
1 

CELEBRATE  FREEDOM  

This month as we celebrate the Freedom that is ours in the United 
States I wanted to highlight the LCMS Ministry to the Armed Ser-
vices. Our soldiers need our support.  

The  belt of truth “Finally, be strong in 
the Lord and in the strength of his 
might. Put on the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to stand against 
the schemes of the devil. For we do 
not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the au-
thorities, against the cosmic powers 
over this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. There-
fore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the 
belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of right-
eousness.”                
      —Eph. 6:10-14 

The following is from the newsletter sent to our members in the 
Armed Forces and was written by Chaplain (LTC) Steven Hokana 
USA (Ret.) 

        —CONTINUED 

Our Mission: “Sharing the Love of God in Christ Jesus” 

JOIN US ON SUNDAY… 

   Bible Study 8:45 am 

   Worship     10:00 am 

 

WEDNESDAY... 

Men’s Bible Study       8 am 

Women’s Bible Study  9: 15am 

AA Meeting                12 noon 

Bell Choir                 2:00 pm 

Voice Choir               3:30 pm 
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The battle we’re in is serious business. The enemy is aggressive, intelligent 

and passionate about your destruction. St. Paul directs us to be strong in 

the Lord! Place hope in Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life. The same 

Christ of God Who destroyed Hell and restored us to our heavenly Father. 

Put on the full armor of God. As one adorns for battle, the first piece we put 

on is the “Belt of Truth.”  There is lots of talk on the topic of truth.  Politicians 

wax on about truth, only to reveal that it was not “the whole truth and noth-

ing but the truth.”  A salesman, pointing 

to a bright, shiny, tricked out “beast” 

tells you, “This truck is the best, most 

reliable pickup in the world!  It is awe-

some!  You need this truck.  It has       

‘Y-O-U’  written all over it and we’re run-

ning a special on it,  today only!”  Yea, 

well, the truth is that this truck may 

have “Y-O-U” written on it, if you spell it, 

“C-H-U-M-P.”   It’s too expensive!   Although it has “bling,” it’s a gas hog and 

has a bad transmission.  Truth is a very  powerful element for us who serve 

and have served in the military.  We see examples all the time.  The “Belt of 

Truth” resonates in our soul.  Truth effects the success or  failure of your 

duties and the mission itself.  Here is what I am talking about. 

A shipmate tells of an inspection tomorrow.  You trust he’s telling you the 

truth.  Off you go and prepare for the “shakedown.”  If a leader directs the 

unit to bring cold weather gear, the truth is revealed.  Especially when the 

temperature drops to a bone-chilling level as dawn approaches.  You hear 

in the rumor mill about an early return from      deployment.  You act on the 

rumor, assuming it’s the truth.  You alert the family. You get rid of stuff accu-

mulated while deployed.  You lose focus, and your duties suffer. You then 

discover the “truth.”  No early return.  You backtrack and embarrassingly put 

your head back in the game. 

          —CONTINUED 
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Paul writes of truth as a weapon of 

faith.  The “Belt of Truth” is serious. In 

the ancient Roman army, the belt was 

used to carry one’s primary weapon, 

called the gladis.  This short sword 

(about two feet in length) is a frighten-

ing instrument.  It brought about the 

subjugation of empires.  The belt also 

fixed one’s dagger, called a pugio, the 

secondary weapon of a legionary.  Fi-

nally, the belt is used to balance equip-

ment.  As a result, the legionary 

marches further, faster and longer because of its use.  The “Belt of Truth” 

has another purpose. It holds the identity of the individual. No one else in 

Roman society is allowed a belt fixed around their clothing.  It is seen by all 

and worn everywhere. The “Belt of Truth” identifies the individual as a     

Roman Legionary, a force to be reckoned with.  He was a person belonging 

to an organization that makes the mighty quake with fear, the nasty run in 

terror, the horrible cower in a dark corner.  Paul says we have a “Belt of 

Truth.”  We have something that identifies us to friend and foe alike.  We 

have the “Belt of Truth” that fixes our gladii of the Spirit close and ready for 

immediate use.  It is “Truth.”  Truth is wrapped up in a loving Savior who 

called you out of darkness by His suffering, death and resurrection.  Truth 

is tied to your Baptism.  Truth is your identity 

as a redeemed child of God in Christ.  Truth 

is the forgiveness of sins. The “Belt of Truth” 

is a gift of God and declares to everyone that 

you belong to Him. Amen.   

      

 —-by CH (LTC) Steven Hokana USA (Ret.)  
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Ladies  Gui ld  

Join us on Monday, July 15th, at 9:00 AM for a service 

project for Bethesda Birthday Boxes.  Bethesda is an or-

ganization that helps people with intellectual and devel-

opmental disabilities. These “birthday shoe boxes” are 

given to residents to celebrate their birthdays. Any of 

these items may be packed: 

Cake mix/frosting, birthday cards, paper plates, 

napkins, balloons, devotion books, Christian 

CDs, small gift card, travel size games, playing 

cards, LWML downloaded bookmarks to color, 

jewelry in Ziploc bags, ponytail holders, bar-

rettes, silly socks, or stationery books with pens.  

 

LWR Care Kits: Although our congrega-

tion sent 55 Care Kits during Lent, the need 

is still great with tornadoes and flooding. 

Please help us to be a blessing to those who 

have lost everything. Make a kit yourself or 

team up with a friend to make one. These 

items are in each kit: (1) bath towel-dark 

colors; (1) nail clipper; (1) comb; (1) tooth-

brush; and (2) soap bars-total 8-9 oz. 

 

Zion Lutheran in Avilla: You can sign up with Veronica Detjens to help 

pack food bags for the needy on Monday afternoons. Men are welcome too! 

 

Card Party: Mark your calendars- Our Card Party is scheduled for Mon-

day, September 16th, 1:00-4:00 PM. Registration will be $5.00 with all pro-

ceeds to benefit Harvey’s Chapel Food Pantry. 
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BLESSING BAGS 

Have you checked out the Blessing Bags 

in the coat closet at church? Have you tak-

en a Blessing Bag to share with a home-

less person? Do you have a story about how your encounter went? Please 

share it with your Faith family: in Bible class; in your Careciple group; or in 

the church bulletin or newsletter. 

This was a Thrivent Action Team project completed by the Faith Missional 

Community group. Maybe you would like to make your own Blessing Bags. 

Maybe you and a group of your neighbors could get-together to work on 

this project. Below is a general list of suggested items. 

BLESSING BAG contents (put all in a large Ziploc bag which can be re-

used by the person): 

 

• Bottle of water 

• Vienna Sausages (can) 

• Peanut Butter crackers (school lunch size) 

• Granola Bar (no chocolate or icing, as it may melt) 

• Socks (men’s size, black, low rise) 

• Nail clipper* 

• Chapstick/Lip balm* 

• Toothpaste & toothbrush* 

 

*Put the personal care items in a small Ziploc bag 
 

Personal note (example: “You matter; You are not forgotten; 

Hope this Blessing Bag brightens your day! God Bless You!) 
 

Do not include any personal information (such as your 

last name or phone number) 

• Comb* 

• Wipes (small package)* 

• Tissue (small package)* 

• Portals of Prayer (can be a past issue) 

• Gospel of John or small Gideon New 

Testament 

• Gospel tract on salvation or for-

giveness, etc 
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Caring “For” and “about” one another… 

Lending “a heLping hand” in time oF need 
 

We are “the family of Faith” and care about the well-being of all our 
members.  The recent congregational questionnaire revealed we 

have many “brothers and sisters in Christ” who are willing to help when a situa-
tion arises and you need assistance or support.  We encourage everyone to con-
sider contacting the Coordinator in the appropriate Category when a 
“temporary” situation arises, and he/she will do the best to get you the help you 
need.  If you have any questions or want more information, please call Shirley 
Smestad 915-9687. 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 VOLUNTEERS WILL:    CO-ORDINATORS: 
 

Drive Members to Appointments………………...Pat Muzika…………………….915 8963 
Drive Members to Church Functions…………...Sandy Klemann………………922-6320 
Prepare Emergency Meals………………………..Sherry Galatas………………..915-9775 
Prepare Emergency Meals………………………..Vicki Trimble………………….204-4374 
Give Family Caregivers a Break………………....Liz Coonfer……………………915-8270 
Grocery Shop for Shut-ins…………………….….Carma Wood...………….217-494-4929 
Do Light Housekeeping…………………………...Veronica Detjens…..…..501-538-0488 
Make Hospital/Home Visits…………………….…Mary Bartels…………….319-360-4531 
Make Minor Home Repairs………………………..Bobby Traywick……….618-920-6310 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

*********PLEASE SAVE LIST ABOVE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE**********  
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ALTAR GUILD FOR JULY 

Sue Burns  and  Judi  Prestridge 

Save the date & get away from it all! 
 

Ladies, join us at the beautiful Mt Eagle Retreat Center, Clinton 
AR on September 6-8 for the Mid-South District LWML Women's 
Retreat.  
 

The theme is "TREASURED".  What could be more precious than diamonds?  YOU!  
"The Lord has chosen you to be a people for His treasured possession"  

         —(Deuteronomy 14:2). 
 

Cost is $135 for two nights lodging and five meals. Contact Julie Keck, 915-9986 or 
juliekeck@aol.com to sign up with her and get the rest of the details.  It will be a time 
to relax and unwind while sharing fellowship with fellow LWML women from Arkansas. 

 

Brai l le  Spaghett i  Dinner                     
 

 

Saturday, September 14 
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM.            

Faith Lutheran Church.  
 

  
 

mailto:juliekeck@aol.com
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THANK YOU FOR GIVING YOUR TIME AND TALENTS IN JULY 
 

ELDERS :     D. Drago    G. Reed                   

 

DATE COUNTERS      GREETERS   READERS 

 

7/7  David & Jeanine Preboski Don & Jackie Wolff  Dave Drago 

   Judy Rivers 

 

7/14  Dave & Martha Olson  Bev Denman   Terry Wendling 

   Beverly Kraus 

 

7/21  Jeff & Sherri Wohlrab  Don & Liz Coonfer  Dana Peick 

   Mary Bartels 

 

7/28  Howard & Pat Graff  Mel & Sherry Galatas  Ruth or Frank 

   Frank Rysan           Rysan 

USHER                                           

TEAM, “A”   TEAM “B”            TEAM  “C”       

July 7    July 14 & 21   July 28               

Mark Klemann   Larry Smith           Loyd Klemsz        

Hank Jarvis    Manny Werfelmann         Jim Betts        

David Olson    Jackie Wolff            Dick Millius  

Rudy Schaumburg   Frank Rysan            Liz Coonfer 

     Dave Kluba            Don Coonfer 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN MEMO  

It’s early summer and the heat index has already hit 100.  So, what does that mean for the garden 

and the gardener?   Get started early, be sure to spray up and use 

sun screen, keep yourself hydrated and give those plants, bushes 

and trees lots of water.  The rains have slowed, but the garden still 

needs 1.5 inches weekly --  a “real good soaking”  is better than daily 

“sprinkling”.   Your container gardens may even need a drink two 

times a day.  You’ll know you watered properly if you stick your index 

finger all the way into the ground and it comes out muddy (not dusty).    

What’s going on in FMG?  No big projects are planned, except for 

power-washing the sidewalks.  Maintenance however will continue 

on the  2nd and 4th MONDAYS at 8 a.m.  Work goes much faster in 

this heat if we have extra help  -- so feel free to stop up and lend a hand.    

Stay cool.  Keep those hands dirty.  See you in the garden!  

AUDIO BOOTH RESPONSIBILITIES      

FOR JULY 

7/7  Bob Bartnett 

7/14  Joe Michels 

7/21  Dave Drago 

7/28  Hank Jarvis 

GAME NIGHT 
Everyone is Invited – Sunday – July 14

th
 – 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm! 

 
We play a wide variety of card and board games, and you 

may bring your “favorite game” to add to the fun.  Join us for 
an enjoyable social evening – meet new members, visit with long-
time friends, or extend an invitation to neighbors and other 
acquaintances.  Initials A – L please bring light snacks and 
beverages to share.   
 

See you then! 

Welcome Center Team 
 

7/7  David Knoernschild 

7/14  Mary Ann Jarvis 

7/21  Kay Klemz 

7/28  Deb Reed 
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July Birthdays 

1  -  Dana Peick 

1 -  Bettie Ann Salzwedel 

2  -  Don  Wolff 

4  -  Ruth Rysan 

5 -  Marvin Siebels 

14  -  Sue Burns 

18  -  Robert Griep 

18  -  Heidemarie Reed 

19  -  David Muller 

22 -  David Kluba 

23  -  Fran Mongomery 

24  -  Bobby Traywick 

25 -   Larry Smith 

26  -  Shirley Smestad 

26 -  Shirley Smith 

27 - Ariel Muller 

28  -  Sigilda Naidin (Music Dir) 

31  -  Mary Cunningham 

 

Happy  

Anniversary  
 

July ________   __# of years 

2  -  Jeffrey & Sherri Wohlrabe    2 

17  -  Steve & Kathi Wastel  48 

23  -  Robert & Judi Prestridge  43 

24  -  Charles & Susan Peterson  15 

 

Happy  

Birthday  

Altar Flowers for July 

 7/7  Carl Nelson in memory of Rose Marie 

7/14  Open 

7/21  LaDonna Rhodes in memory of  

          Jim’s Birthday 

7/28  Larry & Shirley Smith in honor of their 

  Birthdays 

Figures as of the end of May 
 

 May Budgeted Income                $26,682.75 

 May Income Received                $20,497.44 

      Shortage for Month                ($6,185.31) 

  

 YTD Budgeted Income        $133,413.75 

 YTDIncome Received         $133,386.19 

 Shortage for Year                        ($27.56) 

“The Lord your God is with you. 

He is might to save.   

He will take great delight in you.  

 He will quiet you with His love.   

He will rejoice over you with singing.” 

   —Zephaniah 3:17 
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“To the ends of the earth . . .” 
 

Bible translation work among the some 25 Mayan languages in Guatemala began in the 1950s, and 
continued in the 60s, 70s, and 80s, as one by one teams of translators were assigned to each variety 
of the Mayan language family.  The people of Cunén observed as neighboring villages received 
God’s Word in their heart languages a little at a time, always wondering “why hasn’t someone come 
to our town?  We speak differently than each of these other groups!”   
 

Finally, in 1992 Rev. Larry and Sonya Marhenke moved to Cunén, 
El Quiché, Guatemala and began the long process of language 
analysis, eventually translating the whole New Testament for this 
unique group.  In 2013 the New Testament was dedicated and the 
book put into the hands and hearts of the Cunenteco people.  Not 
long after, reading classes began, the New Testament was profes-
sionally recorded and made available, followed by the dubbing of 
the Jesus film.  Recently, hymnals in Cunenteco were published! 
 

Reception of the Word in the heart language of the Cunentecos has been enthusiastic; with out-
reaches focusing largely on the county seat, the town of Cunén itself.  The time has come to reach 
those who live in the outlying hamlets, the aldeas, as they are known in Spanish.  The aldeas are 
“the ends of the earth” because of their remote and difficult-to-reach locations, whose residents tend 
to be poorer and more likely to still be monolingual in Cunenteco. 
 

To that end, an outreach initiative is planned to reach the Cunentecos in the aldeas: 
 

When: August 11 – 16, 2019 

Where: The 15 hamlets of Cunén 

What: Show the Jesus film in each aldea 

Distribute a Cunenteco New Testament to each family in the aldeas 

Set up reading/listening groups to meet weekly, utilizing the Proclaimer listening devices 
(programmed with the Cunenteco New Testament), up to 100 groups throughout the aldeas 
 

How you can participate: Pray with us that the Holy Spirit will prepare Cunenteco hearts as they 
receive God’s Word in their own language; pray for all the details of this massive undertaking to 
come together beautifully and to be executed well; and you may choose to give a donation** so that 
all related expenses will be covered beforehand.   
 

Larry and Sonya will be gone August 8 – 18.  (**Donations to Faith Lutheran Church, —Guatemala 
Project.) 

SERVING IN THE MILITARY   

Bruce White grandson of Bruce & Dot Neunaber.  Sean Sandeen and Darryl Wolff, 

grandsons of Don and Jackie Wolff.  Devin Williams and  P.K. Dao, grandsons of 

Jim and Mary Cunningham.  Joe Schreck, son of Tom and Carol Schreck.    Jesse 

Meerschaidt, Grandson of Stu and Ruth Zimmerman.  Dr. Mary Roelof who is serv-

ing in the Army and granddaughter of Richard and Bettie Salzwedel. 

Please God, keep them safe….Amen 
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July 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

-Mah Jongg 

   12:30 

2 

-CGSG 10:30 

3 

-LBS 9:15 

-AA 12pm 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

-Church 
  Grounds 
    8am 
-AA 9am 

-Wedding 

   1-4 

7 8 

-Mem Gar  

   8am 

-Braille HSV 

  8:30 

-Mah Jongg 

   12:30 

-Council Mtg 

  7pm 

9 

-Am Leg Exe 8am 

-Braille HSV 9am 

 

10 

-LBS 9:15 

-LWML Exe 

1pm 

-AA 12pm 

11 

-VQG 8-4 

-Braille HSV 

   9am 

-ORB 10am 

12 13 

-AA 9am 

14 

-Holy 

  Communion 

-Voters 

  Assembly 

-Game Night 

  6:30 

15 

-Braille HSV 

  8:30 

-LWML 9am 

-Mah Jongg 

   12:30 

16 

-Am Leg Mtg 8am 

-Braille HSV 9am 

-CGSG 10:30 

-GWBG 4pm 

17 

-LBS 9:15 

-AA 12pm 

18 

-Braille HSV 

   9am 

 

19 20 

-AA 9am 

21 

 

22 

-Mem Gar 

   8am 

-Braille HSV 

  8:30 

-Mah Jongg 

   12:30 

23 

-Braille HSV 9am 

 

24 

-LBS 9:15 

-AA 12pm 

 

 

25 

-Braille HSV 

   9am 

 

26 27 

-AA 9am 

28 

-Holy 

  Communion 

29 

-Braille HSV 

  8:30 

-Mah Jongg 

   12:30 

30 

-Braille HSV 9am 

31 

-LBS 9:15 

-AA 12pm 

   

AA = Alcoholic Anonymous  

Am Leg = American Legion 

CGSG = Care Givers Support Grp 

FCA = Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

GWBG = Great Works Book Grp 

LBS = Ladies Bible Study 

MBS = Men’s Bible Study 

Mem Gar = Memorial Garden 

Men Chr = Men’s Choir 

ORB = Outreach Board 

VQG = Village Quilt Guild 
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