
Custom Courses 

1. General reminders:  
a.  Courses need to be in FLEX mode- a check box is offered 

in your very first step before even seeing the course editor.  
If you miss it there- you can’t change it later.  Copying an 
existing course should ensure that it is pre-checked for 
you.  

b.  Course should have SUBJECT names of either FCS Math, 
FCS English, FCS History, FCS Science, FCS Bible, or FCS 
Elective (we search by these specific names).  COURSE 
names can vary and be creative (it’s what students will 
see). 

c. Editing rights should be Admin/Teachers, but don’t edit 
anyone else’s course please.  You can always make a copy 
and then do what you want with that, though, without 
worry. 

d. Nothing you change or make will affect currently enrolled 
students, and once you enroll students next Monday, you 
will not be able to make changes that affect them this year 
without removing and replacing their course with your new 
version- i.e. you don’t want this.  So do all you can to 
include plenty of room for change and creativity later on. 

e. When you edit courses, whether adding/removing units, 
lessons, quizzes, projects, or tests, you will need to 
consider the effect on the overall grade calculations in 
Ignitia from that.  Grades take a crude average of unit 
scores.  So 1 unit out of 6 is 1/6 of their grade.  Questions? 
Ideas?  Bounce em off me and I can help guide you.  By 
default, each unit is graded with 30% lessons, 20% 
quizzes, 20% projects, and 30% tests.  We can change 
that per level, course, or even per student as we assign it. 

2. Items to consider including in your course:   
a.  Extra “special project” (s).  You cannot edit these projects, 

but they do give a place to put a grade in for something 
you don’t foresee (though it only counts as a project) 

b. Blank CUSTOM projects.  Not only can you put a grade 
here (which still counts as a project), but you can also edit 
this any time in the semester, and the edits will be visible 
to students in the course.  Yay!  



c. The same goes for custom blank lessons, though they 
count as a lesson grade instead.  Also, you cannot add or 
remove questions later, but you can edit the questions, so 
feel free to put a billion blank questions in your blank 
lesson… 

d. Remediation work.  Whether you choose to do it through a 
project (see a or b above) or a test (you can create a 
second alternate test, for instance), think about those 
students that have unit scores lower than 70 for which we 
need to help them remediate until they can demonstrate 
mastery to us, and we can enter that grade in Ignitia so 
their unit is a 70 by the end of it all. 

e. Your creative ideas!  If you think of something, but aren’t 
sure how to make it work, or what the best approach 
would be, just ask.  I will be happy to advise. 
 

3.  Final note- for next year, you can start your custom course now 
instead of waiting until the end of summer.  You can start making 
edits as you think of them along the way (especially for second 
semester) and then use that to assign next time around.  It’s a 
nice thought anyway. 


