
 

 
Faith Lutheran Church—Hot Springs Village 

1196 Desoto Blvd.  71909  (501) 922-5700 
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost, September 20, 2020 

Pastor Bob Benke 

Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church this Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost.. We 

pray our ministry of Word and Sacrament is renewing to your faith and life. 

Your presence is a blessing to all others who worship with you today.  

At the end of the Service, please remain seated until the usher releases 
your row. 
 
Please do not gather in the Narthex, if you wish to visit with other 
members please do that outside under the portico. 

As We Gather 

A part of us expects justice from God. We think that fairness ought to 

reign—that each of us should get what we deserve. But this is a dead end. 

God does not give us what we deserve but acts with mercy and grace 

beyond belief. He is scandalously generous and lavish with us—giving us 

what we do not deserve and have not earned. We are tempted to ask God 

for equity and what we deserve, but God is determined to give us so much 

more in Christ. Only in faith can we learn to let God be God, to honor His 

generosity with the only response He desires: faith and thanksgiving. Today 

we pray the Lord to break through to our hearts and minds with His 

abundant grace and to rejoice that He is more than fair—He is merciful!  

 



 

Prelude: “Partita on Nettleton” by John Eggert  (LSB 686) 

Announcements 

Opening Hymn:  “With the Lord Begin Your Task”  LSB 869  v. 1,2,5 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task 

    Be to You commended; 

May Your will be done, I ask, 

    Until life is ended. 

Jesus, in Your name begun 

    Be the day’s endeavor; 

Grant that it may well be done 

    To Your praise forever. 
 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 32:1       Please Stand 

P   In the name of the Father, and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C   Amen.   

P  Lord God, You promise grace and every blessing to all who come before 

You and repent of their sins. Hear us now as we, Your humble children, 

bring our prayers before You. In silent prayer, we confess our sins to the 

Lord, seeking His cleansing forgiveness. 



 

A Time of Silence 

P  Most merciful Father, 

C  we come before You and admit our sinfulness. In our thoughts, 

words, and actions, we have failed to do what Your Word demands. 

We have not honored You fully with our lives, nor have we loved 

one another as You have first loved us. In the name of our loving 

Savior Jesus Christ, we ask for Your forgiveness. Because our Savior 

humbled Himself for our sake upon the cross, enable us in true 

humility to receive the remission You promise to Your repentant 

children. Amen. 

P  “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven; whose sin is 

covered.” God the Father has taken your sins and laid them upon our 

humble Savior Jesus Christ. Because of Christ’s sacrifice, God does not 

count your sins against you. He has taken them away! He remembers 

them no more! He preserves and delivers you as His child forever! As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen.                                    Please be seated 

Service of the Word 

INTROIT   Psalm 51:10–12 

P  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

C  and renew a right spirit within me. 

P  Cast me not away from Your presence, 

C  and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

P  Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

C  and uphold me with a willing spirit. Glory be to the Father and to 

the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever. Amen. 

 



 

Kyrie  

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

C  Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You 

relying on anything we have done, help us trust in Your abiding 

grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 55:6–9 

6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 7let 

the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him 

return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, 

for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 9For as the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 

thoughts than your thoughts.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord.      C Thanks be to God. 

Chimes of Faith: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” arr. by Frances L. Callahan 

Epistle: Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 

12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 

served to advance the gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout 

the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for 

Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by 

my  imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 
19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus 

Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation 

and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now 

as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 
21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, 

that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I 



 

am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with 

Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary 

on your account. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue 

with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may 

have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you 

again. 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 

that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you 

are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the 

faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. 

This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and 

that from God. 29For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ 

you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged 

in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 20:1–16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early 

in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the 

laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going 

out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 
4and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I 

will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the 

ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out 

and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here 

idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 

them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner 



 

of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their 

wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And when those hired 

about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now 

when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but 

each of them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled 

at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and 

you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 

and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 

doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take 

what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to 

you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or 

do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first 

last.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C Praise to You, O Christ.   

Please be seated 

Sermon Hymn: “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling”  LSB 827  v. 1,2,4 
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Sermon: “In the Beginning, Middle, and End It’s All About God” 

                Philippians 1:19-30; Matthew 20:1-16 

 P We stand and confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

Apostles’ Creed    

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

P Lord, in Your mercy.             C  Hear our prayer. 

Offering 

Offering Hymn:  “God Bless Our Native Land”  LSB 965 

 

 

 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 



 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated 

CLOSING COLLECT 

P   Let us pray,  

C  O God, whose beauty is beyond our imagining and whose power we 

cannot comprehend: show us your glory as far as we can grasp it in your 

Word and Sacrament, that we might look upon you without fear; 

through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  AMEN 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Closing Hymn   “How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord” LSB 853  v. 1,2,4 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Sending 

P    Marked with the cross of Christ go forth to love and serve the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God! 

Postlude: “Built on a Rock”  by Roger Wilson (LSB 645) 

 

******************************* 

 

The flowers at the altar are placed to the Glory of God. 

Please remember in your prayers: Gary Peeks, Marlene Bricker, Pat 

Mantell, Jerry Bonewitz, David Knoernschild, LaDonna Rhodes, Bob Lasher, 

as well as loved ones of Faith members and friends Mark Smith, Oliver “Olly” 

Meyers, Stephanie Carley, Dennis Long, Matt Lowe, Marilyn Wacker, Mark 

Seely, Charlie Salman, Bernice Salger, Hannah Woodard, Jerry Gilbert, Evelyn 

Anton. 

Prayer Chain: If you have a special request and/or would like to join the Prayer 

Chain, contact Pastor Benke at 922-5700. pastorbobbenke@sbcglobal.net or 

Chuck Smestad at cssmestad@hotmail.com. 

SERVING US TODAY 

Preaching: Rev. Robert J. Benke                             Music Director: Sigilda Naidin  

Organist: Sharon Martin                        Reader: Keith Keck 

Elders: Chuck Smestad and Chris Trimble        Ushers: Team “D”     

Altar Guild: Martha Olson and Sue Burns                Counters: The Wohlrabes 

Audio: Ken Wood                                                           Mary Bartels 

 

Personal Care Kits: Our Ladies Guild will help Lutheran World Relief again this 

year by sending Care Kits for the needy. Each kit contains: (1) dark-colored bath 

size towel, 52'x27'; 2-3 bath size bars of soap equaling 8-9 oz in original 

wrapping; 1 adult toothbrush in its original packaging; 1 sturdy comb-remove the 

packaging; and 1 metal nail clipper-remove the packaging. Kits will be assembled 

on Monday, October 12th at 11:30AM. Susan Peterson will apply for a Thrivent 

Action Team grant to buy more supplies. Please contribute to our efforts to help 

mailto:cssmestad@hotmail.com


 

the needy by bringing these items to the Fellowship Hall where a box will be 

labeled "Personal Care Kits". Thank you!  Susan Peterson 

Rummage Sale: We are excited to plan our annual rummage sale (Oct 23-24) 

and we want you to collect items. The church really doesn’t have any place to 

store items so please keep them until the week of Oct 19th. Please do not leave 

anything in the quilt closet. Thank you! If you have rummage sale questions, 

please ask Susan Peterson or Julie Keck. 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY – A new ladies Bible study on the book of Nehemiah will 

begin Wed., October 14, from 9:30-11 am. Through this 7-week study we learn 

about having a compassionate heart for others, and we’ll see that in Nehemiah. 

To sign up and reserve a study book, contact Deb Reed at 608-444-2932 

or debrar1980@gmail.com.   

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD – Do you know that Operation Christmas Child 

is a humanitarian AND evangelism effort? The child that receives your shoebox 

packed with toys, hygiene items, and clothing also receives a book about Jesus. 

And the child is invited to a 12-session “Sunday School” to learn more about God 

and His Son and how to share the gospel with others. As you might guess, the 

child shares what he/she has learned with family members, and the Good News 

of Jesus spreads. To help, you can 1) pack a shoebox 2) contribute items to go 

into a shoebox, or 3) contribute financially by placing your contribution in one of 

our special offering envelopes. To get more information, stop at the Operation 

Christmas Child table in the Fellowship Hall where you can pick up a shoebox. 

You can also contact Deb Reed, Veronica Detjens, or Sharon Joy with questions. 

The Village National Day of Prayer and Repentance: A group of believers in 

Jesus as Savior gathering for a purpose. To pray that our nation repent and return 

to the only God and our Savior Jesus Christ. Meeting at the Cortez Pavilion on 

Sept 26, 2020 from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Bring your own lawn chairs and refreshments.  

This will be simulcast. 

Directory Update:  Our member, Margaret Madson, has moved from Good 

Sams to Mt Carmel. Her new address is:  540 Ponce de Leon Drive, #319, 

HSV 71909  501-204-7169 
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THIS WEEK AT FAITH 

Mon 9/21   9:00 am     LWML  

Tue 9/22              Open 

Wed 9/23      8:00 am     Men’s Bible Study 

           2:00 pm  Ringers 

2:30 pm  Chimes of Faith 

    3:00 pm  Rescue Bells 

Thu 9/24            8am-2pm  Village National Day of Prayer 

Fri    9/25      Open 

Sat   9/26    

Sun  9/27         8:45 am  Bible Study 

                                                          Communion 

 

 

 

Pastor Benke’s Cell Phone: 651-214-4027/Home: 501-204-4620 

Keith Keck, President:  keithkeck@aol.com  501-463-3239 

 

Faith Lutheran Church   

1196 Desoto Blvd.  Hot Springs Village, AR 71909                  

Sunday Bible Study 8:45 am,     Divine Worship 10 am              

faithluth@sbcglobal.net; www.faithhsv.com/Office: 501-922-5700 
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