
 

 
Faith Lutheran Church—Hot Springs Village 

1196 Desoto Blvd.  71909  (501) 922-5700 
Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 22, 2020 

Pastor Bob Benke 

Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church this Fourth Sunday in Lent Sunday. We 

pray our ministry of Word and Sacrament is renewing to your faith and life. 

The hymn selections for worship are located in the burgundy Hymnal (LSB). 

Your presence is a blessing to all others who worship with you today. Members 

and guests please complete the visitor card and hand it to the usher. 

AS WE GATHER  

It’s said that darkness is nothing more than the absence of light. Darkness 

and blindness are words often used throughout Scripture to describe our 

sinfulness—the absence of the true Light. In our continued Lenten journey, 

we prepare our hearts for the dark afternoon of Good Friday at the cross. 

Yet even in that darkness, Jesus Christ brings the light of life. In our times of 

spiritual blindness and comfort in the darkness of this world, we gather 

again today to see His light through our vision of Spirit-given faith, that our 

eyes may look to Him who is the light of the world—the light no darkness 

can overcome. 

Prelude   “May God Bestow On Us His Grace”  setting Robert Lind 

Welcome 

Announcements 

 

 



 

Opening Hymn:   LSB 849 “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness v. 1-2   

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

With a liberating light; 

Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, 

Turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the One who preached the Gospel, 

Healing ev’ry dread disease, 

Calming storms, and feeding thousands 

With the very Bread of peace. 

2 Praise the One who blessed the children 

With a strong, yet gentle, word; 

Praise the One who drove out demons 

With the piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the One who brings cool water 

To the desert’s burning sand; 

From this Well comes living water, 

Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 
 

© 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012045. 

 

Invocation   

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, 

who calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

C Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 

P If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

 

 

 



 

P  Gracious God, 

C  have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you, 

knowingly and unknowingly. We have wandered from your 

resurrection life. We have strayed from your love for all people. Turn 

us back to you, O God. Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we 

may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house forever. 

Amen. 

P  Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, 

and you shall live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of 

☩ Jesus Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for 

you. 

Service of the Word 

Introit 

C  My eyes are ever toward the LORD, for he will pluck my feet out of 

the net. One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to 

gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. For 

he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal 

me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 

And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around 

me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will 

sing and make melody to the LORD. Glory be to the Father and to 

the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever. Amen. My eyes are ever toward the LORD, for 

he will pluck my feet out of the net. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Kyrie  

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

C  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every 

morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us 

as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. 

Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, 

give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 

obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 Please be seated 

 

 

 



 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 42:14–21 

14For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained 

myself; now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. 15I will 

lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the 

rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 16And I will lead the blind in a way 

that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I 

will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level 

ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. 17They are 

turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say to 

metal images, “You are our gods.” 18Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that 

you may see! 19Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom 

I send? Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the 

LORD? 20He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, 

but he does not hear. 21The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to 

magnify his law and make it glorious. 

P This is the Word of the Lord.     C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle: Ephesians 5:8–14 

8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 

Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good 

and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take 

no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For 

it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13But when 

anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that 

becomes visible is light.  Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise 

from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

 P This is the Word of the Lord.     C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



 

Responsory for Lent 

P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our 

sins. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 

P Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put away. 

Holy Gospel: John 9:1–41 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples 

asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 

blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, 

but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the 

works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one 

can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
6Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 

saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and 

washed and came back seeing. 8The neighbors and those who had seen 

him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit 

and beg?” 9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He 

kept saying, “I am the man.” 10So they said to him, “Then how were your 

eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and 

anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and 

washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, 

“I do not know.” 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 

formerly been blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the 

mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had 

received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I 

washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from 

God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man 



 

who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17So 

they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has 

opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18The Jews did not believe 

that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the 

parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this 

your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His 

parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born 

blind. 21But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who 

opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22(His 

parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had 

already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to 

be put out of the synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; 

ask him.” 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind 

and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 
25He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do 

know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he 

do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told 

you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? 

Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28And they reviled him, saying, 

“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God 

has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 

from.” 30The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not 

know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that 

God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and 

does his will, God listens to him. 32Never since the world began has it been 

heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man were 

not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born 

in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 35Jesus heard 

that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe 

in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe 

in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is 

speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus 

said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may 



 

see, and those who see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near 

him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41Jesus said 

to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, 

‘We see,’ your guilt remains. 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.      C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Please be seated  

Hymn of the Day   LSB 873  “Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies” 

1 Christ, whose glory fills the 

skies, 

Christ, the true and only light, 

Sun of righteousness, arise; 

Triumph o’er the shades of 

night. 

Dayspring from on high, be 

near; 

Daystar, in my heart appear. 

2 Dark and cheerless is the morn 

Unaccompanied by Thee; 

Joyless is the day’s return 

Till Thy mercy’s beams I see, 

Till they inward light impart, 

Glad my eyes, and warm my 

heart. 

3 Visit then this soul of mine, 

Pierce the gloom of sin and 

grief; 

Fill me, radiancy divine, 

Scatter all my unbelief; 

More and more Thyself display, 

Shining to the perfect day. 

 

 

Sermon     

P We stand and confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

Apostles’ Creed    

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 



 

Prayer of the Church    

P  Lord in Your mercy.      C  Hear our prayer.  

Offering   Please be seated 

Offertory         Please Stand 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

Closing Collect 

P  Let us pray. 

C  Compassionate God, through your Word you have fed us with the bread 

of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be 

hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace, and our prayer, the 

song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Benedicamus 

P Let us bless the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Please be seated 

Closing Hymn: LSB 810  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

1 I want to walk as a child of 

the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give 

light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. 

Refrain 

ref In Him there is no 

darkness at all. 

The night and the day are 

both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of 

the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord 

Jesus. 

2 I want to see the 

brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of 

Righteousness, shine on 

my path, 

And show me the way to 

the Father. Refrain 

3 I’m looking for the coming 

of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with 

patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of 

Jesus. Refrain 

 
© 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 

100012045. 

 



 

 

Sending 

P  Go in peace, serve the Lord.   

C  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude    “Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing”  setting Robert Powell 

*********************** 

Please remember in your prayers: Don Montgomery, Dana Peick, Darrell 

Herrig, Mary Lytle, Lois Schoenrock, David Knoernschild, Frank Rysan, Mary 

Stephany, Ned & Bev Schoenrock, LaDonna Rhodes, Curt Franz, Bob Lasher, 

as well as loved ones of Faith members and friends Mark Smith, Oliver “Olly” 

Meyers, Stephanie Carley, Dennis Long, Matt Lowe, Marilyn Wacker, David 

Schmidt, Mark Seely, Stephanie Greiner, the Mylan family, Charlie Salman. 

Prayer Chain. If you have a special request and/or would like to join the 

Prayer Chain, contact Pastor Benke at 922-5700. 

pastorbobbenke@sbcglobal.net or Chuck Smestad at 

cssmestad@hotmail.com. 

SERVING US TODAY 

Preaching: Rev. Robert J. Benke                        Music Director: Sigilda Naidin  

Organist: Sharon Martin                   Reader: Shirley Smith 

Elders: Chris Trimble and Chuck Smestad         

Altar Guild: Jeanine Preboski and Judy Rivers     

Audio: Joe Michels                                            

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD – We are collecting hygiene items and 

accessories for the months of March and April. Examples are:  comb and 

hairbrush; soap, toothbrush and washcloth; stick deodorant, lip balm (non-liquid), 

compact mirror, adhesive bandages, and nail clipper and file; blanket, sunglasses, 

and flashlight; reusable plastic containers (cups, water bottles, plates, bowls, 

blunt-edged utensils). Donations can be placed in the Operation Christmas Child 

box in the Fellowship Hall.  

Harvey’s Chapel and Zion Lutheran Food Pantries: Our 3rd Annual Lent Project 

has begun. To participate, donate one article of clothing/food for each day of 

Lent.  

mailto:cssmestad@hotmail.com


 

The Gideons gratefully thank the congregation for their generosity. The total 

received from Faith Lutheran Church on Sunday was $313.  Dave Finton 

FCA Banquet and Fundraiser: We’d like to fill up a table of 10 for the Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes (FCA) annual banquet and fundraiser on Thursday, April 16, at the 

Hot Springs Convention Center. Darryl Strawberry and Cliff Harris are featured 

speakers. Tickets are $50 per person. Contact Jim Tulke at 501-915-0265 before April 3 

to reserve your spot. FCA’s mission is “To lead every coach and athlete into a growing 

relationship with Jesus Christ and His church.” Please consider supporting this 

worthwhile organization. 

Easter Brunch is cancelled until the virus issue is resolved. Don Putnam 

 

THIS WEEK AT FAITH 

Mon 3/23    8:00 am  Memorial Garden 

                       9:30 am     World Relief Quilters 

Tue 3/24                Open 

Wed  3/25                      12:00 noon    AA 

Thu  3/26                Open      

Fri   3/27                   Open 

Sat 3/28              9:00 am      AA Open Meeting 

                                             11:00 am      Seventh Day Adventist Service 

 

DUE TO THE CORONA VIRUS SITUATION, ACCESS TO THE OFFICE IS LIMITED. THE SECRETARY 

(MARGIE) AND THE PASTOR WILL BE WORKING AS USUAL. PLEASE CALL IF YOU NEED 

ASSISTANCE, OR EMAIL THE CHURCH.  

Church Office:   501-922-5700      faithluth@sbcglobal.net 

Pastor Benke’s Cell Phone: 651-214-4027 

Keith Keck, President:   keithkeck@aol.com  501-463-3239 

Faith Lutheran Church   

1196 Desoto Blvd.  Hot Springs Village, AR 71909                  

Sunday Bible Study 8:45 am,     Divine Worship 10 am              

faithluth@sbcglobal.net; www.faithhsv.com/Office: 501-922-5700 

Pastor Bob Benke: Home: 204-4620/Cell: 651-214-4027 
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