
 
 
 

 
 
 EASTER DAY 
April 4, 2021 – 9:30 a.m. 
 
Drive-In Worship at the Blue 
Earth Area High School 
parking lot. 

Enter by the East driveway (‘back’ side of high 
school) to receive communion elements and/or drop 
of an offering.  Remember that face masks are to be 
worn inside vehicles.  Parking attendants will direct 
you to a parking space. 
 
Tune your radio to 90.3 FM to hear the service. 
 
Be sure to stop at Christian Education's table to 
pick-up your Easter bag for birth to 5th grade.  

Bring your colored ‘Alleluia’ page for sharing 
during worship. 
 

April 4 – Easter Bulletin 
 
An Easter bulletin is included 
with this newsletter so 
everyone – whether you are 
worshipping at home or in the 
BEAHS parking lot – can 
participate in this Easter  

                                 Festival Worship.       
Extra copies of the bulletin will be available as you 
enter the school parking lot. 
 
 

Online worship services will 
continue to be pre-recorded for 
every Sunday. 
 The link will be available on 

Trinity’s website (Betrinity.com) and 
on our Facebook page – Trinity Lutheran Church 
Blue Earth.   
Pre-recorded worship is shown on Bevcomm’s 
Channel 7 on Wednesdays at 11:00 and 4:00. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 4, 2021      Youth Fundraiser for expenses of 
2022 National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis. 

 
Individually boxed Cinnamon 
Roll plus a To Go cup of coffee 
– free will donation. 
 

Available after worship at the north end (exit 
towards McDonalds) of the high school parking lot.  
First come, first served. 
 
 

                 
                 April Worship Schedule 
 
Trinity’s COVID Task Force, Church Council and 
the Worship/Art/Music Committee continue to 
monitor the positivity rate in Faribault County.  
 
Below is the tentative schedule for April: 
April 4 – Easter Day – 9:30 Drive-In at the BEAHS  
                                     Parking Lot. 
April 11 – 9:30 In-Person worship in the sanctuary 
April 18 – Online Worship 
               Student/Family only Rite of Confirmation 
               in the sanctuary 
April 18 – 9:30 – Drive-In at the BEAHS Parking 
               Lot includes Public Affirmation of     
               Baptism (Confirmation) 
 
Pastor Jeanette will be on vacation April 5 through 
April 12.  On Sunday, April 11, worship will be led 
by Intern Sarah Krolak with assistance by Pastor 
Kay Rohloff.  This is planned as an In-Person 
service at 9:30 a.m. in Trinity’s sanctuary.   
In case of emergency pastoral needs, contact the 
church office (526-3463) for contact information of 
pastor(s) available for assistance. 
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   “As God’s people, we are nurtured by word and sacrament to welcome, empower and serve others.” 
 



Notes for In-Person Worship 
 

Trinity’s Covid-19 
Preparedness Plan can 
be found on our website 
and an overview was 
sent out last fall.  Please 
let the office know if 
you would like another 
copy.   
 

 
The following apply whether or not you have been 
vaccinated for Covid-19. 
*Please assess your risk before attending and screen 
yourself prior to arrival 

*Enter through the front door (7th & Galbraith St. 
entrance) 
*Wear a mask, sign-in, sanitize your hands 
*Ushers will seat you 
*Corporate speaking and singing limited 
*Communion will be shared near the end of the 
service, in personal to-go packs 
*Please save fellowship and extended conversation 
for outside – where risk is lower.  
 

“Easter doesn’t come because of 
what we do during Lent. Easter isn’t 
joyful because we’ve just ended a 
season of sacrifice and can eat 
chocolate (or mashed potatoes) 
again [one year, in her youth, our 
Bishop gave up mashed potatoes for 

Lent]. Easter isn’t hopeful because we’ve just spent 
six weeks paying more attention to service. These 
things have their place in the life of discipleship, but 
none of them actually brings about Easter morning.  
Easter morning comes, with all its hope and joy and 
glory because of what God does. Jesus conquers 
death and rises from the dead.” – Bishop Regina 
Hassanally of the SEMN Synod 
 
This past week, Thursday was Easter.  Yes, Covid 
has certainly messed with our sense of time and so 
Thursday was Easter.  You see, in order to pre-
record services to share them with you, I recorded 
Easter clips early, on a Thursday the week before 
Holy Week.  As I stood in our sanctuary, listening 
to the organ play and special music sung, I heard 
the words of the Easter hymn “Christ is Alive! Let 
Christians Sing” echo in our sanctuary.  One verse 

declares “Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant 
years in Palestine, but saving, healing, here and 
now, and touching ev’ry place and time.” 
 
I truly believe Christ has touched this place and 
time even in the midst of a pandemic. We have 
made a commitment to care for our neighbor during 
this time in our caution and reflection on how our 
actions can impact others.  We have delivered 
seasonal bags, cards, food, supplies, and cheer to 
those who might appreciate the reminder that they 
are part of a faith community and loved by God.  
We have reshaped worship in different formats so 
we can still praise God in different ways.  We 
continue to care for one another in a time when it 
may be difficult to agree on what is the best way 
forward.  Thank you for being church in a year 
when church needed to relocate into people’s 
homes, parking lots, backyards, and informal 
conversations in addition to worship.  
 
This is possible, because Christ is alive! There is no 
place God has not gone for in Good Friday God 
died so that even loneliness, betrayal and death are 
experiences our God knows.  The Easter news 
means there is new life on the other side of when 
we experience such things.  There is saving and 
healing here and now for those who whom Covid 
brought grief, for those who have seen inequalities 
amplified in a pandemic, for those who continue to 
feel displaced in the relationships they once knew.  
Christ is alive!  Here and Now!  Alleluia!   
Christ is Risen!  Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!  
Go in peace and share the Good News! 
 

                      United in Christ, Pastor Jeanette 
 

 
5th and 6th Graders- Communion 
Classes of 2020 and 2021 
Please watch your email/mail for 
information about a “Glazing 
Party” where you will have the 
opportunity to decorate a small 

chalice to recognize your first communion in such a 
different time and learn/revisit the significance of 
Holy Communion. Sign-up times will be in the 
email via sign-up genius for April 18th or April 28th 

afternoons (during what would be early release 
time).  A special outdoor service for First 
Communion is tentatively scheduled for May. 



 
Rite of Confirmation 
 
Affirmation of Baptism  
(Confirmation) is a public 
profession of faith for our youth.   
The Rite of Confirmation will 
span two Sundays due to Covid-
19 guidelines at Trinity. 
 

The 2021 Confirmands are: Cole Beyer, Eli Blagg, 
Adam Cory, Tailor Douglas, Addisen Eisenmenger, 
Lulu Frank, Ava Grant, Gavin Hledik, Noah Laehn, 
Miranda Long, Peyton O’Hara, Addison Smith, 
Rhionna Weerts and Sara Wirth. 
 
On April 18, each student has chosen a time for 
their family to attend the Rite of Confirmation in 
the sanctuary where they will affirm their baptism. 
 
April 25 - Drive-in Service at the BEA High 
School parking lot at 9:30 a.m. 
Each student will be sharing their confirmation 
verse during worship.  We will complete the 
Confirmation Rite in this service. 
 
On April 25th, you are invited to wear red and bring 
signs to congratulate and celebrate with our 14 
confirmands.  We will acknowledge them and 
receive them as adult voting members of the 
congregation.  
 
Note: Drive-In service allows our confirmands to 
invite family and friends to participate in an  
in-person event since social distancing limits 
numbers in our building. 
 
A note from Intern Pastor Sarah: 

Since I am Trinity’s first 
Intern Pastor in recent 
memory, we are doing a lot 

of learning alongside one another. I am learning 
how to be a pastor, and Trinity is learning how to be 
an internship site – it is a first for many of us, and 
we are figuring it out together! So what is an Intern 
Pastor, and what does an Intern Pastor do?  
To become a pastor in the ELCA, you need to 
complete a Master of Divinity (MDiv) degree and 
be approved for ordination by your home synod. If 
you attend seminary full-time it takes four years to 
complete an MDiv degree, and one of those years 

(usually the third or fourth) is spent in a pastoral 
internship with a congregation. Pastoral interns are 
typically with a congregation full time for 9-12 
months, and they work closely with a supervising 
pastor to learn more about their role and gain 
experience in pastoring a congregation. Pastoral 
interns practice preaching, teaching, and leading in 
all manners and aspects of congregational life as it 
comes up. The only thing an Intern Pastor can’t do 
before ordination is preside over the sacraments 
(Baptism and Holy Communion).  
 
I will be with Trinity for 6 months since I began my 
internship with a different congregation and will 
finish it here. After my internship here, I will return 
to the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 
(LSTC) for my final year of coursework. You might 
hear pastoral interns at other ELCA congregations 
be called Intern Pastor, Intern, Pastoral Intern, or 
Vicar. My official title at Trinity is Intern Pastor 
Sarah – I am not Pastor Sarah just yet, as I am still a 
student and have not yet been ordained, but I look 
forward to that day! 
 
Here is a “behind the scenes” look at what I have 
been up to as your Intern Pastor so far:  
Joining Pastor Jeanette when she visits with people. 
Observing and co-leading funerals. Attending 
council and committee meetings. Attending an 
ELCA youth ministry conference (online) with 
Trinity Staff. Leading worship in person and online. 
Offering blessings and greetings in drive through 
Ash Wednesday and drive through communion. 
Planning worship for Palm Sunday (and more 
Sundays to come). Attending synod and conference 
meetings and text studies, getting to know other 
clergy in the area. Chatting with folks in Zoom 
Coffee Hour and other online meetings. Meeting 
with Pastor Jeanette to ask a LOT of questions! 
Preaching in worship. Teaching confirmation. I’ll 
be working on an Internship Project this spring – 
stay tuned for more info on that when the time 
comes! 
 
There are many things about internship and ministry 
that look different during this time, but learning and 
growth are still happening. Thank you to all of you 
for welcoming me and committing to walk 
alongside me in this season of learning, and thanks 
be to God for bringing us together.  
 
                                       Peace, Intern Pastor Sarah 



 
From our Council President 
 
A year ago, our lives changed in 
many ways. Schools went to 

distance learning, people were laid off from work, 
churches were shut down, many lost their lives to 
COVID, and we were unable to gather with family 
and friends. As time went on, we came to realize 
that many of these changes would remain for quite 
some time.  
 
In spite of the unplanned consequences of the 
pandemic, many positives have emerged. More 
people are spending time doing things as a family 
rather than running from one organized event to 
another. More and more people are enjoying the 
outdoors and exercising. Some have started new 
hobbies like my 85-year-old mother-in-law who is 
teaching herself how to play the piano.  
 
Last spring, I started a podcast. I have so far created 
33 episodes. Some of them were me reminiscing 
about lessons I learned in life and some of them 
were interviewing people I admire. I named the 
podcast “Small, Simple Steps” because, in a time 
when people are anxious and full of worry, we need 
to slow down and realize we all have things for 
which to be thankful. We can find a renewed love 
for the simple pleasures in life when we know God 
is beside us. 
   Gary Holmseth 
 
 

Prayers are on-going for those 
connected to our Trinity Family: 

 
Donna Anderson, Mona Anseeuw, 
Kathy Benz, Cheri Brooks, Don 

Coombes, Vi Evans, Eddie Ekstrand, Nancy 
Hanevik, Karter Foster, Deb LaMont, Dottie 
Lawson, Virginia Mehrhof, Marilyn Olson, Rodney 
Peterson, Roger and Connie Shure, Harley Skogen, 
Janice Sohn, Hudson Zierke, Sister Verna Meckes 
(Dale Meckes’ mother), Don Yokiel (Jean Dikken’s 
dad), Vicki Ryberg (John Hansen’s friend), Pamela 
Anderson (Angela Murphy’s Mom/Gracelyn, 
Camden and Everly’s Grandmother), Judith Aakre 
(Harley Skogen’s daughter); Dennis Thompson 
(Becky Keebaugh’s brother), Brian Keebaugh, wife 
Kathy and son Zach (Greg’s Keebaugh’s 
brother/family), Lewis Olson (son of Beverly 

Olson), Forrest Passer (husband of Jenny Smith 
Passer) currently deployed overseas,  Jan Bjelland 
(wife of retired St Luke’s Chaplain Arne Bjelland), 
Marilyn Schaefer (Sheila Wickersham’s Mom) – 
hip surgery 
 
CHRISTIAN CONDOLENCES to the family and 
friends of Tracy Lee of North Potomac, Maryland, 
who died March 20 with Covid pneumonia.  Tracy 
is daughter of Eddie Ekstrand (Lakeview Methodist 
Health Care Center  610 Summit Dr. Fairmont) and 
sister of Liz Boettcher. 
 
CHRISTIAN CONDOLENCES to the family and 
friends of Roy Douglas who died March 18th.   
Roy is the Dad of “TJ” (Brandee) Douglas and 
grandchildren Waylen and Tailor. 
 
 

 
Trinity Book Club is Back! 
4th Mondays at 2:00 and 7:00  
 

We have a diverse and inspiring catalog of books on 
our 2021 agenda! The discussion group meets the 
fourth Monday of each month at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.   
All are welcome to participate whenever your 
schedule permits. If someone wishes to participate 
by Zoom, let Terri Hanson know (701-527-0611 or 
tjhanson@bevcomm.net) and she will email you a 
Zoom link. 
Those coming at 2 p.m. will meet in the Gathering 
Place; wear your mask, and we will be physically 
distanced. No food or beverages.  
 
Here is a partial list of books for the rest of the year: 
April 26: Dear Church by Lenny Duncan.  
May28: The Rapture Exposed: The Message of 
Hope in the Book of Revelations by Barbara R. 
Rossing.  
June 28: Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia 
Owens.  
July 26: Apollo’s Arrow: The Profound and 
Enduring Impact of Coronavirus on the Way We 
Live by Nicholas Christakis.  
 
 

                   
 



Listed below are birthdays of members 
in the church active database.  If there 
is an addition or correction, please call 
the church office (526-3463). 

  
April 1 –Alec Huber, Karl Kampf 

 2 – Rose Crofton, Chad Schonrock 
 3 – Logan O’Hara 
 4 – Jace Huber, Alissa Norman, Lindsey Norman,    
       Marnie Norman 
 5 – Brileigh Frahm, Eloise Garlick, Rachel Kienitz 
 7 – Twila Tibbetts, Bonita Zimmer 
 8 – Connor Olson 
 9 – Jim Nauman 
10 – Darlene Mair, Brecken Noll 
11 – Sonja Hanson, Mitchell Heironimus 
13 – Judy Frandle, Andrew Hartman, Julie Loge,  
        Maxton Loge 
14 – Kristine Lopez 
15 – Jody Eckhardt 
16 – Natali Fellows, Camden Murphy 
17 – Allen Hanson, Steffan Roverud 
18 – Don Coombes, Jim Fellows, Taylor Weerts 
19 – Daryl Amundson                   
20 – Natalie Huse 
21 – Stephanie Dehmer, Joel Kienitz 
22 – Brian Omland, Austin Skaden 
23 – Todd Stewart 
25 – Tim Keebaugh 
26 – Eloise Blair, Ryder Dutton, Judith Mehl,     
        Henry Survis, Linda Wells 
27 – Mike Holland 
28 – Averi Blair, Charleigh Hougen, Emmalee  
        Laehn, Dennis Montgomery 
28 - Heather Noll, Sheila Schonrock 
29 – Tom Eckhardt, Lily Olson, Dane Sohn 
30 – John Keister, Manning Lane, Paula McCool,    
        Corbin Noll, Zach Schonrock 
 
                 
 

TLC WELCA  

(Trinity Lutheran Church  

  Women of the ELCA) 

TLCW will not be meeting in April nor May. 
 
We are hoping to have the historical meeting in 
June.  Information will be in future newsletters. 
 

Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits 
During the last 8 years in the season of Lent, we 
have collected items for the LWR Personal Care 
Kits.     
                       Each kit contains: 
one bath-size towel (20"x40" to 52"x27"), dark 
color recommended 
2 or 3 bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz.,  
any brand, in original wrapping: no mini or hotel 
size bars 
1 adult size toothbrush in its original packaging 
1 sturdy comb (no picks or fine toothed combs); 
remove packaging 
1 metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove 
packaging 
 
Would your family consider donating the 6 items 
needed for one kit during the weeks of Lent? Items 
may be left in the blue cooler in front of the church. 
Thank you.     TLCW Stewardship Marlene Hanson 
 
 

Office Hours are Monday –    
        Thursday   8:30 - Noon      
Emails and voice messages will be 
responded to within 24 hours 

Church Office e-mail   trinity@bevcomm.net 
507-526-3463 

Website:  betrinity.com 
Facebook: Trinity Lutheran Church Blue Earth 

Instagram:  Trinity_BE_Youth 
Milestones:  Tlcmilestones@gmail.com 

 

Pastor Jeanette Bidne     507-339-1178 
          prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com 
Intern Pastor Sarah Krolak   507-951-0831 
          skrolaktlc@gmail.com 
Rachel Kienitz - Ministry Support Staff 
          Tlcministry235@gmail.com 
Sheila Hanke – Education Coordinator 
           ecfeTLC@gmail.com  507-399-1924 
Donna Perryman – Office Administrator 
           trinity@bevcomm.net 

VACANCY:  Chair or Co-Chairs for             
St. Luke’s Auxiliary 
*Attend four meetings per year and share 
information with TLCW 
*Recruit bakers and helpers for five annual 
events at St Luke’s. 
Interested?  Call Mary Erichsrud at 526-2394. 



 

From Sheila Hanke 

Education Coordinator 
Birth – 5th Grade 

 
Survey:  Christian Education would like your 
assistance next month as we gather information on 
how to best serve you and your family post-
pandemic.  Please consider filling out the google 
forms link that will be in May's Trumpet newsletter. 
 
Camp: A summer of faith and fun at Good Earth 
Village!  Registration for summer camp opened 
Sunday, March 21.  To register, contact 
goodearthvillage.org 
Registration is also open for summer camp at 
Ingham Okoboji: registrar@okoboji.org  

 
Day Damp – July 12-15. 
Led by staff from Ingham 

Okoboji Lutheran Bible 
Camps. 
Theme for 2021:  
Brand New!  Romans 6:4 
 

Registration forms will be available on May 1.   
Due back on May 25. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  The church is seeking 
4 helpers each day for Day Camp this year.  Two 
(2) helpers are needed for snack and lunch time and 
two (2) are needed to help with classroom 
activities.  Please prayerfully consider if you can 
help out all four days or a single day. 
Contact:  Sheila Hanke 507.399.1924 to sign up! 
 
 

Christian Education Webpage:  Our page is being 
updated!  The new page design and forms were 
approved.  Work will begin after Easter. 
 

In-the-Know:  Our curriculum is going 
digital!  Education has purchased Sparkhouse 
Digital that provides access to over 15,000 
resources and reproducibles for early childhood and 
children's programs.  The unique calendar and 
planning tools will help schedule the year, increase 
connections, provide lessons on-the-go, and 
increase volunteer access to information/lessons. 
 

Don't miss out on this exciting new 
offering!  Starting February 10th at 7:00 pm on the 

Trinity Lutheran Church's 
children/youth Facebook page, 
Christian Education Coordinator, 
Sheila Hanke, will be reading a 
bedtime story live followed by a 
prayer.  The storybooks will be 
the Frolic series produced by 
Sparkhouse.  Ages 2-8.  This will 
continue through the pandemic.   

 

                         

Youth Devo Nights: 
April 7 and 21 
All at 7:00 pm.  
 
ZOOM meeting ID:  229 
673 2646 
 

April 4, 2021      Youth Fundraiser for expenses of 
2022 National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis. 

         
Individually boxed Cinnamon Roll plus a    To Go 
cup of coffee – free will donation. 
Available after Easter worship at the north end (exit 
towards McDonalds) of the high school parking lot.  
First come, first served. 
 

                    

2022 ELCA Youth Gathering, in Minneapolis, MN, 
July 24 – 28, 2022.  This event is open to Trinity 
Youth currently in grades 8-11.  
More information about registration and deposit 
will be emailed / mailed from Rachel Kienitz. 


