage bottles – 
especially those with the Iowa 5 ct refund.  Please 
contact him to support Relay for Life and help with 
your recycling! 



The following names are from the 
active membership list in the church 
database.  If there are additions or 
corrections, please contact Donna at 
526-3463 or email her at 
trinity@bevcomm.net. 
 
 
 

August 1 – Alice Odden 
 2 – Russ Erichsrud, Everly Murphy 
 3 – Malorie Huber, Ava Grant, Dick Mair 
 4 – Megan Wirtjes 
 5 – Kobe Anderson, Jerry Johnson 
 6 – Sue Olson, Jessica Skaare 
 7 – Lilly Dehmer 
10 – Grace Hanson, Dave Kittleson 
11 – Dona Blom 
12 – Theresa Eckles, Nikolas Lopez, Taryn Oswald 
13 – Jean Hougen, Dottie Lawson, Luke Norman,  
        Kris Peterson 
14 – Amanda Rauenhorst, Jana Wickersham,  
        Konny Wolff 
15 – Mona Anseeuw, Orville Frandle, Barbara Jewell, 
        Gracelyn Murphy, Jordan Rosillo 
17 – Cody Klinksiek, Mike Sohn 
18 – Corin Sohn, Todd Stindtman 
19 – Julia Meyer, Rob Norman, Helen Petersen, 
        Vickie Sohn 
20 – Denise Eisenmenger, Mick Hanson, Neil 
        Hougen               
22 – Lacey Benz, Madeline Skaden, Bruce Stensland 
23 – Susan Benz, Paula Kabe, Angie Loge, 
        Hayden Weyhrach 
24 – Roscoe Hannaman, Ron Loge, Brian Roverud  
25 – Livy Mutschler     
26 – Brady Hanevik, Tucker Kuhn, Denise Schmidtke 
27 – Jaryd Johnson, Marian Kark, Shelby Skaare 
28 – Jenna Schmidtke, Hayley Maher 
30 – Serina Wirth 
31 – Gina Resutek 
 

 
 
Faribault County 
Food Shelf 
 
 

The main source for our Food Shelf is Channel 1 
from Rochester, MN.  They have been bringing fresh 
produce and a limited supply of canned products. 

Items listed below are in greatest need at the Food 
Shelf.  They can be left at the Ag Center (“A” Door – 
entry for Little Giants Daycare).  

Canned carrots 
Mandarin oranges 
Stewed tomatoes 
Cream style corn 

French green beans 
Jars of applesauce 

16 oz jars of peanut butter 
Boxes of saltine crackers 

 
Thank you! Marlene Hanson for the Faribault County 
Food Shelf in Blue Earth 

 
                                         LWR School Kits 

 
   For the past 7 years we have 
collected items for Lutheran 
World Relief School Kits.  

   We plan to do this again this year. Many countries 
offer free public education, but parents who are unable 
to afford the school supplies cannot send their 
children.  
   Jan Montgomery used a Thrivent Action Team to 
order bags and Marlene Hanson has sewn some. These 
school kits will be sent wherever they are needed. 
If you are unable to get out to shop or don’t enjoy 
doing it, a gift of money will be appreciated. One of 
Jan’s famous quotes is, “We will shop for you.” 
 
These are the items each school kit contains: 
4 70-80 page notebooks (narrow or wide ruled) (no 
loose-leaf paper) 
5 unsharpened #2 pencils 
1 pencil sharpener 
1 ruler (30 centimeter measure and can include inch 
measure on other side) 
1 box 16 or 24 crayons (often the 24 count is cheaper) 
1 2 and1/2 inch eraser 
1 pair blunt scissors 
 
   The ink pens are being donated this year. If you find 
notebooks at a good price, please buy extras.  
   Jan and Marlene will be in front of the church to 
collect these items on Friday, August 14, from 4 – 6 
pm.  If this day or time does not work for you,   
you can leave the items at Marlene’s house at  
111 East 12th St., Blue Earth.  
Thank you for being a part of this important ministry. 
TLCW Stewardship:  
Jan Montgomery and Marlene Hanson 



 
A Message for our 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Women 
 
   

   During this time of waiting until we can be together 
again, are there things for which you are thankful? 
Our first thoughts may be ones of concern or worry. 
We may have to think harder to find those things for 
which we are thankful. To help us in giving thanks to 
God in the midst of this pandemic, would you start 
keeping a thanksgiving journal or putting a daily slip 
of paper with something you are thankful for, into a 
container. When we are able to have our Thank 
Offering gathering, please bring one idea from your 
journal or container to read at our meeting. Also, 
would you be willing to share whether focusing on 
something for which to be grateful helped you through 
this time? Thank you. Marlene Hanson 
 
 

              
Update regarding the 2021 ELCA Youth 
Gathering  

    After much prayer and consideration, it has been 
decided to postpone next summer’s ELCA Youth 
Gathering to 2022 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

   The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held      
July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis, with the two        
pre-events, the Multicultural Youth Leadership Event 
(MYLE) and the tAble, scheduled for July 21-24, 
2022.  
   Thank you for your prayers and patience as The 
Gathering Organizers have worked through the details 
with their partners in Minneapolis and across the 
country.  They hope that by postponing the Gathering 
for a year, individuals and congregations will feel 
more comfortable and prepared to attend the 
Gathering in 2022.  
   Trinity Youth will now be able to have a firm 
goal/date and can create opportunities to serve the 
Church and Community and bring JOY! 
   Trinity Youth Families, please watch your emails for 
further details and registration information. 

We look forward to experiencing the boundlessness of 
God in Minneapolis in 2022!      #ELCAYG2022 

 
 

Office Hours are Monday – Thursday 
                8:30 - Noon 
Emails and voice messages will be 
responded to within 24 hours 
 

Church Office e-mail   trinity@bevcomm.net 
507-526-3463 

Website:  betrinity.com 
Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth 

 
Pastor Jeanette J Bidne 

Prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
507-339-1178 

 
Rachel Kienitz, Ministry Support 

Tlcministry235@gmail.com 
507-525-2198 

 
Donna Perryman, Office Admin 

trinity@bevcomm.net   
507-526-3463 

 
If you would like to receive your 

Trumpet newsletter electronically, 
 send your request to Donna at 

                           trinity@bevcomm.net 
 
 

Share a Gift to Support Campus Ministries 
 

From now through August 14, the individuals and 
congregations of the SE MN Synod will be raising 
$40,000 for our campus ministries.  
There are two campus ministries in the 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod: Crossroads Campus 
Ministry in Mankato and the Lutheran Campus 
Center in Winona. These ministry partners extend 
the compassion of Jesus every day, and we are 
grateful for their partnership. This year's Synod 
Assembly was canceled due to COVID-19. Had it 
been held, the offerings during the Friday & 
Saturday worship services would've been raised 
specifically for campus ministries. Now is our 
chance to work together to raise those funds in 
support of what God is doing in Winona and 
Mankato!  
Donations can be mailed to Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Blue Earth, and will be forwarded to 
“Campus Ministry Support”. 



 
 

 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


