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This led, in far too many cases, to the great examples of faith and faithfulness to
God and testimonies of witness to the Gospel being overlooked or even ignored.
We would do well not to turn away from the lives of the saints gone before us as
we live out our lives of faith and sainthood in the here and now. The writer of Hebrews calls them “the great cloud of witnesses.” We are told they are cheering us
on!
It is important, also, to hear what they have written about living the Christian life.
Here are some quotes from St. Augustine:
•

Resentment is like drinking poison and waiting for the other person to die.

•

Do you wish to rise? Begin by descending. You plan a tower that will pierce the

clouds? Lay first the foundation of humility.
•

What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to has-

ten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to
hear the sighs and sorrows of humanity. That is what love looks like.
•

If you believe what you like in the Gospels and reject what you don't like., it is
not the Gospel you believe but yourself.

November 1st is our day to honor All the Saints, to reflect on the those we have
known and loved who have gone to the “nearer presence” of God.
May God grant us the grace to follow the example of those who have boldly borne
witness to Jesus and to humbly take up the task of
sharing God’s love in this, our time of labor in the
Kingdom.
Pastor Bob
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OUR PURPOSE
No doubt there has been times in your life
when you have asked the questions – Why
am I here? What is the purpose for my life?
What is it that God wants from me? We
might remember asking these questions when we were young, but maybe
you have found yourself asking them again now that you are in your retirement years.
We can be assured that God has a purpose for us. He has placed each
one of us in specific vocations. And the Bible tells us that we are to be His
witnesses where He has placed us, with the people He has placed us with,
and at the current time.
God expects us to be His witnesses in our whole
lives, from young to retirement years. It also
means witnessing where we work, where our
hobbies lead us, in sports and in our neighborhood walks, within our churches and our families, when we are shopping or working out. We
are to be witnesses where ever and with whomever we come into contact with. That sounds like a big order, doesn’t it?
Start each day with a sincere prayer asking God to give you opportunities
to witness for Him. Open your heart to what He has in mind for you. And
don’t burden yourself with the expectation of converting someone. Your
purpose is to share God’s love in some way; the Holy Spirit will take it from
there. It is God who determines when He calls and converts someone.
The command we have from Jesus is to keep proclaiming His Word and living lives that reflect His love, and leave the rest to God.
Deb Reed,
Outreach Chair
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MEXICAN MISSION
It is with great pleasure that we have learned that Guillermo Leyva has completed
his vicarage and has been ordained at Todos Santos
(All Saints) church in Zapopan, Jalisco, (Guadalajara)
Mexico. Guillermo was one of the five students that we
helped finance during their seminary studies in Argentina and the Dominican Republic. He is from Mexicali
and frequently attended services at San Mateo Luterana
in San Luis Rio Colorado. Some of us have met him
there and were greatly impressed by this bright young
man.
We would note that all five of the men are active in the
Lutheran Synod of Mexico. Four are ordained and the
fifth is still taking on-line classes and has a church as a
lay pastor.
The pandemic has hit Mexico very hard, and the church at San Luis Rio Colorado
is now closed. They have services streamed on-line, but many of the members do
not have internet. Pastor Saul Silva is able to cross the border to distribute food.
There is little work available and many people are in need.

Dear Faith Members
Please remember due to the COVID-19 restrictions and
limited attendance at church services we are still operating Faith with all the normal expenses.
Thank you for sending in your monthly contributions to meet the budget. Please continue to do so.
Blessings,
Christmas Cards will go on sale November 1 in the Fellowship
Hall after Sunday church services. Individual greeting cards
(including Christmas cards and Thanksgiving Day cards) will
be in the card room (50 cents each). This is a Faith Women’s
Mission Project. Please contact Judy Rivers or Mary Bartels
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THANKSGIVING
FOR THE NEEDY
Nov. 15 deadline
Susan Peterson
922-2603 or
Mary Ann Jarvis
226-5157

We hope to feed six families
with homemade dinners from
Riverside Grocery.
Orders will be placed on
Monday, November 16th.
Delivery to families at
Jessieville and Mountain Pine
on Wednesday, November 25th.
Delivery people would be
appreciated…CALL Susan
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The Red Letter Challenge...
is a 40-day Bible study Faith Lutheran will be starting January 3, 2021. That time may sound like a long way off, but
with advance planning we hope to have as many church
members and guests participate as possible.
So What is This Study About? The Red Letter Challenge
takes the words of Jesus (think of the red highlighted words
in your Bible) and encourages you to put them into practice. Consider what Jesus
said in the Sermon on the Mount –
“Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall,
because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words
of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his
house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and
beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” Matt. 7:24-27.
This study groups the words of Jesus into five principles – Being, Forgiving, Serving,
Giving, and Going. We have six weeks of individual study. The first week is introduction, and each following week is devoted to digging into one of these principles. Each
day you’ll have a short devotion (large print and white space between lines!), Bible
reading and challenge activity that you’ll complete on your own. Then you’ll meet in a
small group to discuss what you read and your success with the challenges.
How will the Study be Presented? We are forming small groups to meet in homes
or at church, wherever it is most comfortable. We’ll even offer classes via Zoom for
those members who would prefer that type of interaction. The small group Bible study
approach provides opportunities for great discussion and social time, as well as developing deeper relationships with others. And it helps everyone complete all 40 days
of the study! We envision our small groups – anywhere from four to eight to ten people – meeting once a week to watch a short video and discuss the readings and challenges.
CONTINUED...
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What if I Can’t Join a Small Group? Let us know if that is your situation. We’ll see
how we can accommodate you, even if it is by completing the study yourself or with
your spouse.
Next Steps: We have a group of members who will help facilitate the small groups.
They will be extending invitations to join their small groups. Non-members, such as
an interested neighbor, is also welcome to participate; just let us know. We’ll also
have sign-up opportunities in the Fellowship Hall. Watch for those notices.

RLC Steering Committee: Feel free to contact any of the following committee
members: Pastor Bob, Don Hefta, Chris Trimble, Deb Reed, Veronica Detjens,
Sharon Joy.

LW M L
Please join us for our November 16th meeting when our
program will be a Bible Study with Pastor Bob beginning at 9:30 AM. He will also install our 2021 Executive Board:
President Susan Peterson; Vice-President Veronica Detjens; Secretary Julie Keck; and Treasurer Mary Benke.
THANK YOU to our ladies who assembled 93 Care Kits! Julie Keck and Linda Benson will take them to Little Rock on November 7th for shipment to
Lutheran World Relief.
Programs: Are there any speakers you’d like to hear? How about places
you’d like to visit on a field trip? Please share your ideas with Veronica Detjens who is working on next year’s calendar.
SAVE THE DATE: Monday, December 14th: Since our Christmas Party has
been cancelled due to the pandemic, we will have a Cookie
Packing Day with a soup lunch. The Christmas stocking will
be passed around for Kyle Ronchetto, our Seminary student.
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THANK YOU FOR GIVING YOUR TIME AND TALENTS IN NOVEMBBER

ELDERS :

D. Olson

DATE

COUNTERS

11/1

Chuck & Shirley Smestad

C. Trimble

GREETERS

READERS

Jesus

Marv Siebels

Jesus

Chris Trimble

Jesus

Don Hefta

Jesus

Frank Mantell

Beverly Denman
11/8

Jeff & Sherri Wohlrabe

Mary Bartels
11/15

Ken & Carma Wood
Mary Michels

11/22

Paul & Marsha Lehmann
Kathi Wastel

11/26*

Dave & Martha Olson

Jesus

Grace Wersching
11/29

Dave & Jeanine Preboski

Jesus

Deb Traywick

Judy Rivers
*Thanksgiving

USHER
TEAM-G

TEAM-A

TEAM-B

TEAM-C

Nov 1

Nov 8 & 15

Nov 22 & 26*

Nov 29

Charles Peterson
Rose Ludeke
Dennis Spars
Susan Peterson

Mark Klemann
Hank Jarvis
David Olson
R. Schaumburg
Chris Trimble

Larry Smith
Frank Rysan
Paul Lehman

Jim Betts
Terry Wendling
Liz Coonfer
Don Coonfer

*Thanksgiving
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Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child was started in 1993. Since that time,
the shoebox gifts have been distributed in over 160 nations and
territories including 50 “hard-to-reach” countries. The shoeboxes are delivered year-round to national and regional leadership teams that are responsible for distributing the shoeboxes in
their countries. The teams find and train local volunteers,
providing them with a solid Biblical foundation. Because these
Christian volunteers know the culture and the language best, they can effectively lead
outreach events including the discipleship classes the children participate in as a follow
-up to receiving their shoeboxes. Amazingly, the entire process, from teacher training to
student materials, cost just $6 a child.
It is quite a process to get the shoeboxes to needy children, but it is worth it. The children benefit from the gifts you prayerfully include in your boxes and through your contributions. They also benefit spiritually by learning about the love of Jesus and sharing
the Good News with their families.
We are still collecting financial contributions for this effort. Simply include your contribution in an envelope, mark it Operation Christmas Child, and place it in the offering plate.
If you would enjoy filling a shoebox on your own, pick one up from the Operation Christmas Child table in the Fellowship Hall and return it by November 8.
Thank you for your continued support and prayers for this effort.
Deb Reed, Veronica Detjens and Sharon Joy

MOSAIC MADNESS
Several Faith ladies have enjoyed going to Mosaic Madness in Hot Springs to create
Poured Paintings. It’s a fun process of layering different colors of acrylic paint and pouring them onto cut-out wood, canvas, or tile, creating a unique art project. We have
scheduled Sunday, November 8, from 2-4 pm as our next day of artistic creation.
Please let me know if you are interested in joining us and I’ll be happy to share more
details. Contact Vicki Trimble at vickitrimble@gmail.com or 309-258-2926. We only have
twelve slots to fill, so hurry in your response!
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Happy
Anniversary

November Birthdays
2 - Mary Michels

November ___

2 - Vicki Poecker

__# of years

2 - Chuck Smestad

24 - Donald & Barbara Hefta

46

5 - Richard (EM) Ames

27 - Terry & Janet Wendling

55

6 - Carl Burns

30 - Mel & Sherry Galatas

57

13 - Marlene Bricker
Altar Flowers for November

14 - Sonya Marhenke
15 - Vicki Trimble
16 - Joseph Michels
18 - Mel Galatas

11/1 - Shirley Smestad in honor of
Granddaughter, Elin’s &
Chuck’s Birthday

18 - Linda Benson

11/8 - Don Putnam in honor of
Veteran’s Day

19 - David Olson

11/15 - Open

20 - Ruth Siebels

11/22 - Terry Wendling in honor of their
55th Wedding Anniversary

20 - Carol Spars
22 - Elsie Peeks
22 - Terry Wendling
25 - Bob Lasher

29 - Dennis Stephany

11/26 - Judy Rivers in memory of
Warren & in thanks for
blessings.
11/29 - Mel Galatas in honor of their 57th
Wedding Anniversary

AL T AR GU IL D FOR NOV EM B ER
V i ck i Tr imb le & S u san P e te r s on
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Celebrating the bir th of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ is such a
special time of year. We will once
again prepare for this joyous
season by decorating our church
for Advent and the Christmastide.
The decorations will be simplified this year due to the worship ser vice
modifications we have made during the Covid situation.
The Chancel area will be enhanced by two Christmas trees and a reduced number of poinsettia plants; wreaths will be hung in the Sanctuary; and the Nativity display will be set up in the Nar thex. Volunteers are needed on Saturday, November 28 th , 9:30 am to help with
this task. What a great way to get into the Spirit of Christmas! Please
call Shirley Smestad 915-9687 to volunteer your ser vice. Thank you!

AUDIO BOOTH TEAM
FOR November

Figures for end of month September
Budgeted Income

$29,955.00

Income Received

$20,979.00

Shortage to Meet Budget

($8,976.00)

YTD Budgeted Income

$269,595.00

YTD Income Received

$230,545.94

YTD Shortage to Meet Budget

($39,049.06)

11/1 - Bob Bartnett
11/8 - Dave Drago
11/15 - Ken Wood
11/22* - Bob Bartnett
11/29 - Ken Wood
* Thanksgiving

SERVING IN THE MILITARY
Bruce White grandson of Bruce & Dot Neunaber. Sean Sandeen and Darryl
Wolff, grandsons of Don and Jackie Wolff. Devin Williams and P.K. Dao, grandsons of Jim and Mary Cunningham. Joe Schreck, son of Tom and Carol Schreck.
Jesse Meerschaidt, Grandson of Stu and Ruth Zimmerman. Dr. Mary Roelof who
is serving in the Army and granddaughter of Richard and Bettie Salzwedel.
Shane Wersching, grandson of Joe and Grace Wersching in serving in the Navy.
. Please

God, keep them safe….Amen
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November 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2
-WRQ 9:30

3

4
-MBS 8am
-LBS 9:30
-Ringers #1
2:00
-Ringers #2
2:30
-Ringers #3
3pm

8
-Holy
Communion

9
-Mem Gar
8am
-WRQ 9:30

10

15
-Voters
Assembly

16
-LWML 9:30

22
-Holy
Communion

29

-Mosaic
Madness
2 to 4

Fri
6
-Elders
8:30am

7

11
12
-Trustee
Workday 8am
-MBS 8am
-LBS 9:30
-Ringers #1
2:00
-Ringers #2
2:30

13

14

17

18
-MBS 8am
-Ringers #1
2:00
-Ringers #2
2:30
-Ringers #3
3pm

19

20

21

23
-Mem Gar
8am
-WRQ 9:30

24

25
-Ringers #1
2:00
-Ringers #2
2:30
-Ringers #3
3pm

26

27

28
-Hanging
Of the
Greens
9:30am

30
-WRQ 9:30

L

CGSG = Care Givers Support Grp

MBS = Men’s Bible Study

E

LBS = Ladies Bible Study

Mem Gar = Memorial Garden

LWML = Lutheran Women’s Mission League

Men Chr = Men’s Choir

G

5
-ORB 10am

Sat

ORB = Outreach Board

E

VQG = Village Quilt Guild

N

WRQ = World Relief Quilters

D
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