
 

 
 

Faith Lutheran Church—Hot Springs Village 
1196 Desoto Blvd.  71909  (501) 922-5700 

First Sunday of Advent, November 29, 2020 
Pastor Bob Benke 

Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church First Sunday of Advent. We pray our 

ministry of Word and Sacrament is renewing to your faith and life. Your 

presence is a blessing to all others who worship with you today.  

At the end of the Service, please remain seated until the usher releases 
your row. 
 
Please do not gather in the Narthex, if you wish to visit with other 
members please do that outside under the portico. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

AS WE GATHER 

We begin a new Church Year boldly begging for the advent of our risen 

Lord Jesus, His final coming to rescue and save us. Our boldness, however, is 

tempered with the humility of faith that says, “Nevertheless, Thy will be 

done.” For we know and even expect that His answer to our prayer will be 

hidden in mystery. It may be the mystery of our continued cry for mercy or 

the surprise of His final advent as victorious Lord and Judge of all. We know 

what followed our Lord’s humble entry into Jerusalem that great and holy 

week of His passion, namely, the mystery and surprise that His victory and 

the glory of God should be displayed for all the world on a cross. So today 

we pray with bold humility and confidence, for His coming and deliverance 

will always have a note of surprise—blessed surprise. 

Prelude   “Hark the Glad Sound”  (LSB 349) setting Jacob B. Weber 

Welcome 

Announcements 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

P Blessed are you, God of our salvation. 

You are the Potter and we the clay, 

Fashion us into a people that reflect the justice and righteousness  

You long to bring to the world that all might live in safety. 

As we light this candle, kindle in us the fire of your justice and 

righteousness, 

and make us blameless before you at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ  

with all the saints, let your face shine on us and bless us that we may be 

saved. 

C Blessed be God forever. 

 

 

 



 

Opening Hymn:  

P  A sign shall be given a virgin will conceive  

A human baby bearing undiminished deity. 

The glory of the nations a light for all to see that hope for all who will 

embrace His warm reality. 

  C  Immanuel our God is with us, 

      And if God is with us who could stand against us 

      Our God is with us - Immanuel 

Confession and Absolution       Please stand 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 who comes to wake us from sleep, 

 who leads us into the light of grace. 

C Amen. 

P Let us prepare the way of the Lord 

 by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

     Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P God of all time, 

C we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign 

among us.We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of 

justice and peace. In your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to 

welcome your light and to seek the things that will endure until 

Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 

P Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In ☩ Jesus Christ your 

sins are forgiven and all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news! 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

Opening Versicles 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

P Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 

C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell 

in the tents of the wicked. 

P Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

C Teach me Your paths. 

P Sanctify us in Your truth. 

C Your Word is truth. 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Please be seated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hymn of Praise Prepare the Royal Highway LSB 1-4 
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Collect of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

C Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we 

may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved 

by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 64:1–9 

1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains 

might quake at your presence—2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the 

fire causes water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, 

and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 3When you did 

awesome things that we did not look for, you came down, the mountains 

quaked at your presence. 4From of old no one has heard or perceived by the 

ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for 

him. 5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember 



 

you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we 

have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds 

are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the 

wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses 

himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have 

made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 8But now, O LORD, you are our 

Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your 

hand. 9Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, and remember not iniquity forever. 

Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.                C Thanks be to God. 

Flute/Piano Due:  “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” Sharon Martin, Deb Reed 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I 

give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 

was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him 

in all speech and all knowledge— 6even as the testimony about Christ was 

confirmed among you— 7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as 

you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will sustain you to 

the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by 

whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord.     C  Thanks be to God. 

Please Stand 

Gospel Responsory 

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David 

a righteous Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 

P He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 



 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 

Holy Gospel: Mark 11:1–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at 

the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go 

into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find 

a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3If anyone 

says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will 

send it back here immediately.’” 4And they went away and found a colt tied 

at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. 5And some of those 

standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6And 

they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 7And they 

brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 
8And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 

branches that they had cut from the fields. 9And those who went before 

and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord! 10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our 

father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.      C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Please be seated  

 

 

 

 



 

Hymn of the Day  Savior of the Nations, Come  LSB 332 v. 1,2,8 

 

 

 
 

8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012045. © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012045.    Public domain 

Sermon  "Chicken Little Was Right (Almost)" T 1 Advent T 

                Isaiah 64:1-9; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37 

Apostles’ Creed      Please stand 

 P  We stand and confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,  the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 

 



 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional prayers will be added] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Please Stand 

 



 

Offertory   Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart LSB 806 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Advent Canticle  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  LSB 341 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Closing Collect 

P  Let us Pray 

 C  God for whom we wait, you come to us in Your Word and 

Sacraments. Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our 

hearts, and send us forth to be your people in the world, 

announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Benediction 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy 

Spirit , bless you and keep you.  

C Amen. 

Closing Hymn Jesus Came, the Heavens Adorning LSB 353 

 

 

 

 
 

Sending 

P  Go forth in peace to share the Good News that God is With Us! 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude:  “Prepare the Royal Highway” (LSB 343)  setting by Robert B. Farlee 



 

The flowers on the Altar are placed there to the Glory of God by Mel Galatas 

in honor of their 57th Wedding Anniversary. 

Please remember in your prayers: Mike Benson, Mel Galatas, Frank Rysan, 

Mary Benke, Shirley Smith, Joanne Zirk, Charles Focken, Frankie Berlanga, 

Marlene Bricker, Pat Mantell, Jerry Bonewitz, David Knoernschild, LaDonna 

Rhodes, as well as loved ones of Faith members and friends Mark Smith, 

Oliver “Olly” Meyers, Stephanie Carley, Dennis Long, Marilyn Wacker, Mark 

Seely, Charlie Salman, Bernice Salger, Hannah Woodard, Jerry Gilbert, Jake 

Whisenhunt, Susan Mews, Tim Atkinson., John Blassingame, Tyler Soto, 

Linda Stipp, Hannah Muzika, Sue Zacek, Cameran Fields. 

Prayer Chain. If you have a special request and/or would like to join the 

Prayer Chain, contact Pastor Benke at 922-5700. 

pastorbobbenke@sbcglobal.net or Chuck Smestad at 

cssmestad@hotmail.com. 

SERVING US TODAY 

Preaching: Rev. Robert J. Benke             Music Director: Sigilda Naidin  

Organist: Sharon Martin                Reader: Deb Traywick 

Elders: Dave Olson and Chris Trimble               Ushers: Team “C” 

Altar Guild: Vicki Trimble & Susan Peterson      Counters: The Preboski’s 

Audio: Dave Drago                                                       and Judy Rivers 

 

Christmas Cards are on sale in the Fellowship Hall after church services 

while the supply lasts. All individual greeting cards and Christmas cards will 

be in the card room and are 50 cents each. This is a Faith Women’s Mission 

Project. If you have any questions, please contact Judy Rivers or Mary 

Bartles.  

RED LETTER CHALLENGE – This is one New Year’s resolution that is worth 

making – participate in the 40-day Challenge and start your 2021 year in a 

great way! You’ll have the support of others to complete all 40 days. And 

the red letters of Jesus’ words will find a new place in your heart. Join us! 

mailto:cssmestad@hotmail.com


 

Sign up in the Fellowship Hall or contact Deb Reed at 608-444-2932 

or debrar1980@gmail.com. 

Flower Chart:  December’s Flower Chart still has the 6th and 27th available 

for anyone wishing the adorn the altar. Also, the Flower Chart for 2021 is 

posted in the small fellowship hall.  Margie 

Readers: If you would like to be a Sunday morning readers of the lessons in 

2021, contact Chuck Smestad 915-9687; previous readers need not reapply. 

Staff Gift: Nearing the Christmas Season, we traditionally provide our staff 

with a Christmas Gift. If you would like to contribute this year, please place 

your contribution identified as Staff Gift in the offering basket by December 

16. 

Christmas Poinsettias: Today is the deadline to order one or more Red 

Christmas Poinsettias. Please complete the order form that is in your 

mailbox and return with a check for $8.00 each. Please make your check out 

to Faith Lutheran Church and note “Poinsettia” in the memo line. Thank you!  

Shirley Smestad 

Faith Christmas Needy:  We have three families with eight children. This 

Annual Event needs shoppers, gift wrappers and people to deliver. Donation 

Deadline is Sunday, December 8. The week of December 14 is designated 

for shoppers to purchase children’s clothing/toys. We will wrap gifts and 

separate groceries on Tuesday, December 22, at 9 a.m. Delivery will 

immediately follow. Please call Susan Peterson (922-2603) to volunteer. 

Christmas Cookie Packing Day will be Monday Dec 14 at 10am in the 

Fellowship Hall. Masks and gloves will be required! We will pack a Christmas 

assortment in tins for Harvey’s Chapel Christmas food baskets, Faith 

Lutheran shut-ins, and HSV first responders. Start making your cookies now 

and put them in the freezer. (Store bought cookies are welcome too.) If you 

can’t attend, but want to donate cookies, just leave them in the kitchen 

fridge with a note saying “Cookie Packing”.  Any type of cookie or candy is 

fine, just bring at least 2 dozen. A soup lunch will follow the packing. 

mailto:debrar1980@gmail.com


 

Tomorrow (Nov 30) is our last day for LWR quilting for 2020. We will 

start up again Jan 4th. Thanks for all the help - we made over 130 quilts!! 

Julie Keck 

 

THIS WEEK AT FAITH 

Mon 11/30      9:30 am  World Relief Quilters  

Tue 12/1                          Open 

Wed  12/2             8:00 am  Men’s Bible Study 

      9:30 am  Ladies Bible Study 

    1:00 pm        Ringers #1 

    1:30 pm  Chimes of Faith 

    2:00 pm  Rescue Bells #3 

Thu  12/3                   Open 

Fri    12/4               8:30 am        Elder’s Meeting 

Sat  12/5               

 

           

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Church  1196 Desoto Blvd.  Hot Springs Village, AR 

71909                     

Sunday Bible Study 8:45 am,     Divine Worship 10 am              

 

faithluth@sbcglobal.net; www.faithhsv.com/Office: 501-922-5700 

Pastor Bob Benke: Cell: 651-214-4027 

Keith Keck, President: keithkeck@aol.com  501-463-3239 
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