
 

 
 

Faith Lutheran Church—Hot Springs Village 
1196 Desoto Blvd.  71909  (501) 922-5700 

Christmas Eve, December 24, 2020 
Pastor Bob Benke 

Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church on Christmas Eve. We pray our ministry of 

Word and Sacrament is renewing to your faith and life. Your presence is a 

blessing to all others who worship with you today.  

At the end of the Service, please remain seated until the usher releases 
your row. 
 
Please do not gather in the Narthex, if you wish to visit with other 
members please do that outside under the portico. 

As We Gather 

Prelude "Carol Medley" by Gail L. Pollock played by Sigilda Naidin and 

Sharon Martin 

Welcome & Announcements 

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath and the Christ Candle 

 



 

Opening Hymn     

P   A sign shall be given a virgin will conceive  
   A human baby bearing undiminished deity. 
    The glory of the nations a light for all to see  
    that hope for all who will embrace His warm reality. 

  C   Immanuel our God is with us, 

         And if God is with us who could stand against us 

         Our God is with us – Immanuel 

P   For all those who live in the shadow of death 
A glorious light has dawned 
For all those who stumble in the darkness 
Behold your light has come 

C     Immanuel our God is with us, 

         And if God is with us who could stand against us 

         Our God is with us – Immanuel 

P   In joyous celebration we gather at the stall 

To praise the One Who gave His Son 

In love to save us all. 

On earth there is no power 

There is no depth or height 

That could ever separate us 

From the love of God in Christ 

C     Immanuel our God is with us, 

         And if God is with us who could stand against us 

         Our God is with us – Immanuel 

     Immanuel our God is with us, 

         And if God is with us who could stand against us 

         Our God is with us – Immanuel 

 
The Invocation                                                            Please stand 

P   In the name of the Father and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C     Amen. 

P   Arise, shine; for your light has come! 

C     Amen. 



 

The Confession and Absolution 

P   Let us bring to God the burden of our sins: Almighty God, we are the 

people who have walked in darkness.  

C     He have often failed to look to the light of Christ. 

P   We call Him the Prince of Peace,  

C     But we have often made the world in which we live a place of 

strife and turmoil, sadness and sorrow, not believing the best 

about our brothers and sisters in Christ or working with them 

toward unity and peace. 

P   We sing of the wonders of His love at Christmas.  

C     But we often neglect Christ incarnate with us the rest of the year. 

P   We honor Him as King of Kings,  

C     But often refuse to heed his leadership, turn to Him for guidance 

or walk in His ways. For all we have done and left undone forgive 

us gracious God. 

P   To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given. His light has shined into our 

darkness bringing forgiveness and new life.  Live in the light of Christ! 

Through faith in Jesus, your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, 

and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    

C     Amen. 

The First Lesson:    Isaiah 9:2-7          Please be seated 

L   A reading from Isaiah:     

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt 

in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. You have multiplied the 

nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 

harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his 

burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have 

broken as on the day of Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in 

battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for 

the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 



 

shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of 

the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the 

throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

L This is the Word of the Lord C     Thanks be to God. 

Hymn     O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Second Lesson       Micah 4: 2-4 

L   A reading from Micah: 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans 

of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall 

give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall 

stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of 

the name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall 

be great to the ends of the earth. 

L This is the Word of the Lord C     Thanks be to God. 

Hymn  Of the Father's Love Begotten LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

The Third Lesson       Luke 1:26-38 

L   A reading from Luke: 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 

the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her 

and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was 

greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 

might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear 

a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called 

the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne 

of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 

his kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will 

this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit 

will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And 

behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and 

this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be 

impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; 

let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.  

L This is the Gospel of the Lord C     Thanks be to God. 

Duet: Pastor Benke and Mary Benke “In The Bleak Mid Winter” 

The Fourth Lesson       Matthew 1:18-25  

L   A reading from Matthew: 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary 

had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to 

be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just 

man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But 

as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 

in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 

wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a 

son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 



 

sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 

name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from 

sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife but 

knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name 

Jesus.  

L This is the Gospel of the Lord C     Thanks be to God 

Hymn    Let Our Gladness Have No End LSB 381 

 

 

 

 
    

The Fifth Lesson       Luke 2:120 

L   A reading from Luke 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 

be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up 

from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be 

registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were 

there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there 

was no place for them in the inn.  And in the same region there were shepherds 

out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 



 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be 

a sign for you: you will find a  aby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying,  “Glory to God in the highest, and on 

earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” When the angels went away 

from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that 

had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what 

the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them 

in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord C     Thanks be to God  

Hymn   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  LSB 380 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

The Sixth Lesson    John 1:1-14 Please stand 

P   A reading from Luke 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through 

him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was 

life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has not overcome it.  There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 

all might believe through him. He was not the light but came to bear 

witness about the light. The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 

coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 

through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his 

own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 

God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 

of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 

we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 

and truth. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord C     Thanks be to God  

Hymn A Great and Mighty Wonder LSB 383            Please be seated 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Homily  “Peace When There is no Peace”                 

The Prayers of the People                         Please stand 

P Let us pray to God our Father as we worship Christ our Savior, Heavenly 

Father, to whom glory is sung in the highest and peace is proclaimed to 

people on earth, give to Your Church the peace of sins forgiven through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C     hear our prayer. 

P Bless our country, our President, Governor and all our leaders, all the people 

in this land.  Cause Your glory to dwell among us, and let mercy, truth, and 

justice prevail in ours and every land, that people may come to know the 

Prince of Peace.   Lord, in Your mercy,  

C     hear our prayer. 

P Merciful God, we thank You for the joys of family and friends this season 

though many of us must celebrate apart from one another. For Your 

abundant blessings we give thanks.  Open our hearts to the lonely and 

those in need that we may be Your instruments of love and charity.  Lord, in 

Your mercy,  

C     hear our prayer. 

P Protect the lonely and shut-in of our parish. Grant peace and healing to the 

sick and suffering in this time of Pandemic. Bring strength to those suffering 

from COVID19. Guide and protect all who are traveling. Comfort all who are 

mourning. Grant faith to those who have not heard or who need to hear 

again the Good News. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C     hear our prayer. 

P O Dearest Jesus, Holy Child, make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, within our 

hearts that it may be a quiet chamber kept for Thee.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C     hear our prayer. 

P For all these things and whatever else You would have us ask we implore 

You to hear us gracious Father, through Jesus Christ our Savior, whom 

together with the Holy Spirit we praise, on God, now and forever.  

C     Amen. 

 

Please be seated 



 

Musical Offering 

Duet:  Jerry Zelinsky and Pastor Larry Marhenke “Come, Peace of God” 

Come, peace of God, and dwell again on earth, 

Come with the calm that hailed Thy Prince’s birth. 

Come with the healing of Thy gentle touch, 

Come, peace of God, that this world needs so much. 

Break every weapon forged in fires of hate; 

Turn back the foe that would assail Thy gate; 

When fields of strife lie desolate and bare, 

Take Thy sweet flowers of peace and plant them there. 

Bring selfish lives from shadowlands of loss---- 

Into that radiance of the Savior’s cross: 

Where in that gift, yet so lone, 

Life finds its brotherhood and love its throne. 

Come, blessed peace, as when in hush of eve 

God’s benediction falls on souls who grieve; 

As shines a star when weary day departs, 

come, peace of God, and rule within our hearts. 

 

The Service of the Sacrament 

The Preface   Tune:  Good King Wenceslas Looked Out 

 

 



 

Proper Preface for Christmas Eve 

It is profoundly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh 

You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the 

person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen.  

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

The Sanctus  Tune:  Angels We Have Heard On High  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Institution 

 

The Agnus Dei  Tune: O Little Town of Bethlehem LSB 361 

 

The Distribution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nunc Dimittis  Tune:  Away in a Manger  LSB 364 

 
1. Lord, now in  your mer-cy your  ser–vants re  -  lease 

2. A    light  to   the  Gen-tiles by whom now they see 

 
      As    your word has promised, oh, grant us your peace 

      The  glo -  ry   of    Is - rael,  the   Promised One  be 

 
     Our   eyes your sal -va -tion  and   mer -cy   be -  hold 

     Who lives now and  ev -er,    the   heav-en’s bright Son,       

 
     Pre - pared for the na-tions as   pro-  ets  fore - told. 

     With  Fa- ther  and Sp -rit,    e-  ter -  na -  ly     One.  

 

Closing Collect 

P  Let us pray 

C O holy and everlasting God, because You once caused this holy 

night to shine with the brightness of the One True Light, grant 

that we who have known the mystery of that Light here on earth, 

and received His body and blood in the blessed sacrament, may 

come to the full measure of its hoys in heaven; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Silent Night LSB 363 & Benediction (Light your candles)       Please stand 

 

 

 
 

(Hum a final verse while the pastor gives the Benediction) 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Postlude: "Unto Us A Boy is Born" by Nicolas Lebegue 

Please return your candles 

 

****************** 

 

The flowers on the Altar are placed there to the Glory of God by the 

Werfelmann children in honor of Heinrich and Kathie Werfelmann. 

 

 

 

 



 

SERVING US TODAY 

Preaching: Rev. Robert J. Benke    Music Director: Sigilda Naidin 

Reader Lesson 1: Chuck Smestad  Reader Lesson 2: Susan Peterson 

Reader Lesson 3: Marvin Siebels  Reader Lesson 4: Deb Reed 

Reader Lesson 5: Frank Mantel   Reader Lesson 6: Pastor Benke 

Organist: Sharon Martin       Ushers: Team “F” 

Elders: Frank Mantell and Bob Traywick   Counters:  The Smestads and 

Altar Guild: Martha Olson                                              Beverly Denman  

Audio: Ken Wood                               

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Church  1196 Desoto Blvd.  Hot Springs Village, AR 

71909                    

Sunday Bible Study 8:45 am,     Divine Worship 10 am              

 

faithluth@sbcglobal.net; www.faithhsv.com/Office: 501-922-5700 

Pastor Bob Benke: Cell: 651-214-4027 

Keith Keck, President: keithkeck@aol.com  501-463-3239 
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