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Explaining Easter for Seven Weeks? 

 

One would think the easiest sermons for a pastor to write and preach 

would be Christmas and Easter. In 

some form or another every sermon 

refers to God becoming incarnate in 

human form – born as a man to save 

us from sin and death and that leads 

right into the suffering and death and 

then the resurrection to conquer 

death – which is why each Sunday   

is celebrated as a “Little Easter.” 

  

Ah, but Christmas and Easter are the 

two occasions when everyone attend-

ing wants the pastor to bat 1000—hit 

one out of the park—make the win-

ning touchdown and get the Superbowl trophy (without a “Hail Mary” in 

the Lutheran church?). If only explaining Easter was like drawing up a 

winning game plan.  Yes, God’s plan was perfect – “when the fullness 

of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 

the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might re-

ceive adoption as sons/children of God.” Galatians 4:4-5 

“Hell took a body, 

       & discovered God.  
    

It took earth,  

       & encountered heaven.  
      

It took what it saw,  

       & was overcome  

          by what it did not see!” 

                         

—John Chrysostom 

Our Mission: “Sharing the Love of God in Christ Jesus” 

JOIN US ON SUNDAY… 

   Bible Study 8:45 am 

   Worship     10:00 am 

 

WEDNESDAY... 

Men’s Bible Study       8 am 

Women’s Bible Study  9:30 am 

AA Meeting                12 noon 

Bell Choir                 2:00 pm 

Voice Choir               3:30 pm 
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The observances of Holy Week: The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, Maundy Thursday when Jesus 

gave the New Command to Love One Another, Good Friday and the agony of the Passion and the 

Eternity Shattering Resurrection on Easter bring us face-to-face with the power of God—power over 

death which nothing in creation escapes.  How can one explain that power?  You can only stand in 

awe and amazement.  Moreover, it brings us face-to-face with inexpressible love—love that sacrific-

es all— “Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.” (Isaac Watts)  

 

I’ve always been most impressed by the women who risked life and limb 

to go to a tomb and anoint their beloved teacher, now slain.  The men 

were shaking in fear and the women carried a heavy load of spices 

knowing they’d face angry up-all-night soldiers.  That love and devotion 

inspires me and I know they were just putting one foot in front of the oth-

er weighed down in grief  - brutal grief as, other than John, it was only 

the women who were brave enough to witness the brutal crucifixion and 

death of their beloved teacher, Jesus.  No wonder it was to the women 

that Jesus first made His resurrection known. Their fear did not stop them as love motivated them 

and they found more than they could ever hope for. 

  

The Easter Season lasts for 7 weeks and in those weeks this year all of our Gospel lessons will 

come from the book of John.  The first is always Thomas – the “See it to Believe it Guy.”  We’ll go to 

the shores of Galilee where Jesus showed Himself to the disciples with a great catch of fish.  As He 

did to the disciples Jesus will open to us the Scriptures to show us Who He Is and will ever be! Each 

of these Sundays are a time to rejoice in the power of the resurrection, to come and worship our Ris-

en Lord – bring a friend, share the Good News.  

  

—  Pastor Bob 

GAME NIGHT 
 

Everyone is Invited – Sunday – May 19
th

 – 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm! 
 

We play a wide variety of card and board games, and 
you may bring your “favorite game” to add to the fun.  

Join us for an enjoyable social evening – meet new mem-
bers, visit with longtime friends, or extend an invitation 
to neighbors and other acquaintances.  Initials A—L 
please bring light snacks and beverages to share.   

 

See you then! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://clipart-library.com/img/1731598.jpg&imgrefurl=http://clipart-library.com/clipart/1731598.htm&docid=BoDwPWOcsjYmFM&tbnid=HaIVpa2wiAwsuM:&vet=1&w=1388&h=1383&bih=500&biw=1067&ved=0ahUKEwiD-83p1I_ZAhVh6IMKHQMMAEcQxiAIG
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Looking for a new way to reach out to neighbors and 

friends? Have you considered inviting them to a 

Christian movie? Doing so gives you a wonderful 

opportunity to discuss its message afterwards, af-

fording you a chance to share your faith. Plus, by 

attending Christian movies the money you are 

spending supports quality, family entertainment.   

 
Several recent movies have been “Run the Race” (a young athlete comes to faith) and 

“Unplanned” (an abortion clinic manager becomes pro-life). If you 

missed them, you can rent the DVDs which are scheduled to be re-

leased in May 2019 and June/July 2019,   respectively.   

 
There are upcoming movies to consider attending as well. Here are 

three: 

 
 “Breakthrough” was released April 17. Breakthrough is based on 

an inspirational true story of a mother who continues to pray for her 

son who isn’t expected to survive after falling through an icy lake.   

 
“The Pilgrim’s Progress-Journey to Heaven” was released April 

18. This is an animated version of John Bunyan’s classic book 

“Pilgrim’s Progress”. 

 
“Overcomer” is scheduled to be released in August. It’s a story about a high school coach who finds 

himself coaching cross-country and mentoring a young girl along her faith walk.  

 
Mark your calendars so you can take these in. And don’t forget to invite a neighbor, friend or better 

yet, organize a group to attend the movie. 

NEW “BUDDY CALL SYSTEM” 
      

If you live alone or are the caretaker of an ill spouse and 

are not in contact with a friend or neighbor on a daily or 

regular basis, we’d like to develop a program to assure 

your safety and well-being.  We are looking for volunteers 

to match and to call individual members or households on 

a daily basis at a set time to check on their well-

being.  Your daily contact could make the difference be-

tween life and death, if they do not respond to your call 

because they are physically unable to get help.   

Please contact Shirley Smestad 915-9687 or email cssmestad@hotmail.com if you’re willing 

to be a CALLER or if you wish to TO BE CALLED.     Thank you  

mailto:cssmestad@hotmail.com
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THANK YOU FOR GIVING YOUR TIME AND TALENTS IN MAY 
 

ELDERS :     G. Reed   D. Drago                   

 

DATE COUNTERS      GREETERS   READERS 

5/5  Chuck & Shirley Smestad Marv & Ruch Seibels  Don Putnam 

    Beverly Denman 

5/12  David & Jeanine Preboski Charlie & Susan Peterson Deb Reed 

   Judy Rivers 

5/19  Dave & Martha Olson  Dick & Gloria Millius  Charlie Peterson 

   Beverly Kraus 

5/26  Jeffrey & Sherri Wolhlabe Larry & Shirley Smith  Frank Mantell 

   Mary Bartels     

                   USHER                                      
TEAM  “D”  TEAM “E”  

May 5 & 12   May 19 & 26 

 Carl Burns   Don Montgomery 

Ken Wood   Wayne Stabelfeldt 

Chris Trimble  Gary Peeks 

                           Terry Porter  
  

Figures for end of  March 

        Mar Budgeted Income                    $26,682.75 

        Mar Income Received                     $35,418.92 

            Overage for Month                      $8,736.17 

  

  

    Year to date Budgeted Income            $80,048.25 

    Year to date Income Received             $86,328.72 

            Overage for Year                     $6,280.47 

 

 

AUDIO BOOTH RESPONSIBILITIES      

FOR MAY 

5/5  -  Ken Wood 

5/12  -  Bob Bartlett 

5/19  -  Dave Drago 

5/26  -  Hank Jarvis 

 

ALTAR  GUILD  FOR  MAY 

Joan Griep 

Gloria Millius 
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   MEMORIAL GARDEN MEMO  

 

The Memorial Garden Committee would like to invite you up to the gardens 

for a “breath of spring”.  The daffs were just beautiful this year and peonies 

are about to bud-open along with the Iris (donated by Mrs. Growth before 

she moved).   If you haven’t noticed…. the birdbath has been moved.  The 

plants, trees and bushes are loving all this rain – fall colors should be spec-

tacular this year. We have a few new volunteers to our committee.  Our 

work sessions remain on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month, starting at 

8 a.m.   If you’d like to join us, we work about 1 ½ to 2 hours, depending on the number of helpers.  “Many 

hands make light work”.  We try to keep all jobs simple and easy so anyone can pitch in.  

 

S EE YO U IN TH E GA RD EN!!!   

 

What should you be doing in your own garden?    

• Weed, feed, mulch and Preen are what’s on the spring agenda.  (Preen is a preemergent that stops weeds 

from coming back.)    

• If you’re going to plant some new bushes – do it quickly.  The heat of summer is fast approaching.  Keep 

them watered.  Note:  Fall is usually a better time to plant trees and bushes here in Arkansas (very differ-

ent from up north).  

• It’s a little early for summer vegetables, but as soon as the nights warm to 50 degrees – get those veggie 

babies in the ground!  Same for annual flowers.  

• Now is the time for perennial plants.  Don’t forget to keep them watered once the rains stop.  A long-term 

feed and monthly shots of Miracle Grow will show a great response.  Remember:  First year sleeping, sec-

ond year creeping and third year leaping.  Be a patient gardener.  

• Container gardeners should monitor closely to gauge water needs...those buckets can dry out quickly in 

the heat of summer.  Twice a day watering may be necessary.  Container plantings are heavy feeders:  I 

suggest a long-term fertilizer like Osmocote and then monthly feedings with Miracle Grow.   To help keep 

moisture in the containers water retaining pellets can be mixed in with your soil – they are found at gar-

dening centers everywhere.  A disposable baby diaper (5 for $1 at Dollar Tree) can also be useful.  Make a 

couple slits in the bottom of the diaper and place it in the bottom of your container.  Then add your con-

tainer soil and plant your plants.  That little diaper holds water (even with the 

slits) and helps to keep your containers moist for a longer period.    

 

Happy Gardening!!!!  
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May Birthdays 

1 -  Deb Guyette 

1  -  Michael Schall 

1  -  David Preboski 

3  -  Roger Hanebutt 

5 -  Mary Ann Jarvis 

6 -  Marilyn Schellhorn 

9  -  Lydia Wiechert 

13 -  Darwin Hettig 

13  -  Sharon Joy 

14  -  Loretta Tulke 

16  -  Joe Toney 

17  -  Frank Rysan 

18  -  Richard Pratt 

22  -  Laura Zuelke 

23 -  Jim Tulke 

24 -  Judy Rivers 

26  - Veronica Detjens  

27  -  Jimmy Betts 

29  -  Bruce Neunaber 

 

Happy  

Anniversary  
 

May__    __# of years 

5 -  Wayne & Barbara Poweleit 57 

5  -  Kenneth & Carma Wood  17 

11 -  Thomas & Carol Schreck  40 

12 -  Joseph & Mary Michels  46 

15 -  David & Martha Olson  48 

27  -  Carl & Sue Burns   58 

29  -  Hank & Mary Ann Jarvis 48 

30  -  Don & Elizabeth Coonfer  61 

 

 

Altar Flowers for May 

5/5  -  Don Putnam \ 

    in memory of his brother, Carlton 
 

5/12  -  Carl Nelson, in memory of  

               Rosemarie for Mother’s Day  
 

5/19  -  Dave & Martha Olson, their 48th 

      Wedding Anniversary 
 

5/26  -  Carl & Sue Burns, their 58th  

       Wedding Anniversary  
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SERVING IN THE MILITARY   

Bruce White grandson of Bruce & Dot Neunaber.  Sean Sandeen and Darryl 

Wolff, grandsons of Don and Jackie Wolff.  Devin Williams and  P.K. Dao, grand-

sons of Jim and Mary Cunningham.  Joe Schreck, son of Tom and Carol Schreck.    

Jesse Meerschaidt, Grandson of Stu and Ruth Zimmerman.  Dr. Mary Roelof who 

is serving in the Army and granddaughter of Richard and Bettie Salzwedel. 

Please God, keep them safe….Amen 

LWNL  -  Faith Ladies Guild 
 

2017-2019 LWML MISSION GOAL MET… All thanks and praise 
to our Triune God from whom all blessings flow for meeting the 
$2,075,000 mission goal in order to fund all 22 mission grants 
which will help spread the Gospel message of peace, love, and 
forgiveness through our Savior Jesus Christ. Through your faith-
ful and prayerful giving of mite offerings, whether it be pennies, 
five dollar bills, or large checks, you have contributed to furthering our Lord's kingdom. 
To read more about the 22 mission grants, visit www.lwml.org/mission-grants. 

 

 Please join us on Monday, May 6th, at 9:30AM, when Laura Zuelke will 
show us how easy it is to put together quilts for Lutheran World Relief. 
This is a Thrivent Action Team event and ALL HANDS are welcome!  

 

All ladies are invited to our May Prayer Breakfast on Mon-
day, May 20th, at 9:30 AM. Marlene Zenker will present her 
program of “Peter’s Mother-in-Law”. Our Ingathering will be a 
Baby Shower to benefit Change Point Pregnancy Center in Hot 
Springs. Diapers (sizes 1 & 2), diaper rash medicine, pacifiers, 
baby bath and shampoo are needed. Their work to save babies 
from abortion is a blessing in our community!  A quiche menu 
will be served. Sign-up sheets will be in the Hall after Worship 
for a headcount. No tickets are necessary. Please share prayer 
requests with     Julie Keck/Mary Benke to be included in 
the program.  

 

A team of volunteers will help at the Zion (Avilla) Food Pantry and Clothing Clos-
et on May 20th at 4:00 PM to fill food baskets and sort clothing. Contact Veronica 
Detjens/Jackie Wolff for more details. You WILL be home before dark!  

http://www.lwml.org/mission-grants
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May 2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

-MBS 8am 

-LBS 9:30 

-AA noon 

-Ringers 1:30 

-Singers 3:30 

2 

-Braille HSV 

   9am 

-Braille HS 

   10am  

-ORB 10am  

3 

-Elders Mtg 

   8:30 

4 

-Church 

  Grounds 

   8am 

-AA 9am 

5 6 

-Braille HSV 

  8:30 

-WRQ 9:30 

-Mah Jongg 

   12:30 

7 

-Braille HSV 

   9am 

-Braille HS 

   10am   

-CGSG 10:30 

8 

-MBS 8am 

-LBS 9:30 

-AA noon 

-Ringers 1:30 

-Singers 3:30 

9 

-VQG 8am 

-Braille HSV 

   9am 

-Braille HS 

   10am   

10 

VQG 8-4 

11 

-AA 9am 

12 

-Holy 

  Communion 

 

13 

-Mem Gar 8am 

-Braille HSV 

  8:30 

-WRQ 9:30 

-Mah Jongg 

   12:30 

-Council Mtg 

   7pm 

14 

-Am Leg Exe 

   8am 

-Braille HSV 

   9am 

-Braille HS 

   10am   

 

 

15 

-MBS 8am 

-LBS 9:30 

-AA noon 

-LWML Exe 1pm 

-Ringers 1:30 

-Singers 3:30 

 

 

16 

-Braille HSV 

   9am 

-Braille HS 

   10am   

17 18 

-AA 9am 

19 

-Voters 

   Assembly 

 

-Game Day 

   6:30 

20 

-Braille HSV 

  8:30 

-LWML 9am 

-Mah Jongg 

   12:30 

   

 

21 

-Am Leg Mtg 

   8am 

-Braille HSV 

   9am 

-Braille HS 

   10am   

-CGSG 10:30 

-GWBG 4pm 

22 

-MBS 8am 

-LBS 9:30 

-AA noon 

-Ringers 1:30 

-Singers 3:30 

 

 

23 

-Braille HS 

   10am   

 

 

24 25 

-AA 9am 

26 

-Holy 

  Communion 

27 

-WRQ 9:30 

 

28 

-Braille HS 

   10am   

29 

-LBS 9:30 

-AA noon 

 

30 

-Braille HSV 

   9am 

-Braille HS 

   10am   
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AA = Alcoholic Anonymous  

Am Leg = American Legion 

CGSG = Care Givers Support Grp 

FCA = Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

GWBG = Great Works Book Grp 

LBS = Ladies Bible Study 
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MBS = Men’s Bible Study 

Mem Gar = Memorial Garden 

Men Chr = Men’s Choir 

ORB = Outreach Board 

VQG = Village Quilt Guild 
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