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The Holy Spirit is Not Always a Mighty Wind 
 

In just a few weeks it will be Pentecost, our celebration of  

the origins of the start of the church with the coming of God’s 

Holy Spirit. (You can check out the story in Acts 2) 

Jesus’ followers are depressed, fright-

ened, closed in and praying. The Holy 

Spirit strikes suddenly, frighteningly—

like a mighty wind—and blows them 

out into the streets. Things change. 

New ways of being God’s people, 

God’s witnesses are forged. The Holy 

Spirit can be a mighty wind. As a mat-

ter of fact, the word πνευμα (pneuma) means both Holy Spirit 

and wind. 

 

When the Holy Spirit wind blows into a community of faith, 

like Faith Lutheran, or into you, it is the kind of thing that 

knocks you off your feet with wild unpredictability. It is like 

new love, or like a dog hanging its head out the window of a 

car going 60 miles an hour, or a Thoroughbred storming 

down the home stretch in the Derby. It is the exhilaration of . 
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welcoming a soldier home from combat. It is getting great news from the doctor. It is a 

bunch of children giggling, squirming, singing at summer camp. It is the faithful excit-

ed to be back in worship after the long isolation of the Pandemic. 

 

But the Holy Spirit is not always mighty wind. Pneuma can be translated three differ-

ent ways: as spirit, wind, or breath. Sometimes instead of wind, we get only a breath. 

A whisper. The tender hug of the One who cares, supports, loves, rather than the fist-

bump of exhilaration. Not the excitement of new love, but the familiarity of a long-time 

love. Not the dog hanging its head out the window of a speeding car but dozing in the 

sun.  Not the stallion streaking down the track but foals grazing in the field. 

 

The whisper of the Holy Spirit is the exhale you make after you have 

heard bad news and realize you have been holding your breath. The 

whisper of the Holy Spirit is the sigh of a sleeping child. The whisper 

of the Holy Spirit is the breath of a bugler playing taps for the soldier 

who did not make it home or the veteran being laid to rest. The whis-

per of the Holy Spirit is the quiet voice of encouragement to get up 

and try again after disappointment or new limitations from a chronic 

condition. The whisper of the Holy Spirit breathes life into a home or  

a community that needs it. It gathers up the ones who are chased by the wind out of 

an upper room where they had waited alone and whispers, “Now what are you going 

to do?” 

 

Alone and worried does not work for the Holy Spirit of wind and whisper. What works 

is gathering, and then going out to share the Good News of forgiveness and salvation 

through the gift of faith in Jesus Christ alone. What works is finding the right words 

and acts to be Jesus to your own community. What works is using your own energy  

to take God’s mighty wind and quiet whisper out the doors, so that everyone might 

experience the wind of exhilaration and the whisper of encouragement and the peace 

that passes all understanding. 

 

This is both power and gentleness. This is the legacy of the Holy Spirit that comes to 

us anew each day. 

 

       —Pastor Bob  

       (with special thanks to Melissa Bane Sevier) 
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Operation Christmas Child 

 

Faith members are collecting items for the Operation Christ-

mas Child shoeboxes throughout the year as a way to spread 

out the giving to make it more manageable. For the months of 

May and June we are collecting some fun stuff -- small stuffed animals and games. 

Remember -- these items must be small enough to easily fit in a shoebox. And they 

can be for boys or girls ages 2 – 14.  Your gifts can be placed in the Operation 

Christmas Child box in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

If you would prefer to make a monetary contribution, you can place 

it in the offering plate in an envelope marked “Operation Christmas 

Child”.  Questions can be directed to Deb Reed, Sharon Joy, or  

Veronica Detjens. Happy shopping and thanks for your support!! 

ALTAR GUILD FOR MAY 

Julie  Keck   and   Mary Michels  

SERVING IN THE MILITARY   

Bruce White grandson of Bruce & Dot Neunaber.  Devin Williams and  

P.K. Dao, grandsons of Jim and Mary Cunningham.  Joe Schreck, son 

of Tom and Carol Schreck.  Jesse Meerschaidt, Grandson of Stu and 

Ruth Zimmerman.  Dr. Mary Roelof who is serving in the Army and 

granddaughter of Richard and Bettie Salzwedel.  Shane Wersching  

and Shannon Wersching, grandchildren of Joe and Grace Wersching are serving in the Navy. 

. Please God, keep them safe….Amen 
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WHAT TYPE OF PERSON  

ARE YOU WITNESSING TO?   
 

 

 

In the April newsletter I introduced the LASSIE acronym to you – Listen, Ask, 

Seek, Share, Invite and Encourage.  Before we can focus on each letter of this  

acronym, we need to consider the type of person you are witnessing to. Interestingly, 

we can group people in one of three categories:   

 

Head Person – Someone who enjoys discussing ideas, analyzing, debating con-

cepts, and validating information. Truth is their focus; they are most interested 

in the value of an idea, whether it is worth consideration. 

 

Heart Person – Someone who is a “feeling” person, or thinks about things from an 

emotional perspective. How will an idea impact someone’s emotional well-

being? How will it shape someone’s sense of value or belonging? They want to 

feel loved, valued, and significant. Their focus is on hope. 

 

Hands Person – Someone who looks at things from a practical perspective. These 

people will want to know how an idea put into action will make a positive differ-

ence in their communities.  Their focus is on purpose.  

 

Each person is dominate in one of these categories even though you may see your-

self in more than one. Knowing how a person connects and communicates is im-

portant in engaging with him or her. For example, you won’t be as effective presenting 

facts about the Bible to a “heart” person as you would a “head” person.  

 

Thinking about the type of person you will witness to and adjusting your approach ac-

cordingly will contribute in making you a more effective communicator of God’s love.  

 

 

 

Deb Reed 

Outreach/Evangelism Board   
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Faith Ladies Guild 
 

Our Lenten project to donate one item of clothing/food 

was a wonderful success! Thank you to all who contribut-

ed. Food Pantries and Clothing Closets at Harvey’s Chapel and Zion in Avilla were 

extremely thankful! 

Please join us for our May Prayer Breakfast on Monday, May 17th, at 

9:00AM. Our program will be Vickie Henry who will 

share “Prayer Bubbles”. A sign-up sheet will be avail-

able after Worship on May 2nd and 9th so we will know 

how much food we’ll need. The menu includes bacon 

& egg quiche, fruit, a sweetbread, juice, and coffee. 

There is no cost for the Breakfast. Remember your 

Mites and food donations for Harvey’s Chapel.  

We received this message from Kyle Ronchetto, our Seminary student: 

Greetings in the name of Jesus to all members of the Faith Ladies Guild: 

I am grateful for all your prayers and support throughout my final year at seminary! 

I will be graduating in the upcoming month and receiving my call in 9 days (April 28). 

However, this will not be the end of my studies. I will be continuing my education      

in the reduced residency PhD program, studying Theology and Culture with an    

emphasis on homiletics (preaching). I look forward to all that I can learn through    

this program, but I am also excited to start serving full time in the church, wherever   

I may be called. 

I ask my prayers for my wife and I as we prepare to receive our call and finish all the 

things left to do before we can leave St. Louis. 

Let me know if there is any way that I can pray for you. 

In Christ, 

Kyle Ronchetto 
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Dear members of Faith Lutheran, 

 

I pray that this letter finds you well, and I thank you once again for your continued support 

as I come to the end of my time at the Seminary. As we watch the days grow longer, and we 

bask in the glory of our Lord's resurrection, we are reminded of the many ways our Lord 

shows his love for us. I am reminded of how blessed we are as the people of God to place 

our hope in a Lord who knows the plans he has for us, and who prepares a place for us with 

him. 

As I start my final set of classes at the Seminary and prepare for my first call, my mind is, un-

derstandably, on the future. I am preparing for a sole call, which means that will be serving a church 

as their only pastor, rather than being an associate pastor or serving in a non-parish setting like a 

school or chaplain position. Hannah and I have indicated that we are open to going wherever the 

Lord and his church would have us go. What this means in the meantime is that unlike some of my 

classmates, I have no idea where I will be serving a few months from now. While this might sound 

scary, I'm actually very excited by the mystery of it all. The Lord calls workers into the harvest field, 

and we go with joyl I found a quote from our first Seminary president, C.F.W. Walther, that sums it 

all up very well. This is from Law and Gospel, lecture 20; it was a speech to a group of seminarians 

on Feb. 27, 1885. He said: 

"My Friends: 

When a place has been assigned to a Lutheran candidate of theology where he is to dis-

charge the office of a Lutheran minister, that place ought to be to him the dearest, most 

beautiful, and most precious spot on earth. He should be unwilling to exchange it for a king-

dom. Whether it is in a metropolis or in a small town, on a bleak prairie or in a clearing in the 

forest, in a flourishing settlement or in a desert, to him it should be a miniature paradise. Do 

not the blessed angels descend from heaven with great joy whenever the Father in heaven 

sends them to minister to those who are to be heirs of salvation? Why, then, should we poor 

sinners be unwilling to hurry after them with great joy to any place where we can lead other 

men, our fellow-sinners, to salvation?" 

Thanks be to God for the gift of his church! I don't yet know where I will be going, but I 

already know that i love it there. God blesses us richly with his gifts of Word and Sacrament, 

and he calls us together as his people to worship him and receive those gifts. What a joy to 

serve the people of God in the place where he calls me to serve! Thank you for your role in 

that work. Your generosity has made it possible for me to continue in my theological educa-

tion, and I appreciate you and thank God for you. I would encourage you to prayerfully con-

sider continuing that work with those who come after me at the Seminary; your work is a vi-

tal part of the process of training up pastors and sending them to serve the church.                   

Thank you again and God's blessings.                      Joe Pierson  
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THANK YOU FOR GIVING YOUR TIME AND TALENTS IN MAY 
 

ELDERS :     B. Traywick  C. Trimble                   

 

DATE COUNTERS      GREETERS   READERS 

5/2  Ken & Carma Wood   Jesus    Keith Keck 

   Mary Michels 
 

5/9*  Paul & Marsha Lehmann  Jesus    Gary Reed 

   Kathi Wastel 
 

5/16  Dave & Martha Olson   Jesus    Don Hefta 

   Grace Wersching 
 

5/23  Dave & Jeanine Preboski  Jesus    Frank Mantell 

   Judy Rivers 
 

5/30  Chuck & Shirley Smestad  Jesus    Deb Traywick 

   Beverly Denman 

 

* Mother’s Day    

 

      USHER  

                                          

TEAM “B”     TEAM  “C”            TEAM “D”   

May 2     May 9 & 16    May 23 & 30 

Larry Smith     Jim Betts    Carl Burns   

Chris Trimble     Liz Coonfer    Joe Michels   

Terry Porter     Don Coonfer    Carma Wood  

Paul Lehmann          Ken Wood 

           Mary Michels 
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Y E A H!!  Mah Jongg is back!! 

 

 We just received word that we will be able  

 to play Mah Jongg again on Monday after-                      

noons.  We play from 12:30 to 3:30.   

. 

I’m inviting everyone to join us.  If you know 

how to play, just  show up.  You  do not need 

to have someone to play with.  We will find a 

table for you to play.  It’s a great time to 

meet new people. 

 

Also, no need to have your own game.  There 

are  plenty of us who have a set. 

 

If you do not know how to play and would 

like to learn, we are putting together a class.  

Just email me at with your contact infor-

mation. 

frankie@globalhealthkeepers.com  

 

You will be required to wear a mask   

      except while you are at your table. 

 

   Blessings, 

   Frankie Berlanga 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figures for end of  month March 

 

   Budget Income                       $26,465.87 

   Income Received                    $35,401.00 

        Overage for Month             $  8,935.13 

  

   YTD Budgeted Income           $79,397.61 

   YTD Income Received            $87,486.13 

       Overage for Year                $  8,088.52 

 

AUDIO BOOTH TEAM  
      FOR MAY 

 

5/2  -    Bob Bartnett 

5/9  -    Dave Drago 

5/16  -  Ken Wood 

5/23  -  Bob Bartnett 

5/30  -  Dave Drago 

 

WAYS TO FULFILL YOUR 

COMMITMENT TO THE LORD 

  

1.     Send check to Faith 

2.     Bank draft to Faith 

3.     IRA or 401K RMD 

              (Required Minimum Distribution) 

4.     Donate stock 
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May Birthdays 

1 -   Deb Guyette 

1   -   David Preboski 

1  -   Michael Schall 

3  -   Roger Hanebutt 

5 -  Mary Ann Jarvis 

6 -  Marilyn Schellhorn 

9  -   Lydia Wiechert 

13 -   Sharon Joy 

13 -   Karen Tidquist 

14  -  Loretta Tulke 

16  -  Joe Toney 

18  -  Richard Pratt 

22  -  Laura Zuelke 

23 -    Jim Tulke 

24 -   Judy Rivers 

26  -  Veronica Detjens  

27  -  Jimmy Betts 

29  -  Bruce Neunaber 

 

Happy  

Anniversary  
 

May__    __# of years 

1    -  Eugene & Carolyn Schindel    39 

5 -  Wayne & Barbara Poweleit 59 

6 -  Kenneth & Carma Wood  19 

10 -  Gary & Deb Reed   41 

11  -  Robert & Karen Bartnett  47 

11 -  Thomas & Carol Schreck  42 

12 -  Joseph & Mary Michels  48 

15 -  David & Martha Olson  50 

15  -  Kyle & Barbie Mueller  13 

18  -  Jerry & Fran Bonewitz    9 

27  -  Carl & Sue Burns   60 

29  -  Hank & Mary Ann Jarvis 50 

30  -  Don & Elizabeth Coonfer  63 

Happy Birthday  

to you! 

Altar Flowers for May 

2nd  -  Open 

9th  -  Open 

16th  -  Dave & Martha Olson, 50th Anniv. 

23rd  -  Carl & Sue Burns, 60th Anniv 

30th  -  Hank & Mary Ann    

    Jarvis, 50th Anniv. 
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LETTER FROM GOD TO WOMEN … 
 

When I created the heavens and the earth, I spoke them into being.  

When I created man, I formed him and breathed life into his nostrils.  

But you, woman, I fashioned after I breathed the breath of life into man 

because your nostrils are too delicate.  I allowed a deep sleep to come 

over  man so I could  patiently and perfectly fashion you.  Man was put to sleep so that he 

could not interfere with My creativity.  From one bone, I fashioned you.  I chose the bone that 

protects man’s life.  I chose the rib, which protects his heart and lungs and supports him, as 

you are meant to do.  Around this one bone, I shaped you...I modeled you.  I created you per-

fectly and beautifully.  Your characteristics are as the rib, strong yet delicate and fragile.  You 

provide protection for the most delicate organ in man, his heart.  His heart is the center of his 

being; his lungs hold the breath of life.  The rib cage will allow itself to be broken before it will 

allow damage to the heart.  Support man as the rib cage supports the body.  You were not tak-

en from his feet, to be under him; nor were you taken from his head, to be above him.  You were 

taken from his side, so stand beside him and be held close to his side. 

 

You are my perfect angel...my beautiful little girl.  

You have grown to be a splendid woman of excel-

lence, and my eyes fill when I see the virtues in your 

heart.  Your eyes, don’t change them.  Your lips, how 

lovely when they part in prayer. Your nose, so perfect 

in form.  Your hands, so gentle to touch.  I’ve         

caressed your face in your deepest sleep.  I’ve held 

your heart close to mine.  Of all that lives and 

breathes, you are most like me. 

 

Adam walked with me in the cool of the day, yet he was lonely.  So everything I wanted Adam  

to share and experience with me, I fashioned in you.  My holiness, My strength, My purity, 

My love, My protection and support.  You are special because you are an extension of me.  

Man represents My image; woman, My emotions.  Together, you represent the totality of God. 
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M a y  2 0 2 1  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

-AA 9am 

2 3 

-WRQ 9:30 

-MJ 12:30 

4 5 

-MBS 8am 

-MoF 9am 

-LBS 9:30 

-Ringer #1 1pm 

-Ringer #2  1:30 

6 7 

-Elders 

  8:30 

8 

-AA 9am 

9 

-Holy 

  Communion 

 

 

10 

-Mem Gar 8am 

-WRQ 9:30 

-MJ 12:30 

11 12 

-MBS 8am 

-MoF 9am 

-LBS 9:30 

-Ringer #1 1pm 

-Ringer #2  1:30 

13 

-ORB 10am  

14 15 

-AA 9am 

-Trustees 

   Workday 

     8am 

16 17 

-Prayer 

  Breakfast 

  9am 

-MJ 12:30 

18 19 

-MBS 8am 

-MoF 9am 

-LBS 9:30 

-Ringer #1 1pm 

-Ringer #2  1:30 

20 21 22 

-AA 9am 

23 

-Holy 

  Communion 

24 

-Mem Gar 8am 

-WRQ 9:30 

-MJ 12:30 

 

 

25 26 

-MBS 8am 

-MoF 9am 

-LBS 9:30 

-Ringer #1 1pm 

-Ringer #2  1:30 

27 28 29 

-AA 9am 

30 31 

-WRQ 9:30 

 

 

     
AA= Alcoholics Anonymous 

LBS = Ladies Bible Study 

MBS = Men’s Bible Study 

Mem Gar = Memorial Garden 

MJ = Mah Jongg  

MoF  =  Men of Faith 

ORB = Outreach Board 

WRQ = World Relief Quilters 
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