
 

 

Faith Lutheran Church—Hot Springs Village 
1196 Desoto Blvd. 71909 (501) 922-5700 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 2, 2021 

Pastor Bob Benke 
Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church this Fifth Sunday of Easter. We pray our 

ministry of Word and Sacrament is renewing to your faith and life. Your 

presence is a blessing to all others who worship with you today.  
 
At the end of the Service, please remain seated until the usher releases 
your row. Please do not gather in the Narthex, if you wish to visit with 
other members please do that outside under the portico.  
 

As We Gather 

One agricultural crop that is becoming better known in our days is the 

grape. Grapevines are everywhere in America, from New York and Virginia 

on the East Coast to California and Washington on the West Coast. Driving 

by a vineyard and seeing row after row of flourishing vines is a visually 

pleasant experience. Jesus speaks to the disciples and us that He is the true 

vine and we are the branches. He says that God looks for us to be fruit-

bearing as we are grafted into our life-giving Lord. Through our worship 

together, we are nourished in fruitfulness by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Prelude                       " Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word" (LSB 904)   

                                     Chorale Variations by Johann G. Walther 

Announcements  



 

Opening Hymn       465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

INVOCATION 

P Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, where we are buried in 

death with Christ to rise to newness of life, we are gathered in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Easter Acclamation  

  P  Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

  C  He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 

Confession and Absolution 

P Joined to the death and resurrection of Christ in our baptism; let us 

confess to God our sins and all that waits for resurrection in our lives. 

Silence for reflection. 

P God of love,  

C we find it hard to believe the witness of the resurrection: 

 we resist your unfailing love for us and for others, 

 and we turn our back on the gift of new life, 

 choosing instead the old way of sin, 

 the way that takes us far from you 

 and leads us back toward death 

Free us from this power of sin, 

 guide us by your Spirit, 

 and help us in our weakness, 

 that we may live as your children, 

 restored to new and everlasting life. Amen. 

P Brothers and sisters, rejoice!  

 There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.   

  It is in the name of T Jesus that your sins are forgiven. 

 The death Christ died, he died to sin, once for all;  

 but the life he lives, he lives to God.  

 So you also, by the power of the Holy Spirit,  

 are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  C  Amen.   



 

    Please be Seated 

Service of the Word 

Kyrie  LSB 168 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELCIS 

P:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray. 

C:  O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant 

that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You 

promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be 

fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

Please be seated 

 

 

 

 



 

First Reading Acts 8:26–40 

L: A reading from the book of Acts 

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to 

the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 

And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official 

of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. 

He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his 

chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah.  And the Spirit said to Philip, 

“Go over and join this chariot.”  So Philip ran to him and heard him reading 

Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  

And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip 

to come up and sit with him. Now the passage of the Scripture that he was 

reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 

and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

so he opens not his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

Who can describe his generation? 

For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet 

say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his 

mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about 

Jesus.  And as they were going along the road they came to some water, 

and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being 

baptized?”  And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went 

down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him.  And 

when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip 

away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.  But 

Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the 

gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.  

  



 

Faith Ringers Grp 1   “God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens” 

            based on Holy Manna Tune,  arr. by Douglas Wagner 

 

Epistle 1 John 4:1–11  

L: Reading from the book of 1 John 

  Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 

are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.  By this 

you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 

come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is 

not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was 

coming and now is in the world already.  Little children, you are from God 

and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in 

the world.  They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, 

and the world listens to them.  We are from God. Whoever knows God 

listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know 

the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 

has been born of God and knows God.  Anyone who does not love does not 

know God, because God is love.  In this the love of God was made manifest 

among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 

through him.  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 

us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so 

loved us, we also ought to love one another.  

 

 L: This is the Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Alleluia and Verse      Please stand  

 

 



 

Holy Gospel:  John 15:1-8 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fifteenth chapter.  

C: Glory to You, O Lord.  

 [Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.  

Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every 

branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already 

you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.  Abide in me, 

and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the 

vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.  I am the vine; you are the 

branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 

for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is 

thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, 

thrown into the fire, and burned.  If you abide in me, and my words abide in 

you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  By this my Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.  

  

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to You, O Christ.  

Please be seated 

Sermon Hymn - 474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen 
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Sermon:                  “Jesus – the True Vine – the New Israel” 

St. John 15:1-8 

Apostles’ Creed  

P:  We stand and confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

C:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

     And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

     the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

     Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 

     He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

     Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

     forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

    everlasting.  

    Amen.  
 

 



 

Prayer of the Church 

P: Let us pray for ourselves, the Church around the world, and all people in 

their various circumstances. For the Church here and wherever people 

gather around Word and Sacrament, that God would move us to true 

repentance so that we 

reflect in our lives the love that He has written on our hearts, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C: Loving Father, hear our prayer. 

P: For the clergy and lay leaders of the Church, that God would help them 

call the repentant back, enable healing across painful divisions, and teach 

catechumens of all ages the message of salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Have mercy on us, O Holy Spirit. 

P: That our Lord would bring about understanding across political borders, 

between racial, generational, economic, and cultural differences, and within 

families of all sizes and shapes, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord of the nations and Prince of Peace, listen to our plea. 

P: For teachers and students, social workers and counselors, police and all 

first responders, that God would keep them safe and healthy, guiding them 

in crises and sustaining them in chronic problems, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Father in heaven, hear our prayer. 

P: For all who are in exile from home, those who have been incarcerated, 

and any who have not been treated with human dignity, that God would 

surround them with supportive individuals and organizations, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C: Spirit of truth, increase their patience and hope that many may 

rejoice together. 

P: For those near and dear to us, [including . . .], people everywhere who 

seek healing and peace, and those known only to God, that our Lord would 

heal, restore, and console them, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord Jesus, come to their aid. 



 

P: These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly 

Father, grant to us for the sake of the bitter sufferings and death of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C: Amen.                             Please be seated 

 

Offering Hymn:  

LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P  Let us pray: 

  C Heavenly Father, God of all grace, govern our hearts that we may 

never forget Your blessings but give You thanks and praise for all 

Your goodness in this life until, with all Your saints, we praise You 

eternally in Your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

     come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day  

     our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

     us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

     forever and ever. Amen.  

  

THE CLOSING COLLECT  

P Let us pray,  

C O God, our Father, the One who fulfills His promises and gives the 

    crown of life to those who believe, we thank You for keeping Your 

    promises, even when it meant the death of Your one and only Son, 

    Jesus. We thank You that in spite of all of our wrongs, You give us 

    forgiveness freely. Guide us on our pilgrimage through this life to 

    the life You have promised, so that together with all of Your saints  

    we may celebrate the feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no 

    end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

    with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN  

 

Blessing 

P  May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and  

 forever. 

C  Amen. 



 

Closing Hymn      921 On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 

 

Sending 

P  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P  You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude:     "Jesus Shall Reign" (LSB 832) by Benton Price 

 

Please remember in your prayers: Debbie Traywick, Carl Nelson, Pat 

Mantell, Jerry Bonewitz, LaDonna Rhodes, as well as loved ones of Faith 

members and friends Oliver “Olly” Meyers, Stephanie Carley, Mark Seely, 

Charlie Salman, Bernice Salger, Hannah Woodard, Jake Whisenhunt, Tim 

Atkinson, Tyler Soto, Linda Stipp, Sue Zacek, Sandy Johnson, Joanne Paul, 

and Rick Bartels. 

 

 



 

Prayer Chain. If you have a special request and/or would like to join the 

Prayer Chain, contact Pastor Benke at 922-5700. 

pastorbobbenke@sbcglobal.net or Chuck Smestad at 

cssmestad@hotmail.com. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

SERVING US TODAY 

Preaching: Rev. Robert J. Benke        Music Director:  Sigilda Naidin 

Organist:  Sharon Martin          Reader:  Keith Keck 

Elders:  B. Traywick and C. Trimble        Ushers:  Team “B” 

Altar Guild: Vicki Trimble & Susan Peterson   Counters:  Ken & Carma Wood 

         and Mary Michels 

Audio:  Bob Bartnett   

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

HSV Pro-Life Celebration  

 

Consider supporting the Right to Life effort. Mark your calendars for May 8 

from 4:30 - 6:30 pm and attend a fundraiser at Balboa Pavilion. 

 

Enjoy a great meal from Home Plate, along with music and an opportunity 

to win prizes!.  

 

Donations will support Arkansas Right to Life, Change Point & New 

Beginning Pregnancy Centers. Gifts of cash, diapers up to size 6, wipes, baby 

wash and shampoo, and baby formula would be appreciated.  

 

Get your $15 tickets at HSVTicketSales.com or 501-922-5050. Questions - 

contact Deb Reed. 
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          FREE MOVIE SUNDAY 

“Courageous” is the afternoon movie on Sunday, May 16 

at 4PM in the Fellowship Hall. 

The movie synopsis:  four police officers struggle with their 

faith and their roles as husbands and fathers; together 

they make a decision that will change all of their lives. 

Drinks and snacks (like popcorn) will be served.   

COME JOIN US! 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

REMINDER!! 

Just a gentle reminder that next Sunday, May 9th is MOTHER’S DAY!  Candy 

and flowers are always appreciated!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT FAITH 

 

Mon   5/3              9:30 am  Disaster Blankets 

                              1pm –3:00 pm  Mah Jong 

Tues   5/4      Open   

Wed   5/5   8:00 am  Men’s Bible Study 

                   9:00 am  Men of Faith 

                                        1:00 pm  Ringers #1 

                                        1:30 pm    Ringers #2 

Thurs  5/6      Open     

Friday 5/7      Open 

Saturday 5/8          9:00 am  AA   

      

Faith Lutheran Church  1196 Desoto Blvd.  Hot Springs Village, AR 

71909 

Sunday Bible Study 8:45 am, Divine Worship 10 am              

faithluth@sbcglobal.net; www.faithhsv.com/Office:  

501-922-5700 

Pastor Bob Benke: Cell: 651-214-4027 

Keith Keck, President: keithkeck@aol.com  501-463-3239 
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