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Out With the Old...In With the New! 

 

After the events of 2020 the world has been yearning 

for a New Year filled with hope and relief from the confines 

and limitations of the Pandemic and some resolution to all the 

chaos in our beloved country. 

New Year’s Day is not only the beginning of a new year, 

the day of the Rose Parade and other football Bowls and big 

gaudy events, it is also the day that marks the quiet entrance 

of a travel-worn young couple and their infant son into the 

Temple at Jerusalem.  It was 7 miles from Bethlehem to Jeru-

salem and only 8 days after she had given birth; but Mary 

and Joseph have trav-

eled to the temple for 

their son to be named, 

circumcised, and dedi-

cated to the Lord’s ser-

vice as each first born 

son was dedicated according to their laws. 
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 This sacred act of cutting and the shedding of blood sealed Jesus into the Cove-

nant between God and the Israelite nation.  Joseph would have been the one to 

speak his name to the priest – that was a father’s job. “How is this child to be 

named?” 

 “His name is Emmanuel/Jeshua ben Joseph,” would have been the an-

swer.  Two young turtle doves were the offering that day and with those required tasks 

complete the little family, like all those who came to have their child named, circum-

cised, and dedicated to God’s service Mary and Joseph were ready to turn around 

and walk 7 miles back to Bethlehem. 

 Ah, but God had more in store for them. Simeon, a righteous and devout man, 

waiting for the “consolation of Israel” (the coming of the Messiah) is moved by the Ho-

ly Spirit into the temple.  He takes baby Jesus into his arms and blessed God and 

said,  

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

    according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation 

    that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 

 We sing these words after each time we receive the Lord’s Supper.  They are a 

statement that having feasted at the Lord’s Table we are ready for heaven, ready to 

go forth and live the rest of our lives as God’s people. 
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            When the horrendous tornadoes hit Joplin, MO my college roommate (and 

best man) was alone in his home.  His wife was at work at one of the local hospi-

tals.  As the sirens blared, the electricity failed, and the house began to shake he went 

to the inner hall and began to speak these words; he was ready to meet the 

Lord.  The tornado sucked the windows of their house within a hair of falling out and 

touched down a football field away just behind the house across the street and then 

demolished everything for 3 miles.  It was not Pastor Greg’s time to meet the Lord but 

to get to work setting up a Disaster Relief response that has been the model for all 

those since in the hurricanes and other tornado disasters.  He also ran the response 

team after the shooting massacre in Las Vegas. 

            Jesus’ arrival signaled the end of the old laws, the necessity for sacrifices as 

His death would be the ultimate sacrifice for the sins of all people and His resurrection 

the new beginning, the first-born from the dead, so we can know that we, too, will rise 

– all who know Him by faith as Savior and Lord. 

            There won’t be a parade this, or any January 1
st
, for the Naming of Jesus but 

the significance of this 8
th
 day of Christmas should not be overlooked.  Now is our 

time to move forward in HOPE – the sure and certain knowledge that God has 

good works in mind for us to do, new ways for us to grow, more lives for us to 

touch with His love. 
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THANK YOU FOR GIVING YOUR TIME AND TALENTS IN JANUARY 
 

ELDERS :     C. Trimble  J. Wohlrabe                
   

DATE COUNTERS      GREETERS   READERS 

1/3  Paul & Marsha Lehmann   Jesus    Don Putnam 

   Kathi Wastel 
 

1/10  Dave & Martha Olson   Jesus    Julie Keck 
   Grace Wersching 
 

1/17  Dave & Jeanine Preboski   Jesus    Vicki Trimble 

   Judy Rivers 
 

1/24  Chuck & Shirley Smestad   Jesus    Michelle Ramon 

   Beverly Denman 
 

1/31  Jeff & Sherri Wohlrabe   Jesus    Dennis Stephany 

   Mary Bartels 

U S H E  R S   

Team D       Team E    Team F 
Jan 3 & 10`      Jan 17 & 24   Jan 21 

 

Carl Burns      Wayne Stabelfeldt   Keith Keck 
Joe Michels      Paul Poecker    Chuck Smestad 
Carma Wood      Gary Peeks    Julie Keck 
Ken Wood        Jeff Wohlrabe    John Gourlay 
Mary Michels         David Preboski 

ALTAR GUILD FOR JANUARY  

Judy Rivers  and  Jeanine Preboski  
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  Faith Ladies Guild 

Our Cookie Packing Day was a wonderful 

success! We made 50 tins for Harvey’s 

Chapel Christmas food baskets and 20 tins 

for Faith members, first responders, three 

needy Christmas families, and Village gate 

staff. Our Seminary student, Kyle Ronchet-

to, will receive $93 for Christmas. Thank you for your generosity and help! 

Please join us on Monday, January 18
th
, at 9:00 AM for our monthly meeting when 

our program will be a Bible Study led by Pastor Bob. Food donations in January will 

be delivered to Zion Lutheran’s Food Pantry in Avilla. Remember your Mites J  

Assessments for 2021 of $15.00/member will be collected in January and February 

or may be sent to Mary Benke, our treasurer.  

WITNESSING, RELATIONSHIPS, CONNECTING 

 

So whose responsibility is it to witness? 

  

1) The church;  

2) The Outreach/Evangelism Board;  

3) Members of the church.  
 

If you selected #3, you are correct.  

 
Members of a church have a much wider sphere of influence within the community 

than just a church. Consider the interactions you have throughout the week with non

-church members -- in your jobs, social events, sporting activities, neighborhoods, 

service organizations, etc. With these many opportunities to witness, members can 

share the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection, thereby building relation-

ships.  

 
Next step is to connect people to a local congregation where their faith can grow 

and their talents and abilities can contribute to the Body of Christ. That “connecting” 

fulfills the Great Commission. Keep in mind, the Great Commission is a corporate 

calling, not an individual’s mandate. We as members witness and build relation-

ships; the church makes disciples by baptizing and teaching. 

 
           —Deb Reed 
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January Birthdays 

1  -  John Muzika 

8  -  Joyce Betts  

9  -  Mary Zielke 

14 -  Caryl Galler 

18  -  Daina Bartzsch 

19  -  Karen Bartnett 

19 -  Wayne Stabelfeldt 

23 -  Deb Reed 

23 -  Fred Smith 

26  -  Hap Peterson 

26  -  Joe Wersching 

27  -  Jim Rosinbaum 

28  -  Kathleen Sherman 

29 -  Beverly Denman 

29  -  Hank Jarvis 

29  -  Marles Railton  

30  -  Richard Salzwedel 

 

Happy  

Anniversary  
 

 

January    __# of years 

 

4  -  Hap & Jan Peterson     57 

9 -  Dennis & Mary Stephany     61 

16  -  Larry & Sonya Marhenke (EM)    33 

17  -  Fred & Karen Smith     23 

Altar Flowers for January 

 1/3  -  Susan Peterson in memory of Mom,  

  Madelyn Yox 

1/10  -  Open 

1/17  -  Don Putnam in honor of the two-year 

  anniversary of LaDonna’s       

  medical procedure (1/18-19) 

1/24  -  Open 

1/31  -  Open 
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Figures for end of  month November 

Budgeted Income                  $29,955.00 

Income Received                   $26,664.00 

Shortage for Month                 ($3,291.00) 

  

YTD Budgeted Income        $329,505.00 

YTD Income Received         $290,086.94 

YTD Shortage               ($39,418.06)       

  

 SANCTITY OF LIFE MONTH 
 

January is the month we celebrate LIFE from beginning to end. In September we display 

the white crosses to remind us and everyone passing Faith that God values the life of the 

unborn. Psalm 139 reminds us that all human life is sacred and created by God in His im-

age. As Christians we are to value all human life whether pre-born babies, the aged, the 

mentally or physically challenged and every other state or condition from conception 

through natural death. We have a responsibility to defend, protect and value all life.  

 

How can you support the Sanctity of Life Month?  

 

 Pray that changes occur within our governments so that 

life is valued as God intended.  

 Take advantage of opportunities throughout the year to 

share your support of the sanctity of life.  

 Join other believers at the 43rd Annual Right for Life March 

in Little Rock on Sunday, January 17, 2 pm. If you are planning to attend, contact Deb 

Reed at  608-444-2932 so we can carpool. 

AUDIO BOOTH TEAM  
FOR SEPTEMBER 

1/3  -  Bob Bartnett 

1/10  -  Ken Wood 

1/17  -  Dave Drago 

1/24  -  Ken Wood 

1/31  -  Bob Bartnett 

SERVING IN THE MILITARY   

Bruce White grandson of Bruce & Dot Neunaber.  Devin Williams and  P.K. Dao, 
grandsons of Jim and Mary Cunningham.  Joe Schreck, son of Tom and Carol 
Schreck.    Jesse Meerschaidt, Grandson of Stu and Ruth Zimmerman.  Dr. Mary 
Roelof who is serving in the Army and granddaughter of Richard and Bettie Salz-
wedel.  Shane Wersching  and Shannon Wersching, grandchilddren of Joe and 
Grace Wersching are serving in the Navy. 

. Please God, keep them safe….Amen 
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January 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 

-WRQ 9:30 

5 6 

-MBS 8am 

-Ringers #1    1pm 

-Ringers #2    1:30 

-Ringers #3    2pm 

7 8 

-Elders  

   Mtg  

    8:30am 

9 

10 

-Holy 

  Communion 

11 

-Mem Gar 9am 

-WRQ 9:30 

12 13 

-Trustee 

  Workday 8am 

-MBS 8am 

-Ringers #1    1pm 

-Ringers #2    1:30 

-Ringers #3    2pm 

14 15 16 

17 18 

-LWML 9am 

19 20 

-MBS 8am 

-Ringers #1    1pm 

-Ringers #2    1:30 

-Ringers #3    2pm 

21 

-ORB 10am 

22 23 

24 

-Holy 

  Communion 

25 

-Mem Gar 9am 

-WRQ 9:30 

26 27 

-MBS 8am 

-Ringers #1    1pm 

-Ringers #2    1:30 

-Ringers #3    2pm 

28 29 30 

31       

LBS = Ladies Bible Study 

MBS = Men’s Bible Study 

Mem Gar = Memorial Garden 

ORB = Outreach Board 

WRQ = World Relief Quilters 
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